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AlJVEliTiSEiiENt. 

IN the cnfuing work, very frequent are the references to* 
che RiEc>sTRUM RoFFENSE, abook publiihed by John 
Thorp£ eiq; from the accurate MSS. of his father Dr. 
^HOKTE, who was noMefs eminent for his knowledge of antl- 
qfuitics, than for his (kill in phyfic: it woul'd be ungratefull in 
rhe editor to omit acknowledging, how much Iat>or and ex- 
f^cnte he has" faved; by having an opportunity of examining 
in print, diis curious and valuable coUedUon 6f ahcient deeds. 
He is like wife obliged to t^e reverend Mr. Austen ofRo- 
cheiftert for fome very ufefull and enterUuning articles of infor- 
ihation; and- it is not without regret that he finds himfelf not 
at liBerty to infert the names of feveral otJier ingenious and 
learned gentlemen, who have contributed thcli: alliilance; and 
cfpedally of one, whofe name Would-do honor to any publica- 
tion'; and by whofe friendly communications, the editor has 
be«i enabled t<^ give a clearer and- more circutaiftantial account 
of fome part of the' ccclefiafircal hiftory of this city, and the 
ne^hboring diftridt, than he could othfrwiifc hcve done* 
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HISTORY 

OF 

ROCHESTER. 



THIS city is undoubtedly very. ancient, being noticed in 
old records under t vtritty oH names : by the Romans 
it w«s called Durobro\^isDuPobrorife9 andDarobrovum. 
By the Britons it was named D jwrbryf, which (ignifiei ** t fwift 
ftream," in alluiion to tht rapidity of the river Medway, wlii<ih 
j-uns by it. By the Saxons it was denominated Hroffe, and 
Hroffc-ccafter, tbtft is, Roffe's City. Bbdb fays it took its name 
from one Roffe, who £r(l built here* 

It is fituated on an angle of land formed by the current 
of the river Med way, which, coming from the fouth, fufl« north- [ 
ward until it has pafled by the city i knd then, turning, pro« ' 
ceeds nearly to the eaftj 

RocHBSTBR has never been very totteitfive, and aptjcars to 
bd larger noy^ than it was formerly. It has been qu'eili^ned 

B whether 



[ ? 1 

Whether this city was wallbd beforr the conqucft, but that it 

road froin Eait K<^nt to London, made it a pafs of fomc im* 
B?^5^*^i?^'f*"4^^4 ^ i^ngffa|idig«ncrtb'o£'«mdontKffiie$ 



ri: •'' ' «^ ^' ^- - ^ 



' "IV IS veiy^ probable the Roistans m^^de4hi^ttfp'pfcfcian^ 1 
t'feeir Kieh *ay >rom.Cant,er.bury-.ia^ thr^ufihrfiaad«y><3iifori 



'•v; 



roo.a 

view ot tBe country neir Rocheftpi*^ aod adjArectitttticiivcr; 
this appears to be the moli convenient place for coffing^the 
fiTfiiim^^^edaHfiftlje RoiBatiRoftd'(\vbicfhT(^ems toi>e the 
pHeral optniuii) nui*b^ Cdbkain Park; for then it i^ unreafbn" 
^Ic ttr.thiaitt ts fame do, that it weiH Tound the point ot the 
Wt^ct^ky Frio^uiy Mili> and chat the paiTage was at Qhatham^ 
Qysiiiu(^sofisig there «fl^~^ ^be fordable in 'that part of the- 
river. It is tneref jre more eligible to conclude, that the great 
Koman Road from Richborough, Canterbury, &c. was oyer 
(^iKiM«U9 HiU', 9iid'K*^>dirt^fy fl^rbugh this city. Paflengers 
qroiTed the liv^r^ perk^s foff d time, by a common ferry ; but 
a|>the.piAceAftd€radtti«r«af«d, the impbrtancd af this pafs 
aj^peared tpo obvious tti.havei)«en negA^^d i w^h iildocfid 
them -to <;oaftrud the wooden bridge, bf which we ihalt 
particul^jr fp^ herodfto-; The building of the ancient 
wpodtJ^ bridge <at KocheAer,' rather- than at the fuppofed ford 
i^.Chath^xQ, is »it«QAg prcfumption thaftthe Roritan Way ran 
t^ougb 4hi« cix^f ai4'thait it'was^a R-bihan Statioi^. 

^G.ii£ AT part pf the waBs of this c«y ftill remain, and there can 
Ig no doubt; ofjts being' ^vldied in the tim^e c** Ei^tfE-tiftE^T*'!.. 
l(jn^o^Kfpt,aboutthe year 6oo;for in^a grant of Certaiir tands^ 
id.e.^jr.^l^ ,ip fujrpqrc.th^ dk««ch; which he n^dbuiIc^^Ro-' 
eJler,* there is mention made both of a wall and gsice : alfo m' 
the reign ofSicERED, about the year 762, the c^ty walls are 
i9^MQfy9(i.ii4to|l ia tu vaiieiy^ * 6i ^tkais, bt^c th^ con^ueil,. 
3v»i o:>i.i*t> <^ij •-»• **'*'"*:^* \ ' ' ' ' • '-'----i there 

^0* ./ ' ^ 



ii :zr[l lad ,fi5r;pnoo o.'fiSi .4 ;• b-Jik;- z£w y^b 8ir> i5i{:^ifw 



2-! 



a^HEitE is rjafoo t» tyftk^hat ij-ctt pirtii^tfef rePefft<;^S8 
of .the cit|:'i4Jpti.kftarig4itelifottQc^ioa,' tnd diatfthtit^ab^^ai 
firll fortified by the Romans. Several Roman bricks inay..be 
(t4k H diffdrent-pans^of the walh" {JarticiitSirly %ie'row c6n» 
laming- ab^utfev^H brinks, whith is very conf^iciioiu toward* 
|he weft end of the nortli wall. : :? -- 'J •" 

,/.. ' - ' . .'. . • -f t . '- C :l--. :' • <i-? 

/The walls are built ttead^r aooovdiiig to.tke fimitJcaRliiiit 
points, .and from call to weiiare about haifis.npdle.ditkattT, bttt 
frpxn.north to/outh not a quarter, of n. mile** io that the otcj^ 
was originaify in a fmAll compafcj which will a]CcounC(/foi«»it# 
t>6mg called, in iome grani$» ^.oaAlr* tiiiipfcanfiola^ttk^ 
picnt r^cord^. . . * i ,• . --i : 

'The waliitflill entirein (ome ptaet s^efpettiH/ositlieeiAikkr' 

^hQ horch. e^il angle 4iU re^aisiine its- ancitnt fbrai,- height, «nd' 
j;{^)>rar)u-^., The vif# io g^ne^ . i4»about fott» i^t «i tMck<r 
liefs ; and on the eaD; fide^. /srhere itis emiire, the he%fit if 
about tjiirty feet ; but on the fo\jth the dimenliond neatly cofre-'^ 
i^(^i^dLy<rithfthe.ord0r of king Spwaab h who in iheyeai* figol 
«av5 lil>ejty tq tl^ prior a»4iw>nks ofthe Convet^tof ilochcfter' 
" To pjjlldcw^ part ^f ibeXoorii/viMaj,iiBd*>*fitt upthcidhtk 
^♦without the. w^l,oi|..-q8ivii«oni that th^y b*^lt anewi^oni^ 
« wall fyr^ ro4 an^ five feet from tht foja^er, fixtecn feet high 
"^ an^ vj^^^ml^ttj^, IP. ibiiKlto tj^tr oWn groond, and t^. 
^:I w5 «^P?Mf?A by rtlnw^**-. This arw work is faW to^ extendi 
frpfig^^^l^ eaft ^e. towards <^4incf!rl^ar$r to the gat^ df ^Kti^ 
I'ri'^, la^afds theJbuth) ftni «» 4x ift leiigth £fty -Ibtir p^rc^hi?!^^ 



[-4'3 

ti6{c<PWhiz\$ now calM thfcVines^ficJd; near the- bottDiairf 

'4<hicfi, ^ghd not many yards frdfe tlie'cJm-trees^ are Uiarki bf 

th/'foiSndition'of the eaft wall. I'he prefeivt fbuth wail 

^ithin' this field {tcihs to be 'the original wall whici^ t£^ 

.'iibhfes hkd liberty to remove ; and the wall Without the (aid 

'Jdd aj)pcafs to be that which they cheA builf; it is indetd 

' about twice tie diftance from the old wall which \vafe pir^- 

^-fcribfed "by^thegrtot, bat the monks might encroach a Jiidc 

^ thi« Qceafi<|D> or melfuce fr m the outward ^ge of ihe 

« broad <iit3ch without the wall. They alfo might think it le^t 

trouble to btilld a Wall with new materials^ than to demolifh 

the old one, for that purpofe $ they therefore might permit tli<^ 

eld wall to continue as a double fecurity to their propeity* 

which ^eing thicker than the new wall ftill remains, whild thit 

lail is almoft entirely demollihed. Its length in all proba- 

Inlity extended from the eaft gate round the fonth eaft angle of 

the faid fields called the Vines, and fo on to the fouth-weft an^lc 

in the road, to St. Margaret's, near which in the old wall 

probably flood the Prior's Gate. 

- Ths city has no gates at prefent, but the names of ftveral 
ve on record, VIZ. Eaft Gate, which ftood in the great ftreet 
4>f the city» near the free-fchool, part 6iih€ portal yet reffiain- 
^^ ing 9n ihf fouih-fidcof the ftreet. South Gate was near Boly 
' Hill, inthe' road to St. Mar^ai^'etV; 'fhS^hBokJ 'oh which the 
ttates hung ate; ftill in the Wi\f at' the* h6rth-lfeatt ccifneir o^Mr. 
feoJtpoxVgarden: thegate'Ss tboue'iii^ft^etSifSde^ th^Wch 
:.was ttfcen down in the year 1776, ' ' ' ^ '^' - ' " ^J 

THBAlt i^a]idthergal#«lcfrtioiiedJfi attek^t'i^fMdf/jtelled 

Cheldegate : this feems to have been in the north wall of the 

thy^'ltf adinjgf 't0 laie ««rihes<l^i1ferfil*e-'«f tljd¥i¥«i'>;^or it is 

s««tUia>^M<MMU«8«M«iMiWiltf ^'llft Bbdi^UtoflJbrgreat 



pcar^-fi^m RtpiST^ RoiFr pagf .56$^ where it is jdBertcd 
:diati ** « GiiH<r» ^hkh ran 6xmn the Coll/ege • Yard, into t]^ 
ttf jlrQ^tif<9lLaf(«rM'iaidMiitoa4|ttleftreetvul^^^ 
J? JLapc or Cheldegaic Lane.^ This ftrcet or lane is now called 

Puinp I#aB««. and I. imagine took the name of Cheldega.Cf 
^Juiinc from the above.. mentioned Gate, to wjiich.it direjftjf 
:)^ & this fuppoiition is further confirmed by the, north wall iii 
,-|fae <uiy beini^ called Cheldegate Wall in R^o. Hoff. .vOiich 
.:appellation doubUefs was derived from the gate Jeading^ 

through it. , . , _ 

Tire RE were no ftrects .of any account within the walls of 

die city, except the High Street aijd Cheldegate Lane men- 

. tioned above; Doddingherne or Dodingherne Lane, or,^as i| 

implies in Englifh, Deadman^s Lane (a name which it probably 

obtained from its being a boundary to the cemetery), fcenxsLto 

• have led from the principal, ftrect to BolyHill. St. Clement** 

, Street was near St. Clement's church, now called Horfe Walk 

^ JLane. What is atprefent called Sl Margaret's Street, wat 

without the walls, and in the reign of Edward IL A. D. 1 317, 

termed South Gate Street, probably from its leading from the 

J South Gate. Tthe whole ftreet o^ St. Margaret's is included 

, , in that division of the city, which in the court-roll is Hill called 

South Gale Borough. 

Th ere feems to have been formerly a market place, between 
, N the hpufe now called the King's Head Inn (whicli has been 
£< -j^/a^diftinguifhed for two hundred years) and a lape^ leading to 
the (;^iUe, firft.^nown by the nao^e of Caitle Lan?> and fifter^ 
wards Eppl^ Lane or Apple Lane. The pillorv was fixed in 
Ljfi^ii^tmfkerjptaee^ whert it opened to CaiUe I^ne^ .; r 
3fij '^i^ I'l.-v fi o . ^^'' • •-" ■ • >'. r • '• ♦■.•p/ '•*.?. 

zi n , A ciiii;}0«is gentfeman informsr m«» that Jn a| copy c^ an an- 
tsi^^^g»m^S9U9^^Bi^ w|u«(khe.onceperiifed>m<(ntii9nwa%flE|^deof 
£t»ifl two 



two cralTes m tKlgc ity ; on ein honor eTStWiT jiytii, i Wfrh 
linker, the .^avorite,"bccaure the profitable, faint of the monks 
of the ncighboriji|; ^riory j but he could not difcover where h 
Waa ereded. Tfec pt^cF w:ai3 <»lfcd t^ ^ori^<f rofa aic|^(jo^n 
^ ffi^2gtr^(J '^rjr neat tftfe fjlacc where the obcliflc pomp 
lood, before it was removed on laying the new payyncnt*. At 
l^p. ci»f^ u(*4 :*«ciefitly lorhe?^he1d k^Cdrti Mkt*c//w|jc| 
lokjl^Hig iMeqi^difcontittOfCd;! thjs do^rsbivd^ (tdeis of thtsf^ia^^ 
were^.j;ejBOv<d ;^o th« Common, and csonvei«tedii!ito h^bititidhi' 
for jgaupefs._ Th« xwiginaL doort are M\l rtiwitning; '^ *^* 

^ There was forijfterly'a Spring or Well in Ea(! Gate, cdlled' 
•f^er thf nan>^ of St. August rwE, who ere^ed the fies of * 
CJ^tefbury and Hochc&er; and was probably where the obeKi^ 

JIII9P ^ow ,fti»n<i§» » . , ' ' ^ 



* Menrloa is m^Je, in the charters* of two otbqr croflTes ^\yitjkia «he 
fi^eftf^s of this city, one called Powle's Crofs, fituated on the . road 
ka<|ing JromRochpfter to Maidflone, Where the ci^y ftone now ftands.; 
^ ether in the croflT-way- near Scrood thurch, lestding from Rochefter v> 
0|SaveiiE;nd, ajkd fcpm Cux^QU to Fcia4ibufy« 
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.|[4,^ai;^ ^ ^if ♦i^eatr city/ I 'ao^'ptckiki-t6 M'^ki^^ 
l^^ry^ laJjri^^J^hwglivtfeert-ifi no doubt of thc^^iRetici'6f 
this city whc;4^b<hR9Jna^s poffciTcd' the iftand (it b^ing a R5-^ 
man Station), yet vvc do not find it memorable for any par- 
tkjiiff^i: ^y^ntin that period :for after J ulivs Caesar, ihhk 
ftcojiij caepcflition, had defeated the iiniued forces of thVBrU' 
tqiJ^psCar CaiiLcrbury, he met with little qr no oppoRtionlir^ 
this county, the Britons retreating to the more interior prrijf 
t}f the ill and. 

3.Whe» Pt AtTTirs came into Britain about Rfty yeaa alter^. 
th^' is, aboat the year of our Lord . 43, he met with no re- ' 
filfa/i^c in Kent,, thc.fe^t of war being afterwards carried into 
the middle and northern parts of the rfland ; and fo'cohtinueJ 
the whole time the Romans remained in Britain, which was 
Vfttil about the year 440. In this period Rochefter and many 
other cities arid caftles were built by this enterprifing and 
celebrated people. 

Though Rochcfter was undoubtedly a place of fome cmi- 
ttence in the time of the Romans, yet it is remarkabJc that na 
particular m ntion ihould be made of ic in the hiiiorical account 
vrhich^ is, .giv^n of a famous battle tJiat was fought near 
fiftieii^eirs *frdf their departure, be t ween. the , Britons an<^ 
Saxons, about twotniles fouth of the city. But it feems tohave- 
iie«n mQte diiUnguiihed s^tr the rife of the S^xon heptarchy, 

Thu 
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Xnn femairkaible change m the governxttent of the idand 

VrdtHdf iio«eA dntiUthetruoMpi^ wece ^alfed^^ ^lUki&b/C 
ifchil^V^fc-mViB*!*; eo^^flllftr hktadgahill tlie Piasmfld^SoocA; 

fte^doQhty 6f Kettc, Hi:NoisT.bcing the.firftSftXock Jdng, abour 

& t r-i - ' :■ ^ .- . . : ^. . .- -' ..; 

*: Th» fdtgious wbrfliip of the Sjixon« ^a9, tAmiumB, MXi4 ijil 
iciitinue^ uacii the latter ^na of the next <xiittti7> vrhem A»H 
i^vsTiKB th(rinonk> and feveral other$, were fcnt- bypof»r 
t3lCa0O4iT the Great to ^preach the gofpel in Britain^ ahftub 
^e year 596. The mii&onaries landed lA. Xenv wher4 
STRBtBCitT I., then r^nedy who embraced the chrifliiatt 
leiigion hiinfelf,and gave AvcuaTiNB and his brethrea giea^ 
inoouragement* . 

This king built the churc^<?f St. Andrew in Rpchefcr* fifH^ 
ttiade it a bifhop*s fee, by which he raifed the city from obfcuri- 
Isyj ^nd^gave it a diiUngnifhed. place in eccclfiaiUcal andv^cnril 



A$ouT the year 6y6, Lotharius ufurpcd tl^ tllfOiiti 
ffterthe death of his brother kingEcBERT, and in pr^u^icfti 
to hi^ nephews became the ninth king of Kent» ^0 .this^ i^j^uilg^ 
Ijbn he committed great exccfles, laying the country ^4$^ 
ji^kkoutany^ refped to ^hutches or rdigious houibs. . ^H^^pfpi^^ 
txcularly plundered the city of Rochelier^ and ^Tir^'JilifcfTfc 
Putt A from his fee. 

' Two or three years after this, white theblih^p^wf5.^^iN>9 
^t, and the kingdom j^mbrpiled with civfl; Qom^qui^^§^ 
Cbadj^alla king of WeiTex invaded Kefit, 4nd^ |xyi4f».>^Q^ 
chefter agayx iM the miferies of war and rajuoe. •. , .; > r« 
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frrktuifi kbig of Mercia, or «« find tht clifte«QB|| fi|JMt>>f 
Utttsof dnf dtf aftd county npan espoM to al4 th^ h»fwts of 
i»ar»r before tke dofe of the ceatcufy we are bow (joking off 
feritis^tfd clUttETBtLftED kii^of Mcrciae&i<^ed^;«eAt«rlulia 
LotHAm reigned, who died in the year 686 j anci^%eed.c<M|* 
fitfibji abd defolation where- ever he went. The country haci 
feartcty retovefcd Idctf frozft the rapine of fonherittwden. be- 
ftfretfae infiiftion'of this (everc calamity : Mr. Phil pot fays^' 
tkat «* This city drank deep of the bitter cup, the ehurdie) amd 
** monafteriesof this fee being deftroyed in an horrible nwQner/* 
A^r this it does not appear that Rocheller fiifierei Hity pafS* 
cftlar (courge« or was memorable for any evem, during t^ timf 
of the kepurchy ; and althou ,h OvFA'Jdng of Mcrcia, aboi^ 
the year 759, entered Kent with an army, and fkw AhD%ic 
the king with his own hand at the battle of Otiord^ yet the 
doanty, by fubmitting to him, efcaped pillage. 

Th is city was frequently pfuttdtfred by the ]>anes, who ^ere 
Ac moil ferocious invaders O' Great Britain. The eicbfles 
which were committed by them afts (hocking to humanity. 
Ifi the time of Ethelwolp, an indolent and fuperftitious 
king, the Datles landed at Romtiey in Kent, &nd defeated the 
paneni fent to oppofe their depredations. The ytar following^ 
trhe. 8*40, they raVaged the county, when Canterbury and Ro* 
eheftef felt the effedft of their barbarity, and hauedofthe 

f 

BvT the£nglilh wereamoly repaid in his iDiiftriotis foci' 
erSbrlHig Alfred, for all the difgrace they had fuffered un- 
d^ hiifiilher EtmslWolI^. ALFtttt) feems to have been ie^ 
by f|n$vidbne: jfior their fecurhy and prefervation. He was a 
«riie lawgiver^ M tfttre|^}d ibidid^ ixA ft deftmder oMiis eoaii* 



HiArt«NO, Wing rsmgdd f^r^o^iFraa^e) vitod Great Bri^' 
takt. > Ttey ikiiedup'tkeMiedway^ ^d iaid-iivg^ to Rdtheitef^ 
aoeds t4HrtM^93r Hiigbw cotnmtnd^-tlirticf.call ap- a taovm betVics 
it. i^lif t)6£6gffd, W^ liUl fmarce^ imdeF th^ reeem w6iinds' 
wj^^4Md'43Cie|S^ given, by thole iuhuman moii{ler% Qppofvd 
tii^fr vigorou$«^OJ?iS' vmd -Alp&bp caai« to ^htk a^Hance.^ 
£{« at>iiie^d them t« taife ;;h€ fiege> and dr^vsthem from the 
cfuil^y^^M^th great loii?. 

{t np^%n froai th« iaw-sof Athslstan, ih^t, a^out th^ 
yt«r 93O1 hd eftd^ifttfd t^e^ ix^mg houses inihudcy, cw<> 
btioRglDl BObthe king, 9i|d (me to the bilhop^ th^ namber wat 
allotctd to fhifi piac^i b^csMiie it was ^aniidcred as a pjkapai 
|i9rt*' I (p^Aflpt diicav^r the number of ye^rs that money wa^ 
coined here; but it ^pp^sus from the Textu^ RorF£N&i$y 
p. i84« 1869 that at this period there were two mint- mailers 
Qrg«wcjp$]ivimntRQch«ft«rA (Sblpvinus and RoBERTurs^ 
^lA tiM the fbrnf^r of thefe. pert>n9 was 4 benefactor to th« 
biihopj^Amonkaof §t. Andj:ew^ : ^ . 

. EftCHlsTER &ems» lipr a feaTon^ tohai^t enjoyed fome repdfe^ 
£o!£W^ find no acoount of siny attempt agiunftit until the year 
g86j when 8T¥>iaBn kingof England .( fon of the faii? bot 
,cru4£i«FRis>A)« who had no veneration for the eccleiiatfiics^ 
quarrelled with the biihop of Eocheiler, and laid fiege tin. die 
city; but the inhabitants making great refinance, he fell oa 
tj^e patrinvpny of the churph of St. Ax^rpw, and laid walleye 
land t;e}onging to the cathedraL Dunstan,' then ftrchbi0»]^ 
pf Cantorbury, the patron s^nd fainjt of thfc mdrifcs, feould h6i: 
^fce this attack on thj^ Church witbouV great emotion^'' IJe inters 

f fed in her behalf ; but findix^jus intreaties ineffecTuaf, Kc 
d recourfe to menaces, and threatened the king with th^ 
ff^qgfasce of St. Andrew^, wbofe^eiaefne he had dared facrK 
/ lesioufljp 



U^dvitty to intad«; bin his brandilhiAg 6f theft fijlFfeuM 

-^r«ie^dlfrf.,i3ftiriicle*i, ^qM niW by «liy itli^tl»?e^lpft£jifl(lf»:*t 
th|s,iunA4fe,iav<[,hisr (irigntbi biM bad' i^fffOKrfe.t^^t;.!) iiligiiiaiy ; 
iUieniQ, amlQiered.ETiiBi^RBii a foia of jm^neje^tton i$»tidfok|D 
tW he wpujki rai^ the fiege* Th« Jcing^'CoQfQbti^gi.d^iQQOcyj 
yiiA9 ijPfmcdiftHly p^d to him, ai^d he decampcc), iv^M^ilrf^ 
«f the anathema^j which Duii»t4i» f9W^i J^tk:Stpiai\k\t^ 
for his av^ice and impiety, 

$ut this ficg« was trivial t^ what th<J wretched fnhi|A9t$»|% 
ibff^red from the Danes twelve years afeer. In $99, thofe> lA- 
T^ders, with 9 fleet of ftips, caine op the Mcdwsij'its far,ar Rcit 
cheiler. The terror they ftruck itiioihe hcactsof thepfdple, bj} 
their unheard-of barbarities, exercifed ;n various parts of Sn^p* 
land at this time, indaec4 the Inhabitants to leave the aty, fq 
chat they met with little i^Alknce ; and, hsiving plunderi^ Rd^ 
chefter, they defutrted into Eaft Kent. It does not appeal ilM 
this cit^ ever made ail^ further f^poQtiqn* a|aij^ the p4h<fs4:> 

^ Tifr whole kingdom was Ibon after lnvolv<gd In fuch f6fi&fi« 
'<m; by the invafions of fhefc emigrants', th^ treachery of tlkf niit. 
^ies,- and incapacity of Ethelred, that the Aatiofi, ddpaifii^ 
.dd3jc recovery of its liberty i or of being able to throw 4>l^ (his 
:ibreign yoke, tamely fubmittedto t]^ ravages of the^esfiy.^ M" 
s^' . . ■ ■ ; " "' 

3ii * ' At k conncU helif By Dumstait, td promote his darling icKeme if 
yiht «t y/ >whTO he Mfis' Waftnty dppofttf; thlF flbdr give' #iiy, eibept wlu<irc; 
^ ^ff^iibof /at, 4Q<lcra&ed manyofhi» epf^^ra; f^n nfat^^mfiSMfd 
by jthe mqnksiis 4 W^dc, bat the primate was iufpeacdV heiag, ^f 
author of iiC« 



t ^j?^ 1: 



6ti^f^f/^iiyi^1kfi€i^fCi^^tf»^Ma aide 

the Uxxtt of which* in chaC year, furrcndered to the beliegers, 
baL90t.\«dthpjft %y|afHOf^J«fm9lQ0i^Ql?tMr«Dt^ dayspandji^r* 

«"./o.L);:^ .:o to. r^v- .i: • '- v.- ^^ ''- .:^-'; e'-t-v/ /^ :.. .on :>r[5 

^j^f S^jt^Is^tJj)i^;E|jrfiih.ii|^(k^ ..lit- 

if\^ju^y:gr.vipvv|i qy:chMihQ]^ flujysT* bave.in l^sde^ 

sjincxiitioQjig^iaii^TBELaEP, th9 evisnc of Piovidence proved ^ 
as.calj^lu^us as the faim^oi^4 desire.; and kid it not Invoivedi 
the monks and biibops in ti^ecomn^on tf^dkryfihsy w^aldjtave.^ 
looked on it as the vengeance of heaven for his treipaiSng on d^ 
church l4nflt«aiul hhcx^ftic^ from the biibop* . : . 

' fif this ilate Rocheftpr coii^unued until tl^e conqupflpf Eng- ; 
Ismdby theKornflans in io66| tO| whom it fabmitted an t)^ ; 
fame honorable conditipi|s as were given to the cpunty in ge- • 
»eral L A M B A R D fap, that in the uixje ^^^ 
(in Dopmfday book] was valued at one hundred (hilling!) a yea^r"^. 

Odo bifhop of Baycuxin Normandy, baflard brother to the : 
COM ueror, being. created carl of Kent, took up |ii& fefideftsgj ; 
in *i^j county, and very- probabiy^ ifx, this. ?ity, ai there ia:t 
• P*??.9 of land, by the dean's Jioufc, which was fprmeriyt^aHed .: 
O^oV Orchar^, , Ifis religipus .profjsffion /eems. to have hepaku 
only nominal ; for tho* a bifhop, hf - f^^A 99 ^jy^r^:. lAtdftipa. - 
belonging to the archbifhop of Canterbury, and to the fee of 
Kocl^e^er^ and ntt;aiiic4 th(em in his;Qwn|)i^emqn, no> oSb 

dsjffjing to Opj)Oft hi^, , . ., ^ ^ .;: •:( ' i ,'' '^r.^ o-tf 
, .^^ .^. ^ . .•,;*: i ,. ;.!•.-'•;. )•' -.I' T ■ J jfudst 



9ili«ftb^(fio«r!iig Wig^li<l>i«iiM% ^i^liteKH^t^fiMfi^ iUF 

when Henr.*- I. the aMftbidwp of.Gml^lHj^jV «il*%hlii3^^ 
the nobility, wereprcfent at the confccration of St. Andrew's 
cJiIirchpii^ttJljWt^iiKhe^ '. bift- tfiefr iiiirWw^'tiiMaifiio 
fo^lv, bxihcift^mg m6\x*nhyfyt€isit6nofl ar8Vdfa"toife&' 
grabiani whieh-^brokc out otvriii^Tfh ^f May, ana:; ^xthSdiij^'^ 
regard tc&jhe m^clly of thdflting^-gtindedr 6f^ th& cHurA, <»' 
fdlentoiiy of the occafiou, laid the cit!y inaflies, and mdcli^ 
damaged the pow church. ':.::. -.fc - -r •\. c r •. .-♦ 

■^.i' .'( ' ;V- "' * ■'"" ■ '■ '^ ' "T ■" r: .;.:•, ". i ■ .''i!! 

KiLBURNE ,«ttdothert, male mention of a gf^affii^ So thif "'^ 
city on the third of June 1 137 : it had bjit iuil recovered from 
jthofe i-epiiated difafters, when its rum was nearly coni pleated hy 
another dreadful fire on the thirfl of April' 1 1 77, in the reign of 
Hei«RY If. The toa.k« of this deplorable calamity (Phh.pot ' 
/aj?») Were vifible ev^n in his tinile, viz. in the laft cdntury, 

Thb city recovered very flowly from thefe fucceiBK tnisfcir- 
tiftife i* And the -inti^ftihe commotions o^ the kingdom happen- 
i^ foott after, in which Rochcller fufffcred confiderably, as will ' 
appeariih. the hiilory of the caftJe, it was halfa century' before "' 
itflwfcame'oPaiijf diftiiwafon ; and then it fecmtf td hav'i teii * 
ifld«We^^-t6 -the royaf bounty of king H^kky HI. }6t gr^k^' 
piridf-ii^fb'ength and beauty, ' •. -7 -. 
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SEutaiMng^kMir^ fcivc Invieifcd Rochefter-wit*^a vv'a'li ^ 
and ditch, in the year 1225; but this onJyimplld^ Mi^'' 
rebuilt or repaired the old wall, it being mo^ certain (as was 
beiiu9 .^l^]h^fj»fM^tja$H:i9^l«M^ t^a^td^^-kii i«^ ^Od^^ylar^ 

wl pnojT 
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jmor tn thU pfcriDcf : but doufctlcfs -it wa§ mvtth impaired by 
time, by foreign an^ domcilijq^^pcnilcs^ .fiix4 Jby 4ke Jata con* 
gagaiion. HtWRX jeiipred t^c yvtUs to. their fq^nner .cipi-. 
dition, and ppbably j»ade tb^ih fiwngor lwd4^9rc.fla|^j^'ifc 



1 



cent. 



This fcing fccms to have had the honor of Rochcfter snuth 
at heart, to., on die 8th of Dcceiobcr 1251, he held theie a, 
icJemn touinament, which, it may be conjefturcd, w«b in the 
fields to the fouth ^ail of the city. On ;hefe pccafio»s were 
t.Nhibited the fplendor, co^urage, addrefs, and beauty cf the 
fimes. In the leats of chivalry peifoimed at Rpcheiler, the 
Engiiih enteied ihe lifts againft all fbreignen* without cxccp-. 
tion; and in ohis held our countrymen difcovered their 
averfion to the impolidc conduct of Henry, in his_ prcdilcdion. 
for foreigners, which foon atter threw the kingdom into f^jch. 
violent convulfions as cq endanger the (late. In this conteft 
the Engiiih gallan ly fupported the military chaia^cr of the 
nation, mfomuch that their an'^agonifts retreated w ith (h*mc into 
the city ; and fach of ihem as were confcious of any malpra^i- 
ces, fearing the juit reientment of the Englifh nobiiity and 
genilemen, took refuge in the caHlc. 

BochESTfR fuiFercd much in the civil war that enfuedt 
but as thefc things chitfly relate to- the cattle, I iha.! d^fer, 
them until I relate tne hiilory of that important fortrefs. 

The plague, which» in th« reign of Edward III, A., IX, 
13 49} ^nd 1350, made great d^vaiiation in moil pares >: of life 
kiiigdom, proved faial to many 01 the inhabitants of thk'dtyr 

When the emperor Charles V. made his fecbnd viiit*te 
England, /V. i). v^zz, it rs veryprabablc rnathe and' ki^g^ 

Hanrv Viil.^itopipedaiRocJtwiter on-the fecond ofJ:^ii^^ift* 

that 



pf^cfe,^ihat* th^ft'inillridus pc'ifobagcs left the' city the da^ 
fpUbWi\i^,'atid'*p^oce«ic^ lOWards'Lofidon. HtNar VllL 
^ain honored RochelLr with his royal prefencc the latter end 
' of December 1 540, but did not leave it with much fatisfadtipm. 
liiipa^cTif ib'Tec'-hiVcbhlort Ann of Clevcs, with vihom anaU 
Ikhc^ was concradled- by a treaty of marriage, he haftened to thii 
city. • H^r pi<5turc had been drawn in fo ilatrering a manner b/ 
Han3 Holfen, that Henry grew foni of her at a diftancc, 
sciid cbnceircd a very high idea of her perfon. But on the 
firlt v4(it he paid to her, his difappointment ^yas fuch, that he 
fworc in a rage, ** They had brought him a Flanders mare^v 
Henky, however, fo far recovered his temper before hb dc*' 
j>arture for Greenwich that, (the feafon probably being as col4 
^ bis love) he prefented his intended (^uecn wich a fuit o| 
fable for a new-year's gift *. 

^BCftTT Apr'tl 1 5 56 Rochefter became the theatre of one of 
thofe horrid (cenes that difg'^s^rcd tlie reign and rcligioft of queetl 
lif AR^ I. JonN Harpole of St Nicholas parrfh in this chy^i 
tiid Joan Beach of Tunbridge, were burnt alive as herctks^ 
according to tlxe (entenee of Maurice Griffin biihop of 
Hbche'ftfer,' for denying the authority of the church, anid ch# 
traa]^i)i3taiitladon of tite Ikriaaokencal eleaieik»« 



♦ fht fiiHowfog were the ^rkes of h!Jr>i< ar Roc^elter at tfcis period, rit^ 

iinhe^JBeai- 't^$Xf aiul may be depended upon as authentic : ' ' '^ 

.T0a4«rp(w«er, foroftccfcif^ wagjes - . - *• ci ^ i4baili«aa^ 

Tp^f j|%^fi*r, /or,a» day'A w«rk --*»♦ <> % . i 

To tKrtcdasyscbarges^of a.meflcttger *» - • « a ^ 

To4be Recorder of JU>ii(don,. fayr hiiB coua^Ii. • 3^ ' 4 • • 

Tbp dtfifd^oce bonsreeo. the pfiiee oC fakhor ^ea atitt at pre(«fit if ftAfflnq^ 

fe!t ;'and^ it is W911J1. remark itt^^ homn mixch tbe 0ec for tike ** i^abor ^eM 

'^'hcaiid^^liasibrf afloct^ia its increafe^ the waj^es of ^ The work of the hand.** 

•i -V^ « -'■ 
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♦ The iJuflrfeof filler of queen Maiy was more propitioui 
tQ this city. It has been obferved by many faiilorians of 
bcr reign,^that travelling from one ptrt of the kingdom to 
another, was a favorite paiTioB of Elizabeth; and in order to 
gratify this laudable inclination, (he, in the year 1573, vifited 
various places in the counties of SuiTex and Kent. Being on 
licr return towards the metropolis from this to6r, her tnajefty 
^ame on September the eighteenth to Rocheller, and for four 
of the five days of her continuance here (he took up her abode 
at the Crown Inn; but on the laft day Mr. Watts had 
the honor and happ nefs of accommodating her at his houfe 
on Bully Hill^ the fame which now b longs to Mr, Brooke. 
Ihere is a traditional ftory of this royal gueft having given 
the title* of Satis to this man (ion ; either as declaring it to 
be her opinion that the apartments were fufficiently large 
and commodious even for a lady of her exalted rank, and 
that therefore all further apologies on that fubjed from the 
mailer were needlefs ; or as expreflijig her facisfadtion at the 
ftoitm^nt ilie had received in it *. 

Archbishop Parker compofed in Latin a very minute 
detaiiof the manner in which the queen paffed the fourteen days 
file refided at Canterbury; but unfortunately, Rochefier, on this, 
as well as many pther occadoos, wanted an annaliii to perpe- 

-* if the former he the original meaning of the term, the ftrift propriety 
•f it cannot be difputed ; otherwiCe perfons, not mnch difpofed to cavil, 
Alight in£jiuate, that had the queeni inftead of being quire (b fparing of 
ller Latin wotds, condefcended to havt* prefixed Plus to Satis, (he 
Voald not have paid a higher compliment to Mr. Watts than he de- 
lerved for hit grnerofity, nor more than was reafoaably to be e^pefled 
|ram ib accompliihed a princefi. And I am welt afluxed that ceaTttueal 
pad ^Maot manfioA Hill rcuias tu former hoi^itality. 
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totite her tratira<fUons while ihc wa^ in this citjr. The only ac- 

cavy»rds t^ c^nduEon of hi^ grace's det;;c)pti^n of. her fj^^il/s 
^ FWgre<s,» frQi?i v^hicb the before- reciterf circuioi|aiv;q^ ^r^ ex- 
tradled- But the;re is another particular whkh may bc.^dd^d, 
as a ncccjlaiy. iojiendo to moft of our , modern traycllcrs 
.inaJljanksof life, that ihe attended divide fervice,, apd heard 
. a fermoa at the cathedral, the day after her arrival. And in- 
deed, In all her jourmes, this protellant princefs feems to have 
.laid it down as an invariable rule> not to be upon the road 
•on Sundays. 

When we confider the peculiar talents of queen Ej^iza- 
B5TH for bufinefs, and her clofe attention to the important 
affairs of Hate, we can hardly imagine that amufement was 
lier principal motive for her long continuance in this pla<5e. 

, As ihe had the year before iflued orders for an increafe of Ker 
navy, it is not unlikely that fhe was determined to be an eye- 
witnefs how far her commands had been executed : and /he 

' might like wife be detirous. of giving, after a careful l^irv^y, 
proper diredlions for the fcciirity of her fleet vvhilll in har* 
boor, and for the enlargement and improvement of the dock- 
yard. 

:•'■■■■ 

Wh|:n king Charles H. returned to England, after the 

death of Cromwell, he was received at Rocheller on the 28th 

of May. 1660, where he knighted Mr. Francis Clarke (who 

'^ ' ^ih'reiidcS in that antique maniion in Crow Lane; lio^. be- 

^"•'^iV'^^gjni; i& iVjr.'P^ynard) and Mr, William Swan, both of 

;'.,^'^^^e^^^ntleinfn, of tljie county of Kent, The m^or and 

b ^iBt^U9i|t.^this cifiy.prcfentcd hismajeily with a fiWcria- 

t '* ^pg^ iid'e^iV which were kindly accept-ed. It appears from 

^-ejittfei^tl^iiithe r&ord's df the city, that this donation to %he 

joyal gueft #as^ piirthafed' bj a vbluntary fubfcrtptibft iif^the 

. principal inhabitants of Rocheller, for it was ordered, " That 

^m ^ j^ "if 
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*' if the fubfcription fhould prove infufficicnt, the remaindet 
*' of the moiiey Ihould be paid out of the chamber of tht 
** city." His • majeily, having refrefhed himfelf, went to 
Chatham to fee the Royal Sovereignman of war, and retunkd 
to the houfe of colonel Gibbons, in Rocheller, where he reft- 
cd' that night. In thembming, he was prefented by the ca- 
lomel with a dutiful' and loyal addrcfs from him and the offi- 
cers of his regiment, which was quartered in this city. 

The dreadful pkgue that almoll depopulated London in 
the year 1665, raged much in this city; it appearing from 
the regiller of St. Nicholas thatj between April and Chrift- 
mas above. 5Tao. corps were interred in the burying ground of 
that parilh.. 

In December 168S, king James II. on his abdication of 
the throne, came to this city, and was received by Sir 
Richard Head, who then refided in the houfe now octupicd 
by John Amherft efq. Being requefted, by the prince of O- 
range, to remove from Whitehall to Ham, a feat of the dii- 
chefs of Lauderdale, he begged that he might be allowed to 
remove to Rochefter; ' which being granted, he continued here 
a week under the protection of a Dutch guard. Rut fee- 
ing that there was no probability of his keeping pofTeflion 
of the throne, and that he was defertedby his injured fub- 
je6lsj and being likewife alarmed With fear of his perfonal 
fafety, he privately left the city the laft day of the year,, and 
cmbai'kcd for France, on board a tender in the' river, which 
was at that time employed in imprefling feamen. The maf- 
ter of. the tender was one Browne, a citizen of Rochefter, 
who landed the king, the duke of Berwick, and fbme others 
who accompanied him, atAmbleteufe in Picardy. 

This city gave title to Humphrey fon of the duke of Glou- 
ccfter, whom Richakd II. made earl of Rochefter in the 

yeax 
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year .1396. And perhaps earl Hroffe before the Norman 
conqueft, took his title from this city. 

Robert Carr, the minion of king James I. .to the 4^^- 
^race of this city, was made earl of Rochefter, on Eafter 
Monday, in the year 1614. 

.In the year 1654, .lord WUmot was created earl of Ro- 
chefter by king Charles II. then in exile : he left the title 
to his fon John Wilmot, who is diftinguiflied in biograghy for 
the liccntioufnjefs of his manners and obfcenity of his writings j 
the dangerous tendency of which, he was convinced of, when 
it was too late to recall them ; for he died truly fenfable of his 
irregularities, in the year 1680, when the title became 
cxtinft; but was again revived in the perfon of Lawrence 
Hide, who in the year 1682, was created earl of Rochefter 
by .kiiig Charles II. The title is now cxtindl. 



The G A S T L E. 

/ I 'X H E venerable remains of this ftrong fortification na- 
X turally awaken in an inquifitive mind a defire of 
fearching into the hiftory of its origin and grandeur, together 
with the various- viciffitudes of fortune by which it has been 
reduced to its prefent abjcft ftatc. 

But even tlic learned and moft aQcurate inqmrier, in ex- 
ploring the primaeval ftate of this caftle, will meet with ;that 
obfcurity, which, like an impenetrable cloud, .darkens the tjar-r 
lieft periods of all hiliory. 

n 2 SoMB 
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8o^t go back fe far as Julius C^sar, for the <H*fgiii 
of this caftlc. KiLBUJiNE iays, « That Julius Casar 
•* commanded it to be built (according to the Roman order) 
*f to awe; the firitons, and the fame \vas called the caftlc of 
•* Mcdway. But time and tcmpefts bringing the fame intirely 
•* to decay, Oesc or Uske king of Kent, about the year 490, 
** caufed Hr-Off, one of his chief counfellors, and lord of 
«* this place, to build a new caftle upon the old foundation, 
** and hereupon it took the name of HroffcVccaftcr.** 

This piece of hiftory may jufBy be fufpeftcd; for Julius 
GiESAR llaid in thrs ifland fo fhort a time, and, during liis re- 
fidence, was fo harralfcd and perplexed, that k is very impro- 
bable he fhould engage in any regular fortiUcacion himfelf, 
and he left no immediate fucceflbr td do It iii his abfeace. 

But it is highly probable that the Britons, from their ex- 
perience of the importance of this paifage over the Medway, 
might ere£l fome fortification to fecure it after the Romans 
had retired to the continent ; and wlien the legioas again ar- 
rived, in the time of Claudius, under the command of A. 
Plautius, they might improve it to a regular fort or cafHe : 
for fuch a place there certainly was when the Itinerary of 
.Antoninus was compofed, fmce both Durobrivis* (or Ro- 
chefler) is there mentioned as a Roman ftation, and the Ro- 
man Way certainly led acrofs the river Medway, near this 
place. 

* In the account of names by which this city has Amnerly been dif- 
tinguilhecl, I omitted to mention, that, P. Jovius, in Angliae detcrip- 
tionc, & ^lius A NebriflTenfis in Di£lionario, have imagined that Roche(^ 
tcr was the famous Rutupi.«, which is fo often mentioned by theRoman 
hillorians. But to ufe the exprcHion of the ingenious and elegant writer 
on the Antiqoitates Rutupinae, page 155 thefe learned authors mull have 
been in a dream, "when they fuggeiled fuch a fanciful conjcfture. 
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. This appears more Certain from the great variety of Ro- 
man coins, which have frequently been found here. A gen- 
tleman now living in Roche llcr has in his pofleffion coins 
of the emperors Vespasian, Trajan, Adrianus, Anto- 
«INU8 Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Maximu9, Aurelia- 
Nus, CoN$TANTius, CoNSTANTiNE the Great, and feveral 
others. All of which have been found in the ruins of the 
caftle. * 

This fort or caftle might alfo have been rebuilt in the 
time of UsKE king of Kent, about the year 480 ; for it is 
certain there was a caftle here in 765, when Egbert king 
of Kent gave g certain portion of land to the church lying 
within the walls of the caftle of Rochefter : and in 855, 
Ethelwulf, king of the Welt Saxons, save a houfe and 
lands to one Dunke (his minifter) that were iitaatedin *' me- 
ridle caftelli Hrobi," which I apprehend figniiies to the fouth 
of the caftle of Rochefter. 

But it is objefted to this, that the whole city is called a 
caftle by king Ofpa, in his grant to biftiop Waermund, 
who is therein ftiled *' Epifcopum caftelli quod nominatur 
" Hrofieceafter." And again, that the extent of land mention*^ 
ed by Ecbbrt, viz. " unum viculum cum duobus jugcribus 
** Sc intra meenia caftelli," muft lignify the whole city, and 
not any fort or caftle in the city. 

This certainly is a ftrong prefumpUon againft the cxiftence 
of a caftle at Rochefter before the conqueft; to which may 
be added, that there feems to be no account of any caftle or 
citadel in the defcriptions of the fieges which this city fof* 

* Excepting coins, the antique ctariofities found in tlic ruins of this 
ancient foitreft have been but JFew. There was a very large fwoi-d, feme 
years iince dug up, near the foundation of the weil comer of the Tower^ 
and is now in the polTeiEoa of the perfon who fents the CMe Yard. 

tained 
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tamed in thofc early days, but after tlie conq^ucft the cafUc h 
always nolked. 

Nevertheless it does not follow that thefe objeftions are 
fufficiently cogent to Induce us to give up the former opinion j 
for in thofe ancient writings or charters, which relate to the 
church of Rochefter, in Reg. Roff. there is generally a difr 
tinction made between the walls of the city, and the walls of 
the caflle. Thus we find frequent mention of the walls of 
the city towards the north, or fouth, or call, but they are 
never called the caftle walls in this manner ; the city wall is 
alfo generally exprefTed by the word " Murus", but the cafUf: 
« wall by Mcenia". 

And as to the extent of land within the caftle, viz. 
•• unum viculum et duo jugeribus," that is, one little ftrcet 
and two acres ; I imagine the prefent walls of the caftle inr 
clofe as much as is there exprefTed, and the ancient fortrefs 
might be fom6 tiling larger. 

Again, in the grant of Ethelwulp, above mentioned, 
the houfc and lands are faid to be fouthward of the cafUe; 
there is alfo mention made of two acres of meadow land, 
and " communionem marifci," a right to the reeds, which 
I prefumc grew in this meadow by the river fide; from all 
which it may be inferred, that this houfe and land, faid to 
fee to the fouthward of the cafUe of Rochefter, was at the 
weft end of the city, by the river fide, where tlie prefent 
caftle ftands. 

On fumming up thefe particulars, I muft conclude, that 
there was a fortification called a caflle, within the city, ,on 
this fpot, before the conqueft, although much lefs ftrong an^. 
jre(pp€ta))le than the prefent caftle has been. 

Is 
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In the year 884, Hasting the Dane beiieged and much 
damaged the firft calUe ; after this it lay a long time defolatc 
and negledcd, 'till, as Kilburne fays, the Conqueror 
tebuilt it, and garrifoncd it with 500 foldiers ; but proves it 
by no authority. I am therefore inclined to believe, witii 
Mr. Lambard, that the caftle (of which there are fome 
remains) was the work of William the Conqueror, who 
created many fuch fortifications in England, to keep the 
people in obedience : and it is very probable, that Odd' bi^ 
fhop of Bayeux, in Normandy, ballard brother to William, 
greatly contributed to the work ; for he was appointed chief 
jufHce of England, and earl of Kent, ai«I, it fecms, relided 
in this city. This conjefture is confirmed by the known ex- 
change of lands, which . pafled between the bilhop of Ro- 
cfiefter and William I. The bifliop having land given lum 
at Aylesford, in lieu of a piece of ground in Rochefter, for 
the king to build a caftle on : and I am inclined to think, 
that this piece of ground was the two acres within the ca^ 
tie, before mentioned, given to the church of Rockefier, bf 
Egbert king of Kent; and now put again into the king'* 
hand, that he might rebuild and llrengthen the fortificatioas. 
This exchange gave rife to the pre\'ailing notion, that Ro- 
chefter caftle ftood in Aylesford pariih.T 

From hence we may conclude,- that about 700 years have 
clapfed fince the building of this caftle : the remains prove 
it to have been a ftrong fortification, which will be further 
confirmed when we coufider the number of fkges it* former- 
ly futtained: but befoie I proce<;d to this, ftiort hiftory, it 
will not be improper, firft to defcribe its lituation, and extent, 
as far as can be collefted from its prefcnt appearance. 

This caftle is placed on a fmall eminence, near the river 
Medway, juft above Rochefter bridge, and confequently is 
in the fouth-weft -angle of the wall* of the^city. It is nearly 

of 
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•f a quadrangular form, having its fides parallel witR the 
walls cf the city. It is about three hundred feet fquarc 
within the walls, which were fevcn feet in thicknefs, and 
twenty feet high, above the prefertt ground, with embrafures. 
Three fides of the caftle were furroundcd with a deep broad 
ditch, which is now nearly filled up : on the other fide runs 
the Medway. In the angles and fides of the caftle were 
feveral.fquare towers, fome of which are ftill remaining which 
were raifed above the walls, and contained lower and up- 
per apartments, with embrafures on their tops. 

The walls of this caftle arc built with rough ftones of very 
, irregular forms, cemented by a compofition, in which arc 
large quantities of ihells, and is now extremely hard. 

Thb entrance into this fortrefs is from the fouth-eaft, 
part of the portal ftill remains : on each fide of this 
entrance is an angular recefs, with arches in the outward 
walls, that command the avenues to the bridge of the 

' caftle to the right and left : over the gate- way and the re- 
cefies was a large tower. From this entrance is an eafy dc- 

- fcent into the city, formed on two arches turned over the 
caftle ditch. 

This defccnt from the caftle terminated in a ftreet, 
which in the Reg. Roff. is called a Venellam, and was the 
grand avenue from the High Street to the Caftle, which 
doubtlefs procured it the name of " Caftle Street,** which 
it appears, by a court roll, to have retained fo low, at leaft, as 

But what chiefly attradls the notice of a fpeftator, is the 
noble tower, which ftands in the fouth-eaft angle of this caf- 
tle, and is fo lofty as to be feen diftinftly at twenty miles 
diftant. It is quadrangular in its form, having its fides pa- 
rallel 
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ralWl with the w^lls of the caftle. But before I give a 
particular defcripdon of this tower, it is neceiT^ry to xelate 
whatpaiTed juil before its foundation was laid« 

The caftle being the work of William the Con- 
queror, it is probable (as was before obfcrved) that his half 
brother Odo, bilhop of Bayeux in Normandy, who was alfo 
carl of Kent, and chief jufticiary of England, refided at 
Rochefter, and fuperlntended the work of the caflle* 

Odo was an ambitious turbulent prelate, of which his bro- 
ther could not be ignorant, for he had flopped him in his 
intended flight to Rome, whither he was tranfporting the 
immenfe treafure which he had amaifed by robbing the 
church, and oppreffing the people: this induced William 
to fend him prifoner to the calUe of Rouen, in Norman- 
dy, which was about five years before the death of that 
monarch k 

From this imprifonmcftt he was releafed, by a general 
pardon which William granted juft before he died: and 
when Ruifus afcended the tlu-one, Odo came over to Eng- 
land, vand folicited the king for his eftates; which were 
,granted, and with them, it feems, he received all his for- 
mer honors, aiid places of truft, amongCl which was the calUe 
pf Rocheiker. 

Neither the tie of duty or religion CouJd fecure the 
allegiance of this haughty ecclefiafticj for in the fecond 
year bf Rufvs, viz. 1088, he was in open rebellion a- 
gainft Jiim, in favor of William's elder brother, Robert 
■ duke of Nonnandy; and drew over to his party many of 
the nobility of England, 
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' Rurus, wKo was not deficient in courage or conducfj. 
fiaftened to ftifle this flame in its beginning; biit finding 
his fubjeAs not fo zealous in his fupport as might be wiih^ 
cd, he iflued a proclamation to this effc«El, " That whofoever* 
** would not* be reputed a*niding *, fMoirid repair to the fiege 
« of Rochefter.^' This artful expedient had the defired eft 
feft ; for tKe youth, abhorring that moft reproachful name, re- 
paired' to his flandard' from every quarter, with whofe af- 
Mance he foon took the town, and clofely belieged thir 
caftle for the (pace of fix weeks, without making much pro- 
grefs; but a contagious diflemper breaking out, the* h^ficgcd 
offered to capitulate: Rui^us, however, would grant'them 
no terms for fome time; at length; through the perfuafio» 
and intreaties of many of his n6bles, he permitted them to^ 
march out, with their horfes and arms, and to depart the 
kingdom, with the forfeiture of their cftates : but Odo he 
ftnt prif6ner tO'Tunbrjdge Caftle, and afterwards, on con- 
dition of his leaving the realm, gave him his liberty. 

This caftle feems to have' received confidefable damage- 
By this fiege; and perhaps the prior and bifhopGuNouLPH 
-might have been fome what tardy in their allegiance to Ru- 
Fus ; at leaft' the king feeirts to 'have entertained fufpicions 
of that nature; and made it a pretence to extort money 
from them, for herefufedto con£rm a grant of the manor 
of Hadenham in Buckinghamfhire, given to the ice of Rty- 
chefter by the then archbiihop Lanfranc: but being in- 
'treated by Robert fitz Ha^on and Henry earl of 
Warwick, the king confented, on condition that Gundulph 
(who was a celebrated architeft) fhould expend 60 h in 

*' Various Have been the conjcftures on the meaning.of this word; the 
moft probable is, that it meant a daAardl^ ibolilh fellow: and perhaps our 
Aldget luid nixmj are denved &om is^ 

repairing: 
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n:epairing the .injuries which the csdlle had fuffered by the 
li^ge, and make other neceflary additions. 

GuNDULPH accordingly repaired the walls, and laid the 
foundaiion of the great fquarc tower before mentioned," 
which is iHll called by his name, and has proved through 
fucceeding ages a.laflin^ monum,ent of his fame. 

1 CANNOT, however, think that 13uNDUlPH*finiflied tKis 
ilupendous work, but am rather of opinion that it was the 
labour of many years : for, in the year 1 1 26, king Henry I. 
by advice of his council, granted to "William Cor by l, 
thcn>archbiihop;of Canterbury, and to his fucceflbrs, the cuf- 
Jtody of "this c^Hle, and the office of caftellan annexed to it, 
•with free liberty to build a tower in it for himfelf ; that is, 
fays Philpot, " Another tower correfpondent to GuN- 
** dulph's:" but I imagine this to be the fame tower, 
it being too large a work to be compleated fo foon as thefe 
juxrounts .fecm to intimate. The affair of Odd was in 
,the year »jo89: Gundulph m^ghtliave finifhedthe repairs 
jof -the cafile and have made fome projjreTs in building his 
tower about the year 1092, by which time it is probable 
he had expended the greatell part of the flipulated fum, 
-.and could not proceed in his intended projeft of the tower 
without ^ grant of money from the crown, but it does no^ 
>9ppear that any fuch aid was glvc^i hlm« 

If it be robjedled, that a defire to perpetuate his name, 
^y this .noble flrufture, might have induced the bifhop to 
Jiave been at the whole expence; it may be replied, that 
though it would have flattered his ambition, yet it is impro- 
vable that he fhould fcek to be eminent in fo expenfive a 
work, which iad no connedliop with ecclefiaftical affairs ; 
the bifhops of .thofe days in general confining their attention 
10 facred edifices. 

E 2 It 
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It may llkewife be urged, that as GirNDtrLi*H uriderfoolc 
tKc work more by compulfion than choice, he confidered 
the fum to be expended as an unreafonable tax on the 
church, and therefore would be cautious not to exceed it. And 
iuppofing he had employed but one hundred men, at only one 
penny a day wages, the whole fum would not have kept them 
in pay fix months, in which time they would have made 
but a very inconfiderable progrefs in fo large a building, and 
no expence allowed for materials. 

A 

This bifhop was like wife engaged in what appeared to 
him more important works. He was rebuilding the cathe- 
dral ; and the adjoining monailery, which he had fo lately 
founded, engroffed his thoughts and time. He was alfo at law 
for the recovery of feveral manors which belonged to the'fee ; 
to which may be added, that his revenue was but fmall ; from 
all which conliderations it may be concluded j that Gundulph 
did not carry this tower to the height it now is. He died 
about twelve years after it was begun, leaving it unfiniihed : 
but as the plan and foundation were laid and formed by 
him, it has ever fmce been juftly called Gundulph*s 
Tower. 

The grant, therefore, of Henry I. to the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, in the year 11 26, about nineteen ytirs after 
Gundulph's death, with liberty given him to build a tower 
in the caftle, was probably with a view to the completion 
of the tower. This conjefture appears the more reaibnable, 
if we confider that there is not the leaft trace of any other 
tower iimilar to this in the caftle. It is alfo very remark- 
able, that the tower firft built fhould ftill be fo intire as to 
ftrikc a beholder with admiration ; and the latter 'tower (if 
there was one) be not only thrown down, but its founda- 
tion fo effeftuaHy crafed, as not to be difcovcred by the ftrift- 
cft fearch. 

It 



[ ^9 ] 

' It defexTcs alfo to be remarked, that Hbnry II. in z 
eharter, withoat date, fays, " I will that the monks of 
•* Rochefter, and their men, be freed from all the work 
** of the caftle, et expeditione archi fue conftruftione;" by 
which it is evident, that the tower was then building. Tho 
firftyear of Henry II, was 28 years after the grant made 
to the archbifliop, with liberty to build a tower, that being 
in 1 126. Vide Regist. Roff. page 45. 

H.viNG given very probable reafons to conclude that 
GuNDULPH did not finifh this tower, and that no other like 
it has ever been built in the caftle j I now proceed to give 
fome account of the walls and apartments of this once very 
important and ftately pile. 

The tower, is quadrangular, and its angles nearly cor- 
refpond with the four cardinal points of the compafs. It is 
^ bout feventy feet fquare at the bafe; the outlide of the 
walls are built inclining inward, fomewhat from a perpcndii 
cular, and are in general twelve feet thick. 

Adjoining to the eaft angle of this tower, is a fmall one, 
about two thirds the height of the large tower, and about 
twenty-eight feet fquare. The grand entrance was into 
this fmall tower by a noble flight of fteps eight feet widcj^ 
through an arched gateway, sjbout fix feet by ten ; the arch * 
is adorned with curious fret-work. For the greater fecurity 
. of this entrance, there was a drawbridge, under which was the 
common entrance into the lower apartments of the great tow-r 
cr, Thefe lower apartments, were two, and mull have been 
dark and gloomy. They are divided by a partition wall 

• The ftone of whicli this and the other arches in this building 
$at fonncd, is faid to be brought from Caen in Normandy. The. 
coil) ftogfB? SMTC alfo of the fame Aatur^, 

five 
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Jhx afect thick, whidh partition is continued to lJiciop,./<i 
that the rooms were twenty-one by forty-fix feet on each 
fioor.- In the lower part of the walls are feveral narrow open- 
ings, intended for the benefit of the light and air: there are 
silfo arches in the partition wall, by which one room commu^ 
micated with the other. Thefc apartments feem to have 
been deligned for fl:ore->ooms. 

In the partition wall, in the center of tho building, is 
a well two feet nine inches in diameter, neatly wrought 
in the walls, which wellafcends through all the llories to the 
top of the tower, and has a communication with every floor. 

On the north-eaft fide within the tower is a fmall arched 
door- way, through which is a defcent by fteps into a vault 
under the fmali tower: here feems to have been theprifon and 
melancholy abode of the ftate criminals, confined in this 
fortrefs. 

From the grouad floor there is a winding ftair-cafe in 
the call angle, which afcends to the top of the tower, and com- 
municates with every floor ; it is about five feet five inches 
wide, the cement ilill retains the imprefiions of the wind- 
ing centers on which the arches were turned, but the fl.airs 
aie much deftroyed* 

The floor of the firfl: ftory was about thirteen feet from the 
ground ; the holes in the walls, where the timbers were laid, 
diilindllj mark every floor, but at prefent no wood remains in 
the tovver. The joiils were about thirteen inches by ten in- 
clics iqudTC, and about thirteen inches apart, butfome^vhat lefs 
in the upper floors*, and extended from the outward wall to 

^ A gentleman informed me, he well remembered riie floor timbers 
of the calllc being taken down and fold to one Gimmet, who bought 
^kem for the purpofe of building a brcwhoufc oa the common. 

the 
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Ihc l^artrtfon. In the weft angle h another ftair-cafe, whick 
afcends from this floor to the top of the tower, and comn»i- 
nkAtcs with every roon*. 

The rooms in the firft ftorjr were about twenty feet high, 
and were probably for the accommodation of fervants, Sec. Ther 
apartnient on the north-eaft fide in the fmaW tower over the pri- 
fon, and into which the outward door of th« grand entrance 
cpcned, was on this fl-oor, and was about thirteen- feet fquare: 
and neatly wrought ; the arches of the doors' and windows 
bein^ adorned with fret-work. This room communicated! 
With the Targe rooms in the great tower, through an arch about 
fix feet by ten, which was fecured by a portcullis ; there be- 
ing a groove well worked in the main wall* quite through to 
the next llory. The rooms of this floor alfo communicatcci 
with each other, by arches In the partition wall, and tlicre are 
many holes in the outward walls on every fide for the admiC- 
£on of light, and for the annoyance of the enemy. In the 
north angle is a fmall neat room, with a iire-place in it, and 
was doubtlefs the apartment of fome of the ofii'ccrs of the 
fortrefs. In tlie fouth-eaft fide is a imall door, moil probably 
for fuch as were not admitted at the grand entrance, the 
wall within this door is peculiarly conllruifted for its lecuritv^ 

From hence you afcend to the fecond fiory or third fljoor, on 
which were the apartments of flatc, and here the workman 
has fliewn his greatcil fkill. Thefe rooms were about thirty- 
two feet high, and feparated by three columns^ forming four 
grand arches curioufly ornamented : the columns are about 
eighteen feet in height and four in diameter*. 

There are fire-places to the rooms, having fenxicircular 
chimney pieces ; the arches of which, in the principal rooms, 
are ornamented in the fame tafte with the arches before men- 
tioned. The fmoke was not conveyed oir through fLjnnels. 

afccnding 
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Alcending to the top of the tower, but through fmall holes left 
for thatpurpofe in the outer wall near to each fire-place. A- 
bout midway as you afcend to the next floor, there is a nar- 
row arched pafTagc or gallery in the main wall, quite round 
the tower. 

Thje upper or fourth floor was about fixteen feet high? 
the roof is now intirely gone ; but the ftone gutters, which 
conveyed the water from it through the wall to the outfidc^ 
are very intire. 

From the upper floor the liair-cafe rifes ten feet higher, 
to the top of the great tower, which is about ninety-three 
feet from the ground, round which is a battlement feven 
feet high, with embrafures. At each angle is a tower about 
twelve feet fquare, with floors and battlements above them : 
the whole height of thefe towers is about one hundred and 
twelve feet from the ground*. 

From this elevation there is a pleafmg profpe£l of the fur- 
rounding country; of the city and adjacent town?, with their 
public buildings; the barracks and dock-yard at Chatham; the 
meanders of the Med way both above and below bridge, even 
to its confluence with the Thames, and down into the Swin : 
on fuch an ancient pile, a ferious mind cannot but reflect on the 
various changes that have diverfified the fcene below. On 
the battles, fieges, Peftilences, fires, inundations, ftorms, &c- 
which have agitated and fwept away the fuccefiive generations 
who have inhabited the city and adjacent towns, during the 
feven hundred years which have elapfed, fince the firft build- 
ing of this tower. Confidering how long this fabric has been 

* There is in the tower of the caftle wall next the bridge, a funnel or 
fpace in the wall, open from the bottom to the top, fuppofed to have been 
ufed for the fecret conveyance of neceiTaries from the river into the caille. 
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%egtc<acd, I believe there are few buildings in Englimd, rf 
•equal antiquity, fo pcrfeft: nor can I ^uit this venerable pilc> 
without exprefling my admiration at the ikiU and ingenuity of 
tlie reverend architeft*; the nice contrivance throughout -cv^ry 
part of the building, both for conv^niency and ftj-ength^ rnuft 
ftrike the eye of every curious beholder; nor can a perfin^ 
who has the leail taite in antiquities^ or ancient architedure» 
fpend an hour more agreeably than in furveying this curious 
fabric. + 

FROMa datelefs refcript in Rex^ist. Ropf. it appears, that 
there was a chapel in the caftlcj but whether in this tower, 
or in what other part, I cannot determine. It was named the 
King'6 Chapel; and the miniilers that officiated in it were called 
King's Chaplains ; their ftipend was fifty fhiliij\gs a year. 

I SHALL now recite fuch. parts of the Englifli hiftory as 
mention this calUe. After fii^fhing the tower above delcribed, 

"^ That Gu-NDULPH was the gteatcft archlteA of his age, ^ay be fafc* 
iy inferred, from' his fuperiatending the building part of the tovrer of Lon- 
don. See the account of him in the lift of biihopS; i& this work. 

f In the fouth^aft and fouth-weft fides of the great tow*r, axe Cerenl 
fiifures very discernible, ffora the top to near the bottAint where theie 
iiiTures are^ there af$>ear5 a fun^\ion of more modern work pajti-s* 
cularly in the innecfide of the fouth-caft wall. The facing and coin-^ 
Hones of the arches, in this fouUi or round tower> are not of the Caen^ 
ftone, which is ufed iA all the other arches in tiiis building, butb/thfe 
fire-ftone, the produce of this kingd-oirt. Fifom thefe and other appear- 
ances> fufficiently obvious to a curious eye, it will appear evident, that 
(his part of the building is not of equal antiquity with the reft| but was 
probably rebuilt after the damages the caftle had fuftained by the fieges, ia 
the reign of king John. This is, I think, fomcwhat confijrmed by aa 
order made in the tenth year of Hen. IIX. (vi?. in 1125, about ten years 
ifttr king John befieged it) to the iherifl' of Kent, to finilh the great 
tow«r in R«ch^fter caltle. 

F the 
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iibe\fiitll'[circiimfksmce on record, is the imprifonment of Ro- 
JOLKT «ari of Oiottceft^, xittural fon of Henry I. This 
great joanivas genertih. and counfellor to Matilda in her op- 
position to ^jcing SrKPHEN; and, in the year 1 141, was ta- 
ken prifosier at Winchcfter, after he had, by his gallantry 
€fe6fe'd the -efeape of his fifter Matilda. He was commit- 
tfed to thb ^liftody of William i>e Yprb, who, probably 
t^s iraiklian df.Rochefter CafUe at that tune, for he fent 
him a clofe prifoner to this fortrefs. King Stephen, at the 
fame time, was in confinement by Matilda ; and very foon af- 
ter the ciptiviiy of die eirl, the -king was exchanged for him. 

I^hiK already been mentioned that this ca(Ue was given in 
^ftodyto the-archbiftiops of Canterteiry by Henry Lin 
1 1 26, but th^ clergy didnot k«epit longifbr about theyear 1 163, 
that haughty primate Thomas Becket, among the many 
.infults with whiih-he treated his fbvereign king Henry 11. 
accufed him With having unjuftly deprived him of the caftle of 
Kochefter, which had been formerly annexed to the arch- 
biihopxi^k. 

In the year 1215, this caftle was a fubjeft of contention : for 
j^fter king John had. been obliged to fignthe famous Magna 
tCharta, he retired to the Ifle of Wight with a few friends, in 
oi-der to concert meafures for rcfuming his defpotic power, 
"and quelling the turbulent fpirit of his barons. To accom- 
pliih this, they agreed to ufe both temporal and fpiritual wea- 
pons ; certain confidants were therefore difpatched to procure 
-ajiftanoe from France, and other agents polled to Rome to 
^v^rchafe the thunder of the Vatican. 

' B'OTHthefb Schemes fncceeded ; a body of foreign troops ar-' 
Tived, together \^ith a bull from pope Innocent, furioully 
attacking and nullifying the great charter, abfolving the king 
from his oath, and denouncing anathemas againfl the barons if 
* : they 
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tkcy did not fabmittothe king) at the fiim/e twc, ea]9Jiiii|g, 
archblfhop cardinal Lakqton to fee thefe oidj^ft j»u4 ip 
execution. 

Langton, refufing to comply with the pope's commands^ 
was foipeiideds and the hatioh feemed on the vefgc of n eii^il 
war: The bifllops uppointed meetingps to feconciU'tbe pfirt«^>r 
but they were too much exafperated to'li^n tq tetm^o^ ^«>" 
commodation. The barons feized Rocheiiet- caiSie;. and' 
committed it to the cuflody o£ William Db A^iBi^Nfin*] a ' 
gallant nobleman. 

John's firft ftep was, to gain this Ibong caftle ; he tlwb-eforo • 
invefted it in a formal manner, and carried on the iiege with*' 
vigour. The baron* fent Ro b e r t Pi tz W a l t e r to the re- ' 
lief of the cafUe ; but it fcems the king had fo fccured himfelf 
by breaking down the bridges and fortifying all the pafibs, that 
Robert could not interrupt his operations^ or was afraid, to i 
attempt it ; for, having inarched as far as Davtford, v4tli .anl 
army double the number of John's, he turned back> and left! 
the caftle to the mercy of the king. 

! J 

Notwithstanding this, Db Albinxt nttdeaft cxbiliii 
hate defence, aiid baffled, for three ni&hths, i]it^t06tUfi 
of the belicgers: during which the city fufibred rtsuchiattct 
the garrifon in the caftle was redti^d to fuch es^treiliki^^^- 
that they ate all their hories: at 4ehgth> the walls beln^ckU' 
moliihed by the battering engines 6f -t^ beHegers, aAd hasrehig 
no profped of relief, they w%re c^iiged to iiwrepdep i£ di^. 
cretiort. 

John, fired with rcfentmetit at their loa|^ refiftanotj' ww 

about to facrifice the governor and the Whole garrifon^ t4»tgnr« 

tify his revenge; but being, convinced of th^ impriideiiot 'o6 

fuch a ftep, by fome* of his courtiefSy he fent I>B*AL«|.NBirJ 

F z and 
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mM other n6ble priibners, to different fortrefTes; and' them 
comraaaded, that, excepting the crofs-bow men, all the cons- 
«pn foldiers fliould be hanged, to ftrike terror into the mind* 
^f others.. 

After this fucceft, he marched through- his kingdom like» 
a. tyrant, infli^ling horrid barbarities on the eftates and de-r 
pendents of thofe that had oppofed- hitai : in the mean timCf 
the barons, defpairing of retrieving their wretched affairs, by 
their own. ftrength, took the defperate refolution of callings 
in a foreign aid; they applied to Philip, Q.f Franqe, who* 
was eafily perfuaded to help them, as it favored his inte- 
r«ib Hfe therefore^ made> great preparations for an' inVajion ^ 
and the following year fent- his fon Lbwis the daupliin^, 
with, a large force* to. th^ affiAance of the; barons,.. 

Lewis {ct fail wkh a ffect of (even Imnd:red^ veffels, and- 
landed fafely at Sandwich.. John,, being unable to oppofc- 
him, retreated to Winchefter. In his way he met Gualo^ 
the pope's, legate, juft arrived in England, clad in the Ro- 
B3tan: panoply ; and haftened, to cx«rt his powers on the fa- 
crikgiJtms dauphin, who in an hoftile manner had dared to 
iixvade the paitrimony of St^ Peter, (as the. pope ti^n turn- 
ed this ifland.) When Gu a feo arrived, at Lew is*s cajnpiu with, 
the ufual moderation of the Romifh churqh, he excommuni- 
cated Lewis anfl allhi^ army. Lewis was at firff intimidated^ 
and made feme conceilions ; but when he fbuiui that the fun 
wa^ not darkened, that the elements didnothght igainilhim^ 
that his camp was not depopulated, npr hjs march impeded 
by this popifh champion, he boldly fet him at defiance, pro- 
ceeded in his expedition, and invefted the caftle of Rochef- 
tcr, which, having fuffered confiderably th? year before, he 
ibon reduced. He thein hailened to London, and compromifed. 
the haroQA affairs. That year king John died, and Henrit 
III. fU^edcd I4»i yrho ia tihtc year i5j?8 gave Huberc^ 
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pE BuRO, jufticiary of England, the ciiflody of this caJUe, 
together with thofe of Canterbupy and Dover, 

The next ikock this caftle fuftained, was in the conteft 
between Hbnry III, and his barons, in the year 1264. 
Henry, as before obfcrved in the civil hiftory, had too great 
a& afFeftion for foreigners. This favoritifm his barons highly 
refented; ^nd on every occalion ftiewed their difguft, 
which they had done, not only in the tournaments held in 
t)ii»city, but in oth^r parts of the kingdom, Jt is probable, 
JIenry might have given the greater encouragement to fo- 
reigners, as he found the barons turbulent and ungovernable ; 
for they obliged hlinjuft before this period, to engage " Thgu 
" he would obferve the ftatutes of Oxford, deliver the callles 
*^ into their hands, and caufeall foreigners, except fuchas they 
** approved of, to depart the kingdom." Thefe conditions 
were fo mprtifying, that.it is evident, Henry only tempo- 
rised, to get r^leafed from the tow^r, }n which (the ba- 
rons being in pofleffion of London) he was clofe confined, 
gut when he was ^t liberty, he h^d fo little inclinatioa to 
f^iliil the agreement, that hf ftill retained his own go- 
vernors in the caftles, Edward carl Warren had Rocheller 
Caftle, and was furniftied with men, arms, and proviiions, 
XP fuii^in a iiege. 

Simon Moijtford, e^rl of Leicefter, a nobleman of great 
power and popularity, was at th? hea^ of the oppoiitioi> 
againil the king : he watched all his ^notions, atid traverfed 
;ill his defigns. After the fufpenfion of ^rms, juft mentioned, 
both parties agree4 to take th? Fr^nph lyii>g for mediator! ac- 
cordingly, Henry gnd prince EpwARp^ fet out for the con- 
tinent; but Leicester having fraftured his leg by a fajl 
from hishorfe, CQuld 40t fojlpw. This mediation proved 
unfuccefsful, by a;i excepting cUufe is one of iho articles 
of the treaty, whicfe th^ barons ^onfidcr^d as fubverlive of 
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their privileges, and had immediate recourfc to arlns. The 
king, therefore, aflembled a ftrong body of forces, and march- 
ed to Northampton, where many of the barons were aiTem- 
blcd, and fummoned the towii to furrender: on their re- 
fufai he broke down part of the wall, and Itormcd the town. 
Simon Mont ford. Ion to the earl of Leicelter, making a 
fally, was thrown from his horfe,* and taken prifoner. The 
barons, being di&oncerted, fubmitted to the king's mercy. 

Leicester^ hearing of this misfortune, put London in a 
proper pofture of defence ; and probeeded into Kent, with s 
refolution to befiege Rochetter, which was then in the king's 
hands, and governed by earl Warren, affilted by many other 
noblemen. Being arrived on the weft bank of the Medwray; 
with a great force, he found an army ready to difpute the 
pafTage of the bridge, and a pallifade and breaft-work thrown 
up on the oppofite lide, well lined with a ftrong body of the 
inhabitants. He determined, however, to engage them ; and 
having Cent Gilbert de Clare to attack the town on the 
fouth fide, by the means of veflels filled with combuftibles 
he fet on fire the bridge and tower which was upon it (both 
being made of wood), and in the hurry, confufion, and (moak, 
occafioned by this ftratagem, paffed the river, and attacked 
the enemy with fuch fuccefs, that he entered the city in 
the evening of Good Friday, and fpoiled the church and ab- 
bey; after which he made a furious aiTault on the caftle: but 
the brave governor and his aiTociates defended every inch of 
ground with fo much ardor and refolution, that although 
Leicester made himfelf matter of fome outworks, yet af- 
ter a fiege of feven days he was unable to fucceed. Not- 
withftanding, it muft foon have fubmitted, had not Leicester 
been obliged to draw off his army to defend London, which 
was now threatened by Henry. Leicester left a few 
forces to continue the fiege qf the caftle, but thefe were 
foon flain^ or put to flight. 

Soon 
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Soon after this ficge, viz. on the fourteenth of May, the bat- 
rie of Lewes in SuiTex was fought, where Leicester gained 
a compleat vi6lory ; king Henry himfelf, prince Edward^ 
and the king of the Romans, were taken prifoners; and the 
war was concluded for the prefent by the treaty called the 
Agreement of Lewes. 

Henry HI. gave this caftle to Guy of Rochford, one 
of his foreign favorites, but he being baniihed, it reverted 
again to the crown. The fanie king, in his forty-eighth 
year, intrufted William St. Cl.ar£ with the cuftody 
of this caftle, whofe ancient feat Was at Woodlands, in 
ELingfdown parilh, in this county : he died in his office of 
caftellan that year. 

In the fecond year of Edward I. 1274, Robert de 
Ho UGH AM, lord of HoQgham, near Dover, died conftable 
of this caftle. Inthe.year following, Robert db Sejptuans, 1 
from whoni theHAaPLEETS, of Eaft Kent, are defcended> 
had the cuftody of it. 

In 1304, Stephanus de Dene was conftable of this 
(caftle: he was a great enemy to the monks, and caufcd 
them to be taxed for their, clofe, Prieftfield, and other places 
about their convent, which was never done before. But they * 
brottght it to a trial in the exchequer, caft the governor, and 
got him turned out. 

In 1328, one William Skarlett was conftable ofRo- 
chefter Caftle, he made a diftrain on one Simon Sharstede, 
for lands in Watringbury, for caftle guard. . 

. In>i382,. the fifth of Richard II. \Hrhi!e the nation was 
itta fehnent, by the rebellion of Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, 
&c. a party of the rebels befieged this place, and took a 
prifoner out of it by force, . 

In 
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In 1413, William Keriel 6t Crtol, died goVcrftor 
tof this caftlc. After him, it was given to Thomas lord Cob^ 
ham, who held it till, his death, in 1472; 

Edward IV. who began to reign in the year 1461, rc- 
Jjaired the walls of this caftle and of the city, which feems 
to have been the la ft work that was done to them. In the 
next century, the caftle became of little importance : it reli- 
ed among the manors of the crown, until James I. 1610^ 
granted it, with all its fervices annexed, to SirANTHONV- 
WELDON, of Swanfcombe* It is now the property of Ro- 
bert Child, efq. 

Much land in this and other counties is held of this 
taftle, whofe tenure is perfed caftle guard; for on St. An- 
drew's day, old ftHe, a banner is hung out at the houfc of 
the receiver of the rents; ^nd every tenant who does not then 
difcharge his proper rdnt, is liable to have it doubled on th<i 
return of every tide in the adjacent riv«r, during the time it 
rciiiains unpaid. * 

The 



* In the note pagfc 3b df this i^orlcj it 'wis hinted that £he coin ftoncs and 
facing of the arches in GundulpVs Tower, ¥rtis brought from Caen in Nor- 
mandy; a curious gentleman has ^vocired me with the following fttxticular 
refj)€cling this ftone. Formerly vaft (quantities of this ftone were brought 
to England; London fridge, Weftminfter Abbey, and many other edifices, 
being 'built therewith. See Stow*s furvey of London, edit.1633, p. 31, 
32, &c. fee alfo Rotv Liter, patenta Norman, de anno 6 Hen. V. p. i 
ir.. 22. " de quarreris albae petrae in fuburbio villae de Caen annesumdis 
tlominio regis pro rcparatidne ccclefiahim, caflrorum, el fortalitiorum, tam 
in Angliaquam in Noi*mannia'% See alfo tloti No^mahniae, de anno 9. 
Jlen. V. m. 31. dors. " arroAando naves* j)ro tranfportatione lapidum 
« petrarum pro conlh-uftionfef abbatiae Sanifli Petri de Weftminfter a par- 
ti bus Cadomi". Ibid. m. 30. pro domo Jefa de Bethleem de Shene, de 
lapidibus in quarreris circa villam de Cadomo capiendis pro'confiru&ione 
ccclefix, claufiri, et cellarum domus prxdidbe." See- alfo Rot*. Fnnci* 

do 
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The B R I D G E. 



BEFORE the prefcnt ftone bridge was buiTt at Rochef- 
ter, over the Medway, there was one of wood, but not 
in the fame place, it being fituated, as Lambard exprefles 
it, ** over-againft Strood hofpital," in a line with the prin* 
cipal ftreets of Rocheiler and Strood, and, confequently, ia 
a more eligible fituation, if the bed of the river was equally 
good. 

When this wooden bridge was firfl built, cannot accurately 
be afcertained ; but it appears to have been very ancient, and 
creAed a coniiderable time before the reign of king John: 
according to Stow, the firft mention of a bridge in this 
place, is in the year 121 5. Lambard has copied feveral 
regulations for the repairs of Rochefter bridge, from ancient 
manufcripts in the library of Rochefter cathedral, coUeded by 
Ernulphus, biihop of that fee: he was ele^ed in the year 

deanno 35 Hen. 6. m. z, ^^ pro Salvo condu^ ad (upplicationem aU>ada 
et coiiventus Beati Petri Weftmonafterii pro meicatoribaa de Caen ia 
Nonna&nia, veniendis in Angliam cum lapidibus de Caen pro aedificationA 
monafierii pnedi£ti« Tefte Rege, apud Weftm. 15 die Augufti*'. See alia 
Rot. Fiancix de anno 38 Hen. VI. m* 23. ** de Salvo conduAn pio na^tt 
^e Caen in regnum Anglis venienda cum lapidibus de Caen pro repan* 
done monafterii de Weftmlnfter. Tefte Rege apud (Weft. 9 die MaiL 
Kow, however, the expoctatlon of this ftone out of France is fi) ftriAlj 
prohibited, that, when it is to be fent by fea, the owner of the ftone^ at 
well as the mafter of the veflel on board which it ii Hupped^ is obliged tm 
jiY9 Ckuritj^ that is ihaU not be fold to foreigacis^ 



TA 15, and, it is probable, recorded thofe regulatiom as ancienT- 
cuftoms in his days. An abftmft from this bifhop's mcmoran- 
ddms (which are written in Latin and Saxon) may not be iin- 
cntertaining to the reader, as they contain a curious account of 
the length of the wooden bridge, the number of its piers, the 
materials with which it was built, and the method by which it 
was kept in conftant repair. One of thefe memorandums was 
taken from an ancient record at Chrift Church, Canterbury,, 
snd two others from St. Andrew's, Roehefter, and are e^ititled^- 

M«morandums plainly {hewing by whom the 
bridge at Roehefter Ihould be repaired, as 
often as it is^ broken . 

«• The firft land pier on the eaft lide of the river ihall be 
** built or repaired by the bifhop of Roehefter i to plank three 
" virgates or yards, and to lay three fulJiva or large beams on. 
** the bridge; and this to be done by Borttale, Cuckllone^ 
•* Frinfbury, and Stoke.^ 

« The fecond pier belongs to Gillingham and' Chatham f 
** they ihall lay three beams, and plank one yard. 

*' The third pier belongs to the aboveftid bilhop of Ro- 
<* chefter ; he Ihall lay three beams, and plank two yards andl 



* Though it is here cxprefled, that the bifhop of Roehefter was to build? 
or repair the firft pier of the bridge, it is evident, that he was not to do it 
at his own cxpcnce, becauft a certain number of parifhes or hundreds are 
aftetwardi enumerated, by \^kom it is faid' that it mtift be <}<>ne. The 
Uifhop of Roehefter fhould therefore be confrfered as the patron of this firft 
pier, who was to fee that it was kept in repair, and to raife contributions 
on the parilhes or hundreds there fpecified i^br that purpofe. This remark 
' may bt applied to th« account of the fuccecdihg piers. 

** ahair 
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"^ a 'half, and this to be done by Hailing, Trottcfclive, M^ 
** ling, Southfleet, Stanes, Penenden, ani Fakenham. 

** The fourth pier is the king's; and he Ihall lay' thret 
^* beams, and plank three yards and a half, to be done by 
-" Aylesford, and- by all the hundreds pertaining tq it, and 
•** by thofe on the Mils, by Ockley, by Smalland, and Caiing- 
•** ton, and Dudfland, and Giflardfland, and Woldham, and 
'^^ Bulham, and Acclife, and Horfted, and Farley, and Fef- 
" tan, and Chalk, and Houhirft, and Edon, and Bouchold^ 
*^ and Lofe, and Lillington, and Stockbury, and Sineland, 
'** and Dalcland, and Lechebundland. 

"The fifth pier belongs to the archbilhop of Canterbury:} 
"** and he Ihall plank four yards and lay three beams, and this 
•** to be done by Wrotham, Maidftone, Wattringbury, Net- 
**' tleiled, the two Peakhams, Hafelholt, Mercworth, Lay- 
•*' borne. Swan ton, Of ham, Ditton, and Wefterham. 

"The iixth pier to be done by Hollingbomc and all tliat 
f* hundred which belongs to it ^ fpur yards to plank, and four 
^* beams to Jay. 

** The feventh and eighth piers belong to the men of the 
-*• hundred of Hoo ; fix beams to lay, and four yards and half 
** to plank. 

•* The niiith and laft pier belongs to the archbifhop of 
^* Canterbury, which is the weft end; he ihall lay three 
•**- beams, and plank four yards : this to be done by Northfleet, 
** Clive, Higham, Denton, Milton, Ludefdowne, Menham, 
'" Snodland, Berling, Padlefworth, and all the men of that 
f* yallev* 

cz Thesji 
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^ Theib ihall repair the bridge at Rochcfter, whenever 
'* it is broken; and let it be noticed, that all the beams 
•< which are placed in this bridge ought to be of large dimen^ 
** iions, that they may well fupport the planks, and the great 
« weight of all thofe things that pafs over them.** 

Thb preceding extra£ls are the fabftance of thefe memoran- 
dums; but the originals are more particular, and mentioa 
certain perfons by name, with the number of yokes and acres 
belonging to them, according as they were taxed to the 
work of this bridge. They obferve likewife, that fome perfons 
difputed part of the contributions demanded of them. From 
which it may be inferred, that thefe regulations were ancient, 
«t the time that bifhop Ermvlphus coUe^ed them: for 
thefe difputes might probably arife from certain indulgences 
on particular occafions, which cuilom had afterwards confirmed 
into a law.. 

By thefe ancient records it appears, that the bridge confiil-f 
ed of nine pera, or piers of ftone and earth : thefe nine piers 
made ten intermediate fpaces in the length of the bridge, 
which, accordmg to theabovementioned MSS. was twenty 
fix yards (or rods) and a half, equal to 431 feet, which 
correipondsj nearly, to the prefent breadth of the river at that 
place. 

These ten divifions were each forty-three feet from the 
•enter of one pier to the centre of the other, fo that the ful« 
lives * or beams here mentioned were forty-three feet long. 
The beams refted on the piers of llone and earth, above 
high water mark, of which there were twenty-eight. Suppoiing 
Cherefoce that three beams were laid in parallel lines over each 



* So termed from the Saxoa word Sylle, whit h we yet letaia in the term 
groundfiUe. 

of 
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t>f the refpc6tive divifions , excepting the two extreme trches, 
where two might have been fufficient^ the^whole number wiU 
then be regularly arranged. 

Across thefe beams were laid thick planks, which corn- 
pleated the work. I cannot afcertain the breadth of this 
bridge, but think it could not have been above ten feet. 
There was a wooden tower crafted on it, called a fortifica- 
tion, built with "marvellous (kill''; and, it is probable, was 
near the eaft end of the bridge, and was ufed as a gate, for 
the defence of this paffage. The bridge was fecurcd with 
abalufbade, * which with the tower was doubtlefs kept ia 
repair by Rochefter and Strood, 

It is probable, that the money fbr e reeling this bridge was 
raifed in the fame manner by which it was kept in repair, viz. 
by a taxation on the adjacent manors, places and bounds^ 
according to their refpedlive value. 

.These places, manc»'s or bounds, which were chargeable 
with the repairs of the bridge, were accuftomed from time 
immemorial to eleft two men from among thcmfelves, to be 
wardens and overieers of the repairs of the bridge. 

There is no account upon record of its being dcllroycd 
or injured by any foreign or domeftic enemy, 'till the time of 
Henry III. when it fuffered in confequence of the civil com- 
motions betwixt that monarch and his barons. Kllburn 

♦ But it may be conje^red, that thii baluftrade was not very higk, 
and of little fectirity to pafTengers, becaufe it was accounted dangerous f 
pais the bridge on horfeback; as appears from an accident which happene4 
abvttt the time of Richard I. when William de Elintune, fon of 
▼ifcount AuF&iD, a raHi young man, not alighting from his horfe, as 
was cuftomary, the beaft took fright and leaped into the river^ by whick 
accident they w«re both drowned. Rb q li t. Ror r •. 

mdee4 
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indeed fays, that " king John attempted to bum it, when 
he bcfiegcdDE Albinet inthccaftle, but that Robert fitz 
Walter put out the fire and faved it. 

In the year 1 264, on Good Friday, this bridge was much da- 
maged by Simon Mont fort, earl of Leicefter, who (as before 
mentioned), fct on fire the bridge and tower : but this con- 
flagration confuming only the wooden materials, it is probable 
the bridge was foon repaired. 

In the year 11 77, king Edward I. commanded the fhe* 
tiff of Kent to inquire into a complaint lodged againft the 
jnafter and brethren of Strood hofpital, who had been dif- 
trained for the repair of the head of Rochelter bridge, next 
their own houfe. On inquiry, it appeared, that bilhop Gl an* 
viLLE, founder of the hofpital, had built a Hone quay, at the 
head of the weft end of the bridge, and fome houfes on the 
quay, with money which he had colledled from various places 
for that purpofe : the rents of thefe houfes, and fome others 
near them, he appointed for the repairs of the weft end of the 
bridge, affigning them to the mafter and brethren of the hof- 
pital for that purpofe J they had received the rents, and 
maintained the repairs, until the late fiege of Rochefter by 
the earl of Leicester, when feveral of the biftiop's houfes 
were burnt; after which, the mafter and brethren of the hof- 
pital, applied the remaining materials and ftones of the quay 
to the repairs of their chapel. On thefe depoiitions, the 
mafter and brethren loft their caufe. 

In 1 281 there was a long and fevere froft, with a great 
quantity offnow; which being followed by a fudden thaw, 
the water poured from the adjacent hills into the river, and 
accelerating the rapidity of its ftream, the floating cakes of 
ice were carried with fuch impctuolity againft the ftone piers, 

as 
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«s to fweep fome of them away, and conildcrabfy damaged 
the remainder. 

After this froft, thft bridge continued along time in ruins. 
Mr. Harris fays, that in the year 1293, .twelve years after the 
froft, " the bridge was fo broken and out of repair that people 
•* were obliged to go over in boats, and that the wharf at Ro- 
** chefter was fo bad that all veifels ufed the wharf at Strood". 

The- bridge appears to have laid feveid years in thisaiin- 
ous ftate; but king Edward III. meditating a war with 
France, was induced to make^ good this paffage, which wa» 
fo neceflary for conveying his army to Dover. An inquifi- 
tion, therefore, was taken, A. D. i344> before John Vi el- 
stone, the king's efcheator, for the county of Keat, by the 
oaths of twelve men, about the repairs of Rochcller bridge: 
who found, that the expcnec was to be defrayed, very nearly, 
by the fame contributary lands, as hath been already rela- 
ted. In this inquiry, mention is made of a draw -bridge and 
a barbican, the work of which belonged to the king : they 
were both on the weft fide; the barbican probably was a 
guard-houfe and watch-tower, where a guard was pofted for 
the fecurity of the city; and the draw-bridge might be over 
the weft arch of the bridge, to draw up on the approach of 
an enemy. It was found alfo, that the mafter and wardens 
of Strood hofpital were to repair the bridge and wharf, from 
the draw-bridge to the weft end of it. In confequencc of 
this examination, it is prefumed that biftiop Glanville 
coUefted the money, with which he built the wharf and hou- 
fes. This^ contribution was principally, levied on the inhabi- 
tants of Northfleet, CliiF, &c. to whom the weft or ninth 
pier of the bridge belonged ; on condition, that the rents 
of the wharf and tenements fhould releafe them from any- 
future taxations. 

In 
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In this inquifition mention is made of a fmall place^ atx>ut 
thirty feet in length, adjoining to the wharf at the eail end of 
the bridge, which feems to have been two fm«ll wings, one 
on each fide of the entrance of the bridge, next the city, with 
wharfs to the north and fouth; the north fide was to be re- 
paired by FrinA)ury, and the fouth by Rochefter. 

Soon after this inquiry, it is probable, the bridge was put 
into fo good repair, as to admit of men and horfes pafiing 
over f but after the taking of Calais, in the year 1347, the 
traffic on this road was fo confiderable, and the number of 
carriages and burdens that necefl'arily pafied was fo great, 
that the wooden bridge, appeared infufficient to fupport them 
with fafety^ 
• 

In what year tKie prefent ftone bridge was begun, cannot 
accurately be determined : It was, however, compleated in the 
fifteenth year of Richard II. in 139 z, as appears by a itatute 
made for repairing and fupporting the new bridge at Rochefter^ 
in which ftatute the bridge is cxprefly faid to be built of ftonc. 
From this record it may be conj enured that the bridge was be- 
gun about the year 1387. 

Sir Robert Knolles is celebrated for being the founder 
of this bridge. He was diftinguifhed both by his courage and 
military preferments, being raifed by degrees from the rank of ' 
a common foldier to that of a general. He attended Ed- 
ward III. in his fuccefsful campaigns to France; and when 
the king's affairs declined by the ill ftate of health of Edward 
the black prince, Sir Robert was fent over to the continent 
with an army of thirty thoufand men. He advanced into the 
heart of France, and extended his conquefts as far as the gates 
of Paris. In this, and many other expeditions, he acquired 
great riches, and returned to his country laden with wealth 
and honor. 

Lambari> 
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LAMi^AfAD %s. Sir RoSBRT bmflt tikis bridge witk <' die 
^ fpdBsotioVTASfCMts, churches, monaftems and eides^ which 
•* he bntnt artd deftroyedi fo that die ruins of houfcs, Sec* 



«r 



were cialled KnoUcs's Miues *♦ 



But if Sir Robert really arequired his wealth by thefe 
methods, it iftuft be acknowledged, that in building this bridge 
he made fome kind of reftitudori, even to the ftibjedfe of thd . 
country which he had pillaged, by expending the money in 
a public work; and in fuch a part of the county as would be 
moft beneficial to them, in their journey from Dover to Lon- 
don. 

Though Sir John de CobhaIiI joined with Sir Ro- 
bert in the petidon to parliament, to obtain a flatute for 
the refpairs of the new bridge; yet it is evident from the con- 
current teftimony of ancient authors, that it was built chiefly 
At the ezpence of Sir Ro b e rt. f 

* Sir Rob BR T Kkolles Was ilto entruiled by the iime nionatch 
\Hth thd cuftody of the caftle o^ Breft in Britanyi In the third yeaif 
of Richard IL he landed at Calais itith an army, and again mairh^^ 
<d through France; in the fucceeding year he led on the citizens of 
London againil Jack Straw and his followers, and fuppreifed diat dangerous 
infurre^tion: nor was he more didinguifhed by his military prowefs, tharf 
by his unbounded munificence; for^ befides this bridge at Rocheflerj h6 
founded a collegiate church at Pontefra^ in York-fhire, and placed a maA 
ter and fix or feVen priefts in it* At the fame place he ere£ted an holpital 
for the relief of thirteen poor men and women. He alio enlarged the 
Koufe of the Friers Carmelites at London, and repaired their church. 
He died A* D. 1407. 

f The abote-mentioned petition to parliament aflcrts, that « The new 
** bridge contains in length more than the old bridge." The futo of the 
jiarts appropriated to the places, manors, &c* for the repairs in hcat^ 
wnouAts to 566^ feeCj. one inch^ and half a quarter of an inch* 

H Tmu 
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This bridge, for height and ftrength, is tltewed to-be fu-^ 
]^ri6r to any in England,^ excepting the bridges at London^ 
and Weftminfter. It is above five hundred and iizty fett lonj^ 
and fourteen feet broad, with a ftone parapet on each fide^ 
jlrongly coped and crowned with an iron baluftrade. It has 
eleven arches, fupportod by ftrong and fubftantial piers, whick- 
are well fecured on each fide with fterlings. The river has m 
confiderable fall through thefe arches. 

The preferit bridge is about forty yvds neater the caftle thatf 
was the old one^ its eaft end- beihg jull by the north-wefb 
angle of the caftl^ wall. * The motivds which induced Sir Ro- 
BERT to alter the iituation of the bridge, are not very ap-^ 
parent. The flatute, ena£led for the repairs of his new bridge^ 
calls it a. « better place.^ 

NbrHi^o, Iwwfcver; but an abfolute impraftidability cC 
rebuilding on the ancient fpot, (hould have induced the foun* 
der to this removal; as the former place was fo much mor^ 
eligible, oh account of its being in a diredl line with the- 
great ibeets of Rochefter and Strood, which would have- 
rendered the bridgie far more noble and commodious,, thaivlt 
is in -its* preient iituation: ^ 

At the eaft end, and fronting the paffage over the bridge^ 
IS a chapel originally erected by Sir John de Cob ham, the 
fame who aSfted Sir Robert Knolles, in building the 
bridged The chapd wae imilhed fooh after the bridge, iu 
1 397 $ but it will be further noticed in the account of the 
public edifices of this city f. 

*The foundatioh of the o\A bridge is ftUl vlfiSle arlov water, in (prin|;. 
tidei, the ground there being fieqyently dry 

f It wais uflial mth our piout ancefton to erc6)tchat>els near their pub* 
lie edifices, of which- we have another inAance in the cha|>cl that w% 
creAed on the ninth pier of London bridge, by. the mailer mafony wh^- 
cAdowcd it-wish two pritfta^ four «krks; tccr 

AfTEiT 
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AwER the bridge was.complcated, Sir RoBfUTKwOLL'if 
<«nd Sir John de Cobham petitioned the king in par- 
liament for a ftatute to fopport their new ftruAure; and as 
the bridge was confiderably longer than the former, they 
Ihewed very. accuratdyiH feet, inches, and quarters of inches^ 
Ihe proportion of the repairs belonging to each divifion, ac« 
^cording to the former ancient regulations. Agreetfble to whidbt 
it was enadled, by two ftatutes, one made in the fifteenth^ 
the other in the twenty -firft year of Richard 11. that the 
bradjge ihould be repaired by the divifions there fpecified ; 
which fpeciiication of the proportlpp aiSgned to .be repaired 
by each divilion may not be unacceptable to the reader^ d* 
•pecially as thefe fUtutes are ftill in force. 

J>tTifio(i3. ^t. In. Qn. Tt|« 

I. The manors of Borflalle,Goldlftane,Frendef- 

bury, and Stoke, ihall repair from the ea;^ 

arm of the bridge, ^4039 

II. Themanors.of GUJyngham andChathvn, 21 4 i 9 
JH. TJtie manors .and places of Hallynge, Tror 

rifcly^^, Mallyng^, SouthflctCj .Stpn^ Py9,r 

yndc»e, undFaukham, 5^ 4^2 

IV. The manors, places, and bounds ofEylC- 
ford, and its whole lathe, thofe upon the 
hills, and of Okie, Ufenhalle, Smalelande, 
jConfyntone, Dudeflande, Giilardeflan^S* 
Wdldeham, Burgham, Acclefle, Herftede^ 
f arlcghp, TJierftane, Chalke, Henhurftc, 
and Hothdone^ 74 8 3 ^ 

y. The manors of Wrotham, Maideftane, 
X)tteryngbury, Netilftede, the two Peck- 
hams, Hefclholte, Merewprthe, Lille- 
bourne, Swantonc, Offcham^ J)ittone, and 
Weilerha^e^ ^Jf § P 9 

H 'Z VI. 
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IXi^oiif* • Ft. In. JQ2?. ?ts« 

VI. The inanow, places, and hounds of Hol- 
lyngbourne, and tbc whole lathe thereto 
belonging, 85 6 O o 

VII. and VIII. The manors and places of 

Hoo^ 96 a 2 2 

IX. The manors of Noithflete, Clyvc, Hey- 
ham, £teatQne,Meltone9 Lodefdone, Mepe- 
ham, Snoddondc;, fiierlinge> Padelefworthe^ 
find all dw^ling ui thofe valleys, 85 6 o o 

The whole length of the bridge, 566 102 



Thb irfbrefaid ftatutes further ena£l, that the faid pcrfons, 
manors, places, and bounds, fhould be confidered as a com* 
munity ; and give them power to chufc two men annually, 
from among tbemfelves, who fhould be called wardens of the 
new bridge at Rochcftcr, have the fuperintendency of it, 
and provide for the repairs. It was alio permitted them to 
acquire lands, 6cc, to the amount of two hundred pounds a 
year, and to hold them as wardens of the faid bridge. Th^ 
were to be accountable to certain auditors, appointed by the 
community to examine their receipts, difburfements, &c. * 

In 

* Lands and tenements proper, bebnging to Rocbefter bridge, In thf 
leign of Haw. VilL 

The Runor of Langden was given by the bifhop of Rochqfter, and others^ 
The manor of Little Delce, near Rocljeilcr, by Mr, Juftice Kitchcll^ 

and othen. 
The manor of Rofe Court, in Oreanfi, by king Rich^jpd IL being for^ 

feitrd to the crown* by John Cobham, and others, 

The manor of Nafhend^, by John Peckham, ^nd othent 
Teiicnients in Rocbefter, by the King, the bifhop of Durham, and others. 
Lands and tenements in Frenfbury, by John Double, and others. 
Iiands iLi|d tenements in Darrfo|rd| by Johi^ Trelingham, and others. 
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In d)e ninth year pf Henut V. A. D. 14:22, a ftatut^ 
was made coniicining the two fGirmer a6b, and enabling the 
wardens to purchafe and receive lands, tenements, and rents» 
of any perfons whatfoevcr, and, with their fuccc.ffors, to hold 
them for ever, for the repairs qf the faid bridge. They 
were permitted alfo to have a common feai, and had powejr 
to plead in any court, by the <xame of the wardens of tbf 
new bridge at Rochefter. 

About fixty years after the bridge was finifhed, it rcqui* 
red fome repair: for in the year 1445, ^^ P"°r ^^^ 
convent of Rochefter gave towards the bridge, then bro- 
ken, forty (hillings, which was toll- money due to them 
from the wardens. And in the following year, king Henry 
VI. made them a prefcnt of fome ground, on each fide the 
bridge, with the houfe called Barbican, fot its better accom* 
jnodation. 

Mr. Harris relates a very curious anecdote concerning 
the bridge, from a manu&ript written originally by iir Ro#> 

Ltads and rents in the iOe of Shepey, by the King, and others* 

3Lands in Halftow, by 

Lands in Hoo, by 

Forty marks rent ont of Sharingden and N^efle, in tl^ Uk of £jiinley« 
hy kio{^ Richard II, forfeited by John Cobham, &c, 

A rent of eight quarters of Barley, out of Great Delce, near Rochefter, 

La^ds of Mr. Richard l^c, belonging to the manor of Naihendcn, 

Seven acres of land, at Little Dclce. 

Sixteen acres, at D^ford. 

Thirty acres of fait marlh land, at Eaftwick and Sparts, near Hoo anii 
iSicane. 

A grant from the King, of a reat of five pounds per annum, from thf 
JtMmdred of Rlengate. 

The manor of Southall, alias Tilbury, in EflTex, given by king Richai4 
JI. and forfeited to the crown, by John Cobham, and his feoffees. 

Jhc chief mcfluagc of Comhili, in London, given by Richard IL 

f^ti^ jye^e^iits Vf^ Londoo; gittft by WayiB|5fard, a^d oife^. 
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h%% Manwood, diief baron of the exchequer, in tJie yeaf 
1588, and at that time one of the bridge lyardcns. '* in 
*f the year 1489," fays he, ** Rocheftcr bridge being much 
•* broken, and out of repair, Jo hh Morton, archbiihop of 
^ Canterbury, publilhcd a remilljon from purgatory, for forty 
** days, of afl manner of fins, to all fuch perfons as would 
* give any thing towards its rcpaira.''* 

From hence it appears, that the repairs of the bridge 
had been much ne^leded in the hundred years it had Hood; 
and that the prelate thought it ami objeflt of too much im- 
port^nccj tote ne^lefted any longer. Though the metjiod he 
took t9 procure money, may appear fomewhat extraor- 
dinary, yet it fcems to havjc anfwered his intentions; for 
mbout tw/enty years after, archbiihop War ham adom'd 
great part of the coping of the bridge with iron bars neatly 
«7rought; which indicates that the bridge itfelf was at that 
thne in a good condition, and probably tjie iron l^aluftrade 
was put up with the fmpj.iw of tfe; mQn?y xaifed by Moj^t^ 
ton's fubfcriptions. 

Archbishop Warham did not finifli this work, l^elng 
prevented by death,' or the lofs of his prerogatives in the 
. »eign of He Nit Y VIII. and the fucceeding reigns being tur- 
bulent, it remained unfinilhed '^iii the time of Mr. Lam- 
bard, A. p. 1570. When it was compleated, does not 
appear, but probably foon j^ter he wrote his Perambula- 
tion. 

Notwithstanding die repairs that archbiihop Mor- 
ton had given this bridge, about the year 1490, in the be- 
ginning of queen Elizabeth's reign^ time and neglefl had 
not a little contributed to its decay, Mr. Lam bard ^- 
firms, that " the revenue of the bridge was.converted to pri- 
^ yate uies, and th»t ^e cpunty was charged with a toll and 

•« fifteenth, 
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^ iUtecBthy to fupply this public want ; yet the bridge vrctii 
^ out of repair, and was threatened with abfolute deftru^oa.^ 

in the year 1573, queen Elizabeth made a tour into> 
Kent, and, as was before observed, reiided £ve days at Ro-< 
cheflor. Beilog^^ informed- by her principal iecretary, Sir Wil- 
liam- Cecil, of the ruinous ibte of this Ividg^, fhe was 
pkaied to grant a'CCMnmiffion to certain lords, to Sir Wil^ 
LiA'M« and- divers knights and gentlemen of the county, to 
«xatnine the de&cb, and find means to remedy them : andy 
in this particular, the acuity of the chief baron of her ma^ 
jefty*s exchequer merits conMnendation, who, furmounting 
ewry difficulty, projected a fcheme (or its preient and future^ 
prefervation; suid pooured the ilatute of the eighteenth of 
Eli'zabeth, which was made for the perpetual maintenance 
of Rochefter bridge, by which it appears, that certain rent* 
and revenues were appropriated towards its repairs. 

This ftatute enafts, that on the morrow after the general 
quarter feffions of the peace, in the county of Kent, next af- 
ter Eafter, the wardens and commonalty of the lands contri- 
buta#y to the repairs of the bridge, as ma»y as conveniently 
may, ihall aflembk at the caftle of Roehefter, and choofi? 
two perfons of their commonalty to be wardens of the bridge, 
refidingia the county; and twelve perfons of their common- 
alty to be affiftants to the wardens for one year, and thvjS t9 
alTemble and eieft in the faid place annually for ever, 

A WARDEN elefled, arid fefufing to ferve, forfeits ten 
pounds. The wardens have power to appoint officers under 
them, with fuch ftipends or wages, as they (hall think n«- 
CefTary. Every year, on Thurfday in Whitfun week, the two 
late wardens fhall have their accounts audited, in prefence of 
one of the new wardens at leaft, and four of the affiftants; . 

who were ordered to meet at th^ Crown Inn near the bridge 

at 
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ttf R<icheft^r, or* at my other convUfiiertt placd : no co'ntribu* 
tiott was to- be demanded from tk^ ancient hnds, riianorsj 
&c. unlefs the new fund, or lands proper proved infufficient 
to defray the expcncc. 

>3fiNE years after, A. D. 1 J84, th« itev^ fond proving in- 
adequate to the neceflkry repairs, and the wardens andaT- 
fiftants not having fufficient authority to levy money on thd 
c'ontributary manors, &c. a ftatutc was provided, InveiHiig 
diem with full power to aflefs the lands for the repairs of the 
bridge, and to diftrain in cafe of refufal. 

This ftatute, of the twenty-feventh of Elizabeth, ena^^ 
that two houfholdcrs, at leaft, from every parifh within fe- 
ven miles of the bridge, in which are four houfliolders, fliall 
l^c prefent on the day of eleding the wardens and affiftants, 
under the penalty of ten (hillings; and that the wardens, af-» 
fiftants, and inhabitants, at fuch annual cieflions, ihall de- 
fray their own charges. 

Thb day of eledlion proving very inconvenient, it was af^i* 
tered by a ftatute, in the firft year of queen Ann, A. I>. 
1702, and for the future appointed to be ^on Friday, next 
after Eaftcr week. 

The improvements in the eftates belonging to this bridgtf^ 
under the excellent management of the prefent and late war- 
dens, have proved fufficient for its repair, without any aflif- 
tance from the contributary lands, for many years pitik, al- 
though the bridge has received very confiderable improve- 
ments within thefe twenty years, three of the arches- being 
new built, and both the entrances on it widened and made 
much more commodious. 

Tke 
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The CATHEDRAL. 



ABisHOPRicK, with a monaftcry for fccular prieiis, was 
founded at Rochefter, in the reign of Ethelbert, 
kinjg of Kenty ibbn after Augxtstine tHe monk had landed In 
tie Ifle of TKanet, and preached at Canterbury. This pirt of 
England was well difpofed for the reception of chrilliahity by 
the zeal and exemplary piety of Bertha, daughter bf Cari- 
BkkT king of Paris, and wife of Ethelbert. She was a chrif- 
tian, and oy the articles of her marriage enjoyed the free ex- 
cfcifc of her religion; in confequence of which (he was attended 
to Kent by LuiDH ard, a prelate of great learning and unfpotted 
liife. He officiated in the church of St. Martin's* in Canter- 
bury; and, b^ his frequent difcourfes with the nobility, hid 
brought over feveral perfons, in the king^s palace to the prbfef- 
iion of chriftianity : to that when Augustine arrived with his 
fellow xtiiflionarles from Rome, he found Kent well prepared 
to liften to his important meffage. This propitious event hap- 
pened A. D. 596. Thefe miffionaries had fuch fuccefs, that in 
tbe third year after their landing, no lefs than ten thoufand con- 
verts were baptized. Chrifliariity fprcadihg with fo rapid si 
jjfogrefs, great numbers of edifices were fliortly ereftcd for the 
performance of religious worfliip. The firft church at Ro- 
chefl^r was begun about the year of oiir Lord 6ocf, finifli^d 
four years afterwards, and dedicated to the honor of GOD 

* A temple originally built near the walls of that city, by the Romams, 
i^r the worihip of idols. 

i «n4 
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tnd the tpoftle St. Andrew. This building fuffered confidciv 
My by time and the ravages of foreign enemies; and appears^ 
to have had but fcv7 repairs until about 1 080,. when biihop' 
GuNDVLPH rebuilt the cathedral, which is iituateci about 
fifty- four yards (buth.of the high ftreet* ; it confifts of a body 
and two iflea, one on eaoh iidcj its extent^ from the weft door 
to the fteps afcending to the choir, is fifty yards, and from thence ' 
to the caft windows at the upper end of the altar fifty-two yard^ 
more, in all one hundred and two yards, or three hundrei 
and fix feet. At the entrance of the choir is a great crofs iflc^ 
the length of which, from north to fouth, is one hundred 
and twenty-two feet. At the upper end of the choir, be- 
tween the Bifhop's throne and the high altar, is another crolV^ 
ifle, which extends from north to fouth, ninety feet. 

The weft front extends eighty-onfe feet in breadth; ther. 
arch of the great door is doubtlefs the fame which Gundulph- 
built; and is a moft curious piece of workmanfhip, every 
ftone being engraved with fome device. It muft have beenv 
wry magnificent in its original Itate, its remaining beauties- 
being fufficient to eitcite the^ attention of the' curious; it is 
fupportcdby feveral columns on each fide, two of which are* 
carved into ftatues reprefenting Gundulph's royal patrons,,. 
Henry I. and his queen Matilda. The capitals of thefe 
columns, as well as the whole arch, are cut into the figures of. 
various animals and flowers. The key ftone of the arch feema^ 
to have been defigned to reprefent St. Andrew the apoftle and 
tutelar faint of the church, fitting in a nichcj with an angel* 
pn each fide, but the head is broke off: under the figure ofv" 
St. Andrew, are twelve other figures, fuppofed to be defigned. 

* The cathedral, priory, and caftle, with their precin As, covered muche 

the greateft part of the city on the fouth fide, within the walls; it is 

alfo very probable that the fcite of the religioi« edifices which now re- 

TOun^is the fame it was originally. 

for/ 
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Sbr the twelve apoflles, ibme few of which are perfc'ft: "btft 
in general the w;hole arch is much injured by time, and the 
anore mcrdlefs hand of bigoted zeal. 

On each fide of the weft. door is a fquare tower; that on the 
north fide has lately been rebuilt, and has in the centre niche, 
•on the weft front, a very ancient ^ure^ fuppofcd to be the 
itatuc of bifhop Gundulph. 

After paflrng through the great weft door, you defcend 
hy {icps * into the body of the church, which, with the fide 
ifles, is fixty -three feet in breadth. The lower part of the 
nave is probably all that remains of the fabric raifed by Gun- 
iDulVh, and this is judged to have been of hisconftru^Slion, from 
the variety and dimenfions of the pillars, and fropi the circular 
mrchesj the form and ornamenting of which exaftly correfpond 
with thofe in the caftle. The joining of this part with that 
neareft the choir, is fufficiently evident 9 and the pointed <5r 
ox-eyed arches, which are vifible within two pilars f of the 
great crofs ifle, are marks of the ftyle of archrtedure of a more 
imodern date,i and came into ufe after the holy war. The 
a-oof of the nave feems to have been fmce raifed, and alj its 
windows J made new and inlarged ^t 4^ikxe^t times, parti- 

pularly 

* At the bottom of the fteps is a large ftoae, on wliich has been fixed 
the efBsgy of a bUhop, with infcriptions and ornaments all of brafs, They 
liave long iince been worn out, or taken oB'; the nails which failened tht 
^rafs work ftill remain j it is not improbable but this fk>ne was laid by 
Crundulph, to preferve the memory of bifhop Tobias* 

•f- Near this place, about the middle of the nave, lies a coarfe flat ftonc, 
liaving on it the figure of an ax, which is iuppofed by fome ingenious 
antiquarians to be placed here as a cenotaph^ or memorial of Dr, Fisher, 
l>i(hop of this fee, who was beheaded A^ D, 1535, and buried in the 
church yard of AUhallows Barking, near Tower Hiil. 

J It appears that all the windows of this church were not compleated, 
l^rat leaft had notgUfs in them, A* D. 1447, becaufe on the 31ft of July 
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cukrly the large one in the weft front, on each fide of Hvhitk 
within the church may be fcen the remnants of the arches 
that were deftroyed at the enlargement of the window^ The 
roof of this part of the building is now flat, although from the 
feet of the groins ftill remaining it appears as if this part of tho 
church was originally vaulted. The pavement, from the weft 
door to the choir fteps, was laid after the reftoration, by Mr. 
Peter Stoweli, who expended in this ufeful work upwards 
of one hundred pounds*. Over the middle of the great crofo 
ifle ftands the fteeplet, containing fix bells, and is in height 
one hundred and thirty-fix feet. On the weiVfide of the 
fouth end of this ifle is a chapel, which has generally been 
called St. Mary's chape). It was, ti]! the diflbiution of « the 
priory, the chapel of the iniirniary, and the altar in it was de- 
dicated to the yirgin Mj|ry, Feb. 28, 1240. The bifliop's 
confiftory court is now held here ; and in this chapel, early 
prayers ufcd formerly to be read. Thomas Trilleck, 
Thomas BrintOn, and Richard Young, bifliops ofthiy 
fee, all lie buried in this chapel J, but no trace reniains of 

in that year a country vicar was enjoined, by way of penance for fbme 
fault not fpecified, to go in procefllon to the cathedral, and to glaze ^c 
his own expence, one of the windows. I cannot difcover whether any 
whole windows in this cathedral were ornamented with painted gUfs ; it 
is however certain, that a very fmall part has been preferved, for I do not 
perceive a fingle pane except in one of the lights In the fouth weft ctoft, 
where are fome remains of the arms of the family of the Mariham's, the 
anceftors of the present lord Romney. 

* It was principally owing to this gentleman, that the dean and 
chapter, after the reftoration, recovered many of their books, papers, an^ 
yccords, together with their old fcal. 

f It was rebuilt in 1749; and is covered with lead, as is the ixjof of eve- 
ry other part of this building. 

:j: For the authorities on which the places of interment of thcfe and other 
biihops of this fee are founded, fee the lift of bifhops in the following, 
part of this work. 
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^€f«rticular place where they were interred. Although this 
fchapel appears to have been vaulted, yet it is not of equal 
antiquity with the other parts of this fabric : the pillars, which 
fupported the arches, are in a ftyle of architefture different from 
any other in this building, and are compofed of the £re-flone^ 

On the eaft fide of this ifle, and fouth of the choir leading 
to the chapter room, is a fquare chapel, ufually called St. Ed- 
mund's chapel. In the fouth wall are evident marks of a door^ 
- which moft probably opened into an apartment adjoining 
to the dortor or dormitory of the priory, called the excubito- 
rium, where the porter ufed to keep watch, whofe bufinefs 
It was to call up the monks to their noflumal devotions. In 
the wall behind the choir is a ftone pheft, on which is the 
effigy of a bifliop in a recumbent pofture ; the face and fome 
other parts of it are now much defaced : this is fuppofed to be 
the monument of John de Bradfield, a bifhop of this fee, 
whofe remains were depofited here in 1283. 

From this chapel you defcend into the undercroft, which 
is very fpacious, and vaulted with ftone. There were altars 
f reded here to St. Mary and St. Catharine, but they feem 
liot to have been much frequented : confequently thefe faints 
were not very profitable to the priefts. There was an altar 
here dedicated to St. Edmund*, built and well endowed, by 
Geoffery db Haddei^ham, which appears to have been 
of fome confiderable reputation, ai^d was moft probably Exed 
in the eaft wall, near the fputh iide of the foundation of the 
church ; very evident marks of a large altar having been ereA- 
fcd here are ftill vifible, and the bafon for the holy water re- 
mains entire. 



-» Weaver 4ui4 Kilburn are both xnlftaken in fiappofing this altar 
|p have been placed in the body of the church ; for it is evident from 
|he RACIST. Rorr. p^ 125; it wns ** in cryptis/' iu the undercroft* 

From 
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From St. Edmund's chapel you proceed towards the chap- 
ter-rooniy near the entrance into which, under the fouth win- 
idows> are two very old ftone chells, raifed about a foot from 
the ground, which are undoubtedly the repoiitorics of ancient 
bifhops: on the tops arc the figures of antique croffes. 
Browne Willis relates *, that the lid or covering of one of 
them being broken off by the rebels about the year 1 646, a 
crucifix and ring was found in it. This eminent antiquarian 
has given it as his opinion, in one page f of his account of 
this cathedral, that the greateH part of the monuments were 
defaced ; and in the next, that all the infcriptions were demo- 
liftied during the civil wars; but it is very probable that many 
of them had been injured at the time of the reformation, 
the rage for deftroying every thing decorated with, a crofs was 
fuch at that time, that queen Elizabeth thought it neceifa - 
ry, in the fecond year of her reign, to iflue a proclamation 
agamil the perfons, who fhould be found guilty of this of- 
fence: and Fuller, who, in his church hiftory, book IX. 
p 66. printed this proclamation, has obferved, that her majefty 
to give the greater weight to her orders, figned each copy with 
her own hand. The fury, however, of thofe pretended refor- 
mers, who in the latt century fubverted the civil as well as 
the eccleJiaftical conftitution of this kingdom, extended tq 
this cathedral ; though it certainly fuffered lefs mifchief from 
their bigotry than fome others of thefe facred edifices. This is 
evident from a paper, intituled, MERCuTiiusRusTicus,pub- 
liflied in 1 647, where the author gives us the following account. 
•' In September 1641, the rebels, coming to Rochefter, brought 
«• the fame affeftions which they exprefs'd at Canterbury ; but 
•* in wifdom thought it not fafe to give them fcope here, as 
<« there; for the multitude, tho' mad enough, yet were not 



* Sec his hiftory of mitred pari, abbies, &c. vol. u p. 288. 
+ Ibid, p. a86« 

« fo 
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•* fo mad, nor ftood fo ptcpared, to approve fuch Reathcnrfli 
•* prafticcs: By this means die monuments of the dead, which 
** clfewhcrc they brake up and violated, flood untouched j 
** cfcocheons and arms of the nobility and gentry remained 
** undefaccd ; the feats and iialls of the quire efcaped break- 
" ing dow&; only thofe things, which were wont to fluff up 
'* parliament petitions, and were branded by the leaders o£ 
" the fadionfor popery and innovations; in thefe they took 
« liberty to let loofe their wild zeal : they brake down the- 
** rails about the Lord's table, or altar : they feized. upon the 
^ velvet of the holy table ; and, in contempt of thofe holy mif- 
** teries which vere celebrated on the table, removed the table 
** itfdf into a lower part of the church. To conclude with 
** this farther addition ; as I am credibly informed, they fo far 
" profaned this place,- as to make ufe of it in the quality 
•* of a tippling lioufe, as well as dug fcvcraLfaw-pits, andthcr 
•* city -joiners made frames for houfes in it*.'* 

The ancient apartment for the capituktr meetings of th^ 
:ftionks was fituated fbuth of the altar, as is alfo what i* 
now applied to a fimilar ufe by the dean and prebendaries^ 
and the former eommunicated with the church, by the 
door which leads into the'prefent chapter-room; the arch 
of this door fecms to rival the great well dftor in point 
of antiquity, it being richly carved and ornamented with * 
variety of figures, which have been much injured by enthuH- 
allic defpoilers, and defaced by a whitewalli, very injudicr- 
oufly laid 6n this and many other parts of the building f. 

In the chapter-room, is a fmall coUeftion of ufeful books ^ 
there is no fund eftablifhed for the increafe of this library, but 

* See RaWiiDdfon's Aatiq. of Rochefler, p. ii?.r 

•f- The church was whice-walhed in 1743-4^ vrhcn' th#choir was le* 
jfaircd and beautified* 

tho 
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the dean and chapter have frequently purchafed, out <5f the 
church revenue, feveral volumes, which have been added to it. 
An excellent regulation *, was alfo made feveral years ago, 
and has been ftridly complied with, that every new dean and 
prebendary Ihould give towards the increafe of the library 
a certain fum of money, or books to that value, in lieu of 
thofe entertainments which w<jre formerly made on their 
admiflion f. In this library is a valuable and curious manu- 
fcript, intituled, " Textus Roffensis'*, compiled chiefly by 
bilhop Ernulphus, in the twelfth century. William of 
Malmfbury makes mention of this manufcript; part of it was 
publifhed byHEARNEin 1720. The members of this church 
were furreptitioufly deprived of this venerable monument of an- 
tiquity, nor could they for two years difcover into whofe hands 
it was got; and when the pcrfon was d«tc£led| he peremp- 
torily refufed to return it. The dean and chapter were there- 
fore obliged to apply to the court of chancery, and at a very 
confidcrable expence obtained a decree for the reftitution of 

^ This regulation was made while !Dr. l^rat was ^ean of this cathedraL 
This fame reverend gentleman prefented to the library, a large boolKaft 
which had belonged to his royal kighnefs the^ddke of Gloucefter. 

f Except from the members of the church, there have been but few doi 
nations to this library : two legacies however ought not to be omitted^ one 
of twenty pounds, from John Cafon, efq. of Wodealborough, who> as well as 
his father, long enjoyed the leafe of that matkor and parfonage, belonging 
to the dean and chapter of this church: the other was alfo a bequeftof 
the like fum by Richard Foley, efq« late an inhabitant of this city. In 
the younger part of his life, this gentleman had been fecretaliT' to Mr.W. 
Finch, when ambaflador at the court of Sweden, and was (bme years 
before his death, appointed, by that nobleman,^ to an' hoitorable employ* 
xnent, in his.majefty's houlhold. He died, Jan. 2o> i770,:and lyeth buried 
at the foot of' the fteps afcending to the choir. In him was united the 
gentleman and fcholar. By his benefaction to the library of this 
cathedral, he di{covered his inclination to airift the ftudious endeavors of 
thoTe^ who, may be animated as he was^ with the laudable ddire of 
^oelling in ufefal literature^ 

it. 
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it*. This learned body arc alfo poffcfled of another very curi- 
ous manurcript> judged by fome intelligent perfons to be 
more ancient than the " Textus". It is intitkd Cusxu- 
MALE RoFFENSB, the principal part of which, I am inform- 
ed, is publiftied in Mr. Thorpe's Regist. Roff. 

The altar-piece is plain, but very neat, and made of Nor- 
way oak. Dr. Thomas Herring, archbifhop of Canterbu- 
jT)', who had been dean of this cathedral, gave fifty pounds 
towards ornamenting it. On the north fide of the altar, 
within the rails, are two very ancient tomba of two bifhops. 
That nearelt to the communion table, is fuppofed to have 
been ere^led for bifhop Laurence de St. Martin, who 
was interred in this cathedral, A. D. 1 274. The canopy is 
curioufly wrought on the top- The other tomb is much 
defaced; the top of it is partly of modem materials: it is 
open at each end, and is fuppofed to have been erefted 
for Gilbert de Glantill* who was interred in this 
cathedral A. D. 1214. 

On the fouth fide, near the communion table, is the tomb 
of another bifhop, feemingly more ancient than the former, 
which is thought to have been creded for that great benefac- 
tor to this church, bifhop Gundulph, who rebuilt the 
priory, he was interred A. D. 1 107 t« Near to this tomb 
is another, containing the cfiigy of a bifhop,. in a recumbent 

^ The deaa and chapter were in imminent danger of being deprived of 
this valuable treafure at another time ; for it being carried to Loudon 
by I>r. Harris, it unfoitunatcly fell into the Thames; nor was it recover- 
ed but with great difficulty, and not without fuflainiug fome fmall injury 
from the water. 

f Whcihei- the remains of this bifhop were depofited on the fouth fide of 
the altar, in the l&rge flone cheft ftill remaining, or under a ilonc lying 
before the altar, curioufly wrottght, is not cezuin. See the account of 
him- in the liil of bifhops. 

K poflurc. 
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poflurc, with a canopy on the top of the ftone coffin; th& 
effigy is very pcrfeft, and is fuppofed to be that of Thomas 
DE Inglbthorpe, interred, A. D. 1291.. Adjoining ta 
tliis toiftb is the confcffionary, confiftmg of three divifion* 
of arches, the workmanfhip of which iis very neat. It is ent- 
bellilhcd with paintings of arms between each divifion. When; 
Browne Willis furvcycd this cathedral, here was the por- 
trait of a bifliop, finely drawn, but not the leaft veftigia of it 
now remain. 

The choir is near five hundred and fifty years old', being 
firft ufed at the confecration of Henry de Sand ford, bi- 
fhopofthJs diocefe, A. D. 1227. William de Hoo, fa- 
crilt, or keeper of the holy things in this church, rebuilt this 
choir, with oblations left at the tomb of William, who was 
afterwards, A. D. 1256, canonized, and known by the name 
of St. William. Richard, a* monk, and facrilt (proba- 
bly fuccejflfor to' WiLLrAM de Hoc) built the fouth ifle of 
the choir. Richard E as tg ate, a monk, began the north 
ifle, and frier William of Axenham finifhed it.^ The roof 
of the choir, and other parts of this building, are eurioufly 
vaulted with ftone, the columns of which are all of marble,, 
brought from quarries near Petvvorth, in Suflex j it is of a gray 
colour, with a caft of green, thick {et with Ihells, chiefly tur- 
binated; feveral of thefe fliells are filled with a white fpar, 
which variegates, and adds ta the beauty of the ftone : its tex- 
ture is rather irregular, but very firm, and not deftitute of 
brightnefs, but in this church its beauties are, in general, ob- 
fcured by the injurious white-wafli. 

The choir is plainly neat* and commodious: very cdn- 
£derable alterations and improvements were made in it, at 
akrge expeacc, in the years 1742, and 1743, it being thca 

f Simplu muA^idis* Hor.' 

waiAfcoted 
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walnJcoted, new pews erefled, and the whole pavement laid 
with Bremen and Portland ftone beautifully difpofed. The 
pulpit and feats, were then furnifhed, as were aHb the llalls for 
the dean and prebendaries which are under the organ. The 
bifhop*s throne, which is oppofite the pulpit, was built at the 
charge of the iate prelate Dr, Wil cocks. Over the entrance 
into the choir is an ancient orgai, which Browne Willis, 
when he fiirveyed this cathedral, ternied "*a fightly organ"; 
but it now gives both vifible and audible indications of its great 
age : by the beft information I can procure, it ,was ercfte^l ve- 
ry early in the laft century, arid fo long iince as 1668 it was 
ftylcd ** an old inilrument"^ and one hundred and fixty 
pounds were then paid for its repair, and*a new chair organ. 
It is much to be wifhed that the dean *and chapter may be " 
as fortunate as their brethren of a neighbouring cathedral, 
and meet with a like benefaction f. 

At the north end of the upper crofs iflc, and near the 
pulpit is a chapel, called* St. William*s Chapel, whofc tomb is 
here fituated. It is probably the fam*e which was originally 
called St. Mary's Chapel. From an inftruij^enf, intitled, 
** Ordinatio prima ad tumbam Sti'WilHelmi," publifhed in the 
Regzst. RoFF.p.549, we learn that when Hay MO deHet HE 
appointed and endowed two pricfls, to pray daily for the fouls 
of himfelf and fucceeding bifhops, and for all benefaftors to 
this church, he direded that t^fice to be performed ne^r the 
tomb of St. William, at the altar where the mafs of the 
bleffed Virgin Mary hath ufed to be celebrated. 

From the bilhop's precaution in fpecifying the fhrine of 
this popular faint, it feems probable tl^at the altar appropri - 

f HunpH, PuDNER, cfq. of Caiitcrburyij and formerly a captain in his 
xnajcfty's na»y, kft a few years fincc, a legacy of four hundred pounds, to- 
-v^ards a new organ for that choir, and was in many other refpe«Sts a confi- 
Jerable benefa<ftor to that church. 

K 2 ated 
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ftted to the Virgin Ma^t was grown out of repute, and that 
of St. WHlkm of Rochcfter (like St. Thomas of Canterbu- 
ry) had not only drawn from the altar of Mary much the 
greatett fharc ^ of the offerings of infatuated pilgrims, but 
likewife deprived her of the dignity fhe had acquired from 
her fuppofed fupcrintendency of this chapel. Her fucceffor 
William was alfo in his turn, <lifplaced at the reformation. 
The name of thi? fuperflitious, though inoffen£ve Caledonian 
faint, is now funk almoll into oblivion; and the name of a pre- 
lace,who was an ornament of the times in which he lived ; the 
happy effefts of whofe found judgment and generofity, fucceed- 
ing ages have experienced, is ftill commemorated in this part 
of the ancient fa brick. 

^ternumque tenet per faecula nomen. 

And whilft a love of literature ihall prevail among thofc 
who more efpccially reap the fruit of his munificent en- 
dowment, and they ihall from motives of gratitude perfift 
in their laudable endeavors to preferve entire, a monument, 
raifed by the piety of their predeceffors, to the memory of 
the firft founder of their college (the model of every other 
fcrainary in our two famous univeriities) the name of Wal- 
ter DE Merton muft continue to enjoy this honorable 
dilVinftion. This bifhop lies interred under the north wall 
of the chapel, where a new and moft elegant monument was 
credled A. D. 1598, at the chargeof Sir Henry Saville, 
warden of Merton college, and the fellows of the fame focie- 
ty. It was repaired in i6$2* by Sir Thomas Clayton, 

knight 

• In a panncl -under the blftiops head is this inscription, 
Waltero dc Merton, cancellario Angliae fub Henrico tenio, epilcopo 
RofTenfi fub Edwardo primo; re [uqIus, cxemplo omnium quotquot 
extant collcgiorum fundatori ; maximorum Europsc totios ingcniorum 
foelicifiimo parent! ; cuftos et fcholares domus fcholarium de Merton 
in unlverfitate Oxon. communibus collegij impcnfis debitum pletatis 
inonumentum poiiiere, anno douuni i59S« Henrico Savile cuftode. 

la 
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knight, who prefixed a new epitaph. It was cleaned and 
beautified A. D. 1770, by the dircftion of that learned body, 
who very judicioufly ordered all the whitewafhing to be taken 
off. 7*he effigy of the bifhop lies on a tomb of wliite and 
black marble, in the middle of the wall; under an arch are 
his arms, from which alfo hangs a purfe, denoting his office 
of lord chancellor. Adjoining to bilhop M e r T o n's monument 
is a large ftone cheft, much defaced, which is all that remains 
of St. William's fhrine, that brought fuch confiderablc 
emoluments to the monks of this priory*. 

Oppoiite to this, in the fame chapel, is a monument, 
in the form of a large altar, to bifhop Lowe, who was 
interred in this chapel A. D. 1467. It is circumfcribed with 
the following lines in old charafters 5 

Miferere Deus anime fr. Johannis Lowe epifcopi. 

Credo videre bonf domini in terra viventium. 

Santi Andrea et Auguftine orate pro nobis. 

On the middle of the tomb, are fevcral cfcutcheons, in 

which are as follows, 

I H C eft amor meus. Deo g^ais. 

In the pannel under the bifliops feet are thefe four lines. 
Magne {enex titulis, Mufarum fede facrata 
Major, Mertonidum maximc progenic. 
Haec tibi gratantis poft faecula fera nepotes^ 
£n votira locant marmora, fanAe parens. 
It is the conjefture of an ingenious gentleman, who was formerly a 
fellow of Merton college, that the writer of this tetraftick, at the time of 
his compoiing it, had in his thoughts the following well known epitaph 
of Matthew Paris on the emprefs Matilda, 

Ortu Magna, riro major, fed maxiina partu 
Hie jacct Henrici (ilia, fponfa parens. 

* For the hiftory of this faiat, fee the account of Laurence de St. Mar- 
tin, in the lift of bifhops. 

At 
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At tie bottom of the tomb are thefc words, 

Quam breve fpatium hec mundi gloria. 
Ut umbra hominis funt ejus gaudia. 

At the eaft end of this chapel is an ifle, enclofed with 
iron rails, and paved with black and white marble. In the 
north end of this ifle is a beautiful tomb of white and 
black marble and alabafter, creftcd to the memory of bilhop 
Warner, who was interred here A. D. 1666. On the 
fouth fide of this ifle, and oppofite to the former, is another 
tomb, of white and black marble, erefled for John Lee 
Warner, archdeacon of this diocefe, who died 12th of June 
1679. Between the two eaft windows, in the fame ifle, is a- 
nother marble monument, in memory of Lee Warner, 
efq*. 

From this chapel is adefcent into the great north ifle, by 
a flight of Iteps, which, being much worn, bear evident marks 
of their antiquity, and are a convincing proof how very nume- 
jfous the votaries muft have been who formerly reforted to tlic 
ihrine of St. William. On one of the great pillars, in the 
north ifle, is a compartment for William St r baton, who 
was nine times mayor of Rochefter, and died A. D. 1609: 
the epitaph on this monument, and that on bifliop Lowe's, 
arc the only infcriptions in this church which efcaped the 
ill dire6led zeal of the firft reformers, and the fury of thofe 
outragious innovators in the lall century, who were ftimulated 
by the bafcfl motives t« 

Near Streatons's monument, behind the choir, i& the 
remains of an ancient tomb under an arch: Haymo de Hethe 

^ The infcription on tU thefe monuments, are giren at length, in the 
Reoist. ROFF. 

f It appears that the iron and hrais work of fome of the monuments 
f nd tombs were taken down and foW by John Wyld, >i ihocmakcr, of 
Rochefter^ 

WM 
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was buried in the north fide of this church; but whether under 
this tomb ; or on the north fide Without the rails near the altar, 
where arc fomc remains of a monument, cannot be deter- 
mined. 

In the eafl fide of the great north ifle, is a large recefs *, in 
which there is the appearance of an altar's having formerly 
bcei) crefted. The receptacle for holy water, is flill entire. 
It is by many fuppofed, that the altar of St. Nicholas was 
fltuated in this place ; but if this altar had been fixed here, it 
mull have been before the year 1312; for it appears from a 
judicial a6t (printed in the Regist. Roff. page 545) that 
it was removed about that time into the upper part of the 
body of the church, near the fteps t leading into the choir. 
The inhabitants of the adjoining parifh mofl prdbably reforted 
to this alur till their church was compleated: but, if the. 
altar of St. Nicholas was not in the north^-weft crofs ifle, there 
is little reafon to doubt of there being fome altar on that fpot, 
\vhcre malTes were occaiionally celebrated : for it appears 
from the will of William Ryvers, a citizen of Rocheiler, 
dated Auguil 28, 1496, that he had diredled his body to be 
buried in the cathedral, before the crucifix (ante crucem) 
near the north door: and as a dilUn<£lion was made between 
the high altar and the altar of Jesu, and a legacy left to the 
latter, before which, it was the rc^uefl of the teftator to be 
interred; it is not improbable, that the altar of Jesu 
might have been fixed in this part of the church. 

* I>r. Cacfar*! monument is fixed in this place 

f The word in the original is Pulpitura, which, according to Mr. Som- 

ncr, in his antiquities of Canterbury, p. 91, 92,fignifies gricccs or fteps. 

And ht mentions likewife there being an altar placed in that cathedral 

between the naye and the choir. Set alfo part 11, by Mr. Battcly, 

p. 9, and a7. 

During 
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. DuRiKG that long and dark period in which our anceftors 
were flaves topopifh fuperftition, they crouded all their places 
gf divine worihip with various altars, dedicated to different 
faints, many of whom poffibly never exifted. In this church, 
befides what have been already defcribcd, were altars 
to the Trinity, to St. Peter, to St. Paul, to St. Michael, to 
St. Ithamar, to St. James, and to St. Ui-fula; but none of 
thefe altars feem to have been of reputation among the peo- 
ple, or produdlive of any great emoluments to the priefts. 
Neither are the particular fpots were they were fituated to 
be eadly traced. There was alfo an altar to the honor of St. 
Gyles, and the offerings made to it were granted to tho 
hofpital of St. Bartholomew. 

. The following cxtraft from a will makes mention of feve- 
ral altars; and as it is in other rcfpecls curious, it may not be 
unacceptable to the reader. « Richard Qwykke, furgeon, 

« by will, dated Nov. i8, 1501, ordered his body to be bu- 

. " ricd in the cathedral, before the image of St. Urfula, and 

" bequeathed to the altar of St. James, in the faid church, a 

*< cloth of diaper; to the altar of St. Urfula, a plain towel^ 

« marked with black filk ; to the altar of Jesu, and of St. 

" Urfula, to make either of them an altar cloth, a fyne fhetcj. 

-" to the gentylmens table, in the hall, to wafh daily therein, 

*< a bafon of laton, and an ewer with a rofc in the middle; 

*' item, 3 fylver fpones, an ownce of broken fylver, and iii s 

«* in money, to make the fpones in the fratrie an honeft dofyn; 

•* item, to our lady in Jeson*, a purfe of gold, and beryl 

" and coral ftoncs to be broidercd about it, and 5d. in 

** money; item, vi s. viiid. to buy a marbyl Hone to lye up- 

** on his grave.'* 

* Thcfe words may be in part explained by a legacy of Juliana Hickes*,, 
of Rocheiler, who directed in her will, dated Siept. 9, I493> that a purib 
4>f gold be offeryd withe the botons of fylver and gilte, to the byrth of Jesu 
within thc^chapel of our Lady, in the faid moaaftery. 

Oic 
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On the north fide of the cathedral t» between the two croft 
illes, is an ancient tower, which is generally allowed to 
have been raifed by Gundulph. In after times it 
was called the five bell tower; but a late aatiquarian, who 
was no lefs accurate than aifiduous in his refearches into the 
hiflory of the ccclcfiaftical fabrics of this country, has, in his 
remarks on this cathedral, hinted an opinion that the bi' 
ihop had not defigned this building for a belfry, but for other 
ufes, fuch as a treafury, or rcpofitory for records. This con- 
jecture is confirmed by an attentive furvdy of its fize and con- 
ftruAion, the walls being above fix feet thick; the area .within 
the walls cannot exceed twenty- four feet fquare. There are 
appearances of two floors having been laid in the tower, 
the firft at about twenty feet from the ground ; the fecond at 
about twenty-five feet from the firft ; above tl^e upper floor 
the walls rife about twenty feet, fo that the height of the 
tower feems to be about fixty-five feet. Between the fouth 
fide of the tower and that part of the church near which it 
(lands, are evident marks of two floors having been laid, 
from each of which there are narrow entrances into the tow- 
er, but thefe feem to be of a modern date: the original en- 
trance appears to have been at the top of the tower, and 1» 
worthy of particular notice. In an angle of rhe church near 
ten feet from the tower is a curious winding ftaircafe of ftone, 
leading to the roof of the church. From the top of this ftair- 
cafe is fprung an arch extending to the fummit of the tower, 
the entrance therefore into the towerj was over the arch, by a 
narrow flight of ftone ftcps ftill remaining. The fingul.ir fitu- 
ation of this ftaircafe, detached from the building to wKich 
it leads, confirms the, conjecture that this tower was defigned 
as a place of efpecial fecurity* 



f Mr. WIlKsj by miftakc, fays it isoA the fouth fide of the catheJfil; 
fee his hift« of Mitied Abb. p^ 286. 
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As there arc no fufficient grounds for believing that ttS^ 
tower was ever much ufed, it feems no very improbable con- 
jecture that the members of the religious focieties fettled here^ 
as Well before as fince the reformation, have not hitherto- 
found the want of fo flrong and fpacious a building for th& 
fafe cuftody of their archives and their wealth; May the pre- 
fent reverend and learned gentlemen, and their fucceffors,. 
experience the neceffity of finifhing this venerable tower,, 
and applying it to the ufes for which, it has. been conjedlured,. 
it was originally intendeds 



TBc PRIORY: Its Dissolution > 



And' the fisr ab lishmeiIt of the' 



a E A N atad C H A P T E Kv 



THE Priory, as well as the church of Rochefter, wat- 
begun about the year of our Lord 600. A chapter of 
fecular priefts was firft placed here, which king Ethel bert 
endowed with aportion of land to the fouth of the city, called 
Prieftfield j from this name Mr. Lambard conjeftures it was 
granted for the fupport of the priefts : he alfo gave other par- 
cels of land within and without the walls of this oity . Exclufive 
of king Ethelbeft, the benefaftors to this fociety were 
few, and fomc of their gifts of little value; the cftates which 

thcic 
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:ihick feculars enjoyed were moreover frequently plundered "by 
Jthe Dane3 *, fo that we have no grounds to believe their reve- 
aiues -were ever more than fufEcient to fupport fix prielh> and 
4it the conqueft they were certainly reduced tp five. 

GuNDULPH compelled thefe men to leave the cTiurcli, and, 
by the advice and affiftancc of Lanfranc archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, appointed in their room, A, D. 1 089, twenty monks 
•of the order of St. Benedi6l, who, from the colour of their 
^outward habit, were generally called the black monks. This 
prelate rebuilt the priory, and obtained very ample revenues 
for this new cpmmunity ; and he had before his death the 
fatisfadlipn of feeing the members of it increafed to upwards of 
fhreefcoref. An account of the benefaflions the regulars re- 
ceived from diiFerent perfonsj with the moft piaterial occur- 
rences which happened to them, efpecially their frequent 
difputes with their bilhops ; fliall be given in the hiftory of the 
prelates of this diocefe. My prcfent ddign is, to inform the 
Teader of the principal tranfa6lions in the ccclefiailical inititu- 
dons of this place* 

A. D. 1 540, the monks were in their turn difpolTeffed of 
SL fcttlement in this church, which they had enjoyed for more 
than four centuries and a half, from the time of the removal 
of the fecular canons. The comm|ffion to the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, impowering him to accept the furrender of this 
religious houfe, with all its appurtenances, tp the ufe of the 
king, his heirs and fucceflbrs, is dated on the twentieth of 
March ; and on the eighth of April following the feal of the 
convent was fixed to the inftrument of refignation. This 
deed was executed in the prefence of a mafler in chancery, 
and is probably inroUed in the court of Augmentations. By 
a copy of it, which I onite faw, though each member of the 

* Sec Regi3t« RoFf. p. 5* f SccReoist.Roff. p« 143- 

L z chapter 
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^hapter is faid to hav« fubfcribed his name, the prior only 
iefci^s to have figned it, and ftyles himfclf Walter Boxlet; 
but in the charter foundation of the prefent collegiate church 
he is called Walter Phillips, which appears to have been 
his ufual name. The inftrument mentions the unanimity of 
the chapter, in that they did this aft deliberately, voluntarily, 
and freely; their fouls and corifcicnces being moved by caufcs 
juft and reafonable. 

His majefty likewife, in the preamble of the charter of 
foundation of the prefent dean and chapter, affcrts, that the prior 
and his brethren were induced to make this furrender by fomc 
fpecial and urgent caufes j but the principal rcafon undoubtedly 
was, that they were awarp, if they did not at lad accjuiefce 
in what the king had manifeftly fhewn to be his plcafurc, 
there might be fome danger of their lofing not only their pro- 
perties, but their lives; whereas by a compliance with his will, 
they might hope to fccure to themfclves fome future marks of 
the royal favor *. 



* On the day of the furrender of this religious houfe, fome of the mem- 
bers of it had refpe^Hvely the following peniions affigned them by the 
king's commHTioners. To Rob. Pylton, Rob. Smyth impotent, Will. Alboa, 
ten pounds each; Nic. Harrington chauntry prcyft, and having a perpetuyt;e 
in the howfe therof, ten ^pounds thirteen flaillings and four-^ence during his 
lyfFe, in recompence thereof he ys appoynted eight pounds thirteen Ihillings 
andfourpence; Owen Oxfordc nothyng, becaufe he ys appoynted to the 
offyce of under fexten j Ant. London cellfer, ten pounds ; Tho. Nevell 
fix pounds thirteen (hillings and four-pence ; Will. Canterbury one hundred 
Ihillings; Rich. Chetham one hundred Ihillings; Rob.. Bacon chauntry 
preyft at Northfleet, and havyng a perpetuyte of fix pounds thirteen 
Ihillings and four-pence duiyng his lyfte, in recompence therof he is ap- 
poynted one hundred fliillings; Nycholas Spelherft over and befides the 
oflyce of high fexten, appoynted unto hym forty ihillings ; Thomas Grey 
»vcr and beiide the offyce of gofpeller forty (hillings ; Thomas Cox over 
and bcfides the epiftoler, appoynted unto hym forty (hillings. 

This 
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This important period of the englifh hiftory is fo well 
known, that it mail be needlefs to enter at large into the mo- 
tives5 real and pretended, for the entire diflblution of thit 
and all other feats of* fa peillirion in this country: but feme 
account will, perhaps, be expected of the merits and deme- 
rits of the pcrfons who refided fo long in this place. And 
though, in difculfing this point, the writer cannot promife, 
that the exprellions he fhall ufe will be always as " Serious 
^* and as grave, as if he was himfeif a ghoft of one of the old 
** monks," * yet, having refolved that truth and candor fhall 
guide his pen, he hopes to avoid giving all juft ground of of- 
fence to the manes of any one of th(jie fincere, but miflaken 
cnthuliaits> who formerly lived here fequeilered from the reft 
of their fpecies, and thought the moll eflential part, if not the 
whole of religion, conhlled in acling contrary to nature. 

Previous to the fuppreflion of thefe religious houfes, two. 
general vilitations of them were made by the king's command, 
one A. D. 1535, the other about two years after. The com- 
miffioners reports of the ftate of this convent are not, I be- 
lieve, extant. Probably they were dcitroyed, with many other 
papers of the like kind, in the reign of queen Mary. Some 
injunftions, however, delivered by bifhop WELLYsf a century 
before, in confequence of a ftridl inquifition into the manners 
of the monks of St. Andrew, are a fufficient proof that they 
had then confiderably deviated from the rules of St. Benedi6l. 
and that the bifhop thought too great precaution could not 
be ufed to prevent their . again violating the unwarrantable 
vow peculiar to the monaflic orders J. 

Whether 



* Antiq. of Canterbury, pt. 11. by Mr. Battely, p. 87. 
f SeeReg. W. Welly s. p. 150, 151. 

J A profound filence within feveral apartments of the monaflery wa|^ 
imother wife mle of the order of St. Benedia: his difciples, however, in thit 
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Whether -they and their fucceflbrs obeyed in all pointt 
the falutary admonitions of their vilitor, may be quellioneds 
but there are grounds for believing that this fociety had Qot, at 
leaft for fome time before its difTolution, been guilty of thofe 
unnatural crimes charged upon the members of other fraterni- 
ties of regulars, and from which accufations, many of them 
were never able to exculpate themfclves. Their extreme 
backwardnefs in furreiidering this old habitation, will in- 
cline us to judge more charitably of their aftions. Had 
they been thus abominably vicious, a confcioufnefs of their 
being juffly liable to the fevcneil penalties the laws could in^ 
Hid, would have rendered them apprehenfive of expoiing 
themfelves, by their obflinacy, to the refentment of their 
mercilefs prince. And we ought to recoUeft, that this of St, 
Andrew was one of the larger monaftcries, and that the com^ 
miffioners accufed the lefTer houfes chiefly of more flagrant im- 
moralities. 

Practices fuperftitious and idolatrous, prevailed with- 
out difpute in all tliefe focieties; and every one of them pretend- 
ed to be poflefled of a flirine, an image, or a relick, endued with 
a power of working miracles. Within lefs than a century 
after the foundation of this church, many wonderful cures are 
faid to have been wrought at the burial place of St. Ithamar; 
and the extraordinary and frequent interpofltion of St. William, 
in favor of the numberlcfs votaries who reforted to his tomb, 
was a moft plentiful fource of wealth to the monks: and 
fortunate was it for them, that the pope confented to the 

priory, feem not to hare honored their unfociablc patron, either in the 
obfervance or in the breach of this inftitution; for the firft of the bilhop's 
regulations plainly indicates that the monks did not only exercife the facul- 
ty of fpeech (the fingular prerogative of a man) at times and in places when 
and wherjj he judged they ought not; but had made a praftice of abufing it 
ky licentious and idle talk, and by keen invcaives againft each other.' 

canonization 
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canonization of this harmlefs Scotch pilgrim, for poffibFy m 
religious houfe in the kingdom was more dcftitutc of wonder- 
working relicks. In that long roll of bcncfaftionB printed in 
the Regmt.Ropf. p. 122, from a MS. in the Britiih Mu- 
feum, there occurs only a little phial of the blood of that 
martyr to his boundlcfs love of power, Thomas Becket. 

The hofpitaKty of thcfe regulars is the next thing which 
requires our attention ; and they mud have had many oppor- 
tunitics of affording relief to travellers, from the fituation of 
the priory r nor did they fail to ufe this fpecious plea, in order • 
to obtain an increafc of their revenues. That the biihops of 
this diocefe fo readily hearkened to their iblicitations, fome of 
the country clergy will ever have caufe to regret; for, the better 
enabling the monks to exercife this commendable virtue, wa» 
a common pretence for an appropriation of the tythes of feveral 
parochial benefices. But, notwithllanding thefe and many 
other lucrative acquifitions, they feem to have been generally 
very ncccffitous ; and though it is certain that their poverty, 
mull be attributed partly to the chargeable litigations in which 
they were involved to maintain rights and privileges, fome 
of which were legal, and many more affumed ; it is equally 
true, that they expended very confiderable fums in a conftant 
and liberal difpofition of alms. The annual income of the 
cftates belonging to the priory, according to the valuation 
returned into the exchequer, 20th of Henry VUI. was four 
hundred and eighty fix pounds eleven ihillings and five pence; 
the ftate of its finances at that period, I am not able to afcer- 
tain. 

Frb<^ent mention is made of very large debts contraft- 
cd by thefe regulars, and opulent and generous benefaftors 
fometimes freed them from their incumbrances. It appears, 
however, from the anfwcrs to feveral articles of enquiry, ex- 
hibited 
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hibitcd at an epifcopal vifitation held in 1498, that twenty- 
four monks only refided at that time in this houfc; and thefe 
being little more than a third part of the number fettled in it by 
GuNDULPH, the diminution was probably owing tcl thfe in- 
fufliciency of the revenue to fupport the full complimenti 
The names indeed of only thirteen monks occur in the lift of 
thofe to whom penfions were granted by the king's commiffi- 
oncrs. But it does not from hence follow, that the number 
of them was reduced fo low. For feveral of them might 
willingly embrace the opportunity then offered, of being re^ 
leafed from the vow of celebacy, and in that cafe, would not, 
I believe, be in titled to any allowance. Though, as the fup- 
preffion of their houfe muft have been forefeen and appre- 
hended, for two years before it happened, it is not likely, that 
within that period they Ihould be folicitous to admit any new 
members. 

But there is another point of view, in which we ought to 
conlider thefe difciples of St. Benedift, viz» their literary ac- 
compli Ihments. The advocates for the public utility of thefe 
monaftic inftitutions, feldom fail to remind us of their being, 
in the dark ages which preceded the revival of true fcience 
and true religion, fchools for the education of youth, and to 
boaft that the members of them generally attained to an ex- 
traordinary proficiency in mofl branches of ufeful knowledge. 
In this priory the rudiments of grammar were taught " occafion- 
" ally ;" this term is adopted, becaufe there is room to fufpeft, 
from an entry in the confiftorial afts of bifhop Fisher, whe- 
ther a matter was conftantly fixed here; and it may be like- 
wife a doubt, how far thefe monks, were qualified for the dif- 
charge of this rule of their order. So far is undeniable j that 
thefe cloyfters arc faid not to have produced one perfon emi- 
nently learned; and bifhop Tanner, if I am not miflaken, 
has placed only two names in the clafs of authors, Edmund 
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»B Hadpekh^m, and William Deah*., The work of 
the fermer '\s ftyJed si chronicie, from the foundation of the 
world to.xhc )ear J.307J but, according to the opinion of this 
celebrated antiquArian, every part of it, which docs not relate 
to the. church, is tranfcribqd from William of Malm/bury. 
The labors of the latter con;iprife the annals of this cathe- 
dral, from the. year 13 14 to 1348, or rather the hijdory of 
bifhop Ha^MO D.P He THE.' Mr. Wharton has publifhed 
in his ANGti;A Sacra^ froin the MSS, which are in the Cot- 
tcnian colleclion, the moft material part* of thefe perfor- 
rnances; ^nd fome of the articles, omitted by that indullrious 
.^feortipiler, , arp .infer ted in thp Regis t.. Roff f. 

No mention is made of' more than one writer on moral 
ind religious fubjedls ; viz. John, prior of this monaitery, 
who v|^rote a volume of theological c[ucfti6ris, which is Hill 



^ Sec Tanner's Bibllothcc. Britan. p. 368, and p. 222. William Deait 
is, in the Regist. Roff. p, 349, 352, William oe 33 kiijE,aftiJ' per- 
haps ought not to be recorded'as a member of this convent, for Ke'fnblcribcs 
himfeif a clergyman of the diocefe of Winchefter, and a notary puj>Iic, by 
virtae of an appointment from the holy Roman empire* 

f John Beartlock, bom in the neighbourhood of this city, might b« 
indebted to this priory for his firft ini^ru^ions in literature* 'He was, ia 
the year 1^65, fi ni.cmbci; of St. John'* College,' Oxford, where he took 
.jiis degree jof ^. A. and appears afterwards to have been a fellow of Ex- 
eter college. He wai a moft celebrated draiightfinan, 'ind madt* -k' very 
accurate fkctch bf this city. ' While he was" at Oxford, healfo gavfc!4liftin- 
gu^ihing marks of his excellency in this art; for Thomas Nele^. in Sep- 
Cember 1565^ 4)re/ented to queen Elizabeth a book, in which Be art- 
Lock had delineated a rcprefentation of all the colleges and halls 
. of that univerfity. Sec Tanner's Bibliothec p. 81. I'he' tditoV oF this 
work would have been happy in favoring the public witti 'an ' cri graving 
of Heart lock's ichnograpliy of this cityj but although thfe mo^ dili- 
gent fearch was made in the archives of Exeter college, Oxford, in the 
king's JJibrary, and in the library in the Britilh Mufcum, not the Icaft in- 
tellijjcncc of it could be obtained. ' 

M ' prefervcd 
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fn-cfcrvcd in the librafy of this church,' m m'anufcnptr it* 
is written oh vellum, with' large notes, and in fine prefervation. 
Mr. Willis has indeed remarked, that Osbern de She- 
PEY, a prior of this church, wrote many books, by which 
I' conclude ' he meant to dignify him with the title of an 
author; b\it tKe palTage in the* Ai^glia Sacra, to which 
he refers, implies no more than that this monk, who had 
formerly been the facrift, duly difcharged that office, in tran- 
fcribing and preferving fomc books, or rather in dire^ing thefc 
works to be done *. 

That* the monks fhould be IMe verfed iir the do6lrine& 
and duties of the holy fcriptures, cannot be thought furpri- 
fing, if wc-refledl on their want of the neceflary inftraments 
of this knowledge; at leaft this appea^s^ to have been tlieir 
hard lot, when Hay mo de Hethe was faifed to the bimo- 
prick of Rochefter. For this prelate, concerned and mortifi- 
ed to fee that the Curates" and penitentiaries of his diocefe 
were fo ill qualified to perform the* proper office of their pro- 
fcffion, committed to the care of the principal members of this 
church a fet of books, to which the neighbouring clergy might 
rcfort for information and improvement; a benefaftion that 
would have been-^unneceflary, had not his lordfhip, who was 
formerly the ptior, been ' aware- that the library of the con- 
. vent was very meanly fiimilhed. The books giveh by Hay.- 
MO are enumerated in the Recist. Rorp. p. 127. and 
the catalogue does not difpof& one to form a high opinion 
of the facred eruditidn of this bifhop. Moft of the volumes 
coniifled of decrees, decretak, and provincial conftitutions, 
with commentaries upon them. There was one book, in- 
titled. The Scholaftic Hiftory on the Bible; but he prefent- 

* See Willis's Hift. of Conven. Ch. vol. i, p, 294*" An<}LIaSa«> 
ciiAy vol« I* p. 393. RegisT'Roff^ p. izU 
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ed • no portions of fcripture, except Uie gofpels p£ St. -Mattlxc^w 
and St. Mark, with glolTes. And indeed it appears, from 
another occurrence recorded of Haymo, that he was a more 
able canonift than divine, having proSably more freqiLcntly pc- 
rufcd the injunflions of the pope, than the precepts of our Savi- 
our, delivered in his fermcHion the mount. ^For he mufthave 
been pcrfciaded, that-<;hrilHans would in their devotions " be 
*' • heari for their much fpcaking," or he would, never have 
dnedled the poor people of the hofpital, founded by him at 
Hythe, to repeat the Lord's prayer, and. the angel's falutation 
to the virgm Mary, .three hxmdred limes,a day. SccRegist. 
K'OFP. p. 414. 

Iris related of 'Luther, that he found a copy of tte 
bible, which lay ncglefted in the library of his monaftery, 
and that he devoted himfelf to the lludy of it with eagcrnefs 
«nd afliduity. But delirous, as fome of the monks of St. An- 
drew might Ije^ to have recourfe to this fountain of religious 
wifdom, there were but faint hopes of their being as fuc- 
ceTsful in diTcovering this divine Source within the walls of 
their convent, even after a djligent feardi, as.^as, by accident, 
that eminent reformer. For upon a careful exan\ination of the 
catalogue of books prefented at different periods to this priory, 
as they are inferted in the Re gist. Roff. it 'feems very 
doubtful whether the members of this fodety were pofleffed * 
of a compleat copy of the fcriptures of the Old and New teHa- 
meht * ; or "if they were, the word. of God could have Kttle 
benefited perfons, who had probably acquired a very in- 
competent knowledge of the learned 'languages in which 
it was written. And thefe religious were, no lefs than 
the- laity, prohibited the rcadingrthe Scriptures in tl^eir fwva 

* It appears from Cafley's catalogue of MSS. as well as from what arc 
fRCcified iathe Regist. Rofp. tjiat they, really had not all = thefe facrc4 
books. 

M 2 tongue. 
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tongue. A proof of this, reftridlion may be Brought from -tJic 
confifiorial a€tsof bifliop Fisher, A. D. 1528; by whbfe dii^t- 
tion a prtjfccutioh was carried on againll WiLtiAM Mafelde, 
the praecentdr of this church, for not delivering up to his dio- ■ 
• cefan, in ofecdience to the orders of Cardinal 'Wo lseV, pub- 
lished in the adjoining city, a 'copy of \he' gofpel traiiUated > 
into Engnih; and the only method he had of efca'ping a fe- 
vere Sentence for this heinous crime, i^v^ais, by informing the bi- 
fhop of the name of his' friend who had purchafedj'for him, 
this ineftimable book.' This monk Teems to have been very 
felicitous to prevent a difcovefy of his having 'any part of 
the New Teflament in his cuftody; for the gofpels and the 
cpiftlcs of St. Paul making too large a book to be eafily con- 
cealed, he requefled the perfon who had "procured them for 
him, to get them bound in two volumes. Two pence was 
the fum paid for this alteration. ' ' 

The little regard fliewn to the monks at' the time 
of the fuppreflion of their community, fumilHes more pre- 
fumptive evidence of tjtieir ^ having made but' a fmall pro- 
grefs in the purfuit of religious truth. Otherwife, it is 
hardly to be imagined that archSiffiop CR'ANMER,vvhb was a 
patron of learned men, and* ty whofe diredUoh chiefly this 
and all other deans and chapters of* tKe neW foundation were 
modelled, would have fuffered their merit to have paiTed 
without a fuitable reward. In Canterbury cathedral, eight 
prebendal ftalls. out of twelve, arid iii that of Norwich' five out 
of fix, were filled with the regulars' of the 6I<J focieties in thofe 
cities; but four monks only remained here, and^ they were 
appointed to the inferior offices in the chuTct*'. 

tJpoN a due conlideratiori of the e^icienlce here 6tfcrc^ cv^tf 
unprejudiced perfon muft adjudge the monks to have merited 
that ftriflure which was kveilcd by king Hbuky VIB. at the 
regulars in |eneral, « That the endowmem they had fo .J^ 

, - * Sn^t page 76. 

« poiTcffed 
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•< .poflcffcd might: be turpcA jo-si better yfc^^ thfp^^^hcj had ^ 
*< made of it i Gojd*§ word-foetter fetjfortii;, cluldre^ brough^^ 
** up in lea wing; (clejrks ;iouri{h?d ia the univcrrityj^ *^/^... 
** .exhibitions for -the xninifters of. the churcl^.!' Aryd it.wijl, 
I truft, b? admitted, tb^t, the good P^fP9^?s, which ^ priacc, 
intended ihould be anCvyered by a diftercnt appliqji^on.of i)^eir - 
revenues, have enfued from that, poi^tion. of th^^wi^ which ^ 
Ke endowed the prefent collegiate church*. 

It haa been already mentioned, that this priory was f^rren- 
dcred in the month of April .1540 ; but though the kin^ was ^ 
at that time authorized by the legiflature to eredl new fcc3^ 
and eccleiiaflical corporate; bodies, out. of the ell^tgs belpng- 
ing to the old .religious, communities, more than , two years 
pailed before there w^s a. new ellablifhment in.this .plac^c. 
The letters patent for it bear date June 20. 33. FJen. VIII.. 
A. D. 1 542 ; by virtue of. which they were to cpnfil):, of a 
dean, and iix canons. or prebendaries, with other ;miniftQr5. 
neccflacy for the due adminiftratign of divine .fervicpj and they 
were incorporated under the tii;le of " The d^^ip.axnj .chapter 
<* of the cathedral church,of Christ ajvd thje bJei^cd-ViR.O£|»i,^ 
" Mahy of Rocheftei: " In the charter of tjii^Joundation, as^ 
in that, of Canterbury, a referve was made, to the fcipg's ufe, 
of divers buildings and parcels of landj forae of which w,cre, 
and others were conlidered to. haye been, w.ithjn thf common 
precin6b of the monaftery. Of the latter fort were.thf ^ing's^ 
chamber; the king's chapel, with a garden adjoining^ a.houfCj 
called" the armory," with a garden adjoining j ahoufc callc^ 
V le chambers lodgings," with a, garden and little orchard adjoin- 
ing alfo apiece of ground called " leupp(^dich," v(ithan..orcharc^ 
inclofed. The particulars, thus excepted, feem to have been^ 
more peculiarly of royal property, as leaving never been in- 
cluded In any of the royal grants for the foundation and en- 

"* See Uie pieamUc of the ilatufie o£ 31 H^njiy VIII. c. ix. fald to b« 
vnnsa^ checking himfelf. Strype's EcckC Mem. vol. i. p. 350. 
' largement 
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Jtttswncnt of the monaftery. However; thcfe royal pofl^ffi-' 
40tis, is well as what the king had rcfenredout of thofe which 
of right belonged to the convent. before its furrender, weVe 
all of them afterwards affigned, by hisfpecial commiffion, to 
Tthc eommon or feparate ules t>f the dean, prebendaries, "nii- 
nifters, and mrmbers of his new ercded cathedral, and llill 
continue to be 'fo enjoyed by them. 

A DEED of endowment was fubjoincd to the charter of 
foundation. According to a paper printed in Strype's Ec- 
<:les. Mem. vol. i. p. 274, from an original in the Cotton 
<dlle£lion, which is faid to have "been drawn by the king him- 
self, it feems to have 'been his majefty's intention ^to have fet- 
itled on this church the revenues of the old priory, and part 
of thofe of the monaflery of Leeds. 3ut Henry certainly 
saltered his mind; for fome of the more valuable eftates of thefe 
r^igious houfes were dHpofed of in a very different manner, 
:and the deficiency was but ill fupplicd from what had be- 
longed to Boxley Abbey and "Ncwcrk Hofpital in Strood. To 
this, as to all the other collegiate bodies founded in his reign," 
-were annexed, in lieu of manors and lands, the impropriations 
of many parfonages. Happy would it have been for the 
country clergy, had they been reftored to thofe who had in 
-equity the beft title to them. The vicars, however, ofal- 
moft all the parilhes here referred to, were conliderable gain- 
lers by the great tythes paffing into the hands of the govern- 
ing members of this church, being indebted to them for fome 
very generous augmentations. The revenues, with which this 
^cclcfiaftical body are endowed, are not in charge for firft- 
iruits and tenths; but in lieu of tenths. King Henry re- 
i^rvcd to the crown the yearly payipent of one hundred and 
^fteen pounds. A fee-farm rent of nine pounds fix (hillings 
:and eight pence was afteiwards added to this compofition, 
for divers Jands, &c. given to the dean and chapter, as the 

jrcgifter 
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rtgjjfter. booi ^ the auditor's office cxprdTcs it; but w^csw^* 
thffe. lands were fltuated, and the time when grantedi it liol: 
clear*. * . ^ 

About three years after the firfc ereftion^ of thb new fo^ 
ciety, a body of ilatutes ^r the government of it was figsedl 
arid delivered to the churchy by three commiffionors, who had 
been appointed by Henry VIII. to prepare them; but the)r 
had neither the fandion of the great fealy. nor were they in* 
dented. And the want, of thefe forms, the one required by 
ftat. ji. HfiN. VIII. c. 9. and the^ other by the charter of 
foundationi has formerly fubjcifted the members of this ohoa'ch 
to fome inconveniences. The differences, however^ between 
the dean and prebendaries^ occafloned thereby, have neither 
been fo frequent, nor fo warmly agitated, as thofe which have 
unhappily prevailed in fome other chapters of the new foun- 
dation t . Memion is made by biHiop KennetJ ofa difpu te 
which' had long fubfifted between the dean and prebendaries 
of Rocheiler, though arbitrators had been frequently calledl 
in to adjuftit. 

But tMs comeft^did not proceed^ from aay foppofed lava-* 
lidity of the ftatutes,^ nor from any doubts as to the interpre- 
tation of them. The fubjeft of it was, the right to a conlider- 
able traft of ground whichjoins to* the deanery garden^^ftyled at 
different periods the king^s and dean's orchard, and v^ich^ 
as I have belbre noticed, was the ancient poffeffion- of the 
crown, and might probably,^ for that reafon, be excepted out 
of the charter of foundation; This ground, fome deans ima- 

* This fee-farrti- rent was granted by patent for lives, by king James I, 
to Sir Edward Holey, and others. It was at length alienated from thfc 
crown, and the right to it is vefted in the governore- of Guy's hofpifal. 

f The reader may meet with an accurate account of the Hiftory of this 
matter, in Burn's Eccled Law, under the title Deans anb Chapters. 

i Vide Rcgiftcr and Chronicle, p. 6zo» 

gined^ 
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|ined, nad'Hecti ^ftted by king* H^Nfey's commilSoti' to 
'' their Tei^iTrate"ufe; HVhercas thf pr?bifetKi&ries icfiftcd diat it 
was the common cftate of the church. And the aiFa»iiad, 
from various caufes, become in a courie of years fo intricate 
' an3 perijfexedi thaft '-there Vas ^t'laftler'tieWfflity of applying 
to a court 6f 'fequity'for a'deftermiitation.'^ A decree was gi- 
ven, A. D. 1710, by the' lord chancellor, in favour of- the 
Prebendaries claim. Pari of what is now- the dean?s gar- 
den, is taken out of the king's orchard 1 a leafe of. it for 
forty years was gVsmted in truft by tht chapter^ for. the ufe 
of the deans Of Rochelter, ■ fbon ^Iftiir the deeifion inx:hancery, 
and was renewed at the expiration of that tcrni.* . Bifliop 
Ken NET therefore, who fccms to have inclined to the dean's 
fide, mull have been mi informed as ta the real merits of 
the cafe. • 

There is another circumftahce relative to the llatutcs of 
this church, which certainly dcferves fome notice in a hiftory 
of it. In the annual account of the' ftate of the diocofe of 
Rochefter,v returned t^ king Charles I. by- archbi/hop 
Laud^ a. D. 1633, it is faid that he complained to the king, 
«* That the cathedral fafFered muth for want of glafs in the 
•* windows, and the church-yard lay very indecently, and 
" the gates down, becaufe the dean and j^haptcr refufed to . 
** be vifitcd by him, on- pretence that tke ftatuees were not 
*♦ confirmed under the broad feal.** To f which the : king 
wrote diis poflfll iii the' margin, " Thb inufl be remedied 
*• one way or other, concerning which I expeft a particular I 
" account of you *.*' It is not improbable from this account, 
that the archbifhop was determined in his own mind, and 
wanted the'' king's orders, to imjjower him to give a new 
body of llatutes to this church, as he did afterwards to his own 
and fome other cathedrals. But ifwercflcft on the warmth 

* See RapinVs Afti Reg. p. 797, 

and 
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and cagcrnefs of the archbilhop's temper, we fhall not perhapi 
be furprired at the then dean and chapter rather chufing to bp 
governed by their old conilkutions, than by.othcrsof his fram* 
ing. 

Be SIDLES, the dean and chapter were ftriflly juftifiable in 
oppofing a fchcme, which was one of thofe flretches of the 
prerogative, for which that reign is diftinguilhed. For by 
a paflkge in the recital of the flat. i. Marv, SefT. 3. c. 9, 
*• fuch rules and ordinances could not be made without au- 
** thority of parliament 5" and the Icgiflature h^ veiled queen 
Mary and her fucceflbr with this honor, during their na- 
tural lives only. The inefficacy of si commiffion from the 
crown for this purpofe, though under the broad ftal, was 
fo generally admitted in the reign of quee^ Ann, that tn 
aft of parliament was paffed at that time, to give a fanftion 
to the ilatutes which had been ufcd in any of the foundations 
of Henry VIII. from the reftoration of king CharlevU*, 
It feems to be no unlikely furmife, that archbiftiop Laud fuf- 
peded, that jf he perfifted in his attempt to oblige the dean 
and chapter of Rochefter to receive, from him, a new body 
of ilatutes, he might have the mortification of feeing his com- 
mands difobeycd, and a contempt fhewn to the authority by 
which he wanted to enforce them 5 and that this was the 
reafon why he, for once, prudently confidering what was 
pradlicable, a^ well as what ought, in his own opinion, to 
b^ donef, waved the further profecution of a fcheme, 
which he certainly had much at heart. But though the dean 
and chapter oppofed archbijhop Laud in this point, they 

^ See Barn's Eccleft Law, vol, 11. p. 91. 8to. edit, 

+ A learned panegyrift of thi« prelate has obfenred of him, '< Ita erat 
** femper animatus, ui qtiid fieri dcbuit, potius quam quid fitri potuit, mc« 
w 4i«aretttf/* 

Godwin de prseful. edit, per Richudfon, p. 189, 

N fubmitt?4» 
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fubmittcd, in the next year, to be vifited by him as their me- 
tropolitan ; and his Grace mull, whilil exercifing this oiSce, 
have been fenfible that he had been rather too haily in the 
unfavorable report he had made of them to their fovereign. 
If the church-yard lay in an indecent manner, the fault was 
not in them, but in the inhabitants of St. Nicholas, who, by 
the original articles of agreement between the city and the pri- 
ory, on the building of their church, were to keep up the ne- 
Ceflary fences; and as the parifhioners had a right of reforting 
to the church as often as they pkafed, and of burying their 
dead in the coemetery, gates to the precinfts would have been 
extremely inconvenient. And with refpeft to the imputed 
negleft in not repairing the windows, it were to be wifhed 
his Grace had pointed out an eafy method of keeping them 
entire. For, from the church's being lituated in a fea-port 
town, notwithllanding the very heavy charge annually incurred 
in new glazing, paflengers may ftill doubt whether any care is 
ever taken to remedy thcfe defects. The archbrOiop, as is 
ufual upon thefe occafions, ifTued interrogatories; and it appears 
from the anfwers to them, which are ftill in being, that the 
dean and chapter fully vindicated their condudl ; by (hewing, 
from indifputable evidence, that they had paid a due attention 
to the fabric, and had expended upon the repairs of it very con- 
iiderable fums of money. But one of the injunftrons, with 
which this inquiry was doled, difcoyers a probable caufe of 
his Grace's fevere ftri^lure. The communion table ftood, it 
fcems, in the middle of the choir: this was ordered to be placed 
at the eaft end in a decent manner, and a fair rail put up to gs 
acrofs the chancel, as in other cathedral churches *; and their ha- 



^ * This was one of the firft alterations made hy- Dr. Laud in the ca- 
thedral church of Gloucefter, after his pcomotion to that deanery ; and it 
appeared to him a point of fuch eflential confequence, that after he became 
avchbifhop, his yicar general had direftions to enjoin the obfervancc of it, 
in every church he vifitedf Sec CqIJ. Ecclef, Hift. v. ii. p. 760^ 762, 

ving 
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Ving negkacd of thcmfelves to make, in his opuiion, fo impor-* 
tant a rcgalation, might create in him a fufpicion of their being 
puritanically inclinad. 
. • 
But I return to the account of the n€w eflablifhmcnt of this 
church. In the firft ftatute , the different inenibers of ^vhich " 
it was to-confill, are enumerated, viz. A dean and fix pre- 
bendaries*,, fix minor canons, one deacon, one fub-deaconfj fix 
lay clerks, Qj;ie jailer pf the choirifters, eight choirillers, an up- 
per, ajid an undex mailer of the grammar fchopl, twenty fcho- 
lars, fix popr men, a porter, who was like wife to be the bar- 
be;-, a l?utLer, a chief cook, and an afliftant: and a yearly ex- 
hibition of five ppunds was to be paid to four fcholars, two of 
them to be members <?f €ach univerlity. All thefe perfons ai« 
now fupported out of tlie rcvejiues pf the church, except a 
deacon and fub-deacon, a butler, cook and under-cook. The 
two firil have been difufed ever fince the reformation; and 
the other three are no longer neceflary, there being no com- 
mon table kept at this time. The prebendaries difcharge ^ 



** There was once an intention of adding a feventh prebend to this ex- 
thedral, fince there is an cuti-y in the biftiop's rcgifter of the appropriation, 
of the reifloiy and chprch of Rainham to this yfe. 

•f- In the account of penfions fettled on the monks of the piiory, page 67 
mention is made of one who^was appointed gofpellcr, and another epiftolcr, 
but no fuch offices occur in the ftatutes, and they were^ I conclude, changed 
for thofc of deacon and fub-deacon. It was probably archbilhop Ckak-- 
mkr's intention^ that the two former Ihould be ihc title of thefe muulKn-s 
of the cathedral,* hut that when the new Ibciety was fixed, he >vas ovev- 
rulcd in this and many other of his fcheme? of reformatijan, py the oihrr 
commifiioners, if not by the king himfelf, who would not confent to lop 
off any other branches of popery, except the fuprcmacy. The fub-deacon, 
as is well known, is oije of the five prdtrs in the church of Rome, which 
werejultly laid afide by our firft reformers. And by the XXIV. canon, 
according to the advertifement publilhcd Anno 7 Elizabethje, the gof- 
pellcr and epiftqler were to afiift the principal minlfter, who officiated at ihc 
fcoty communion, 

N 2 their 
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thrfir turn the office of vice-dean, receiver, and trcafurcr; ani 
the minor canons thofe of praecentor and focrift; and there 
arc befides, a chapter clerk, auditor, colledor of the quit* 
rents, and a fie ward of their courts, who is like wife their 
counfcllor. By the charter of foundation, king Henrt VIIL 
had refervcd to himfelf and fucceflbrs the right of appointing, 
(and in the ftatutcs he exprcffcd it fiiould be by letters pa-» 
tent under the great feal,) the dean, who mufl be dodlor, or 
at leaft bachelor of divinity, or doftor of law j and all the 
prebendaries, who mull have taken the degrees of malter of 
arts, or bachelor of law. The dean is now nominated by the 
king; but four of the prebends are conlidered to be in the 
gift of the perfon who is entrufted with the charge of the great 
feal. One Was annexed by letters patent, dated January 14^ 
12' Ann, A. D. 1713, to the provoftfliip of Oriel College^ 
in Oxford, and this union was confirmed by parliament the fame 
year: and king Charles I. by letters patent dated Dec. 6, 
1637, annexed the fixth ftall to the archdeaconry of Rochef- 
ter. The power of appointing the fix poor men, who are 
ufually termed bedefmen, was alfo referved to the crown^ 
and they are admitted to this day by warrants under the roy- 
al fign manual. The words of the flatute, as to their qualifi- 
cation, are very general, for they include the poor, the in* 
firm, and the aged, whether they have or have not lofl their 
limbs in war, or have been worn out in the public fervice 
of their country. But for many years pafl none but failorsj 
wiio were old or maimed, have been partakers of this branch 
of the king's bounty *. The dean appoints the inferior fer- 
vants of the church; but the minor canons and all the other 
Oilicers are elcded by the dean and chapter, and the former 

*^ It is fa id to be a iTile at prefcnt, not to allow it, to any application, 
unUfs the petirioncr bring with him a certificate of his being a pcnfioner 

of ihe chcil at Chatham* 
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to ]preveht being removed by any fature deans, have tKeir pi* 
tents confirmed under the great feal of this fociety. 

Separate habitations were,, foon after the foundation, af- 
figned to the members of this church, and was the fchedule 
by which thefe were fixed remaining, it would not be very 
difficult to determine nearly the fpot, where moft of the 
buildings of the old monaftery flood. But it is bfl ; the on- 
ly allotment to J^e met with, is to the dean and one preben- 
dary; and no other light can be thrown upon this matter than 
from papers and leafes, mofl of them of a much later date. 
The grant to the dean, as exprefled in the king's commifSon, 
inentioned in a former page, was «* of the new lodging, contain- , 
** ing two parlours, a kitchen, foiv chambers, a gallery *, a libra- 
*« ry over the gate, with all other buildingi leading to the houfe 
" of John Sympkins, one o[ the refidendaries, with a garden 
" adjoining, fituatcd on the north (ide of the king'ai palace; al- 
*' fb a place for wood under the veftry room j a flablc near the 
" gate of the tower, and a pigeon-houfe in the wall adjoining 
•* to the vineyard'*. It feems very clear, that the apartments 
and the garden here aiGgned to the dean, had belonged to the 
prior, for his fcparate ufe \; and by a furvey of the premifes 
now enjoyed by the dean, I am inclined to believe, that 
fome further additions were made out of thofe buildings which 
the king had flill refer ved to the crown, by a paper annexed 
to the commiffion. Be this as It may, the chief part of the 
buildings here granted, comprifed what ufed to be called 
the old deanery. Thefe were from, and probably before the 
reftoration, let out in different tenements, and made a por- 
tion of the revenue of the preferment. But on the death of 

* Ambulatorium & Mufacum. 

-f* The prior wa», however, fuppoicJ to lie in the dormitory. Since pri* 
or A LURED, who was abbot of Abingdon, is recorded at a benefa<Elor, fof 
having nuWe a window ia (he dormitory, " Ultra le£hun prioria." R e o i s t^ 

ROf F. p. I2It 

do£lor 
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i6^0T John Newcome, the executors paid full dilapidations 
for them, as a part of the dwelling-houfe; and when that long 
contefled point was fettled, a faculty was obtained from tlxc 
biOiop for removing them. What apartments were before, 
on the fpotj which is now the deanery, is not certain ; but 
in the year 1640, which date is in the front wall, to- 
wards the garden, the center part was rebuilt. This houfd 
was in the civil wars granted by Icafe, from the fequellrator, 
to John Parker, efq. who perhaps compleated the apart- 
ments in it, which are mentioned in the parliamentary furvey 
to have been unfinifhed : and it does not feem to have un- 
dergone any material change 'till, within thefe few years. 
I>r. Mark HAM, the prefent bilhop of Chefter, engaged in 
a large repair : the two wiftgs were raifed by him, but not 
fenifhed before his removal to Chrift Church; and upon a 
more accurate review, after the promotion of the prefent 
dean, the fron,t wail, of the center building being adjudge4 
to be infpcure, was taken down. The whole is now a com- 
fortable and elegant abode, 

A REFERENCE is made to the houfe belonging to the firft 
prebendary*, now Dr. Andrew, in the foregoing affignmcnt 
to the dean, it being that faid to be inhabited by John Sym- 
KiN, (though not in right of his preferment, for he was no- 
minated to the fourth ilall). 

The houfe of the fccond prebendary adjoins to it : 
they are fituated on the north fide of the church, and have a 
very e xtenfive front towards the High Street. While the 

* The iirft prebendary mentioned in the charter>' is Hugh ApRzeE^ 
doilor of laws the real, though queen Elizabeth was the nominal 
founder, of Jefus College in the ITniverfity of Oxford. He was a native 
of Brecknockihire in South Wales ; and was very eminent for his piety, 
knowledge and munificence, particularly- to that femiftSiry of learn in|^^ 
(quod fundari fecit,) which he caufed to be founded. 

monaftery 
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monaftery continued, the facrift's apartments were on thii 
Ijpot : the title of the kutry garden, and the fextry well, oc* 
curs frequent]jr. Dr. Erasmus Saundehs the prcfcnt prc^ 
bendary in the fecond ftall, fucceeded in 1756, the honorable 
and reverend James Yorke, now dean of Lincoln. 

The houfe contiguous to the g^te leading to the deaneiy, 
«nc of the apartments of which is built over the gate- 
way, is the abode of the third prebendary, now Mr, Law* 
ry: it was rebuilt by this gentleman foon after he took pof- 
felTion of this preferment. A lodging, llylcd the wax chand* 
ler's chamber, was fxtuated clpfe to this gate, as appears by 4 
leafe of it granted the feventh of April, 1544, to Nicholas^ 
Arnolds, prieft, and one of the minifters of the cathedral 
church. He was to hold it for the term of his li/e : the an- 
nual rent referved was one pound of wax to be ofiered oi| 
Good Friday unto the fcpulchre of our Lord within the 
cathedral *, 

Mr. CoLDCALLf has, in right of the fourth prebend, that 
long range of building which extends alraofl: from the foath weft 
crofs of the church to Minor Canon Row, In the garden 



* Row L AND Taylor, L L D. fiscond prebendary in thb third SaiSli -vgb^ 
had been chaplain toarchbiihopCRANMER,and prcfer'd by himtodicrtfimy 
of Hadley in Suffolk, was burnt for his ftriA adherence to the pioiiefbanc 
profeffion in Feb. 1555, at Hadley. .When Mr. Lawrt was preientcid t% 
this prebend, it was vacant by the refignation of Dr. Joseph Butler, at that 
time bifliop of Briftol, and then promoted to the commcndamofthedcasicrr 
of St. Pauls, he was tranflated in 1751 fro'm Briftol to the bllboprick rf 
Durham. He was the author of The Analogy of natural aijd revealed Re- 
ligion, and of a volume of fermons preached while he was chapUin to the 
mafter of the rolls. 

f This gentleman fucceeded the Rev. Mr, John Upton, wbofe editioii 
of Arrian's EpidletuB j of Spencer's Fairy Queen, and his obl^rvatiQn? ppoa 
^h^kefjpear; are well known among the ie<irned and ingenious, 

H?ath'| 
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belonging to tliia and the fmall adjoining hoiife formerly called 
Heath's parlour, and now inhabited by Mrs. Prat, were 
certainly placed thecloyflers, thedortoror dormitory, and the 
refc(Sory or hail of the convent. It is very probable that 
one piazza of the cloyfters extended from Mrs. Pratt's hoiifc 
to the ruins of the old chapter ho ufe, along the fouth virall of 
the church, the rpof of which was doubtlefs in part fupported 
by the corbyl ftones which projeft from the church j another 
piazza extended along the eaft wall of Mr, Cold call's garden; 
but the roof of this piazza from the chapter houfc was not of 
of the fame height with the other piazza; in this eaft wall are 
feveral arches, which communicated with the dean's orchard 5 
* the variety of niches and curious work, ftill remaining on the 
call wall, are ftrong indications of the elegance and grandeur 
of this venerable pile. The ancient chapter room was doubt* 
lefs very fpacious and magnificent; the three upper arches ftill 
remaining, were the windows towards the weft; the area* 
under the room communicated with the cloyfters through the 
three lower arches, which are chiefly of Caen ftone, on theft 
arches the Artift has lavifhed a profufion of ornament, almoft 
every ftone being carved with fome refemblance; on the cen- 
tre arch arc ftill difcernibl^ the twelve figns of the zodiac. 
On a fmaller adjoining arch were fome infcriptions in faxon 
charafters, of which the following letters are ftill legible. 



* The walls of this area are ornamented in the fame manner with the eaft 
wall of the cloyfters, with which there was an open communication through 
the three lower arches ; that it was ufed as a place of honorable inter-. 
mcnt |s certain; bifhop Paulinus is exprefsly ftid hy Bede to have 
been buried in fecrctario B. Apoftoli Andrcac, quod rex £thel9£,RTUs 
conftruxit, A Ikeleton was dug up in December 1766, by the workmen 
employed iij digging a new cellar for the deanery, *in this area, under the 
old'chapter houfe, or fecretarium of the priory, the (keleton was full^fcvea 
feet in length, the IkuU very intire with fine teeth quite firm in the jaws, 
Ji ftoht coffin was alfo cut in funder in 1770, by workmen employed in 
digging a drain in this plate, but the corps it had contained WM mou^ 
iicrediato<luft. 
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The well fide of thb area was moft probably occupied by 
the kitchen «id other inferior offices, to the end of Mr. Cold- 
call's houfe^ where is afmali tower^ doubtlefs the gate or 
entrance into the cloyfters. The frater or great hall appears to 
have been to the fouth of this gate; fome columns and arches, 
dill remaining in the buildings facing the minor canona 
houfes, favor this conje£turc *. The king's palace appears t^ 
have been near the fouth wall of the dean's |;arden : the rein« 
nants of pillars and foundations lately difcovcrcd, ihcw, that 
confider^le buildings have formerly occupied this part of 
the precincts, the walls , if not the buildings of the palace, 
feem to have extended into the old ruins mentioned in the 
Icafes of the houfes facing the eaft end of Minor Canon Row, 

At the fouth weft extremity of the church, Hood the d* 
monry of the old convent; but after the change, it was allotted 
to be the habitation of the fifth pi-ebendary, now Dr. Clark* 
This houfe having been long confidered as an incuajbranc^ 
and a prejudice to that part of the fabric of the cathedral, a 
few years ago, when, from the dangerous Hate of the adjoini- 
ing gate-houfe, it became neceflary to take that building 
down, a propofal was made to the then provoft of Oriel Col<^ 
lege to remove his manfion, and to aflign him In the toom. of 
it, another near the Vines. But Dr. Ho does not approring 
of the terms on which the exchange was offisred, t}ii^ welU 
concerted fchcme was unfortunately laid afide. 



* In the rcgifter of bifhop Langdojt, aboot the year 14*5, tnfl 
in the regiffer of W, Wode, who was prior A.'D, I475» »c*ti<» '» 
made <}f two halls, one called the great hall, fpf the hiihojp is fajd to ha^e 
been walking in his garden on the weft fid* 9^ ^^ $^^^ hf 11 of the prioigr 
and convent; th? other, whif^h. is %led ^efi;^haU; %h^ C^^in i^ ii^hich tl^e 
jveAi were entertaiined. 

O T« 
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To the fixth prebendary, as being the junior, vtas probi- 
bljr allotted, on the firH partition, the meanell and moll in. 
convenient apartments; but Mr. Law, the archdeacon, to 
which preferment this ftall is annexed, is now much better 
accommodated than any of his brethren. The original habi- 
tation belonging to this prebend, was fituated near the weft 
6nd of the Minor Canon Row, and is defcribcd in the parlia- 
mentary furvey as coniifling of three low rooms, and four up- 
per ones: but this building was, after the reformation, pro- 
nounced to be ruinous and uninhabitable ; and by leafe, da^ed 
the twenty-eighdi of June 1661, the dean and chapter de- 
mifed to archdeacon Lee and his fuccelTors, in lieu of it, a 
houfe in the Vines. This grant was, on the eighth of July fol- 
lowing, confirmed by biihop Warker, as victor. 

It appears froitt the fpecial commifEon of Kerry Vllf, 
which has been cited more than once, that it was the deiign of 
the founder to have fuitabk lodgings appropriated to the fepa- 
rate ufe of all the other minifters and officers of his new ejfta- 
biiihment. But having feen what poor and contemptible ha- 
bitations were afEgned to the heads of the fociety, we may 
eafily cpnclude, that a very bad provifion was made for the 
inferior members of it. The precindls of the priory, after 
its diifolutioa, feems indeed to have been a fcene of confuiion 
and devaftation : with refpedl to the edifices defigned for the 
grammar fchool, minor canons, lay clerks, &c. the thirty.jixth 
ftatute czprefsly declares them to have been a pile of build- 
ings huge, irregular, and ruinous ;> and in order to enable 
the dean and chapter to convert them into places of decent 
abode, they were allowed to apply to this purpofe, for five 
years, that portion of the revenue of the church which was 
direAed, after that timeylo be ei^pended in public works. 
But it is moft probable; that this fum was far from being fuf- 
ficient. It is at Icaft very certain, that in the year 1647 
ftme of thtm wtre ia a moft wofol condition; for the Canoa 

Row 
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Row is thus dc(cribed in the parliamentary furvey taken in that 
year ; " all that long row of buildings within the wall, con- 
" iiiting of eighteen feveral low rooms, and Rvc upper ones, in 
" which divers old and decrepit poor people inhabit, that did 
** belong to the cathedral church." As the fabric of the cathe- 
dral received, during the civil ivars, unfpeakable damage from 
the eathufiaftic fury of pretended reformers, the dean and 
chapter were not able, out of their icanty revenues, to pay 
a proper attention to that, and alfo to rebuild thefe houfes: 
which being judged irreparable, and affording pnly an harbor, 
lor indigent and diforderly perfons, whereby a heavy charge 
was frequently brought upon the church, they were taken 
down in the yep 1698, all the minor canons having given 
their conlcnt, and bifhop Sprat his approbatioji, to this mea- 
fure. The dean and chapter allowed to the former an in- 
creafe of ftipcnd for houfe rent; and as foon as their circum- 
ftances would permit of their incurring fo large an cxpence, 
they came to a rcfolution of erefting the prefent neat and con- 
venient habitations. The firft order of chapter for carrying 
this defign into execution, was dated Jujy 17, 1721 ; and 
two y^j^r^ after they were fi^ihed, and the bifhop afiigned to 
each minor canop his proper manfion. The feventh houfe, 
at the eail end of the row, which is appropriated to the or* 
ganift, was ^ot built tiU the yiear 1735. 

Besides the gate at the end of Dr. Clark's houfe, there 
were three other gates belonging to the prccinfts of this pri- 
ory, viz. the Copmctcry Gate, which feems to be that wfiich is 
now called College Yard Gate; and whicl^ befides its origi- 
nal name, was denominated Chertfey Gate, not improbably 
from a perfon of that name, who lived in Rochcllcr'. -Ed- 
mund Chbrtsey, gentleman, appears to htvc been poffcf- 
fcd of a tenement not far diftant from, it, iu the reign of 
Edward JV. 

o 2 St. 
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St. William's Gate was another avenue into the pre- 
tincls o/ the priory : this was on the north fide of the cathe- 
dral, and feems to have led from the High Street diredlly to 
the north door of the church, and was fo named from its be- 
ing the ready way to St. William's tomb, and was in thd 
place where there is at prefent a pafTage called Black-Boy- 
AHey. The Prior's Gate was where the grammar fchool 
now is. 

Before we' leave the precinft, it will be proper to take a 
view of that ftrufturc with fome remains of antiquity, which 
id fituated in the fouth-weft corner of this diftrid, and called 
the Bifhop's Palace *. From its vicinity to the church, we may 
re^fonably fuppofe that thefpot on which thefc tenements 
nbw ftand, was the quarter affigned to the particular ufe of 
the bifhops of Rocheller, foon after the eftabliflunent oifthe 
cathedral; but there is not, for many centuries after that period, 
any certain account in ancient writings of the peculiar place 
of abode of the prelates of this fee. That Gundulph, fol- 
lowing the example of his patron archbiihopLANPRANc t> 
raifed a manlion here for the bifhop, at the time of his rc- 
cdifying the church and the offices of the priory, is moft pro- 
bable, fince he charged the manors fettled by him on the 
monks with an annual payment of fcvcral kinds of proviiioiw 
to himfclf and fuccelTors, in order to enable them to keep up 
hofpitality while they were in refidencc. It is not, however, 
faid he was a benefai^or in this refpeft; nor indeed does the 
name of an epifcopal habitation occur for near fourfcore years 
after his death, when bifliop Glanvillb is recorded to have 

* Now inhabited by Mr. Twopenny, Mrs. Chapman, and others. 

+ Somner in his Antiiq. of CanteAury, p. loi, i, of opinion that the 
airhbifliop of Canterbury, and the canons of that church, had ono and' the 
fame habitation, till after the days of Lanfranc s but the only gmund 
he could have for that furfnife was, that he could meet with w a^nnt 
rf a fcparatc place of abode for the arehbiihop. 

rebuilt 
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rebuilt what had been burnt down hj one of thofe drcadfui 
fires, which, as before related, laid waftc the greatefl: part 
of this city. What attention was paid to the nuuiiion of 
the bifliOps in this place, during a much longer tcrtn, I cannot 
difcover ; but bifhop LoWE fcems to have re-edified it, one of 
his inftruments being dated frona his new palace at Rochefter, 
a7th March A. D, 1 459*. But whether it was that the building 
was not as fubflantial as it ought to have been, confidering the 
ufe for which it was deigned, or that the fix prelates- wh«* 
were fucceffively, v^ithin forty years, promoted to this fee^ 
and tranilated to a better flation, negk^ed to repair it| it 
certainly was but a cold and uncomfortable habitation when 
biihop Fisher prefidcd over this dioccfe. 

In an epiftle from Erasmus to this prelate, which I have 
tranflated for the entertainment of my reader*, that elegant 
writer has given us no very favorable defcription of the Hate 
•f this palace in the year 1 524. 

Letter DCXCVIII. 
•« Erasmus of Rotterdam, to John bilhop of Rochefter, 
" greeting. 

" Reverend .P REX. A Tfi, 

«* IT was with the utmoft concern I read that part 
^ of your letter, wherein you exprefs your wilh, of ever 
^' living to fee my book arrive. My concern was ftill 
** heightened, by the account your fervant gave of the ill 
** ftate of your health. Indeed, you do not pay fufficient 
•*, attention to that tender conftitution. I fhrewdly fufpeft, 
•* that the ftate of^ your health principalfy depends upoi» 
** your fituation. Give me leave then, to adl the pait of a 
'* phylician. The near approach of the tide, as well as the 
•* mud which is left cxpoTcd at evciy reflux of the water, 

♦ SccRkomt.Ropf. p. 457* 

•^ rcftders 
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" renders the cKraate fcvere and unwholcfome *. Your li- 
^ brary too is compofed of thin walls, which let in through 
«* the crevices a fubtile, and, as the phyficians term it, ftrain- 
•• ed air, which is highly prejadicial to weak and tender con- 
'^ ftitutions. Nor am I unacquainted how much time you 
** fpend in your library, which is to you a very paradifc. 
** As to my own part, I could not Jive in fuch a place tlirce 
"hours, without being fick. I would rather choofe a cham- 
** ber, that was well floored with wood, and wainfcoted 
«* for the exhalations which arife from a brick pavement 
** muft needs be very pernicious. I am well aware, that 
** death ftfclf, is no way terrible to the virtuous. Yet con- 
** fidering the fctjrcity of good men, the church in general 
^' canndt but be greatly intereftcd in the life of (6 worthy a 
•* prelate. It is by no means a matter of equal moment, 
•• whether Erasmus is in health, or not,** &c. 

This unfortunate cardinal wasthelaft prelate, who as far at 
t can difcover, rcfidcd much in this city. The palace was, 

* Theexpnrfltons here ufed, it muft be confeiTed, are very applicable to 
the pabce at Hailing, but the clrccmftance of the library removes every 
doaht of Erasmus having the epifcopal manfion at Rocheiler in his 
thoughts when he diftated this letter to bilhop Fisher; fince itappean 
bom Bailey's hiftory of this prelate, that his lordfhip's library at Rochef> 
tcr was *' fo repleni(hed> and with fuch kinds of books, as it was thought 
** the like were not to be found ag?iia in the poflfemon of any one private 
*» man iiv chriftendom *'. The fame Author obfcrves, that the king's com- 
miffioners, who feized thcefleas of bilhop Fisher after his being attainted, 
« iroflTed up and filled with his books thirty-two great fats, or pipes, befides 
'* thofe that were embezzled away, fpoil'd, and fcattcred.** In his palace at 
Rochcfler, was depofited likewifc a large fum of money, (viz. four hundred 
pounds,) a gift from his predeceflbr to himfcif, againft any occafion that 
might happen to the bilhoprick; which it is moft probable he ufed to keep 
in the houfe where he chiefly refided; the king's commifiloners found like^ 
wife a coffer, which, in the opinion of this fuperftitious prelate, contained 
a much more valuable trcafure than that of mdney, viz. a Ihire of hair, and 
two or three whips, with which be ufed pften to fcoui^ himfcif* 

however. 



however, continued to the bifhopa of Rocheftcr, by the cluN 
ter of foundation of the new eflablifhment ; and by the fame 
this church was ordained to be for ever their cathedraL But 
ever lince the reformation, not only thishoulc, but^thofe at 
Trotterfcliffe and Hailing, have been forfaken for the paiaca 
of Bromley; nor can we be furprized at the preference given 
to this laft manlion, when we confidcr the delightful ipot 
on which it is Rxcdy and that it is likcwife within the dio- 
ceie, and as convenient a fituation, upon the whole, for the 
clergy, as any of the other places of abode. The confequence, 
however, has been, that thefc have been leafed out to tenants ; 
and indeed the revenue of the fee of Rochefter is not faffi- 
cient to keep more than one houfe in repair, if moro than 
one were neceflary for its bifhops. ^ 

The tenements which are now ftanding at this place were, 
it is fuppofed, er^fted by the perfons who obtained a gtantof 
the ground during the civil war: and before this alteration the 
whole manlion muft have been in a deplorable plight ; for the 
commiiHoners who furveyed it by order of the long parlia. 
ment, A.D. 1647, r^tm-nfd the value of it as follows, at the 
extended rent. 

1 . The fcite of the palace, containing one great 
mefluage, called the Palace, where the bifliop's £, s, d^ 
court is held, cftimated twelve pchs. — — 4 o ♦ 

2. Four rooms in the tenure of Bathe — i 6 • 

3. A gallery divided into 2 rooms and 4. chambers i 6 f 

4. The ward, a prifon, wafli -houfe, kitchen, three 
rooms, one orchard being a rood of ground, and one 
garden often poles, John Walter, Reward, with 
the office of bailiff and bedle to all the manors ex- 
cept Bromley, and the keeping of the gaol granted 
l»fpa^Bt for life. 1-^— ~-*- -— - 6 o • 

12 13 4 
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The prifon which was formoriy a part of thefc buildings, 
fcas been difufed as fuch about twenty years; and nearly on the 
feme fpot where it flood, was ercdled in the year 1760, at 
the charge of Dr. Pearce theprefent bifliopof this diocefe, 
gn ofEce for the ufe of his Regifter. 

Toward^ the end of the laft century Francis Head, 
Efq. of this city, bequeathed his houfe in St. Margaret, to 
the bilhops of this fee, for the better accommodation of their 
lordfhips, when they fliould vifit this part of their diocefe. It 
is pleafantly fituated, the gardens are kept in good order, and 
command a moil delightfvd view of the river Med way and the 
adjacent hills. The houfe, out-buildings, and gardens were 
much improved by the late Mr. Frederick Hill,, leflee t# 
the biftiop. 



A List of the BISHOPS. 

TH E diocefe of Rochcfter, of whofc prelates I have en- 
gaged myfelf to give an impartial account, is the fmall- 
eft of any in England. The whole of it is (ituated in the weftcrn 
diviiion of this county, being, according to Lamb a rd fevered 
from Canterbury diocefe, for the moftpart by the Mcdway; 
tut there are many churches belonging to it which lye to the 
caft and fouth eaft of that river ; and a curfory view of the map 
will ihcw, that the proper natural boundary of this diocefe in 
the weald of Kent, is a little ftream named by Philpot the 
Thcyfc ♦, This ccclefiaftical diftridj is fubjeft to the vifitadon 
of one archdeacoij and contains at prefent^ no more than nincty- 

* This RiYulct is in the map publifhed in 1768, by MeflVs. Andrews, 
©ury, and Herbert, called the Teife. Near Hunton there is what is fty- 
fed a twift of it, and it quickly falls into the Medway at Yalding. All 
|he pAFifhes from Hunton to Gillingham, whofe churches are placed on the 
luHiks of this gre^t river, except Maidftone, are within the diocefe of Ro- 
<V0^r. 
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one parillies. Thcfc are included in the deaneries of Rochef- 
ter. Mailing, and Dartford. That of Shorcham is indeed, pro- 
perly fpeaking, a part of this diocefe, but the clergy of it are 
fubjc6l to the jurifdidion of the archhiihops of Canterbury} 
and, in like manner, two parifliea, Frcckcnham in Suffolk, and 
Illeham in Cambridgefhire, are under the authority of the bi- 
ihops of Rochefter, and not of Norwich 

By the ftraitncfs of its income, as well as by the narrow 
limits of its diftridl, is this diocefe unluckily diftinguilhed from 
almoft every other fec^in the kingdom. One only paid a lower 
** Rome-fcott;" and, if we except the Welch bifhopricks,there artf 
but two inferior to it in value, in the king's books. For fome 
time before the conqucft, the revenues were not, as has been 
(hewn, fufficient for the decent maintenance of the bifhop and 
a very few fccular clergymen; and after Gundulph had re- 
covered the manors and eftates of which the church of Ro^ 
cheiler had been forcibly deprived, his fucceflbrs had reafon 
to comj^ain of the large portion of them he injudicioufly al* 
lotted to his favorite monks. The confequence of which was, 
that the prelates weie ahnoft oonftrained to foltcit the appropri- 
ations of fome parochial benefices, and confiderable penfionr 
from a much gceater number, in order to enable them to fup- 
port the dignity of their iUtion. Nor weit thefe regulars fatif^ 
fied with the ihare affigned them by their munificent founder; 
they frequently laid claim to, and fometimes took pofTefiion of 
what was referved to the feparate ufe of their diocefan, and for 
a long courfe of years the biihopf found it difficult to withftaad^ 
their encroachments. But the right to thofe articles of provi- 
fion, charged, as I have before obfervcd, on the eftates fettled on 
this priory, was an endlefs fubjeit ofdifpute between the mem- 
bers of it and their fpiritual governor. It is generally ftylcd the 
Xenium, and was due on St. Andrew's day; and as tho- 
chief defign of it was for the keeping up <^ hofpitdity, 
the monks rcfuftd to pay it, if th« biihops hapjiencd to 

P be 



[ to6 J 

he abfcnt from Rochcftcr at fliat fcfl;}val. The bifhops, ho\r- 
cvcr, infifled on their right to it, in whatever place they migKt 
be. And' as the regulars, riotwithHahding the corrupt ai-ts 
they raadc' ufc of'tb obtain adecifion in their Favor, were, 
conftantly defeated, it is rather to be imagined that they had,, 
like many other of* their brethren, either forged a graiit toi an- 
(wer their purpofe, or that tRe words in the original ddnatloa 
were capable of a different conftrudion from What they put 
upon them. As thi« provifion penfion, ifl may be allo«^d 
the expreffion, is of a very lingular nature, many of my rea-' 
ders will, perhaps, be entertained, with a fight of this piece 
of antiquity. 

Concerning the Xenfum * on tHe fcftrval of St. Andrew, ta 
be given to the bifhop of Rochefter, by the monks of that 
place, according to the inftitution of Gun dulp H.- 
Cotton. Domitian. A. z.9. £oL gS, a. b. 

** I GuNDiTLPH do appoint, that every year, at the cele- 
**- brationof the feaft of St. Andrew the apoftle, there be 
** j;fferved to me and my fuccelfors,out of the cftates- which? 
" I have affigned for the maintenance of the n>onks, ihch ar 
** xenium as is here Specified. That is tofay j. from Woldham^ 
** and from Frendfbury, and from Denitune, and from South- 
** fleet, and from Stoke, fixtecn hogs cured for bacon t, thirty 

* Xenium, (deriycd from the Greek word fevtov) which fignlfies-a pre- 
Icnt giyen to^any perfon, in token of hofpitality. , 

The articles of the Xenium, here let dovrnj differ in a few particulars 
from thofc inferted in Mr. Thorpe's colleftioa of ancient records, p. §. In 
the laft, the manors of Woldham, &c, were to pay three hundred fowks, 
and fixty (heaves of com; and the manor of Stoke, (ixteen feamacnd one 
meafure of oats.- 

f The original fs Fi*efcinga, the true meaning of* which, Siir Henrit 
S^ ELM AN profeffes himftlf not able to determine; it Is moft probable \t im- 
plied a hog cured into bacon : it muft hmre been a large animal, as the wortb 
of it was computed to be two ihillings; whereas a goofe, was, at that time^ 
valued at no more than two-pence, a puUet at ihjkCC farthings. Du C an^g g 
countenances the fore-mendoned fcnfe. 

ft two- 
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« two g^fc, two -hundred fowks, one thoufand lampreys, one 
V .tboufend eggs, four Talmon, dxty bundles of furze ; and, from 
"Stoke on^ mcafure of oats ; but half the fifli and eggs, to be 
** ^c monk^ portion. And from Lamthe&e, five ^hundred 
•« lampreys, -for thd ufc of the monks; alfo from Haderfham, 
" twenty ftiilKngs worth of fifli, to be carried to their cellar, and 
•* there equally divided between me and them. But if it 
" {h<xAd happen, contrary to my wiflics, that I, or any of my 
** fucceirors, (hall be abfent from the feaft, then in God's name 
** and my own I order that the whole xenium be carried to the. 
*< hall of St. Andrew, and fhere, atthedifcretion of the prior 
** and brethren of i3ic church, 'be diftributcd to the ftranger* 
** and poor, in honor oftheftftival*.* 

• If the merits of the difpute, fo long agitated between the 
prelates and the monks of St. Andrew, were to be determined 

^ For tlie tfatertaijiment ot my learned readers, this piece of antiqui^ is 
prefented in itS'oHginal language. 

De Exenio S« Andreje fohread' epo Kofien' a monacUis Roficn' fe- 
oundum ordinationem Gundulfi. 

In bibliothec. Co(ton. Domitian. A. x. 9. fdl. 9"^, a.l>. 

£go (GuNDULFUs) conftituo de poiTeiHonibus que ad vi^m ipfbrum 
monachonim ordinavi^ iingulis annis micbi et fucceflbribus meis fcilivita- 
tern St. Andree apli celebrantibus ezenium defercndum hujufmodi; hoc 
ef^ dc Woldehami et de Frendibena, «t de Denituic, et de Sufthflete,. et 
de Stojfie, 16 frefcingas^ 30 aucas, 200 galiinas, et miUenarium delampn- 
dis, ct millenarium de ovis, et 4 falmones, et 60 fafciculos de iurfa ; et de 
Stoke unum hopum avene. Sed de pifcibus, & de x>vis medietas fit eorum, 
& de Lamthethe fimiliter dimid. millen' de lampridis ad opus eorum. De 
Hedenfaam yero, valentem 20 folidos de pifce, in cellarium eorum <defc- 
ratur et ibi equaliter partitum, medietas eis remaneat, et medietas michi 
deferatur. Si yero fortuitu, quod abiit, ego aut aliquis fucceflprum meorum 
ad feAum aliqua caufa defuerit, ex pacte Dei etjnea, precipio, ut totum illud 
exenium ad curiam beati Andres deferatur, et coniiUo prioris et fratrum 
ecclefie ad honorem fefUvitatis in ufus advenientium liofjpitum et paupenim 
4li^ei^}:tvr« 
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iblely by the words of this deed, the conduft of the latter 
might be juftly vindicated; but there are in this inHrumcnt 
itfeJf, feme very fufpicious marks of its authenticity. I ihall, 
however, notice only one, which is, that Gundulph is faid 
to grant to the mopks the free difpofal and prefentation of the 
vicars of all the churches, &c, whereas a doubt may be rai- 
fed, whether any vicars were fettled and endowed for fomc 
years after the death of this bifhop. And befides it is ezpref- 
ly declared in the Regist, Temporal. Roff. fol. 107. b. 
that GuNDVLPH rcferved to himfelf and his fucceffors, the 
payment of this xenium yearly, on the feaft of St. Andrew, 
without any terms of reftriftion, " fine conditioned* It feems, 
therefore, to be moft probable, that this xenium was an agree* 
ment between the bifhop and convent, for his lordfhip's qubta 
(when abfent] of the rents appropriftted in common to them, 
for hofpitality : and more particularly on the feaft of St. An- 
drew, to whom the cathedral was dedicated. When thcfe 
provifions ceafed to be paid in kind, is not clear ; but it is 
plain from fome pafTagcsb the Regist. Roff. p. 124, 125, 
thgLt about the time of Hay mo de Hethe there was a fixed 
CQijipofition of four pounds twelve fhillings and nine pence 
for all the articles, except com *, which was to be eftimated 
^cording to the price of the year ; and, from die reformaticm, 
^ whole has been reduced to a neat fom of ten pounds. 

As this uniuv, and the penfions refcrvcd to the bifhops, 
were not capable of any improvements, the proportional in- 
come of this fee has, in a courfe of years, unavoidably dimi- 

♦ In thb agr«incnt there is one articjc mentioned as a part of the Xe* 
limm, which docs not occur in any other place. Item pro xi peciis de 
' ^orcionc ts. vid. precium pccic rid. What the word " Storcio" means, 
I cannot learn, it is not to he met with in Spel man's Gloflary ; but from 
its being placed here between two filh of diflVrCftt Unds, may it not be 
conjcdured it was a fturgcon? 



nifiKd, One piece of good ;fi»rtune hsas, however, certainly 
attended it/ in not having been deprived of more thm oim 
manor out of thofe few which bcloagcd to' it, A. D. .1267. 
See Re GIST* Rof f. p. 63, &c. Mr. Wharton, in his 
Amglza Saora, vol. I. p. 382, has ftiggefted, upon the ere* 
dit of the writer of the life of bifliop FiisHfiti, that the income 
of this fee amounted, in his time, to three thoufand poundt 
per annum. Either the author or the tranfcribcr muft have * 
made a material miflake, by adding one cypher- too much; 
for in the Icing's books the bifhoprick is valued at no more 
than three hundred and fifty -^ight pounds four ihillings and 
nine pence half-penny; and, like many other ccclcfiaftical bc- 
neEces, it was probably over-rated, finee m the year 1 595 
the clear annual profits of it did not exceed two hundred and 
twfenty pounds. Strype's Annals, vol 4. p. 226. 

But fmall as have been, and ftill are, the revenues of this 
fee, and confined as is the extent of its diftrift, the cnfuing 
catalogue will evidently fiicw, that many of the prelates, who 
have prefided over this diocefe, have been inferior to few of 
their brethren, in refpefl of ability, learning, and every com- 
mendable virtue. And the readers will likewife perceive that 
near a third part of the biihops of Rocheiler have, for their 
merits, been tranflated to fees more amply endowed, a'hd that 
fome of them have enjoyed and adorned the higheft polls in the 
/{^urch and ftate. 

I. Justus, ,who had been fent from Rome A. D. 601, to 
fli&fl Augustine in the arduous employment ofpreachinig 
to our anceftors the important truths cff the goipel, was 
conftituted the firft bifhop of Rochefler A. D. 604. Hew«s 
aperfon eminent for the holinefs and integrity of his life. The 
fuccefs which attended l^s fixfi pious endeavours w£s no left 

I^IUraordinar^ 
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txtraor&ary .than the diligence he had exerted*; and he 
was afterwards as zealous fortheprefervation as he had been 
for the propagation of chriftiaiuty. But on the death offing 
Ethelbert, which happened in 617, there was a great 
change in ecclefiaftieal affairs. Eobald who fucceedcd his 
father in tHe kingdom of Kent, abjured chriftianity which oc- 
cafioned a general defedlion among his fubjefts. Jvstus 
unable to item this torrent, abdicated his fee, and retired to 
France: but in the next year Ed bald was reclaimed from 
kis jpc^cy by Lmtiiehce archbifliop of Canterbury. On 
this happy change JirsTus returned again to Rochefter, and 
ezerciled hi$ paftoral office until the year 624, when hic was 
OranHated to the ^ of Caaterbury. 

H. Ho MAN us fucceeded him in the bifhoprick of Ro- 
chefter, A. D. 624, but did not enjoy it long, for in 627, tra- 
v^ng to Rome with a mcilage frojn the axchbifhop, he was 
unfortunately drowned^ 

HI. His fucceffor was Paulinus, the faint, who came td 
England with Justus. He feems to have been a man of great 
abilities. He had been fonie years before confecrated blihc^ 
cfYork, by Justus, that he might attend Ethelbtjrga, 
die daughter of king Edbald^ who wa^, in 624, married to 

* It was dbfervecl in page 57 of this work, that this part of England 
was well difpofed for the reception of chriftianity, but the writer may p<^ 
libly be cenfured for his partiality, were he to take no notice i^f the impu^ ' 
tations caft upon the people who lived in and near Rochefter, when Augu^s- 
T iNE engaged in the arduous tafk of converting them. They were, accocd' 
ing to a ffloakifh hiftorian« fo much given to idolatry, that the, word of 
God, as preached to them by this celebrated miiTionary, appeared to them 
foollfhnefs, and they not only treated him and his aflbciateiS with the moft 
oppi-obrious language, but peHbnally infulted them, and befmeared their ga»- 
nents ^ith the tails of fifties* A.more particular account of this fioiy 
wjth the legend Xbat follows; U iaferted ia PARK]&a's Antx(^ Brittan^ 
p- 5781^ , Edwik 



[ m, ) 

Edwinj king of Northumberland. He was wcH qualified for 
this office ; and about two years after he was fettled in 
Northumberland, had the honor to baptize Edwin, aod 
mod of the perfons in his court. But Edwin being flain in a 
battle with Pen da, king of Merda, and his dominions raiv- 
facked by the conqueror^ Pavlinus was obliged to quit his. 
Ice; and, arriving at Rochefter about the time Rom an us died, 
was made bifliop in his Head, in the latter end of the year 
633. Here he continued eleven years, and died OAober the 
loth, 644, and was buried in his owa church*^ ' 

IV. Ithama^l fucceedcd him,, a. D. 644: he was bom 
at Canterbury, and was the firft Englifhman that (at in thb 
fee. He was not inferior to his prcdeceiTor in piety or learn* 
ing. He died A. D. 65 5^ and was buried in the chufch of 
Rochefter f* 

V. JDa MI AN us, a §(mth Saxon, fucceeded IrRAMAR, in^ 
65 6» on whofe demife, about the year 664,^ the iiee wa& for 
fame time vacant^ 

VI. Putt a was at length confecrated for thisdiocefe, By 
archbifhop Theobald, in. 669. He was a man eminent for 
his private virtues, but ill calculated to^uflain a public charac-' 
^er» When he began to feel the weight of his charge, he wa» 
weary of his bifhoprick, and deiirous to refign it. But 1\q wasf 
foon relieved from this burden by the ufurper Et|i£lred» 

* Pavlinus was burlei (acco»di»g t» Bede, llb.^ 3^c- 14^ and WIi«r- 
ton's Anglia Sacra, p. 280) in the veiby, (fecrcuno). Sec alfo Reg is t* 
RoFF. p. 22, 35. His body was afterwards placed in a fiircr IKrine, by 
ascbbiibop Lanfranc. His epitaph is pcintcd in Wever, p. 310, and in 
the hiftory and antiquities of Rochefter, by Jhomai Rawlinibn, p. zu 

f Ithamar was buried in the body of the church,, but removed by 
SuMpuLPH, according to. Wever, p; 311, Philpot fays^ that his Oirioc 
was ornamented by biihop John, p. 2 90,. 

Ung 
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King of Misfcia, who, entering Kent with a powerM army, 
pillaged and burnt this city, damaged the church*, and waft- 
ed all the Country : this was in 676. Some affirm, that bi- 
(hop Putt A had retired from his fee before this calamity 
happened ; but if he had not, it was about this time that he 
went into Mercia, and accepted the charge of a pariih, under 
Saxulf, thebilhop; there he taught mufic, having a taftc 
for mufical compofitions. In this retirement he fpent the re- 
mainder of hrs life, nor could he be perfuaded to return any 
more to his biihoprick. 

VII. The fee of Rochefter was at this period in a wretch- 
ed and defolatcd date; its church was much injured by fire; and 
its bifhop fled . Theodore die archbifhop confecrated Qv i c - 
HELM, or GuLiELMvs, as Bede calls him, bifhop of Rochef'-. 
ter, about the year 676. This prelate, finding his church en- 
tu«ly deftitute^ and the countiy invaded and plundered by the 
kings of SttiFejc and Weffex, did not continue long at Rochet 
ter; but, having appointed one GEBMUNninhis ftead, with- 
drew to a more agreeable place. 

Vni* Gebmund accepted it about the year 681, and died 
in his office A. D. 692. There is no account on record 
of the church being rebuilt, though it is faid to have been 
burnt; it feems therefore probable, that it was not rendered 
unfit for divine fcrviee. 



♦ That the church was exceedingly damaged and entirely plundered, is 
generally allowed ; and Ibme writers have fuppofed, that the whole fabric 
was conitimed by fire. But if this laft had been th( cafe, it is rather 
eitnoidinafry, that no notice is taken of a rebuilder,* 'till the time pf GuN- 
SULVH, i.€. for four hundred years : we read only of the new ereftion, 
and of the repairs of fome parts by different biihops and benefa^ors; as 
for inftance, St. Paul's p.onko was xaifed by bi&op Tobias, as a buryini; 
place for himfelf* 

IX. Tobias 
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IX. Tobias fucceeded to this fee A.D. 693 : he was tn 
Engliihman, and was well (killed ia the Greek, Latin, and 
S|xon languages: he died A. D. 726, and was buried in his 
own church *, which is a proof that it was tjicn in fomc good 
repair. 

X. ALDUtPH fucceeded A.. D, 727. This prelate, in 
738, obtained from Egbert king of Kent the manor of Stoke^ 
which the church pofFefled for many years, till it was taken from 
them by the Danes ; but reftored at the conc^ueit. This bifhop 
died in the year 741 . 

XI. Dun, or Du IN A, was appointed his fuccelTor in the 
fame year. This bifhop was prcfent at a provincial council 
Jield at Cliff near this city, in September A, D. 747. 

XII. Eardulph fucceeded him the fame year, during whofe 
epifcDpacy the church of Rochefter feems to have recovered from 
its pail misfortunes, by the countenance and aififtance of feveral 
princes: there appears,however>greatconfufion in the grants faid 
to have been made to the church at this period. Of fa king of 
Mercia invaded Kent, and dlfpofed of things at his pleafurc. 
He and Sigered king of Kent, A> D. 764, gaveFrindfbury and 
Wickham to the church of Rochefter ; and Bromley was foon 
after added. Siger ed alfo, A. D. 762, gave land to the church, 
that was north of the monaftery, and near tbe north wall of the 
city, 

XIII. Dior AN fucceeded to this fee A. D. 778. To him 
Eth ELBERT king of WeiTex gave land north of the city; at 
this time alfo Hailing was annexed to this church. 

* Tobias was buried In the portico of St. Paul, within the church of 
St. Andrew, which he had made for the place of his iitf«niient| Bede, lib. 
V. chap. 24. It is not certain what part of the fabrick the portico of St. 
Paul was in, but it was fuppofed to have been near the weft, doer, and of 
couife was palled down whe9 GvvDVJ^fH ksik t^6 present qhuxcfay See 

Q^ XIV. Wer. 
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Xiy. Wermund was his fucccflbr A. D. fiS, to whom 
}n the next year pvvh king of Klercia gave Trottlcfcliffe and 
certain land^ near Rocheiler» l^e died about the year 800. 

XV. Beornmtod was foon after his deceafe appointed to 
this fee by archbtfliop Ethalard. In the year 838^ Ken- 
wolf king of the Mircians'gave to this bifliop/Borftall ; and in 
841 ^Ethelwouf kmg of the Weft-Saxons gave him Snodfand 
and Holeberg. A pVofei&on of this blihop's faiUi is printed in 
the Rbcist. Rof. p* 1*9, 20. 

XVI. Tadnoth fuccecded tothis fce^A. D. 841. 

XVII. Bbdenoth was the next bifhop of this fee. 

XVIII. GbDWYN I. fucceeded him : he was at the council 
lield at lGng(bury A» D. 85 r^and was probably dean of London. 
At this period^ as the bifhop of Llandaffremarks, the fucce£ion 
of thebiihops oFthis iecis much broken^ which ihews the de- 
plorable ftate of diefe times s an almofl impenetrable obfciirx^ 
darkienihg the hiftory both of church and ftate* 

XiX. CuTHWOi^F is theneact bilhop on record, to vrhom m 
ithe year 8^8 ETHELREo'king of England gave land north of 
the city > in the marfhes'and meadows by the river Medway. 

XX. 'SinTHUi.F fucceeded him. In ^SoCuckfton was 
given to the biihop and church of Rochefter. This biihop was 
apppinted^ne of Jthc guardians of the realm againftthe Danes» 

\ who then mf^iVea the coaft, and befieged this city. He died ia 
the year 897, or foon i^ter of the plague. 

XXI. BuiRic was the next biihop of this fee. 

JtXn Chbolmvnd fucceeded. 

XXni. Chinefbkth or Kynbfbrdb fucceeded, to wliom 
^ iingETHBLST4NB gave ** Incudem moaete,** which feem» 
to be the pri^ege of a mint, 

XXIV, 
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JpOV. RoititHic fucceededA. D. 945. Ip the firil 
year ofl^ ep&opacy, kizig Edmund gave to him and to tbs 
church of kochcfter.Eaft and '^eftMaUing^^ * i^jg Eldrep 
alio gave JPrekenham to this bifhop for the augmentation of the 
monaftery or church. 

XXV. Alfstane foccoeded, to whom Idcar gave 
Bromley. In the tinie of this prelate the' Danes deprived, tKii 
♦hurch of great part of its revenuck. He died A. D. 984* ' 

XXVI. QoDWYN II. facceeded, who feems to have beem 
the fame that ^thelred II. befieged in the city of Rochel^ 
>er^ nor would he depart iiatil he had eztCM'ted fpom the br- 

ihop one hundred pounds. He alfo deprived this charch, m 
the hrft part of his reign, of fome of its demefnes.' But 
he afterwards at(med for theie {aciilegious dilapidadons, a^ 
appears from his charter dated A. D. 998, in which he makes 
TcMtution to the church and bifhop Godwyv of tvhat ht 
had taken away, and in vtry ftrong terms laments hisjuVenil^ 
impieties, which he afcribcs to the advice of evil c6uhfelidnt 
but principally of one Ethelsin, whom he calls, «* Annin- 
*' happy enemy to God and the whole people*," SteREbisV. 
RoFF. p. 191. 

XXVn. Go»WYN ni, was the next bifhop of Rochcfter, 
and is fuppofed to have been the fame who wasr taken pri^ner 
with archbifliop Al'phegb, when Canterbury was feireriderl 
cd to the banes, in die year 101 1 : yet there is a GbbwVii 

^ The year 1014 is marked on oueof tlie be«as of the roof In the nare 
•f the ctiarch; it is net eajfy to accoujit for this d^te, it being fixt^ ^ears 
before the tune when Gundulph is faicltohaire rebuilt it^ and brings 
lis back to tne reign or tHIs prince : the date agrees with' th^ time of his 
repentance^ it'Wng^abdut two years before tils death* ' ft may tht^fote'lte 
coujeduredt thit he Wpaiifid this ciiurth la atonemenridrhir former ii^ 
jo^es xp \u and ^\ t(ii^ |fam was either laid in his time, oTj if it was 
l^>^"i^ r^p^c^ jhe ^ew be^ '^^^ ^ "^1^^ ?^h the fame datCf 
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mentioned in a letter of Edward the Confeflbri as bifhop 
of Rocheller, fo late as the year 1044. He muft therefore 
have been biihop of this fee, thirty-three years at leaf! ; but 
how long he lived after this date^ does not appear. 

XXVIII* , SiWARD, abbot of Abingdon, and (according 
to Wharton) of Chertfey, was confecrated biihop of Ro- 
chefter in the year 1058, fo that it is probable this fee was 
fome years vacant, being impoverifhed by a variety of misfor- 
tunes. This biihop had aded many ytars as vicar to Eld* 
8 IN, archbiihop of Canterbury, who was incapable of officU 
ating himfelf, on account of his ill (late of health. In the 
difcharge of this office he was fufpedled of mifapplying the re* 
veftues of the church; this being known to the king, he refu- 
fed to, give him the fee of Canterbury, and fent him *to Ro- 
cheflerj where afting, as before, upon motives of felf intereft, 
he complcated the ruin of the fee; for at the conqueft, in the 
year 1066, there were not more than four canons, who, be- 
ing hardly paid, depended, for the moll part, on the alms of 
well difpofed people. Siward was prefent at the fynod held 
i^bout Whitfuntide 1072, begun at Winchefter, and finiihed 
at Windfor. When he died is uncertain ; moft writers thini; 
in 1075. 

^ XXIX. Ernost, or Ernostus, a monk, was confecra* 
ted to this fee tlie beginning of the year 1076, by archbiihop 
Lanfranc, in order that he might regulate the diftrafted 
aiFairs of this church ; but he was removed by fudden death, 
in the month of July of the fame year. 

XXX. Gtxnovlph was confecrated biihop of this fee by 
archbiihop Lanfranc, March 19, 1077: both Lanfranc 
and GuNDULPH were monks, ftrongly prejudiced in favor of 
their own fraternity; they therefore difplafced the fecular ca- 
nons from die pric^ of Rocheller, and filled it with monks 
of the Benedidline orders. Gvndvlfh was not fo mucl^ 

fUftinguilbed 
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diftingui£hed by his eminency in learning, as by kis remarK 
able Induftry and unwearied zeal in promoting the intereft of 
the church. Being a rigid monk, he entertained the utmoft con- 
tempt for the married priefts *. At firft he placed only twen- 
ty monks in this priory, but before his death they were in- 
creafcd to fixty. He raifcd money fufficient, through the affif- 
tance of his great patron Lan franc, to rebuild the church 
and enlarge the priory, which at this tinie were both hailen- 
ing to ruin : although he did not live to finifh the great im- 
provements he had undertaken, yet it is certain he laid the 
foundation of the future profperity of this church and priory. 
He removed the bodies of his predecelTors, that had been de- 
polited in the church, into fome part of his new fabric, which 
he compleated firft for that purpofe ; he alfo enclofed the re- 
mains of Paulinus, the third bilhop of this fee, in a curi- 
ous flirine of iilver, and procured his canonization, A. D, 
1087. Great numbers of devotees repaired to this flirinc, 
where they made coniiderable offerings, infomuch that it pro- 
ved a fund of wealth to the church and monaftery. 

Odd bifliop of Bayeux in Normandy, and half brother tQ 
the Conqueror, being made earl of Kent, refided in the caffle 
of Rochefter; his rapacious difpofition prompted him to feize 
on the lands of tlie churches pf Rochefter and Canterbury, and 
retain them for himfelf ; or give them to his dependents at 
his pleafure. But Lan franc bein^ firmly fixed in the me- 
tropolitan chair, appointed by the pope, and in favor with the 

* Notwichftanding the enmity the monks bore to the married prieils, yot 
did they not fcruple to inter, in the moft honorable manner, the wife of 
Ang£Licvs, prieft of Chatham, and one of the feculars, whom thry had 
expelled from this priory : on this occaiion the prejudices of thefe rigid Ber 
aediAines gave way to their intereft, for it appears from theTEXTxra 
RoFF. that the prieft puichafed this indulgence for the dtar objeA of hi» 
mffeaioBS, by prefenting to the fociety a manfiQn which prod^ced to theqi 
a yearly le&t qi one iliillin^ 

Kngt 
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kin^y ta wliofe>tbi^wa9'pi:eceptox> wa? deteirmin^ to zU 
tpjx^tthc recovery of his right. Inconrequexice of which he 
lu^d GuNouLPii Idid their grievances before his majeHy. Oi^ 
dveir rq>i«fentation» William funjunon^d all the men o^ the. 
county to appear on a £xed day at Penenden Heath« and^ 
fttch as were learned in the apcient laws were ordered to ex- 
9xaw ii^to this iiptatter. In obedien9e to the king's edid they 
afTembledy ^4 examined evidences, Goispridus bifhop. of 
Coafiance being prefident of this great court ; and that they 
might not give judgn^ent precipitately, the whole aflembly 
were detained three days. The rcfult was, that Lakfranc 
and GuNDULPH recovered from Odo and his creatures De.t- 
ling. Stoke, Prefton, Dentune, and feveral other manors and 
finall parcels of land. The Regist. Roff. places this aiTai^ 
in the (hort time of bifliop Erkost ; but I think with Lam- 
^RD and biihop Godwin, that it is niuch more probable to 
have happened in Gun dulph'^ time, and between the year 
of his confecration, A. D. 1077, *P^ ^ imprifonment of Oqo, 
in the year io8i. 

This biihop exchanged with Odo thr^e. acres of church 
land at Borflall, for three acres juft without the (buth wall of 
Rocheder. Qdo is alfo faid to have given land to the monks, 
in the Vineyard of Rocheiierj which fce|ns ^ have heci^ the 
fame fpot that is noiy called the Vines-Field. By feveral char- 
ters in the Regist. Roff. it appears th^t the monks had a 
yimeyard in that quarter *. 

* Great quantities of grapes giew here, and proclacecl fine wines; bi/hop 
Hay modeHethe prefented king £d ir xao II. ^W^ iffA ths^ i^jtAgckin- 
Sali) with a tafie of his wine. Worlidge, in KisTitatile PifGf^ gD!f^^ifWi$ 
Mentions this vineywd, as having praduc^d ezceUcHt wine^* A gciilk«if!i 
indefatigable in his seTcaiches in the antiqotties «^ this dftKCf^y fw^i 
mention made in fome old leaies of veiy coofideraUe ^uantiue^ id i^K' 
htnin being delifseted to the bifhop of RAchefter, inyn fiiodlQr ^ hifi 
*9nutM, and oi\ <ui«her inipeftion it appearod't^ wsa u^ to fiokw 
the wine made from the grapes growing in the halho^*a«ia^raiEd* 

WllllAM 
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William I. iat his deatli, gave one hundrecf pounds and Ikis 
royal robe to the church of Rochcfter *. This legacy ihews 
that the king had a great regard for bi(hop Gundulph, who, 
being an arehitefly was^faytf^DMUKD dbHaddbnham> tm- 
ployed by William I, and appointed principal furveyor^ in 
building the great white fqaare tower in the Tower of London, 
Thefpiritof GuiJDULPHy and his affiduous attention to this 
church, appeared from his condu6l at that time; for while 
he was engaged in that work^ he lodged with Eadmer An* 
UMKDE f, a burgefs of London, and was fo fortunate as to Qb« 
tain from Anhjende the moiety of a fifhery called the. 
** Nicuvc Uvere," during the lives of his generous hoft and his 
wife, and the whole of it after their dcceafe, with all the 
land and houfes belongmg to them in London. They feem t^ 
have bcenfatisfied with a very moderate compenfation ibr this 
valuable grant : for their whole rcqueft was, to be kdmitted 
members of his religious fociety, to be interred in his church of 
St. Andrew, and t6 be indulged with an anniverfary iblenmSty 
to their memory, and for the peace of their fouls. The hifto--- 
rian remarks, and we may readily believe him, that the biihop 
willingly accepted the bencfaftion on thefe tJEfrmsJ. ^Hen- 
av I. confirmed the grant of this fiflicry to the church rand in 
' erder to fecare to the monks all the advantage of it, the 
' fifiiermen were, by the kbg's command, reihained fromthc 

# Equal to fifteen hundied poands at this time* 

f SccTeXTUS RoFF. p. 4I2. 

' ♦ lliisptroryj'aiid I fuppofe every othci- convent in the k1ng^mji»%niKed 
Very coii^derable emoliiments ut>on the 'like conditions. Every pedonthiis 
received into thefe fup^ftitiou^ fraternities, had rright given them tuidcr . 

■ the common fcal to partalte of* aU the advxntagcsrariiiii^ from theinaffes> &c. 
cele"Brated in the fociety ; and as trmth good^ wai fop^ed to a<icnie to thefe 
adopted members, as to the brethren themftlves. • Itwai likewife n^'wicom- 
inon praffice for peifons torfefire to be clothed iff the habit of i mbnk in 
the hour of their departure out of life i iiuttkisiitcft watf-to article of aa 

' ftuUeKpchce to their hiirs. .- 
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ezercife of their occupation in that part of the Thames which 
was before the Nicuvc Uverc, under the penalty of a forfei- 
ture. 

GuNDULPH, however, and his crafty brethren, were 
not equally /uccefsful in all their bargains. For it appears 
from the Textus Roff. that the latter were forced, after 
being in pofTeffion of a parcel of land at Delce for fome years, 
to pay ten fhillings in money, and a horfe of that value*, in 
order to fatisfy the claim of the rightful heir, who accufed 
them of being ufurpers. And the biftiop, with all his addrefs, 
could not recover the manor of Ston&, 'till he prefented Wil- 
liam RuFus with fifteen pounds in money, and a mule that 
was worth one hundred fhillings. 

When Rufus, who had been the pupil of Lanfranc, 
afcended the throne, Gundulph and the archbifhop obtain- 
ed many grants in favour of their churches. Lanfranc dy- 
ing, Gundulph ftill continued in favor with the king f and 

his 



* \Vc may hence conclude, that ten {hillings was the common price in 
thofe days of a horfe for hulbandry work : which, according to lord Lytel- 
ton*s calculation, is equivalent to about 7I. los. of our money* By the 
fame method of valuation, a mule muft have been in much eileem, for that 
prefented to Rufus by Gunbulph was faid to be worth on& hundnrd 
ihilJings, equal to feventy-five pounds of our money. See HiA. of Hen. 2d. 
vol. I. p. 80. 8vo. Edit. 

f The very learned continuator ofblfliop Godwyn's Commentarius de 
Pracfulibus Anglis, has fubjoined a remark to the account of the life of 
Gundulph, iignifying, that of all the Englilh bilhops he was the only 
one who adhered to Ansslm, in his couteft with William Ru.fus, 
when that primate attempted to raiic the papal jurifdidion above the regal 
prerogatives. Dr. Richardson has iiot Intimated his voucher for this 
anecdote ; but fuppofing the faft to have been as reprcfentcd by him, we 
may fairly conclude, that all the privileges and emoluments granted to the 
church, by this monarch, were obtained by Gundulph while Lan- 
TRANc was living. It is proper, however, to obfcrve, that the noble 
biilorijui, referred to in the laii note, has expicfsly declared| upon the au- 
thority 
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Ms fucceflbr Henry 1. from whom he obtained many 
favors for the monks: among other privileges, king Henry 
gave them one fourth of the toll of Rochefter Bridge, whether 
the bridge was whole or broken. He alfo eflabliihed a fair 
at Rochefter to laft two days, viz. on the feftivity of St. 
Paulinus, 9jii the day preceding; for which two days the 
king granted to the monks the whole toll of the bridge. - 
They and their fcrvants alfo ufed the bridge toll-free. He 
periAitted them likewife to vend their merchandize" in the" ci- 
ty, after the king and his fervants. 

Bishop Gundulph founded an hofpital at Chatham, for 
poor people and lepers, dedicated to St. Bartholomew; 
and a nunnery at Mailing ; he alfo repaired the caftle walls of 
Rochefter, and began the large white tower in the caftle, 
which ftill goes by his najne, as we have. already obferved, 

- In the time of GuNt>uLPH, Martin the chamberlain of 
the priory of Rochefter built the mill*, faid to be under, 
that is, below the caftle, to the north of the city. In fine, 
this prelate, as Mr. Lam bard remarks, " never refted from 
^ building and begging, tricking and garnifhing, until he 
•* had eredled his idol building to the wealth, beauty, and 
«* cftimation of a popiih priory." . He enjoyed this fee thir- 
ty-two years, in th« reigns of William I. and II. and Hen- 
itY I. He died the feventh of March 1107, and was bu- 
ried in the cathedral f. 

thorhy of EadMer, that kll the bifhdps diiapproved of Aks^lm's attempt, 
«i2vife|d him to fahmit to the will of his fovereign, and deferted that haugh- 
ry primate when they found he was inflexible. Ibid. vol. i. p. 103, 11 6* 
* The mill was built on a creek, which ruiu between the mar&es an«l 
part of the common* 

f Gundulph was buried in his own cathedral, (in bafilica fedls fu^^* 
according to Wharton, v* i. p. 406.) & ante altare crucifixi ecclefiae^ 
before the high altar, ▼. 2. p. 291, probably on the fouth fide, near to the 
i?oafeiri«ii»ry, in a cheft, without any effigies, Willis, p. 487. 

R XXXL 
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XXKI, KaDOLPH Qt Ralfh^ fuctteedcd t9 the biih(^nci 
«f Roche^. Hp was a Nomi»i monk, aai abbot of Sa^r, 
s«4 wai e^nftcrated the eleveatH of Auguft iioS. Tbi| 
^late WH ficUy and ififirm, and ytt had the chara^sr of b«» 
ing plea&d with toy$ and jefts to fu«h a degree, as to have 
been called ff nugax,'^ a tri^er. ife was «dvaa«ed (o the fte 
tf Canterbury A, D. 1114* 

^C^XIf. ]^4RNi7i.Fii, a nad^e of France, was ^ mi^ 
bifhop of this fee. Lanfr^nc ^nt for hixn to Ei^gla^d, zpd 
Ke lived fome time a private nK>nk at Canterbury, 'till he be- 
oame ptior there: altftpwards he was prefented to be abbot of 
PetetbORHigh, and iafiity raifed to the ^ of Rochefter A. D. 
1 1 1 5» He was a very a^ive indoftrious man, ever contriving 
fer the benefit of his churchy He gave to the monks the 
chureh of Hetknham in Baciinghamihire, and bvirlt a dorml- 
tory, fPisfeftgiy, mid chaptpf-hotjfe for their itfc. He alfo bc- 
ftpwcd a yarjety of gifts pn his ojmrch ^nd ii|pn||(lqy, which 
are feni|mer^«4 ifi Ac Rec^t- f^P^^- P- i^. H^ 4iel4 
(Qth of M^cb 112^ 4ge4 eighty.fou{- ye^p. ^^ is Q^ 
XQ hs^ye ;n^ f cpllff^ of m^y ancient ^a|iuj{cript^ V^bick 
are yet e;^tji?»t *• 

XXXIH. Jo un archdeacon of 6anterBttry was confecraled 
to this fee May 1125. ^^ ^^^ ^^^ church of Prinib\?ry, and 
chapel of Stroody oF ttone, from the treafury of Rocheller 
church, and gave both church and chapel to the cathedral of 
^qcheiler» to %^y Wfix topers to b\f rn ci^imially on the al* 
(ar. llio oothiidfalof $Lochd%er was fisdlhed in thetimedFi^ 
prektf^ od he had the honor to dedicate it, at which were 
frelbat Ae hiag, maiqf of the nobility, and dignitaries of the 
church; this was on the 7th of May 1130/ AAd, as was be- 
knrdtktcd, whii^ this ^Undid company wa^ ^ RQqbeiUr 
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Atcil/ ttik 6r«i «ftd fnffured confidenblj: the new thutA 
was much daxnaged by this accident^ the convent alfo maft 
kayc fttfieved cofifidftrably, as the monks are faid to be hereby 
difperfed in many different abbics; and that feme of theia 
i^fidedlft MpbhrAif}^ ikKffichkfktr while f&Sic ftdnftOf xy 
^^ itfiliHftg. IBftorlaris ikH not agtted as to the iifiie of 
€HI§biftl6i/§4Mtll! b^t iti^iACift ifrbb*51e hectied in Jndof 
If j;;^^ JdH iA«r ^ brttftiiitg the dMifeh and pri6iy» due 
7ii^M A9 NjIfsiHitf «r^ ftiicir, mp%ikd thi el^a^ier-hM* ih kit 
«#li ct{>M«c, ilid ^« tWd ibilfingsi litd fourtccB feims tf 

'iGQtlV. This foe was committed to the care of John bi* 
Aop of Saj^, who was confocratcd in the middle of the yeaf 
1 1 37. in his time tktf-cKurch and convent were repairing: 
'but ^HN behaved more like a plunderer than a paftch-, for h6 
deprived the monks of feireral cturches, which he gave with 
<he archdeadonry to one Robert I^ullum. He died the 
^d of the ^ear 1 14a ^. 

XXXV« A«etlij# #<8a|>p6iiLtedblSho|>«fRochefter. Hk 
was a mcfA, Hlid %isi ptdtttSbftii aocl a^fMcars to have beea 
very adive aad ftrennous for the rights of his church. The 
priwy being now teprnfed, the monlts returiiied ta their for* 
m€T hahfeitiiAi^ tmt i^dkg tlie«lelves depiived of fbaole of 
diei^ chnrckes, ap|Mftftd t$ else ietf ef Itome, direfting their 
brethren m that eky t» lay ^ that Ymi been done by bifliop 
JoHKy before the pope. Ascelin repaired to theeonrtof 
Rome in perfbn to fupport their canfe. The pope attended 
t<f ^at (f6i»f)fah)t ; stnd 6rdct6d all die chtifches, which the 
lAonks lia:<f befdtt' depri\^ed of, to be reftorcd to them. It was 

* GcDwtv iiM mnitted this biifcep; but he certainly 18 e&tltlecr to a 
^lace amori; Hit fttin^ 6t tftitf m, fdf his name Occurs not dnly in the 
TesKus, ^4 aA Itucieiil rigfiffW bfthc chii#cli *f Roehefter^ but in. diren 
«M cacakgpMS ^ Ac bUofit See Wv artoiI'# Am§. 8k* vol. x. f. 345* 
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to this biihop that St. Barnard wrote his two hundred and' 
five epiftlcs : Ascblin died January 23, 1 147. He gave to' 
the church a gloifarjr on the Pfalms, and St. Paul's epiiUes. 

XXXVI. Walter, archdeacon of CantcAury, fuccceded; 
him» March 14, 11 47, and held this fee thirty.five yean. 
Walter was brother to archbifhop Theobald^ and ap- 
pointed by him archdeacon of Canterbury, and was ezcom-f 
municated by archbiihop Becket, for aifilling at the corona* 
tion of Henry, eldefl fon of king Henry U. He was the 
firil biihop ele6ted by the monb of Rochefter. The archbi^ 
ihop of Canterbury, until this time, had nominated whom he 
pleafed to this fee. Ti^eobald, the archbiihop^ beflowed 
this privilege on the convent. Biihop Walter lived very 
peaceably with thp monks 'till within feven ye^rs of his 
death, when there happened a dilpute betwixt them, con- 
cerning the prcfentation of a vicar to Dartford, but it was 
foon amicably adjufted. In the year 1 177, five years before 
his death, the whole city and church of Rocheller is faid to 
have been confumed by fire : but notwithftanding the general 
report of this dreadful accident by many refpe^ble authors-, 
yet no trace of it is to be found in any ancient charter or 
writings in the Regis t rum; which contains many that were 
made about this time : however calamitous therefore it was 
to the city, the church and convent (ctm to have had but a 
fmall ihare in this fevere vifitation, Walter died the twen« 
ty-fixth of July ii8z, 

XXXyil. Quaker AN, or Waler a!I, archdeacon of Ba^ 
yeu]r» and domeftic chaplain to Richard, archbiihop of Can*- 
terbury, was elefted biihop of Rochefter, in the prefence of the 
archbiihop, the ninth of November 1 1 82. This prelate had 
certainly no high opinion of the regulars, if what is reported 
of him be tri^e, that he had propofed taking a journey to 
^me, in order, to folicit the pope for a difmiffion of them 
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15-oiri Ills cathedral. While he was in* this city, making the 
Bcceflary preparations for his intended journey, he was (eized 
with a fit of illnefs, which proved fatal to him, Auguft 29, 
1 1 84. Among other things which he left to the church, 
were a glofTary on the pfalms, and St. Paul's epiiUes: and 
Jic increafed the allowance to the poor. 

XXXVIII. A MONKISH hiftorian having branded as dctef- 
table the fcheme which Gualeran is faid to have formed in 
his own mind, of removing the members of that order from hi* 
church; it can hardly be fuppofed, that they were much con- 
cerned at the unexpeded demife of their biihop : and we may 
conclude, that they not only wifhed, but exerted their ut- 
moft* efforts, to fupply the vacancy with a prelate better af- 
fe£led towards them. In giving, however, their voices for 
Gilbert deGlanvill, a native of Northumberland, and, 
at that time, archdeacon of Lilieux in Normandy, they were 
cither deceived themfelves, or they wanted power to confer 
that dignity on an ecclefiaftie, who they had reafon to be- 
lieve would be firmly attached to their intereft. The lat- 
ter feems to have been the cafe : for though, as has been be- 
fore obferved, archbifhop Theqbald had pomplimcnted the 
monks .of Roch^fter with the privilege of chufing their own 
biihop; yet it may bp proved from various inftances, that 
his fucceflbrs confidered tjiis civil grant as a mere conge 
d*elire, and expelled to have an implicit deference paid tq 
their recwnmendation'. That Baldwin, who was then me- 
tropolitan, interpofed, and, indeed, that he ufed a greater in- 
fluence than was confillent with a freedom of eledlion, is evi- 
dent from the following circijmflances. The monies proceed- 
ed to this choice in the prefence of the archbifhop at Ot- 
ford*, and not in their own ch^ter-houfe, or in that of 
(thrift Church, Canterbury, where bufinefi of this kind ha4 
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been ufoally trsnfaded. A complaint wt» aferwardf made 
«f the ekdUoa being earned on at a different place, and in 
a different manner, from what it onght to have been f: and 
befides, Gbrvase in his Chronicon % exprefsly declares, that 
fke archbUhop gave tliis ice to his own clerk, Gilbxrt n£ 
Glanvill. 

If the monks ever entertained a favorable opinion of their 
jftcw prelate, it was of fhort continuance : for a difputc fooa 
commenced between them, which was carried on with un- 
common warmth and virulence, and with very little rcmif- 
lion, during the whole of Glanvill's adminiibution. Not 
one of our hiilorians has given an impartial account of the 
origin of this unhappy diiTeniion, and bifhop Godw^yn haa 
profefTed his ignomnce of the caufe* But light may be thrown 
upon this hitherto obfcure branch of the hiitory of this churchy 
by attending to the a^ve part which Glanvill bore in a 
fcheme of policy, wifely plumed about this period, though 
^ot followed with all the fuccefs it deferved. 

It is well known that the mdnks arrogantl/ afTumed the ap- 
pellation of regulars, and it is no le(s evident that they were a 
turbulent race of men, diid the mod zealous advocates for, and 
ftrenuous fnpporters of the various ufurpatioxis ot the popes 
upon the regal prerogatives. The dreadful ^[ficdVs 6f their 
Open endeavors, as wcD as fe<fret contrivances, were felt with 
reluAance by king HsKRt II. who, perceiving the impradica- 
blenefs offuppreffing at once the authors of them, corifulted his 
prelates on the proper method of gradually diminiflihjg the ex- 
ijrbitant power they had acquired.. And this prince feenas t* 
have been cfpecially felicitous that the bifhops fhould prtf- 
fcilbe fome remedy to obviate the pernicious confequcncei, 
l^rhich he forefaw muft enfue, from the privilege he had un- 
l^ariiy granted to the monks of Chrift Church of clefting their 

f Sec Chi^^f GiavAii, foU 1475, % C«l» i477f 
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0171! Idetropolitftn. Tlie tiivice given bjr the prcktes t# t£eif 
fov^rcign, prineipally ^y the dire^iott of tke archbiihop, wat 
to ereft colleges near to the cathedrals occupied hy the regitr 
hfSf aB4^sa£ll them witk (ecular canons, as order of ecclefi- 
afticsy who, ixc had fpund by experience, were not, in general^ 
Ifft&sd with prtneiples dangerous to civil government $ and 
vrho, being btMes friends to the rights of the national ckrgjr^ 
he might rea(bfTablx hope, would form a powerful barrier 
a^gainU the incroackmcats f>f the Roman poatifa. 

In purflfmcepfthis plan, archbifhop Baldwin made pr^r 
paratipns for founding a college at Hackingtoq, .near Cai>ter-r 
bury ; an inftitution wMch he never eifedled, being o|m 
liinately oppofed, in every ftep of his progrefs towards the 
eftablifhmcnt of it, by the members of Ms own phurck And 
if we Tcficcl that bifhop GLANViLLof Rocheller, and Hugh 
BB NuNANT bifliop of Litchficld *, were the pcrfon^ chiefly 
employed by his Grace to reduce the contumacious monks to 
obedience ^o their fpiritual governor, and to chaftife thex^ for 
thwarting and counteracting his laudable defign^y we fhall 
ceafje to wonder that thofe prelates ihould, on (his account 
alone, become obnpxio^s to all thefe religious fraternities. 

BtTT by a dire£l attack on die monks of t&eir ov«n cathedraia 
i&ey rendered them their implacable enemies. For, not fatlT^ 
^d with the afliftanee giyen to the archbifitop, thoft ^med 
prdiatcs ^letennined to execute, as^far as was in their power, 
a fchcme both acceptable to their prinee and beneficiid to the 
natipn, by removing the. monks, whotn they coniidere4 as 
tifurpers, and by replacing the fegular canons, for the fop. 
port of whom their churches had been originally founded. 
This was done literally fpcaking, " Yi etarmiy," at Coventry; 
and it appears from the Recist. Roff. that it was attempt- 
9d, though in vaiiii at Rocheller, by Olantill. 

"^ See CWmk. ^Qtrt^^Oj x$<4a t|afi> 
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• The plea, however, ufcd by .this bilhop was very artful 
and judicious; for to avoid, ifpoflible, giving offence to the 
pope, he affcrted, what was the truth, that Gundui4PH had 
difpofrefTed the feculars without the fandlion, or even privity, 
of the Roman fee. There were, indeed, other caufes, which 
concurred^ with that already mentioned, to incrcafe and per- 
petuate the difpute between this prelate and thf monks. The 
icveral articles of their reciprocal complaints are fpecified in 
the Reg IS TRIM, p. 53. from which it is evident that thefe, 
like all other regulars, being no lefs eager than willing to dif- 
C6gag6 themfclves from the canonical obedience they owed to 
their diocefan, had aimed at depriving him of thofe privileges 
and emoluments which their founder had fecured to his fuc- 
cefTors In the fee of Rochcfter ; and that they had, in direft 
violation of the council of Lateran, got pofleflion of various. . 
portions of tithes and pcnfions from churches without the con* 
fent of the ordinary. 

Glanvill was, however, too wife and too refblute to reft 
quietly under thefe lifurpationsj nor would he fuffer the 
unwarrantable pra6lices of the members of his cathedral to 
pafs uncenfured : for they were obliged to acknowledge, 
before Hubert Walter archbifliop of Canterbury, many 
bifhops, and other difcreet eccleliaftics, that their allegations 
againft their fpiritual governor were groundlefs, and to fub* 
mit themselves to his clemency and. award as to all the pointy 
which had been contefled between them. 

It is averred by the monkjlh hiftorians, whofe talcs later 
writers have implicitly followed,, that bifliop Glanvill, in 
the height of his refcntment, dcfpoiled this priory of all its 
moveable effe^s, and the church of its ornaments, as well as 
of a coniiderable part of its real eftate. But if we confider, 
that the heavy charge of their tedious litigation drove the 
monks at laft to the nopefiity of. coiningrtbe.iUverihrineof 

faint 
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faint Paulinus, we muft rather conclude that, before they 
adopted a method that muft expofe their fociety to infamy, 
they had themfclves converted into money every valuable ar- 
ticle belonging to them. That the bifhop took polTcflion of 
no fmall portion of the real eftate they had enjoyed, is very 
certain ; but then it ought to be remarked, that they had no 
legal title to it. The property he obliged them to relinquilh 
confiiled principally in prefentations and ordinations of paro- 
chial benefices, fraudulently obtained. Some of thcfe he after- 
wards fufFered to be Appropriated to their ufe ; not, however, 
'till Kc had fixed vicars in the preferments, with a more ample 
endowment than was ufually granted to thofe, who, as they 
were charged with the whole duty of the parifhes, had an 
equitable claim to all the profits of them. The right of pa- 
tronage to feveral other livings he recovered to his own 
fee ; and one or two of them were annexed to the hofpital he 
founded at Strood, for the fupport of the poor. 

From thcfe indiiputable fafts, I may venture to pronounce 
Glanvill to have been a vigilant and an adlive paflor; 
nor are there proofs wanting of his deferving the appellation 
of a benefactor to the church, and to the fee. By way of 
recompence for a fmall piece of marfh land granted to him by 
the prior and convent, in order to enlarge the fcite of Newerk 
hofpital, he not only caufcd a new cloifter to be ere^led at 
his own expence, and fumifhed their church with an organ, 
but difcharged a debt of thirty pounds, which they had pro- 
bably contra£led in fupporting their tnjuflifiable contell with 
him. This loan had been borrowed of the Jews, the fble 
ulurers of thofe days; and the monks were under the greater 
obligation to their bifhop, becaufe the intereft due upon it 
was enormous *. Glanvill likewife gave to them fundry 
utenfils^ aad ornaments, which are enumerated in the Re- 
cisTRUM t, and the following books, viz. Barthglomjkt/s 

*See'REGi8T. RoFP. p. 633. f Ibid. p. xti, laa. 
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Advcrfu« Judcosi and the Pentateuch, in two voliimca. Tiwfc 
fell were fi moft valuable prefent : for, ftrange as it may 
appear in this Isarned and, enlightened age, there is no finall 
xjcafon to doubt, whetheri thi$ focicty, though inftituted prin- 
cipally for religious puipofcs* were before poffeffcd of this 
part of the holy fcripturcs^ 

The biflioprick was likewife benefited by this prelate ^ 
for, on his promotion to it, he found moft of the building*' 
either fallen down, or ruinous ; and very affidnous was he ta 
put them in an habitaWe and decent ttate. He rebuilt hi» 
palace in this city, which had been deftroyed by fire ; and 
he eredled a new manfion at Lambeth, of which frequent 
mention k made in the inftruments of the bilhops of Ro- 
chefter. It was formerly called Le. Place, and Was built oa 
a fpot of ground he fecurcd to his fee, before he would give 
his confent to a change, long depending between the archbi- 
bifhop of Canterbury and the church of Rochefter^ of the 
manor and reftory of Darenth for thofe of Lambeth. This 
was a confideration he might reafonably expeft in lieu of ait 
ancient right the bifhops had to forage, and other advantages- 
from the manor of Lambeth, whenever their afiairs caHed 
them to London. 

His lordlhip's condud cannot, however, be fo well Nullified 
in burdening hi& facceiTors in the parfbnage of Lambeth (for, 
according to the Regxstrum, p. 13. he was reAor of that 
pariih) with a heavy penfion of five marks. This allowance 
is ftill paid : but the houfe was alienated from the fee about 
the time of the reformation. It makes at prefent part of the. 
revenue of the bifhoprick of Carlifle, and has changed its 
name with its owntr^ being called Carlifle Houfe. 

As the charaftcr of this prelate has been fo much mifre- 
prefented, and even grofsly calumniated, by the monkifh 
JiiftQrians^ from a fpirit of malevolence and rancor,. I thio%kt 
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^ requifite to enable my readers to form a true jtidgmettt 
tof him, by laying before them a more copious detail of 
his aaions, than the nature of this work will fuffer me 
to allow to the account of many other very excellent men 
who have prefided over this church. And I ought to add, 
that one, at leaft, of his cotemporaries has ndt denied hini 
that approbation and praife which he feems to have merited; 
for notice is taken of him, in the REcisTRURff , as of a per- 
ibn of diftirfguiihed knowledge, and whofe lofs would be re- 
gretted f. It is alfo certain, that he was greatly refpefted 
.and highly trufted by his ibvereigns, being, according to bi- 
fhop Tannbr, raifed to the polls of juiiiciary and chancellor^ 
This eminent writer has not fpecified his authority for aflert- 
4ng that this blihop was invefted with the lattef honorable 
employment ; but mention is made by Madox, in his Hif- 
tory and antiqmties of the Exchequer, of bifhtp Glanv ill's 
executing the fonner important truft %, Me .had likewiife th« 
honor of affixing at the coronation of king John ^nd his 
'^ucen, at .Canterbury, in the year 1201. 

Whew archbifhop Baldwin departed from England, 0^ 
Ills expedition to the Holy land, he committed to Glanvili. 
the adminiftration of the fpiritual and temporal affairs of the 
?diocefe of Canterbury, and of all other churches within his 
Grace's jurifdidlion. But it appears from the fraftt which in- 
veiled him with this extraordinary pov^er (printed in Rs^ifer. 
RoFF. p. 50.) that in the difi;harge of the ccdefiaftitil braaich 
of i^ he was to confult thflse perfons, whofe nanlcs arc therfc 
menticmed ; and that the confent of one ©f them, at leail^ 
was necelTary to make his ads Valid. Alid with regai*d to the 

♦ Pageij, 

•f Bilhop Tanner, in his Biblioth. Brltaji. p. 316. remarks of thii 
TTdate, that he was (killed ia th« civil ua ouzoA lsw> Mx^thtTtHecft 
v«re fome fermop* of hit excaac 

a 2 management 
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management of all temporal matters, he was required to a(k 
the advice of three other perfons, who arc likewife particular- 
ly fpecificd. 

The ano'hymous author, before referred to in the Regis- 
TRUM, p. II, fays, that Glanvill was bifhop of Rochcf- 
ler thirty -two years ; but this muft be a miftake, perhaps on- 
ly of the prefs; lince there is fufficicnt evidence of his being 
confccrated at Canterbury the 29th of September 11 S5) and 
©f his dying the 24th of June 1214^. 

The malice and refentment of his old antagonifts the 
monks did not expire with Glanvili.. But for his harfti, 
and, as they termed it, unjuft treatment of them in this world, 
they not only wifhed he might fuffer, but endeavored to ex- 
pofe him to, the puniihments of the next life. They at firft 
refufed to let the body of fo profane a perfon be depofited 
in their cathedral; and when this their indecent c^pofition 
was fruftrated, they would allow " no bringing home with 
«* bell or burial/* but committed the remains of this venera- 
ble prelate to the earth without any of thofe funeral cerenao- 
liies, which, agreeable to the fupcrfticious notions of that 
tge, were judged abfolutely neceffary towards procuring 
eternal peace and happinefs to departed fouls^ 

The fdfpeniion at that time of all facred offices by the pa- 
pal bull is afligncd by Edmund de Hadenham, as the rea- 
fon of this omiffion. He mentions, however, this excufe, if 
it defervcs that name, with an air of triumph and of infult; 
. 4cclaringlt to be a token of divine vengeance againft G4/ an- 
vil l, that he was debarred the benefit of thofe prayers of ho- 
ly church, which were offered up even. for hectics and 

X GiLBiKT DK Glantill ivks bturled on the north Mt of the hi^h 
pint, uQcler an old ftone with a mitred eBigy, Will IS, p* 287. On the 
north fide of the cathedral^ WbartoH; p. 347. 

treacherous 



t 13^3 ] 

-treacherous Jews; and that thefpiritual cenfare, under whicfi 
the nation had labored for feven years, Ihould be withdrawn 
after his burial. And the monks, indeed, muft have been 
very impatient to avail themfelves of this plea, by haftcn- 
ing the interment, when they found they could not prevent 
the remains of the bifhop from being depofited in their 
church ; for within five days of his death, the interdi^ wai 
removed *, 

The charge here brought againft thefe narrow-minded 
bigots may .be farther fupported by what muft be ad- 
mitted, by the warmeft friends to their order, to be moft 
unexceptionable evidence ; their own words, as delivered 
in the following no lefs ridiculous, than uncharitable, dog,- 
grel lines: 

Glanvill GiLBBRTys, nulla bonitate refertus. 
Hie jacet, immitis et amator-maxime litis; 
Et quia lie litem, dum vixit, folet amare. 
Nunc ubi pax nulla eft, eft aptior inhabitare. 

In the year 1199, Ralph de Ross was elefted prior of 
the monaftery j while he was facrift, he began to cover the 
church with lead. He lias the next prior iiniihed it. 

XXXIX. Benedict, praecentor of St. Paul's, London, 
wgs the next bilhop of Rochefter. His ele6lion was ratified 
at Winchefter, by Stephen archbiihop of Canterbury, in 
January 1215, being the year after the interdift had been 
removed fwm king John and this kingdom ; as an old French 
charter in Regis t. Rpff. teftifies, p. 36. 

The following year, after Michaelmas, king John befie- 
ged the caftle of Rochefter, held by his barons, at which time 
the church aQd convent fuffcred fevcrcly : the king was not 

* See Anglia Sacra, voL i,p. 247, and Wilkik's Condi. v<^. i. p. 545, 

fcrupulous 



Ifcrnpulous in religious matters. Being reconciled to the chnrck 
of Rome, he made very free with her daughters ; and, not- 
withllanding the bifhop of Rochefter had joined with Pan- 
PULF^ the pope's legate, in anathematizing the barons, he 
rifled the church, deftroyed the manufcripts, carried off the 
plate and money ; ana, m fhort, left not fo much as one cru- 
cifix (landing on the altarsu 

Benedict died in the year 1226, and was buried in his 
#wn cathedral the twenty-firft day of December. 

XL. Henry de Sautdford, archdeacon of Canter- 
bury, ftyled the great philofopher, fucceeded to this bilho- 
prick. At his eleftion there happened a difpute betw^cen the 
monks of Canterbury and Rochefter ; the former infifting that 
the paftoral llaff of Rochefter, on the deceafe of the bifhop, 
fhould b« fent to Canterbury, before the monks proceeded 
in their cleftion : this was oppofcd by the priory of Rochef- 
ter, and difputed before the archbilhop at^ Maidftonc (at St. 
Paul's, London, according to fome writers), and referred to 
his determination; which was, that the monks of Rochefter 
IJiould deliver their crolier to the archbifhop, who was to givjc 
it to the prior of Canterbury, and he to Hinry de Sanb^ 
ford: thus determining in favor of Canterbury. Henry- 
iwas confccnited the ninth of May izzy*: 

I" 

* Thi« was the bifliop of Rochefter who preached aremarksble fermon «c 
Shtingbourn, before a great audience, and in the preience of the archbifhop* 
After the bifhop had proceeded fome time in his difcourfe, he fuddenly ex« 
jclalmed in a rapture of joy, " Rejoice in the Lord, my brethren all, and 
5' know ye ai&redly, that of late there departrd«ut of purgatory Richard 
f* fome time king of England, Stephen Lang ton, archbifhop tfCaA- 
f* terbury, and a chaplain of his, to go to the Divine Majef^ : and in 
ft that day came forth no mere than theie three from, that place of paint. 
f* Fear not to give fuU and aflured faith to thefe my words, for this is now 
*f the third tix^ it hat ^ceqi thu^ rpVi^d^ to mt, and (o luavthcx van^ and 
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In the year 1228, died Stephen Langtow, arehbiftiy 

ef Canterbury. The monks of that city, with a vicv^r of fe-i 
curing their own privileges^ immediately chofe Walter db- 
Hemps HAM metropolitan; on which the king- f«nt the bfc-' 
ffliop of Re cheller to Rome, to fet alide the eledlion. Hen- 
ry fucceeded in his ^legociatLon j Walter was rejeded; and 
Richard Wethershe'd, the fucceflbr of Langton, was 
confecrated at Canterbury, by the bifhop of Rocheiler, June 
10, 1229. This was not done \vithout a* fcandalous conten- 
tion between Henry and Joe el in e bifliop of Bath^ abouc 
the right of confccrating the new archbilhop. Henry, how- 
ever, obtained that honor j and Jocelin-e confecrated the bi- 
Ihops of Ely and London at the fame time> king Henry JIL 
and many of the nobility being prcfcnt. He died the z^ih 
of February 12^5*, 

XLI. Richard deWendover, reftor of Bromley in Kcnt^ 
fucceeded to the fee of Rocheiler. Being eledled by the con- 
vent, andprefented to f Edmund the metropolitan, he refu* 
fed to confirm the ekftion, alledging that it was his preroga*. 
tive to give them a bifhop. The monks appealed to Romer 
as ufual, and triumphed over the archbifhop, after a contcii 
of three years : at which time, probably, they were rclcafedl 
from the obligation of fending their pafloral Ilaff to Canter- 
bury, for we hear Lo.more of this conteit. Richard wa« 

*• that {o plainly, as to banifh all doubt and fofpicion from my miiKl.** 
From this fpccimen of eloquence, we may perceive how well the bilho|f 
defer\'ed the name of a profound philofopher, and with what edifying dtjfr 
courfes the people were inftruAcd in thofe days ! 

^ Henry pE Sandford was burled in his •wn, c^tb/tdnk Qhomn 
Edit, by RicuAiiDsoN note, p, 529. 

f This prelate was called St. Edmund. The moivks of CanMtiMirj^ 
had devolved their fuppofed right of eleding a biihop of Rocheficr on Ed-* 
MUND, to revenge themfelves on the convent of Rocheftcr^ for oat fend* 
ing to them their paftoral ftaff as befwe-mentioaed, 

confecrated 
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confecrtted November 21, 1238, and died on the 12th of 
Oftbber 1250, and was buried in the church at Weftminftcr 
by the king's efpecial command, becaufe he was accounted a 
very holy and pious man. 

XLn. Laurence de St. Martin, chaplain andcoun- 
fellor to king^HENRY III. was the next bifhop of Rocheiter. 
He had been appointed prelident of his majcfty's council, and 
procurator in all ecplefiaftical affairs in the year 1 244. He 
was confecrated to the fee of Rochefter, in the archbilhop'j 
palace, at Gillingham, on the ninth of April 1251.- He 
' appears to have been at Rome A. D. 1257, and to have ob- 
tained from pope Alexander the IVth a confirmation of 
the ecclefiaftical privileges of the Englifh. In the time of 
this prelate, the city was befieged by Mont ford earl of 
Leicefter, who, on Good Friday 1 264, having burnt the bridge, 
pafTed the river in the fmoke and confufion occafioncd there- 
by, whilft St. Clare entered the city from another quar- 
ter. The enemy entered the cathedral onhorfcback with drawn 
fwords, while the priefls and people were celebrating the 
paffion of Chriil; but thefe " fatellites of fatan", as the hiftorian 
terms them, paid no reverence to the temple or folemn fer- 
vice ; they robbed the church and the cloifters of their gold 
and iilver, injured the monuments of the dead, abufed and 
flew many of the monks and citizens, and converted this ve- 
nerable fane into a filthy ftable. Laurence, in order to 
compenfate for thefe loifes, and enrich the church, had re- 
courfe to a ftratagem, which appears to have exceeded his 
moft fanguine expedations. Fifty years had elapfed fincc the 
church was defpoiled of the filver ihrine of St. Paul in us. 
This difgrace was now almoft forgot ; it was therefore judged 
prafticable to revive the ancient fame and fplcndor of the 
church, by fome new fimilar expedient. A proper opportunity 
ibon offered to anfwer the purpofe, owing to an accident that had 
fome years before happened in the neighbourhood of Rochef- 
ter. 
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tcr. One W1H.1AM of Perth, in Scotland, by trade a bakeri 
i^BS Co C3^<;eedi«g charitable, that he gave every tenth loaf of 
his own making to the poor; and his zeal was fo feivent, that 
he engaged himfelf by a vow (as the cuftom then was) to vi- 
fit the holy lai^d. He fet out on the performance of this obli- 
gation in the year 1201, and took Kent and Rochefter in 
his >vay, vvhere having relied a hw days, he departed for 
Canterbury ; but he had not gone far from Rochefter, before 
his fcrvant (very fortunately for the monks) led him out of 
the highway, robbed, and murdered him. The Servant 
efcaped, it not being fo much for the intercft of the church 
to find him as his mailer, whofe dead body was taken up 
by the monks, and brought into the church ; and as he died 
in fuch a pious difpoiition of mind, he was, with much &• 
Icmnity, buried in the choir*. 

This was the bails of bi&op Lavrbnce's fcheme, who 
perceiving in the people a reverend efteem for this holy pil- 
grim's memory and fepulchre, which, no doubt, was artful* 
ly eheriflied by tlie monks, determined to procure Willi Aw't 
cftnoBization from Rome, and thus reftore his church to its 
ancient wealth and honor. The lirft fruits or offerings alrea- 
dy made to William, as a holy pilgrim, gave flattering hopes 
of a golden harveft from William the faint and bleflcd 
martyr. Lavrence went himfelf therefore to Rome, in the 
year 1266, and ealily obtained the canonization of William 
from the papal court, with indulgences to all fuch as offered 
any thing at St. William's tomb atRochefter. It is proba- 
ble the body was moved at this time from the choir into the 
north end of the crofs ifle, where a tomb fuitablc to his dig- 
nity was ere£ked over it. Miracles foon followed his canoniza- 

* At Iww Defee, * cbsp«l was ff?^ ^ ^^^4 ^9 St. Wp^i^imf 
4imieof the watts M^f» iksA^vl* 

T lion. 
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tion, at Icaft it was fo pretended : . but it is far more certain, 
that numbers of fuperltitious pilgrims paid their devoirs to 
this Hctitious faint^ and offered liberally at his tomb. 

The tomb of St. William is fhewn to this day near 
the tomb of biihop Me r ton. It confifts of a large ilone cof- 
fin of Petworth marble, the fides and top are decorated with 
ancient ornaments, but no trace of any infcription is now 
difcernable. Thus did this politic prelate eflablifh a rich 
fund of wealth to the monies^ which continued for almoit 
three hundred years. He died the third of June 1 274 *. 

XLIU. Walter de Merton was confecrated bifhop of 
Rocheftcr the twenty -firft of Oftobcr in the fame year. He 
was a perfon of great abilities, and had been appointed keep- 
cr of the great feal the twelfth of May 1258, during the 
indifpofition of Wen c ham; and A. D. 1261 was made 
lord chancellor, without the privity of the barons, and had an 
annual penfion of four hundred marks fettled upon him on 
his difmiffion from office f but in the iirft year of Edward I. 
A. D. 1272, the regency, in the abfence of that prince, rai- 
fed him again to the fame high office* 

He was a munificent patron of this church, obtaining 
many grants in its favor, efpecially the manors of Cobham- 
bery and Middleton, which were annexed to the epifcopate ; 
but the convent was not enriched by him. Being a man of 
difcemment, he foon difcovered the ignorance and hypocrify of 
the monks, and, from his own experience, might hope that a 
revival of letters would cxpofc and overthrow thofe pcmici- 



* Laurekce dk St. Martin was buried in his own cathedral, near 
the great altar, on the north fide. Regift. Spiritual. Rofi*. F. fol. 69, as 
a!fo Wharton, toI. i. p. ^51. His Effigy lies at full length, upon an 
old ftone cheft, with a mitre on it, on th« north fide of the altar. Wil- 
lis, p. 287. 

ous 
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ous focietics. He accordingly founded a college at the uiii- 
verfity. of Oxford, which bears his name to this day, and is 
chiefly fupported by this prelate's liberal endowments. The 
Rocheller annalift mentions the benefa£lions of Walter de 
Merton to his fee, and notices, without the leail expreillon 
of approbation, his munificent inftitutjon at Oxford. But he 
does not forget to dofe his account of this bifhop with in- 
forming his readers, that though he was a perfon of fb great 
authority and power, he neither did any good thing for the 
prior and the convent himfelf, nor was the inflrument of pro- 
curing from others any fignal favor. This prelate died on 
thie 27th of Oftober 1277 *. 

XLIV. John de Br ad field, a monk, praecentor and 
cellerer of Rocheller church, was next confecrated to this lee, 
the 29th of May 1278. He died the 23d of April 1283, 
and was buried in the church, near the cxcubitorium, on the 
fouth iide f. 

:j: XLV. Thomas de Inglethorp, dean of St. Paul's, 
London, and archdeacon of Middlefex, was confecrated bi- 
fhop of Rochefler the 26th of September 1283. He had a 

* See the account of his monument, p. 68. 

f John de Braufield waj buried in his own cTiurch, on the fouth 
p^rt, near the door leading to the dortor. Whartpn, p. 352. In the 
chapel, formerly called St. Edmund's chapel, there is in the wall behind 
the choir, not far from the fteps going into the undercroft, a ftone cheft, 
oj fomethin^ like it, which muft therefore be the monument of this bi- 
Ihop. 

J John re Kyrkeby, archdeacon of Corentry, was elefted on the 
death of bilhop Bradfield, but he refufed it (fays Henry Wharton, 
in his lives of the bifhops) by an inftrument dated June 16, 1283. In 
the fame author's defence of pluralities, he remarks, that archbiftiop Peck- 
K AM refufed to confirm the elcftion of Kyrkeby, and indeed caufed him 
to renounce the cle£bion, becaufc he was guilty of the fin of plurality. 

T z conteft 



e^Ateftwitk tke prior Tmtomas de Woldham, whd vtt9 
afterwards biftop, about the tt|^mtifig officers to the monaf- 
tay; aiad uponhfs demanding his zeniam, as of ri^t. The 
matter la difpute was decided by ftrckbifliop Pegkham, in 
fiivor of the prior and monka. This btfhop, however, as ho 
fubmitted to Pbcicnam^s determindtion, is allowed by Ed- 
MVVD OB Hadbkham, to have been a praife-worthy man, 
auld and a&ble, of a chearful difpoiition, and given to hof- 
pitaHty; and that he may be ranked among the blefTed. He 
died the i sth c^May 1 39 1 , and \viu buried in his own church*. 

XLVI. Thomas de Wold ham. Prior of Rocheftcr, was 
rtC3Ct prefented to this fee, and confecrated at Chatham the 
6tk of January 1291. This biihop fcems to have been very 
charitably difpofed. By his laft will he appointed Johw 
Bluoel, mafber of Strood Hofpital, one of his executors, and 
left a legacy o£ ten (hillings to the fald Hofpital, and tea 
marks towards building faint William's tomb in the church 
of Rochefter; from ^hichit appears, that the faint increafed in 
reputation. He died on the aSth of February 1 3 1 6 f- 

XLVII. Within eighteen days after the death of Thomas 
DE Wold HAM, the Monks of this church, having obtained leave 
from the archbilhop of Canteibury, proceeded to a new choice, 
and, of thirty-five prefent on the occafion, twenty -fix voted for 
ifccir prior J, Haymo d? Hethe, who had been chaplain 

to 

^ Tho»as ](kC IwOXETAoikP was bori«d near the high altar on the 
levth fide, WvAHTON, p. 353. Kewpoprt Repertorium of tka dioceie of 
XiOndoD, voL i* p* 38. 

f IThomas DsWoZ'PHAJil was probably buried in his cathednl. 
Wharton, p. 357* 

i Haymo, apprehending the powerfol influence of fome great men in 
favor of two of his competitors, priyaiely fent for the monks of Wmkon in 
Suffolk, (a ceU dependent on the priory pf St* Andrew) and by that meana^ 
(ecurcd a large majoritj in his favor. 

The following circuxiflanccs relating to this cell may not be unaccepeabit 

m 
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fodie M prektft. It ought, however, td be ebfetvti, thtf 
this «ppltcation to the metropolitan wm then become a matter 
of form, fitrcc by the tktermi nation in favor of RrCHARD n» 
WEi«&ovER,againft archbifhop £t>MVND, his Grace and hi* 
fucceflbrs were prohibited by the pope from inteHering apon 
any future vacancy ♦. The fignal yi^ory obtained by the 
monks over one powerful opponent, did not however ^cur« 
to them that freedom of eie£don which they certainly flsotcrcNl 

to the reader. Towards the end of William Rufus*s reign, Roger 
Bigod,carl of Sufiblk, gaye to the priory aiRocheftcr tht church of St. Fefir, 
with land in the parifh of Wahon, in Suffbfk ; and the monks of Ss« Aid* 
^rew quickly fettled therein a cell of their own members; fee Regis. Roff, 
p^fl, 117, and Tanker's Nocit. Monad, p. 512. It appears to have had 
diiferent names, asWaletune, Fylcheftow, Felixtow or Fylftow. The de- 
gree of fubieftion this cell was under to the priory of St. Andrew, cannot 
be abfobtclv tfetermined ; b«t it feems probaWe h paid only a fmall peir* 
fion, as asi acknowledgem^t of its iofcriority/ atid was in tnoft othct 
lefptcki independent* Siivefttr, who was prior of St. Andrew in tho 
year 1177 and 1178, is rccordard a« a bencfador to this cell, by having 
built there " Hoftelerium", an apartment for the entertainment of ftrangers; 
fee Regist. Rofv. p. r2i. And Haymo ni Ketite, in return for 
the ftdit^ance be re«eivu(l Gma rhe monies of Fylcheftow, is laid to hav« 
vi£ted them in his return from lUehamy and td have continued ytfkh them 
feven days- This religious houfe was fupprefled the loth of September 1^2%, 
and in December following given to card. Wolfey, towards the endowment 
of his intended colleges; hut the grant did nor take efleft. Bp TANNFik, 
in his Kotk. Monaft. {k 220. has- rcmarked> that m feme few ye»rs afttt 
ttie exchange of the manor of Lambeth for that of IHnrbXy ** there ieemt 
to have been in the latter place a priory of Senedii£Hae Monks, fubordinatc 
to Rochcfteri" but he does not alfign any ground for this furmife. 

* It may be readily fuppofc:d that the archbiihops of Canterbury did not 
willingly yield up their right to the patronage of the fee of Rochefter. It 
is probable they avowed this claim to the reformation, and it, is certain 
that Abp Warham was ftyled '< veram ipfiuft RoiGtaw ecclef. pitioffuAy" 
Rcgift. Rofl'. p. 577. No lefs clear is it from the deed here referred to, that 
his Grace was at that lime entitled to the adtniniifration and cuftody of the 
ftmporaliries, as veil ar of ttre IJpiTitirafities of the bilhoprici, when it 
■wa* vtcaw; axwMfereraIx)f his pretiteceflbn faajrt been Mamed for fufpending 
the confintration of a Wlhop AeCt, mwdy tijat they might the longer en* 
joy the profits of the yacai^t fee, 

thcmfelvcf 
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fiiemfelvcs would be the confequence of jt. They found t* 
their unfpeikable mortification, they had excited, perhaps in 
fome meafure by this appeal, another more powerful antago- 
nift. For, during the fpace of upwards of one hundred years, 
there were only two bifhops who were not advanced to the fee 
of Rocheller, by what was termed the plenitude of the papal 
authority. Hay mo was one of thefe prelates; but though 
he was chofen March 1 6, 1 3 1 6, he was obliged to wait two 
years and a half before he could procure a confirmation of his 
election; under a fidlitious plea, that the pope (John XXU.) 
out of his paternal care, had provided a fuccefTor f. 

John DE PuTEOLi, a native of France, was the clergyman 
whom the pontiff pretended he had raifed to this ecclefiaftical 
dignity. He was confcfTor to IsABELLAjijueen of Edward II. 
and his royal miftrefs, who efpoufed his intereft,fent an advocate 
to Avignon to folicit the pope in his favor. The king, on the 
other fide, preffed John to ratify the choice made by the con- 
vent. This unerring pontiiF was exceedingly amazed at re- 
ceiving from Isabella a petition fo contrary to the views and 
inclinations of her lord. But her agent poffibly offering, at 
firft, an argument the moft weighty of any at the papal court, 
the pope was for fome time difpofed to comply with her requeft. 
But afterwards, even when her majefly had prevailed on the 
fickle monarch to renounce his former application, and to 
patronize her confeffor (as if her fpirit of perverfenefs and 
obftinacy had feized his holinefs,) orders were given fpecdily 
for expediting the confirmation of Ha ymo J. 

f Sec Regist. RoFP. p. 113, &c. 

X See Anglia Sacra, v. i, p. 357, &c. Wcvcr (in his Antient fuacral 
moBumenrs, p. 314) %)es Ha ymo co&feflbr to Edward II. but doesnoc 
quote his authority for this afTertion. Edmund dk Haddenham, who 
wrote the hiftory of this prelate, does not, J bclierc, take notice of this 
circumiUnce* 

Therf 
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There being in the rcgiftcr of this bifhop an acquitance 
for the payment of twenty marks as a penfion to the fee of 
Rome, and the firft of the kind, I believe, to be met with 
in the hiflory of this diocefe; it feems moft probable, that this 
fum was the coniideration allowed for the confent of that 
avaricious pontiff. It was not however the only charge which 
the biihop incurred by the pope's interference: for he was 
under a ncceffity of travelling to Avignon to be confecrated, 
the expence of which ceremony, in fees to his holinefs and 
the officers of his court, amounted to more than one thoufand 
four hundred and forty one Florins*. This fum fell very 
little fhort of, if it did not exceed, one year's income of this 
bilhopricki which fum Hay mo not being able im.nediately 
to difcharge, was obliged to give fecurity for the payment of 
it, before he could obtain the ufual bulls from the pope. His 
circum fiances -were fa flrait as not to allow of his difcharg- 
ing this debt for almoft a year and a half after his confecratioH ; 
for this ceremony was performed in Auguft 1319, and the 
acquittances bear date the 13 th and 14th of January I32it. 

* In the Chmnjcle of W. Thorn, printed In X. Script, col. 2151, 
there is an account of fees paid to the court of Rome for the pope** con- 
firmation of the abbot of Sr. Augultine, Canterbury, which fixes each 
florin at the value of three fliillings : and confequently the expence f 
the biihop was upwards of two hundred and fixteen pounds. 

X Reg. Havmo dk Hkthe, fol.4i, 

f Nor was this the only difficulty Hay mo had to ftraggle with on 
fii-ft entering into his preferment. The buildings were become dilapida- 
ted and dc(]>oiIcd of the implements of husbandry and uteniils belonging 
to them. Thus embarraflcd, he retired with a very fmtll family; and 
not having ^ fuflkicncy for the fuppqrt of his few domedics, the clergy 
of his diocefe fupplicd him with provifions and money. The voluntary 
contributions they mrade on rfiis occairon were a moft convincing proof of 
their efteem for their prelate, and of the generofity of their own difpofiti- 
ons, for it amounted to twelve pence in e^'ery mark of the annual value of 
their benefices. See AngHaSac. Vol. i. p< 361. 

Hatm« 
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Haymo was Tinhappjlf involved io various difputcs, in order 
to maintain the privileges xnd revenues which his predecefTora 
had enjoyed ; and the profecution of thefc muft have occafi- 
oned a heavy expence. For, belides the oppofition made by 
die pope to his ele^on, he was obliged to contefl the claim 
of the bifhops of Rochefter to a peculiar jurifdiftion over 
Illeham and Frekenham, in the dioccfe of Norwich, which 
were granted to this fee by king Alfred, A. D. 895 *. He 
recovered, in the court of king's bench, the right of advow- 
fon to the reftory of Mixbury in Oxford fhire f. And it was 
not without a fuit that the reftor of Lambeth could be 
brought to continue the payment of the penfion fettled on 
the bilhoprick, by archbilhop Hubert J. He ought alfo to 
be confidered as a benefaftor to the fee, from the extraordi- 
nary care he took of the buildings belonging to it ; and he is 
particularly reported to have repaired, and made great im- 
provements, at his palaces of Trotterfcliffe and Hailing, where 
he frequently refidedji. 

The parochial clergy were greatly indebted to him for 
endowinjl^ia&d' augmenting fev«ral vicarages. He was alfo a 
benefaSor to the cathedral itfelf, and to all the buildings be- 
longing to the convent. In the year 1 343, this prelate, with 
the afliftanceof Johk Shepey, the prior, caufed the tower 
of the church to be raifed higher, with wood and done, and 
covered with lead. Four new bells were placed in it, and 
the names of Dunftan, Paulin, Ithamar, and Lanfranc, given 
to them. The following year, the IKrines of St. Michael, 

* Rboxst. Roff. p. 440— 449* f Ibld.^. 5oft-^504. 

} RsQiiT* Hastmoxx HfiTKiy £di1. i«9. i97» 199. 

§ Hat MO is recorded to hJiTC Buik the great hall in the palace at Hal- 
ing* great parts of the walls and fbme of the windows of which are liill 
remaining. Lambard is Cud to hare wrote his penmbulation of Kcbc in 
this palace. 

St. Paul, 
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St. Paul, aad St, IihaooBr, were new nundf iftftb x^iarble mi 
AlabaAer, which coft twp hundred madu . He iud befiwp 
given ekvpo hundred macks for 'the baiUivf of .« oiefii^ot/^ 
and other uiefiil buildings : but prohdbly, in i\^ <tf^(in of 
fome of the moids, he 2&ad^ tkaa m indtimsb]^ ftchn^ 
when he offered at the high altar a magni&tsnt jniire of St» 
,Tmomab of Canterbury, which he had pordiafiad of the ^%i^ 
ccutors of the hiffaop of Norwich*. 

HfiTHB, ttow caiied Hkhe, m town which pLVC to this prc^ 
late his birth and his nain£> was favored &BffVfi(t with a dif* 
dngaifhed token of hb regard. Oa the icits of the hoAi/e, 
where he and his parents were botn, he ereSed an bofpital 
for the reception of ten poor perfons of hotb fens, 4^nd en- 
dowed it with an eftate in land, to the value of ten pounds 
per y«ar *. The indigent, feeble, and aged, were to be par- 
takers of this bounty, ^nd he hgs inquired the managers of 
this chttfitablc inflitutlon to give always the pwference 16 
thofp who have formerly lived in affluence, and who have not, 
as far as they pan judge, been reduced to poverty by their 
vices 'f, 

iNCOMsin^nABLK » wss ttic rcranuc <yf this dtocefe, 
flATM<) heW no ^ther preferment in commendam with it, 
nor was he e^r tranfiated to a fliore beneficial fce. Indeed, 
^cording to the -reprefentation pf William nE I>eke, he 
muil have been rather indHferent as to thefe pokits. In the 
year 1326, «8 En ward II. was retumingfrom Leedu to Lon- 
don, he was aiet by the bi(hop, near Boxley. His Lordfliip 
acooH^nied his jinaj<fty <o RdeAfefteri <wt9 iicquently widi 
bim durmg his refidence »( the lodgings of the pri^r of -St, 



* ReOSST. IIOFF. p, 41^ 



i Tanner's Npiit, IVIoiiaft,^. ^jig 
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Andrew, and attended him part of the way towards Gravcf^ 
end. The king, in one of the converfatlqns he had with 
this prelate, ezpreiTed his furprize that HAYMa, who had 
done fuch fignal (ervices for him and his mtnifter without re- 
compence, ihould never have (blidted him for any token 
•f his favor; and he dtre^ed the younger Spencer t9 
gratify the bifhop in whatever he might a(k. It is added by 
the Rochefter Hiftorian, that this minifter readily engaged to 
ebey his royal mafter's commands, and admitted that Hay* 
MO merited fome reward for his faithful attachment to his fo- 
vereign ♦. No opportunity^ probably offered, after that inter, 
view^ of proving the fincerity of thefc promifes; for within a 
year Spencer was executed, and the unfortunate king de- 
prived of his crown. 

If we give ciedit to Godwin, Haymo de Hethr refign* 
ed his biihoprick into the hands of the pope, A/D. 1352. 
But was not this learned author miilaken ? That the bifhop 
offered to reiign, is very probable : it, however, feems evi* 
dent from the regifter of archbifhop .Is lip, that the writ, 
for taking poffeflion of the temporalities and fpiritualities of 
this fee, was not iffued 'till after the death of Hx ymo. The 
writ is dated the 29th of November 135a, though the bi- 
ihop had been dead before the 2 ad of Oflober preceding ; 
andLs Neve mentions, from the Anoi.ia Sacra, that Ive 
died May the 12th in that year. It is almoft needlefs tore- 
mind my readers, that this is not the only inftance, iinc« 
the conqueft, of a prdate raifed to the fee of Rocheiler, 
who has requefted, but in vain, to be difcharged from the 
burden, and to renounce the honors of cpUcopal pre-emi* 
wncet. 

* AkQLIA SACRAf vol X. p. 365, 366. 

^ Haymo db He the was buried ia his own cathedral ; Killniniei 
^ aaS. by the nocth wall WerV; p. 314* 

. XLVni. John 
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XLVIII. John de Shepey, prior of Rochefter, wal He* 
mlnated to this fee by papal provifion. The bull was dated 
Odlober 22, i352> and he wa3 confccrated the tenth of March 
following by the bilhop of .Winchefter, at the priory of St. 
Mary Over«e« He was appointed chancellor of England A. D. 
1356, and executed that office for two years. He dedi- 
cated a chapel to St. John Baptift^ in the monaftery, and ap- 
pointed Laurence Stafford chapliift of it A. D« 1358, 
to whom John Cardone^ prior, left an annual rentof four«« 
teen marks. This prelate was indebted to his predeceflbr in 
this fee for his education. By his diredlion he was admitted a 
Xnont of St. Andrew, and moft probably he obtained, likewife 
by the influence of Hay mo, the firft office in this religious fo- 
ciety. The charat5^er drawn of bilhop Shepey, by Wil- 
ttAM DE Dene, is very favorable as to his difpofition and 
morals, and he celebrates his excellency in various branches of 
fficnce and literature*. InTAi^NER'sBiblioth. Britanf. the 
difcourfes which pafs under his name, and which may be 
ilill extant in new college, Oxford, are enumerated; but 
witk this remark of the learned prelate upon them, that he 
{^^ms rather to have been a colledlor than an author of (tx» 
mons. Bifhop Tanner farther remarks, that there were, in 
MSS in the king's library at Weftminfter, two fhort pieces 
of John So HEP EYE, on a law fubje£l. This biihop died the 
19th of Oftober 1360$, at his houfe at Lambeth, called 
La Place. By his will, dated September 21, 1360, he be- 
queathed one hundred marks for defraying his funeral expen- 
ces; the fame fum towards the reparations of his church ; and 
one hundred pounds to the-cellerer's office for providing necef- 
faries. 



* Angl. Sacr. tol. i. p. 374, f Ibid. p. 666. 

"t John de Shepsy was buried in the cathedral. Kilbvrks, p. 228. 
His portraiture was •n the wall orer the place of his burial. Wsvaiiy 
p. 314. ^ 

U 2 XLIX. WiL. 
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iCLik. WtiLii^^WitTLBaET, arcKdcicon of Hnhtiti^* 
ion, twA do£lor of Laws, wis confecratcd bifhop joyf Rochcf. 
itT tlSc tenth of February i^6i. He was iirft vkar general 
Co tht aichbilhop of Canterburf , and aftdrwarda dean of the 
^hes» Re was aifor rcd^r of CrOydon in Surry, anVi of CliiF 
ill Kent* He was tranflatcd Co the fee of Worccfter by the 
pO^*i btfU, March 6, 1 365, to which tranflatioii he confcnt* 
^d oil the 6th of Aprii 1^364. He was from thence raifed 
to th* xA«trop«litical chair of Canterbury A. D. 1368. 

ti. Thomas Trilleck, dean of St. Paul's, London, and 
brother to John bilhop of Hereford, was deiigned for this 
fee, by the pope, before he was elcdled by the monks, and 
was tonfecrated the twenty-fixth of May 1364^ by car- 
dinal GuiDO *. He died about Chriftmas 1372 t- By 
his will, dated December eleventh, in the fame year, he gives 
ten fhillings to the prior of his convent at Rochefter; fix Ihil- 
lings and eight-pence to each monk being a pri«il ; and three 
jhillings and four^pence to every other monk* 

JLt. *tuoMAS BRiNTOff or BftANTONe fuceeeded as bilhop 
l^f Rochefter in 1372. The monks elefted John 0EHERTtEYt 
6r HfiR TtET, their prior J, but he was rejedled by the pope. 
Who appointed Brinton. He was fomc time a Benedidinc 
ihoilk at Norwich, had travelled much, and, going to Rome, 
preafchfed fcvferal learned ferihons in Latin before the pope ; 
fer which, anti other exercifes in which he difcovered great 
kbrlWes, he \^s much admired, and became very famous* 
VkBAlt itiidt hhrt his pcnftentiary, and afterwai-ds confer* 

♦ Godwin, Eilit. pelr RIchardsoI}, p. ^32. 

f Thomas Trill EC K was buried in his own cathedral, lA St. Mary's 
c^apeL Willis's MSS. His family arms arc in Willis's Survey, 
Vol. I* p,^i6, 

X This taokk, fs alfe tloiBR-f- Di SntHtttrt, tjrere ward«hs of th* 
ML ofiFilclteftbWe, at ibe tirtt df theit eieetioa iaXQ that diKc6* 

red 
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ice. hA on him this fee. He wu confeflbr to king •RseHAi.Di tL 
M- and a great htneh&jm: to die Sngliih hofpifat at Rottie. lU 
d died A, D. 1389 *. 

^ LII. William d* Bottlisham, bwa at Bottlcfham in 
.' Cambridgefhirc, was next advanced to this fee j John Bar* 
KET, who was elcfted by the monks, being rejcded by the 
pope. Bottles I! AM waf a proaclnikg friar, and do^Vor of 
divinity, greatly efteemed for his learning, but more for his 
eloquence in the pulpit, which procared him the favor of Ri- 
^ CHARI> il* who advanced 1^ to the bifhoprick of Landaff; 
fn»n whence he was translated to this fee, by papal ^roYifkm, 
the 27th of Auguft 1389. He i« fald to have been biAop 
of Bethlehem in 1585. He died in February 1400* 

' LlII. John db Bottles ham, chaplain to the archbiiliop 

of Canterbury, was confecrated to this fee the fourth of July 
1400. He died April the 17 th, 1404 1« 

LIV. RicHARS YouNO was his fucceflbn He was bifliop 
of Bangor, and obtained a trandation to Rochefter from pope 
Boniface J but the pope dying within two months after, ti^ 
provifton was confirmed by Innocsint his facceiTor. Ri« 
CHAUD beitig at Bangor, was detained a prtfoner (it is thought 
by fomc of the Welch rebels) and prevented from vifiting hit 
new fee: and as the bull of coniirmation did not arrive, thei 
ftrchbijQiop of Canterbury felzed on the revenues of this bi-* 
ihoprick, and rsfitfed to deliver them to Richard's agents: 
pope Innocent dying in the interim, the biibop was obliged 
to apply to pope Gregory XII. before he was regularly tranf- 
lated. He took poifeffion of his fee at Lambeth, on the 2d 

* Thomas de Brinton was burled in St. Mary*s chapel, near bi« 
ihop TR2t.il. acK. Willi's MSS. 

f JoHtr s>i BoTTLcsHAM wM ^\uAtA Ok 4tfs avm eithelfaL Goo« 
WIN, edit. perRicuARDsoN, p* 533* aote* 

Of 
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of' May 140^. This biihop was a principal centributof t9 
the repairs of Frindibury church, near Rochefter ; he entirely 
glazed the windows, << where not long iince (fays Phil pot) 
" his portrait was to be feen.** He made his will the 17th 
6f O6lober 141 S, and died before the 28th of the fame 
month ♦. 

LV. JoHM Kbmp, doflor of laws, and archdeacon of Dur- 
ham, was deded by the monks, and confecrated biihop o£ 
this fee in September 1 41 9. He was a native of Wye b Kent, 
at which place he built and founded a college of priefts. He 
was tranflated to Chichefter, the 28th of February 1421, and 
[ fuccefiively filled the fees of London, York and Canterbury. 

LVI. John Lancdon, fub-prior of Chrift Church, Can* 
terbury, was advanced to the epifccfpal office by the pope, 
November 17th 1421, and confecrated on Trinity Sunday 
1422. He was bom in Kent, brought up at Oxford, admit- 
ted a monk of Chrift Church, Canterbury, in 1398, and com* 
menced bachelor of divinity in 1400. He was celebrated 
for his great learning, efpecially in hiHory and antiquities. 
He wrote a chronicle of England. He went to the council 
of Bafil in the begining of the Year 1434; one hundred 
pounds was allowed him to defray the ezpence of his journey. 
He died there on the 30th of September the fame year. 
His body is faid to have been brought to London, and t&ere 
interred. This biihop was a benefaflor to the new (tone 
Bridge at Rochefter ; but he was accufed of committing wafte 
on the eibtes of the fee. 

liVU. Thomas Bkown, do^or of laws, and dean of Salif- 
bury, was confecrated biftiop of Rochefler the ift of May 
I435t> at Canterbury 4and feut to fupply the place of his pre* 

^ Bi/hop Young was buried in St. Mary's ch|pe1, on the towCtt fide df 
(he cathedral, v»ith a quarblc ftonc over him* Willis's MSS* 
f Reglitrr ipfias* 

deceflbr 
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tLecelTor at tfa« council of Bafili where he greatly exerted hlin^ 
felf. He was declared biihop of Norwich, by the bkuli of 
pope EuGBMius, the 19th of September 1436* without foli*. 
citation. This bifhop augmented the vicarages of Kingldown 
and Wtlmiogton. 

LVni, WiLHAM WILLYS or Wells, abbot of York, 
was confecrated to this fee on Palm Sunday 1436. The' adit 
recorded during the adminiftratiou of this bifhop, in the regiHer 
which paiTes under his name, are a proof of his having paid 
great attention to the bufinefs of this diocefe ; but a perufal of 
them mull, at the fame time, convince us, that his mind was 
ftrongly tinflured with the prevailing fuperflitions of the age« 
For a monk to retain to his (eparate ufe any worldly goods, 
was, m his opinion, a Cpecies of idolatry; and therefore, when 
he vifited his priory, in order to deter the members of ic from 
being again guilty of fo heinous a crime, he enjoined, that 
whoever (hould be found> in his laft moments, poflefled of 
any pcrfonal property, ihould be denied the piivilege of bu-> 
rial among his brethren, and not be entitled to their obladona 
or their prayers. 

The day of the death of bifhop Willys has hithdto 
been a matter of doubt. Bifhop Godwyn afferts*, thoi^ 
without fpecifying hi^ authority, that this event happened 
March 2, 1443-4. But Mr. Wharton f has ihewn this 
cannot be true, becaufe the temporalities were fequeftered by 
order from the archbifhop of Canterbury, the twenty- fiztk 
day of February preceding, the fee being then vacant; and 
it appears from the confiftory adls of this diocefe, that he died 
at Trotterfcliffe two days before, H^ was ipterred in his own 
own cathedral, 

* DepneiUlf od. per Richards oy, p. 535* 
f AnolxaSaqilaii vol 1. p. 38«« 

LIX, John 
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LIX. JoMv LowE^ D. D. of Oxford, * mook imd pre- 
vlncial of tke order of St. Aj4gu^fie, wtts tranilated tiie fame 
year to the fee of Rod»efl«r, from St. Aikph, to vfhkh king 
HiNRY VI. Jbd ad^dnced him» on ftccoant of his great leam^ 
ing, and frequent zeal in preaching. He was bora in Wor- 
cefterlhire, and was early received into the college of Worcef- 
tcr. He was a friend to literature ; and, by his diligence, 
prcferjrcd feveral copies of the fathers from pcrifhing. He 
died September 30, 1467, and was buried in his own cathe- 
dral, near bifliop Me r ton. Biihop Lowe probably rebuilt 
(as has been before obferved) the palace at Rocheftcr* 

LX. T HO MA J ScoT» furnazoed RorafiHtiAM, from « 
town in Yorkihiic where he was bom, was the next bifliOp 
of this fee. He w»s educated at Kind's College, Cambridge, 
and was mafter gf Pembroke Hall. King Edward IV. 
rrhofQ chaplain ike was, gave Ikim she pfovoft^ip of B^erley { 
laade him keeper of the privy feal; and, in the year 1468, 
biihop of Roche^r : fxom hence, A. D. 1471, he was tranila- 
tcd to Lincoln. In 1474 iie was made lord chancellor, and 
afterwards fucceeded to the archbilhoprick of York. 

LXI. John Ai^cocic fbtceeded him ia-the fee of Rochefter. 
He was a very temperate and pious m&n,*bom at Beverley in 
Vark&iie, and cdncatedat Qam^dge. lis was fir^ dean of 
ihe kxng'js chapel, and mafter of the rolls, ond afterwards ad^ 
vaiiced to the. fee of Rochefter A. D. 1472, and tranilatcd to 
Woicefberin the year 1476, and from thence to Ely. 

ttXll, JoHM Rvss^L, D. D. archdeacon of Berkshire, was 
confecrated biihop of Rocheiier t^e z oth of SqpJiember 1476, 
]He was tutor to Edward prince of Wales^ and was ti;suUlatcd 
to Lincoln in the year 1480. 

LXni. Edmund Audx^ky, A.fi. of tl« ^eknt and no- 

Ue family of lord Avdley, and c^UMiof Xfidc;^-wjiSjConfe* 

crated 
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«r»tcd Bilhop of Rochcftcr, Oftobcr ift, the fame. year. He 
augmented the vicarage of St. Margaret, near this city, A. D. 
1483, and was tranflatcd to Hereford abont the middle of 
the year 1492. 

' LXrV. Thomas Savage, L. D. of Cambridge, cation of 
Yoric, and dean of the king's chapelj'Wcftminfter, vrzs appointed 
to the fee of Rochcftcr on the jd of Decerorbcr In the fame 
year by papal provilion, but was not confecrated before April 
1493, there was more of the courtier than bilhop in this pre- 
late. He was trs^flated to London October jj* 1496, and 
afterwards to York. 

LXV. Richard Pitzjames, S. T. P. vicar ^f Mmehead 
!« Somerietihire, warden of Merton college, Ojtford, and al- 
moner to king Henry VII. was elefted to this fee by the 
convent, and confecrated by arohbifliop Merton, on the 
2zd of May 1497. He was tranfhted to Chichefler A. D«- 
1504, and afterwards to London, 

LXVI. John Fisher, D. D. mafter of queen's college, 
Cambridge, and chancellor of that univerfity, was appointed 
by kirtg Henry VII. the next biihop of Rochefter, in the 
fame year. He was learned and pious, but a bigot to the 
church of I^ome. He aiTiflcd Henjiy VIII. in his book 
written againft Martin Luther, which book procured to 
die king, from the pope, the title of " Dcfenfpr fidei.*' 
He oppofed cardinal Wolsey in his. demand of money from 
the convocation, and refufed tp fign in favor of Henry*s 
marriage with Ann Bole in. He countenanced the maid of 
Kent in her impqfture. Fisher went to the council of JL^- 
leran in the beginning of the year i^iZf 

Henry VIII. being determined tp ft^tke pff the papal 
yoke, bifhop Fisher obflinat^ly refufed to acknowledge, the 
king's Supremacy in eccleiiaftic^ afiairs in. this realm, for: 
which he wasimprifoned ia the tower of London, April 21, 

X 1534. 
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I ^}4. Pope Pitn. ID. to i^ft^ tU hixiiiy of ddsHii (fiT? 
tiful fon, rtifed; htm to xbt dignilt^ of a cardinally ^wliich proved 
fatal to the {Mite: H<iirr beifi| etdpeftfTed at ihtpdpt*8 
countenancing his lebellious fubjed^; ordered judjgdtcnt to pro- 
ceed againft FiSHBRt and took off his head before the car- 
dinal^s Kat arrived. He was belieaded near the tower» the 
izi of June 1535 : his body was buried in BarJdng Church, 
tidndony and his head iet up on London bridge j his body was 
afterwards removed by Mrs. Ropbr to the tower chapel * *• 

XiXVlT. Jo^if ftiLs^r; D. D. ^ift nominated by the idng 
to this fee, within a few months after the execution of biihop 
FisBaa. Mr. WHAaToii aUedges thit he was iiot conic* 
crated before i $37 *i but the learned author nraft have been 
miftaken as to this point, fince the temporalities of the biihop* 
ikk were reftored to him, 06lober 4, i$35f. He had 
iludied at Cambridge, bat was admitted to the degree of Dr. 
of divinity at Oxford in 1^32; being probably at that timo 
prior of the Dominican friars in London. This prelate waa 
judged to be inclined t6 this refonhation ; and he certainly 
gave a mortal blow to the caufe of popery, when he ezpo« 
iedy in a fermon at St. Paul's crois, the fraudulent tricks prac* 
tSfed in the religious houfes with their images, and particularly 
the *' cruditstof Boxley k Kent,** commonly called the ** road 
** of grace." % ^t was, however, a sealous advocate for feme 
of the corrupt do&ines of the ehurch of Rome: this ap^ 
]^ears from hb defence of the facramoit of confirmation, which 
u printed at large by Mr. Strtfb, in his appendix to the 
iirift vdliu^eof his Ecctefiaftical memoirs }. Por a particular 
-accpunt of tliuB writings of BiAojp Hi lsey, I refer my readen 
to Tavnbx's Biblioth. BHtan. ^.404. He died A. D. 15384} 

* t See Athen. 6xon» voL t. p. 41* 

• Angl. Sacr. toI. i. p. 3S3. f ltTMtk> ttuL yti» ¥4* p. 551, 
X Boawar's fiift. Ref. vol. r. ft. 131. § IK^P. tji. 

II J«ini H11.SXY wis toriMt in bis 6wa catb^dial. Wabv, thm, ynl 
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LJCVIII. KicHbLAs He^th, p.J>. of CaabAJge, al- 
.moncr to Jdqg ^emjwt .VUI. wi^s .confccnted blihap <lf thif 
Cee April 4th» i j^o, /md was the £rft pirdaie of tbe new fonn* 
datlon. He held the reQorijCs of Shorelum tnd Oiff an JCent» 
in conuncndain wit^ l^s biijlioprick ; ,he lil^ewife had alicenc^ 
to enjoy the. fame priyilcge for five years ffter.his trax^adon 
to the piore valjiablc fee ofWorfcfter, 5vhichwas A.D. 1543 j 
^afterwards he bcci^ne arc)it>ilhop Qf Yorjr. 

LXIX. He^hy Holbeach, D. D. of C^brid^e, firjl 
prior, and afterwards dean of Worcefter, having, been confe-, 
crated fuffragan bifliop of Briftol A. D. ,1537, wm removefl 
to Rochelter, and confirmed June 18, 15^^. He held the 
reftory of Brpmfgrove, with the chapel of Norton in jVorcrefier, 
bycommendam. He was tranilated to.Lincoln in (be year 1 547. 

LXX. Nicholas Ridley^ D. D. of Pembroke Hall, 

Cambridge, fometime fellow of uniyerfity college,'. Oxford, 

afterwards mailer of Pembroke Hall aforefaid, prebendary of 

Canterbury and Weftminiler, vicar of Heam Hill in Kent, 

and of Sohaoi in C^ambridgelhire, was confecrated biihop of 

Rocheftcr the 4th of Sept^ber, ^547, i^d _ tranflated to 

jLondpn 12th of April 1550, Biihop Bonner being r^mov* 

cd from th^t fee at .the,tipic jthe churfh,fervi9ej\yas rpfoxxn^d. 

But Mary o.btajjning the. crown, . biihop, R id lb y, who h|d 

b^n a principal inftru^i^nt in the late refo^matipn 9f.|i)e 

<;hurch in the, re^gn of E d w a rd ^VI. foon , fell , a vidUm to 

,^apal ,V|engeance. He was a kamed ai^d zealous prelate, 

,and, to Qomplffat his fame, fca}ed tl^e, tryitjis of t|ie,bl0flcd 

gofpel contained in the prot(5ftant4o£ljrinc, wi|h tus blood. I|e 

was burnt alive at the fame ftake with eood old bifhop La- 

TiMER,the modern Polycarp, at Oxford, the f 6th of Oflober 

»5S5- 

LXXI. John Po^et, pr Poyn^t, D. D. fuccced^ Ijiijioj 
RiPLt y 'in.t;his/c€, ^ff^ Va?'»fWi^^ 

X 2 thf 
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the nth of May 1550, confccratcd at Lambeth chapel on 
the 29th of June, and the day followmg took pofTeflion of tht 
temporalities. He was a native of Kent, and finifhed his edu- 
catiorr in Queen** College, Cambridge. His extraordinary 
learning and merit recommended him to the notice of arch- 
bifhop CuArfMEB, who is faid to have confulted him frequent- 
ly in many pomts relating to religion *. This prelate had, 
according to Rymsr f,-. licence to hold, in commcndam with 
his biihoprick, the vicaragp of Afliford in Kent, the rcclories 
of To\vyn in Merionethfhire, and of St. Michael's, Crooked 
Lane, London, with the ninth llallin. the church of Canter- 
bury : about the time of his promotion, an order of council 
was madt,. that no bilhop fhould for the future be allowed 
commendams, excepting Mr. Poynetj and the reafon af- 
figned for this induljgence to him was, his having no houfe to 
dwell in J. He was tranflated to the fee of Winchcfter in 
March I55i> and on the acceffion of Queen Mary retired 
out of England, and died at Straihurgh ia Germany the i i^k 
•f April 1556. 

LXXIF. JoHK ScORY was appointed to this bifhoprick on 
the tranflatwn of Dr. Poynet: the letters patent for confer- 
ring this dignity upon him were dated April' z6, i55i» and 
Ke was confecrated Auguft 50th, the fame year §. He was 
made^ by archbifhop Crai^mer, one of the fix preachers in 
Canterbury cathedral ; and was probably, on account of his 
excellence in this part of his clerical office, appointed in Lent 
1551 to preach before the king. He was tranflated to the 
fee of Chichefl:er May the 23d 1552, and afterwards promoted 
to the fee of Hereford. He died June 26, 15 8*5. 

LXXIIL The bifhoprick of Rochefter continued vacant 
almoft three years after the removal of Dr. Scory to- Chi- 

^ See Stktfe's Memoirs of archbifhop Cranmsr, p. 411. 

f Feeder, vol. xv. p. 240. J Strype's Ecclef. Mem. vol. a. p. 5*4* 
> §. SrRTrE'^Mcmoin of archbilhdp Cra^msr; p* iiy. 
:. ^ - * cheftcTi 
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chcfter, but the 1 9th of March 1 554* a conge d*clire was grants 
ed to the dean and chapter, with a letter from queen Marv, 
iccommending Maurice Grtffith to be the fucccflbr of 
the late prelate ; and he was confirmed blfhop of Rochefter 
April the 8thy the fame year *. He was bom in Wales, and 
educated among the Domiiricans at Oxford, and was at the 
time of hft6 election archdeacon of this diocefe, a prebendaiy 
of the church, re£k>rof St. Magnus by London bridge, and of 
Southfleet in Kent, and chancellor and vicar general to the 
biihop : and there is reafon for believing that he had a liber- 
ty of retaining, moil of thefe benefices with his new prefer- 
ment. Fuller has, after his quaint manner, drawn his cha- 
rader in thefe words. ** His diocefe was but of fmali vxtentj 
" but that flock mull be very little indeed, out of which the 
" ravenous wolf cannot fetch fome prey for himfelf : Mor- 
" Ris t the bifhop played the tyrant:" and truly did he de- 
fcrvc thefe and many more equally fcvere terms of contempt 
and obloquy, fince the iires, whkh confumed the firft mar- 
tyrs to the proteftant caufe in that mcrcilefs rei^n, were kin- 
dled by his direction. Christopher Wade and Mar.- 
GBRY Polly were among thefe unhappy vidims of his bar* 
barouszeal; who in July 1555 patiently endured thb excru- 
ciating kind of death in the gravel pits near Daitford. . JoHft 
Harpole of Rochefter and Joan Beach of Tunbridge fufl 
fered likewife at the iUke by his orders on April ili 1556. 
This prelate and his chancellor alfo eagerly fought the life of 
William Wood, baker, at Scrood, but Fiovidence delivered 
him from their hands. About Midfummer 1555 the judges 

* RApfif's Acta VLfg. p. 445. According to Godwin he was confecnrt^ 
April the ift, and Le Neve aflerts the fame upon the authority of Rec. 
Cant, if fo, what Rap in ftyles the confirautian, was probably the writ 
for the reftitutlon of the temporalities. 

f F0LLBR*s Church Hift. b. VIII. p. iS. Mr.STRYPE writes hn 

name Griffvn, but likewife obfervci that he Wtt c^jBimonly c*Uc4 

^onES. EccteCMcao.T. 3. p. xi6» 

hell 



Keld the ifllses «t tlie.biihopls.pibuReiii ^ecollcge .y»rd. !I9ic 
«ourt ws^ helj ill ^jttt^ before the^pfl^ejrand.asihe fosdEm 
was very wani^, Ae.jSiilof.a fliip yrBSj^en^-ftomibc w^ll, 
to fcreen tl^em from the fun bam. ^t cl^^ tiioc Jo|iii ^bjmj- 
MELL» filhcrman, .andJoi|jiBiwii,Ry,.jglQTwr, bptji ofrSrrood, 
iwiere brought before the ^imi.wd.aocufeJ'^jf p«g|«ftiftgto 
attend the public fervicepf the churchy 4|n4par;i^Qiarl7of.jioc 
appearing at mafs: but» while the,a^r.was depending* the 
wind aipfe^and obtained fuch power o^^r t)iQfail aa ^o.puUdown 
part of the wall to whith it(iv;a4faflenedj,a|id'hurt.fome per- 
fons who were on the benchy^upon which the jud^^s^aipfe^aQd 
departed^ and the men.were fet.at lib^r^* 

Many perfons are. fald to ;. Have befn carried off in. the. year 
1559 by a pefUlentjal fever and .quartan. ague, .diHempers 
which then raged in different r^arta of i England, 4Uid feized 
thofe molUy who were ,adM«;u€ed M life ; .and it is remarked 
by Mr. • Co l t ; er -*, ,as , an •. ^ztJ^aGrdinary . circmni^ce, that 
thirteen biihops died .wit^n Vjiyelye.jn^Qnths. One jxf t^is 
number was biih^p G&yfpit.]^> >whoo4i<ld on the .20th .of 
Navembpr, having. furvived. only. :(hree days his. cruel and 
1»igotted .fovereign, and was interred /lyith ^ireat jpomp iaiiis 
parifli church. pf St. , Magiatts, on j^e ,3j^..of the. fame 
month, t 

*: Eoclef. hlft. vol. 2. Pr.405. 

'' f EDjfVMn A|.t(air9:B4D..v«&iiMainat»d to the Mfhoprick of Ro- 
chefter, foon after the death vTGry ffith. He vis a. native.of Norfolk. 
Btfing a finn proteftaAty upon the fucceffioa of Qgeea Elizabeth^ he wat 
appointed one of , her chaplaiasy.aad had the honor of jnceiving from her 
tnajefty a commiffioa to ,t£t as her ambaflador, butat.y^hatcQarti«iioc 
mentioned; bat he died before his c^nfecntioni. a^d n^as borifd Ai»gvfr 
30th| I559> in the church of St. Thomas the Apo^le, in London. Mr. Al- 
LEV is generally allowed to have been a man of abilities, and of great 
juudition ;. md -^ kti mu ithe hiibap JtkSt aC this lecy I. thought it not 

IXXW. Thi 



LXXIV. Thf next confeoratc* prekte of th« dieted of 
Rocheftcr, wm i)r. Edmund Ghbait,- feme time fellow rf 
£ing*8 college, Cambridge confccfatcd March 3fc4 1559, a&4 
made almoner to Qo^cn Eli«abeth at the iamc time. He 
tcld the archdeaconry of Canterbury and reftory of Cliff iii 
commeridam with this fee, and was one of the porfons em* 
ployed in reviewing the liturgy in the year 1 559* This pre- 
fate was tranflated to Salifbury X4th Deeember, 1571, a&4 
died 40th February 1578. 

tlCX^. Edmithd Frbake, I>. D. dean of Salifturyi was* 
consecrated biihof of Rochefter on the 1 3th> and eiiCHroned in 
perfoh on the szd of March 1 571 , He was great ahhoner to 
Queen £lizabbth i and held the re^ory of Purielgh, lar 
ElTez, and the archdeaconry of Canterbury in commendam. 
He was tranflated to Norwich in 15769 and aftemards to 
Worce^er. He died ih ilarch i$9iy and was buried in thtt 
cathedral, where a fumptuous monument is cre^ed to his m^* 
diory. He bore the charader of a pioia, learned, and gravQ 
divine, and was a aealbus alTertor of the difcipUne of dl* 
churelu 

LXXVI. John Fiers, t>* D. waseleded bifhop of diis fee^ 

Ajpiti kdth, 1 576, confirmed the 14th of the fame ai»onth, aii4 

cf6Afecrabed the next day at Lambeth. This prehite was £rft 

a ftllow of ^lagdalen College, Oxford, and eledled May sjd^^ 

1 5 70, mafter of ialiol College in that univerfity . On 06lobep 

4th, 1567, he had been appointed dean of Chefteri and theft 

^Veo Taft preferments, it is likely, he refigned i^pon his being 

adjxiitted to the deanery of Chrift Church, Fatonry 28th, 

1576-1. 'lliis ftation Ixn alfo quitted wfaea^ he was raifed to 

the lee of kochefter, In« letter written to the lofft tmfurer, 

loiEcrtiifg thatl>r. Jambs might be the new dean, that learned 

Ibciety extol the humanity, liberality, and beneficence of their 

govexnor, who was to be removad^^ppomihcm, 8«4 tcftjntdtha^ 

M 
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kc waj learned himfclf, and had been the inftrument of the 
progrefs of good learning in their houfe. This bifhop held, in 
commendam with this fee, the deanery of Salifbury ; in which 
preferment, as well as in this diocefe, he had fuccceded Dr. 
Frbake ; and had alfo a licence of plurality for Lalngdon, in 
the diocefe of London, and for Fillingham in that of Lincoln. 
He was likewifc, as well as his predeceflbr, great almoner to 
Queen Elizabeth, which office he enjdyed many yean, 
being in high cfteem with her majefty ; and it is Fuller's re- 
mark, that he muft have been a wife and good ;na;i^ whom 
that thrifty princcfs would intruft with diftributSng her mo- 
ney *. He was tranflated to Salifbury A. D. 1577, and to 
the archbifhoprick of York, A. D. 1588, and, dying Scpr 
tember 28, 1594, was buried in that cathedral. 

LXXVIL John Yonce,D. D. (fo fpelt on his tomb-ftonc) 
was nominated to this diocefe by the queen, on the tranflation 
of Dr.^ Piers. The conge d'clirc was dated January 29th, 
and he was elefted February 18, 1 577 ; on the 1 5th of March 
following he was confirmed, and on the 16th of the fame 
montli was confecrated at Lambeth. The re^ory of Sf . Mar- 
garet, New Fifh-Street, London, of which city Dr. Vonce 
was a native, was probably the firft ecclefia^ical benefice he 
enjoyed; and he was afterwards collated to the living of St. 
Giles, Cripplegate, I believe, by bifhop Gil in da l, whofe cliap- 
lain he was for feveral years, A. D. 1564, when this prelate 
was admitted to his degree of do^or of divinity at Cambridge, 
by proxy. Dr. Yonge preached for him the latin fermon at 
the commencement ; t and the matterfhip of Pembroke-hall 
in that univerfity being vacant in 1 567, by the refignation of 
Dr.WHiTGi PT, the fellows of that fociety elefled him into that 
office on the recommendation of his right reverend patron^ 



* ChurchHIft. BooklX. p.223. 

f ^TKXJtii*^ liCe of auchbiihop-GRiNPAL^p. 319^ 
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who, as he highly valued him for his piety and learning, after- 
wards preferred him to a ftall in the church of Southwell. In 
the year 1581, AirLMER,bifhop of London, was very defirous 
to have him removed to Norwich ; and the reafon affigned by 
that aftive prelate for this requeft is thus exprefled in a letter 
to lord Burleigh ; that bilhop Yonge " was for his quick- 
" nefs in government, and his readinefs in learning, the iitteft 
** man for that diocefe that he knew, and efpecially to bridle 
** innovaters, not by authority only, but alfo by weight of ar- 
** guments *.'* This tranllation never took place j and the 
bilhop of Rocheller, in not confenting to it, feems to have given 
offence to the treafurer ; his lordihip's plea, however, for his 
refufal, was, that he mull have acquiefced in thei- outrageous 
fpoils that had been made of the revenues of the fee of Nor- 
wich t. I^r- YoNGE had a difpenfation to hold in cpmmen- 
dam, with the biihoprick of Rocheftcr, the benefices of St. 
Muge and Wouldan, a prebend in Weftniinfter-abbey, and 
one in the church of Southwell J ; but he was not permitted to 
enjoy them quietly : for a complaint was carried to lord 
Burleigh of the extreme penurioufnefs of the bifhop, with a 
view poflibly of fpiriting up the treafurer, who was before dif- 
fatisfied with his behaviour, tp^ deprive him of fome of thcfe 
preferments. As that minifter paid an attention to thefe ill- 
natured reports^ our prelate thought it neceffary to wipe off* 
thefc afperfions on his character : in a letter, therefore, to the 
noble lord, he clearly proved, frpm a fair reprefentation of his. 
receipts and difburfemcnts, that the ftories propagated of his 
avarice and want of hofpitality were grpundlefs and malicious ; 
fince he had for a long time confumed very near three out of 
fbnr parts of his yearly income in meat and drink only, whereJis 

* Strype's Life of Bilhop Aylmer, p» 90. 
f Strype's Annals, Yol. 4. p. 226. 
X IW«U vol. z, p. 53^ 
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it was^tn the opinion of ibmc, a want of trnc oeconomy to ex- 
j^end more than one third part in thefe articles of houfe- 
keeping *• 

AccoKDiirG to the valuation delivered in, tEe annual rcvcmie 
0f thisTee, clear of all tenths and fubfidiesy did noe, in the year 
1595, exceed' two hundred and twenty pounds, the dignity 
therefore of this high ftatioit eould not be fupported without 
fome additional prtfenncnts : and perhaps it has not efcaped 
Ae obftrvation of fevcral of my readers, that the bHUops of 
Rochefter have held in. commendam at leafl two parochial 
benefices ^ fb^ far thereibraas the praAice can be juAi£ed by 
precedent, a late inHance of a fimilar 16nd may be defended. 
And indeed from^a petition preftnted to Queen Elisabeth^ 
A. D. I5;59>> by archbifhop Parker, and many others of bis 
right raverend brethren^, for the unidng of the redtory of 
CliBT to the fee of Rocheiter f, it appears,, that thefe prelates 
did not tidnlt thefe preferments incompatible. He died at 
Bromley, April icth 1605, in the 7 id year of his q;je, and 
was buried ia the chancel of that chnrclv}. 

LXXYIII. WfXLiAir Barxow, I^. B. fhceeeded biOiop 
YoNOB in this fee, being elected to it May 23d, 160^. He 
was confirmed Jun« 27th, oonfixratedv the 30th of the fame, 
month, and enthroned July 2 j;th' following. He was bom at 
Barlow i» Laaoafhlre, and- appears ta have been a fellow of 

* SuTTPi^ Ann&ls, ▼D£4.'p.2'25* 

•|- IbU. ToL r. jn^S. The aim of aiehbKhop LAtn^ ipu tobave fiicciiresy 
if poffible, annexed as pei|»etual commendams to the fmall bUhoprkki, 
vKich he efTeAed fbr Brift«I,Peterboro«gh, St. Afaph^ Chefter^aad Oxft>id* 
Siognphical DiaioMry^ uadcr tile aftkfe Lav d^ 

\ For a more particular account of this Bifliop and his writiagsy the 
itader is referred to Wood's Alhta..QMB» sad SvavFft's Ule of amh^ 
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Trimty.lull, Cambridge. I& was chaplain to Qoeen Eltsji* 
AETHy and alfo to archbifhpp Writgipt, with whom ht 
«emaiaed till that prelate's«death i his Grace 'Coliated him to the 
re€tory of St. Duxiitan's in the eail, and he occurs lik^wife ft 
prebe&daiy of St. Paul's. He was inMled ptebendaiy of 
Weflminfter December 3d, 1601 ; «n June loth, 1602, deatt 
^f Chefter; uid as Mr. John Winter, the perfon whom he 
fueceeded in the Seventh ftall hi Canterbury, died Jaauaiy yth^ 
1 605, he was probably n(nninated to that canonry the beginning 
of that year. Bi&iop Ear low prefided over this diocefe very 
near thjce years, being elc^lcd to the fee of Lincoln May 21, 
1 60S, and died faddenlyat his palace of Buckden, September 
7th, 16x3. This prelate was an excellent and a learned 
preacher, and was, when dean of Cheiler, employed by arch- 
tbiihop Whitgift to write an .authentic relation of the fa- 
mous con&rence held at Hampton-court, -January 14, 16039 
and the two following days, bcfort King James. He waa 
likewife* the «uthor of ieveral other bod3cs, of whioh the reader 
will find an account in Woojoi's Ath. Oxon. 

LXXrX. Richard Neil*, D. D. of St. Johif« College, 
Cambridge, was confecrated biihop of Rocheiler, 06lober 9, 
i6o8, and held the deanery of Weftminfter in commendam. 
This prelate was traaflated to the fee of Litchfield and Coven- 
try, and afterwards removed to the archbiihoprick of York. 
The reader may fee a farther account of this biihop in the 
hiflory of Wcftminfter-abbey, by Mr. Widmors, p. 147. 

LXXX. John 6uck£R1dge, D. T>. Was tUBxd biihop <lt 
4his diocefe, December 29, 16 10, but not confirmed untM 
June 8, 161 1 j the reafbh of this delay is not fpedfied. He re- 
'ceived the firft rudiments of his learning at Merchant Tayloi^s 
'fehool, and-wascledled from thence to St. John's college in 
Oxford, A. P. 1573, where he became fcllow,and was chofen 

T 2 pnefident 
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prefidcnt of that (bciety June 18, i6oj. He appears to have 
been pofTefled of the following preferments ; of the redlories of 
Tambridgc in Eflcx, and of North Kil worth in Leicefterfhire, 
of a canonry in the church of Hereford, of the vicarage of 
St. Giles Cripplegate, of the archdeaconry of Northampton, 
and of a canonry of Windfor, How many of thefe prefer- 
ments he enjoyed at the fame time, and which of them he 
held in commendam with this bifhoprick, I cannot determine. 
He was tranflated from hence to Ely July 15, 1628, died 
May 23, 1631, and was buried the 31ft of that month, in the 
parifh church of Bromley in this county. There is no in- 
fcription over his grave ; but from a table of gifts, fixed on the 
wall . of that church, it appears that he bequeathed twenty 
pounds to the poor of that parifli*. He was alfo a benefaAor 
to St. John's college in Oxford, to which fociety Mr. Ar- 
thurBuckeridgb pre fented a pift ure of hia right reverend 
anceflor, which hangs in their common hall f , 

Thi charafter of this prelate is thus drawn by bifliop God- 
win. " That he, as well by writing as by preaching, fe- 
** duloafly maintained the truth of the gofpel ; and that he 
** had not long fince publifhed a book againll the power of the 
** pope in temporal ^natters, which could his predecclTor 
" biftiop Fisher have perufed, he never would have lojft hi« 
** life in defence of a dodrine fo nptorioufly falfe. That 
** jhere was then a John bifhcp of Rochefter to oppofe to 
*' another Johw prelate of the fame fee, a Buckeridge to a 
*? Fisher; that tlie arguments urged by the former were fo 
** clear, and fo fatisfaftory, that they could not be anfwered 
*« by a thoufand Fis hers." For a more circumftantial account 
of the characler and writings of biihop Buckeridge, the rea- 
der is referred to Wood's Athpn. Oxon. voL i. p. 557, sp^d 
E c H A R d's Hillory of England, p. 45 1 . 

* REoiST.Rorr p. 814. f Rawlinson** Antiq. of Rochdfter, pw 92. 
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LXXXI. Walter Curle, D. D. was promoted to the 
fee of Rochefter on the tranflation of Dr. Buckeridge. He 
was born at Hatfield ; was fellow of Peter Houfc in Cam- 
bridge ; and appears to have been vicar of Plumfted, in the 
diocefe of Rochefter, A. D, 1608, which benefice, however, 
he refigned that year, probably on his being prefcnted to 
she reftory of Bemerton in Wilts, or of Mildenhalc in Suf- 
folk, of both which parifties he is faid to have been incum- 
bent. The dignities he enjoyed in the church, previous to 
his being feated on the epifcopal bench, were the prebends 
of Lyme and Haftock in the cathedral of Sarum, which he 
afterwards held in commendam with the biihc^rick of Ro- 
chefter, and the deanery of Litchfield, in which prefennent 
he was inftalled March 24, 1620, being, I believe, at that 
time, chaplain to king James. A. D. 1629 he was tranfla- 
ted to the fee of Bath and Wells, and November 16, 1632, 
confirmed bifhop of Winchefter. An excellent character is 
deJivdrcd down to us of this prelate : that, as a parilh mini- 
fter, he was holy in his converfation, and endeavoured, as far 
as was in his power, to remedy the diforders of thofe com- 
mitted to his charge ; that he was likewife charitable and hof- 
pitable, and made it his conftant employment to compofe 
differences among his neighbours, and gained many diflen- 
ters to the church by his wife difcourfes, and the mildnefs 
of his behaviour. No greater proof need be brought of his 
having exercifed the authority of a bifhop with juftice and 
moderation, than that the leaders of the popular faftion, who 
hated his funftion, ofi^ered no rudenefs or incivility to his 
perfon, though he had been very zealous in the royal caufe, 
and remarkably adlive during the fiege of Winchefter; 
thefe zealots, however, deprived him of his ccclcfiafUcal 
preferments ; and he refufing to take the covenant, was not 
allowed to compound for his private eftate. He muft there- 
fore have been reduced to great ftraits before his death, which 

happened 
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ImppcMd «t Subb«ft(m in Hamp(hire> zhcmt Ae j^nr 1650W 
An «cc<tont of the life of this prelate was pubUihed in Lon^ 
don, Svo. 171 2> in which he is mentioned «s fl^!n^>ncr tm 
king Charles L 

LXXXn. John Bowies, D. D. formeily afeflowofTiini- 
ty college, Cambridge, and who had in July 1620 been ia« 
Hailed dean of Saliibury, was, on the tranflation of Dr.. Curls^ 
eleded biihop of this fee, and confecrated February jth, i629. 
He died OAober 9« 1 63 7, and was buried in St. Paul's cathedral. 
The return made by ai«:hbiihop Laud to king Charlbs L 
of the date of this diocefe, in the year 1634, implysa ceo. 
Cure of this prelate for his remiiTnefs in the difcharge of ius 
epifcopal office ; for his Grace informs the king, that he found 
the town of Mailing and that whole deanery very muck ouit 
of order ; he adds, however, that he, by the lord bilhop'« 
command, had fettled them *. 

LXXXm. John Warn«ii, D. D. was the fucccflbr of Dr. 
BowLE, being eled^ed biihop of this fee, November 13, 1637. 
He was confirmed January nth following; confecrated on 
the 14th; inilalled, by proxy, on the lift of the fame 
^onth; and had, the day after, reftitutio|i of the tempora- 
lities. It is probable that he was born in the parilh of S(. 
dement Danes^ in London; but it is certain that in the 
year i $99, being then fizteen years of age, he was entered 
»■ member of Magdalen college in Oxford, and became af- 
JCerwards a fellow of that ibciety. The firft ecdeiiaftical pre- 
ferment he feems to have pofleifed, was the re^ory of St. 
Mlchaefs,. Crooked Lane, in London, to which he was ad- 
mitted June 17, 1 61 4, as he was to that of St. Dioais, Back* 



"* See CoLt.1 er's Ecclef. Hift. vol i. p. 762. See alfo Woom, Adu^ 
Oxon. voL u Fafti p. aoo^ ios aA accouAt «f the writtogs oC bUhqf 
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cKur^» September 26, 162;. Archbilhop Abbot conatedhhki 
to the firft ftall in the cathedral of Canterbury f about the lat- 
ter end of the year 161 6, and in 1633 he was nominated t# 
tl^e deanery of Litchfield. 

Bishop Warner is pronoanced by an hHlorkn of his ag^ 
to have been a very able as well as zealous defender of the 
ecclefialHcal conilitutbn of this country, at a period when 
the moft violent attacks againft it unhappUy prevailed : and 
there is fnfficient evidence to prove his meriting this charadler» 
So high was the opinion his rigjbt reverend brethren enter- 
tained of his judgment and affiduity ;{:, that when they weri^ 
mpeached by the houfe of commons for an attempt to efta* 
blifh a body of canons without the authority of parliament, 
he was the prelate unanimoufly fixed on to folicit the affiflance 
of council, who would have fpirit enough to fhew,that though 
the condudl of the bilhops migjit not have been ftridUy jufHfi-i 
able, yet that their offence was not of fb heinous a nature as 
to fubjcdl them to a prcmunirc^ which was the point aimed 

f Mr* Battelt, in hii Antiq. of Canterbury, p-ii.p^i24, has not 
nentioned the date of Mr. Warner's being admitted to this^ pt^rment r 
but I fuppofe it to be about the time inferted in the text, becai»ie Hekrt 
Airy, who^ according to Mr. Battkly, was kit immediate prtdeccflbr ia 
this ttaH, and who probably was alfo provoft of Queen's college in Qxforc^ 
died October 10^ i6i6» 

X A circnmftance related by Wfhop Burwkt concerning cwr prelate, j» 
a very ftreng proof ofthe confidence repofcd in him by archbiihop Laud s 
for that unfbrtvnate eccleftaftic, apprehenlive of cohfequences which might 
cnfue from the impeachment brought againft him, on its being delivered 
at the bar of the loids, cntrufted bifhop Warkir witK the keya of hia 
clo/es, that he might dcftroy or put out of the way aU papers that might 
either hurt kimiklf or any body elfe. Among the writings thus removed^ 
k is believed the ori|pnal Magna Cbarta, paflH by king Johk, ia the Mead 
near Stanes, was one; which bifhop Burnet fays was afteivards f(iiin<l 
•saong bifhop Warnxe's papers, and which coL Lsi pnlented to htm s 
but he adds, that ofthe cfBYeyance there is nothing but conjeaure. Hift. 
^hiii^Wtttinici, vol,i.p. 3a, Sc€»lforwLfcaR'8Cb.Hift.b.w»p. 183, 
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itty the commons. Mr: Fuller has likcwife remarked, 
that our prelate was the latt bifliop who exerted the power* 
of his eloquence, to prefervc to his order their ancient right 
of fitting in parliament §. 

Not long before the death of Charles I. biihop Warnbri 
at the command of the king, wrote a treatife againft the ordi- 
nance for the fale of church lands, which was printed in the years 
1646 and 1648, in quarto : and he afterwards publiftied feveral 
fermons, at his own no fmall hazard, againil the murder of 
his fovereign. f But neither his lordihip's learned arguments, 
nor his difcourfes, availed any thing at a time when juiUce, 
equity, and reafon, were obliged to fubmit to force : for he and 
his brethren were defpoiled not only of their fpiritual revenues, 
butfuffered in their temporal property, and his royal mafter 
fell a lacrifice to the mercUefs rage of fome of his enthufiaftic 
fubjcds. 

As bifliop Warner was one of the nine prelates who lived 
to fee the re-eftablifliment of the ancient church polity, he 
was of courfe employed in the Savoy conference ; and Mr. 
Baxter would infinuate that he was rather indifferent about 
the joints difcufTed in that aifembly, for he fays he was only 
once or twice there, and never, as he heard, interfered; but furely 
no unprejudiced perfon can be furprized that a clergyman, 
who was more than fourfcore years of age, fliould not be con- 
ftant in his attendance on public bulincfs, and not very for- 
ward to aiTume an adUve part. 

This prelate, as far as I can difcover, never held any prefer- 
ment in commendam with this fee, nor did he want an addi* 



§ Church Hift. b. 11. p. 194. 

f See Biograph. Britacn. p. 4I59^ Sec. {t6 UkewiCc in this ufeful work 
nn account of fomc other learned perfennanoes of this biihop. 
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tional benefice, fince he feems to have enjoyed a very vnnplt 
fortune, and though he made a moll excellent ufe of it, he 
could not efcape detraftion from thofc who were enemies to 
his fundlion : for they accufed him of exceffive covetioufncis. 
Of tlic injuftice and malice of this imputation he fully con- 
vinced a fri«nd, who had freely communicated to him the 
cenfures of the world, by ftiewing a lift of ncceffitous clergy- 
men ejcfted from their preferments, among whom hie had 
diftributed eight thoufand pounds *; and indeed very few in- 
ftances are to be met with of pcrfons who have devoted fuch 
large fums of money to pious and charitable ufes. He in his 
life time expended five hundred pounds in making and re- 
Kiaking, as his will exprelfes it, that beautiful and elegaut font 
which is Hill to be feen in the nave of Canterbury cathedral, 
and he bequeathed to that dean and chapter five hundred 
pounds more to be bellowed in books for their late eredled li- 
brary t. A gift and a legacy towards the repair of his own 
cathedral amounted to one thoufand pounds, and, in his will, 
be added fifty pounds to a former bencfa<Stion of the like 
fum to the church of St. Paul. He had before his death 
prefentcd Magdalen College, Oxford, vviUi one thoufand three 
hundred pounds for books, and he left to that fociety fifty 
pounds more to be applied to the fame ufe. Four fcholarlhips, 

* Sfe Biftiop Kennet's life of Mr.SoMNER, prefixed to that author*! 
treatifc of Gavelkind, p. 112. 

•f- Biihop Kennet, in the werk before referred to, has made a material 
UiiHake with regard |to this laft legacy, in aflertiAg that it was left to the 
dean and -chapter of Rochcdcr; and the learned editor of Godwin de pnefuU 
and indeed every other perfon that has taken notice of biihop Warner's 
bencfaftions, copying, I fuppofe, from biihop K. have propagated the er- 
ror. But the words inferted in the text are tranfcribed from the will. It 
•was requifitc to clear up this point, in order to obviate any refleftion that 
might be caft upon the governing members of this church for having but a 
fmall colle^ion of books, tbough they had received more than » century 
acgo fo large a bequeft for the increafe of their library. 

Z with 



[ 170 ] 

within allowance of tweaty pounds to each, were founded in 
Btliol college, 'for young perfons born in Scotland; and the 
hiHiop's defigUj in this infUtution, was, as is fuggefted by a 
learned writer, to preferve in North Britain a fucceflion of 
clergymen well affcfted to the epifcopacy of the church of 
England. Hislordfhip (hewed alfo his regard to the parochial 
nainiiters of his own diocefe, by bequeathing two thoufan^ 
pounds for purchafmg impropriations towards the augmenta- 
tion of the fmalleft vicarages in it. 

But the mod honorable memorial entailed on the name of 
bilhop Warner, is his munificent foundation for the fup- 
port of twenty relifts of loyal and orthodox clergymen. This 
prelate direftcd his executors to raife out of his perfbnal 
eftate a building proper for their reception and he charged 
his manor of Swayton with an annual payment of four 
hundred and fifty pounds, of which fum every widow was 
to receive yearly twenty pounds ; and the remaining fifty 
pounds were for a ftipend to the chaplain, who was al* 
ways to be appointed from his own college. The bifhop 
had alfo exprefTed a defire that this hofpital ihould be fixed as 
near as conveniently might be to the cathedral of Rocheftcr i 
hut there being a neceffity for applying to the legiflature for 
an explanation of fomc parts of the will which were rather 
obfcure, and of others not quite practicable, the executors ob- 
tained ieav|» to build upon any other fpot within the diocefe 
that they thought proper. The only reafon mentioned in the 
«fl of parliament for the alteration, is, that not any heidthfiil or 
convenient place could be found for the purpofe near the ca- 
thedral *. This hofpital or alms-houfe was accordingly built 

* Thepcrfcn who ptnncd this petition fcems, as well as Erafmus, to have 
Ibrmtd a moft tremendQus notion of the unwholcfomenefs of this place, 
flfoin its ▼icinity to the iea. It is proper, therefore,, to inform my readeRi 
that thefe prejudices are gicouadids, and t^ aflbie them that this is a veiy 
lieakhj ipfiti 
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near Bromley In Kent, and has ever fince been known by the 
name of Bromley college. There was, however, a defed (if • 
that word can be decently ufed in the account of fo noble ah 
inftitution) in the bifhop's original plan ; for by a claufe of 
his lordfliip's will, fo much was to be rcferved out of the wU 
dows exhibitions, as would be neceiTary to keep the building 
in good repair, which muft, in general, have been a larger 
drawback upon their fmall income than they could well fuftain 
the parliament, therefore, in order to prevent the defalcation, 
charged, mofl certainly with the confent and approbation of 
the heir at law, the faid manor of Swayton with the addi- 
tional fum of five pounds for repairs : and as this fund was 
thought to be too fcanty for the maintenance of fo large a . 
building, lord chief juflice Br id cm an, who was an executor, 
immediately gave to it two hundred pounds, with which the 
truftees purchafed a fee farm rent of ten pounds : but as this 
revenxie is very infufficicnt for the purpofe, the trullecs have at 
times been much ejnbarralTed how to preferve the college in a 
decent and fubftantial ftate, and were, near forty years ago, un- 
der a neceffity of foliciting voluntary contributions towards it 
from the clergy of the diocefc, and of the churches of the pe- 
culiar jurifdidlion of Shoreham. The incumbents of thefe pa- 
rifhes were more efpecially called upon to defray this expence, 
becaufe their ,widows if in want of fuch a charity would have 
the preference. The kindnefs of benefaflors have, hitherto, 
made a fecond application of this nature needlefs, and in the lift 
of thofc well-difpofed perfons, Mr. archdeacon Plume, arch- 
biihop Tenison, Joseph Wilcocks, efquire, the fon of 
the late bifhop of this diocefe, and Mrs. Wolfe, the mother 
of the truly heroic and patriotic general of that name, ought 
not to pafs unnoticed. * 

<^ Mrs. Street late of Dartford in Kent, bequeathed three hundred^ 
pounds to Bromley College ; bnt the good intentions of the tcftatrir haro^ 
been unhappily de^<d by her haarim^ £msi iAadvateBcyy chjsgdl:tihtf 
legacy oa .*' a real eftate. " 

a % But 
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But, next to the founder of this charitable eftabliihmenty 
the widows, who are and Ihall be elefted to partake of the fruita 
of it, are more particularly indebted to that moft worthy and 
beneficent gentleman the reverend Mr. William Hethe- 
RiNGTON, of Northcray in this county; who not long 
fincc fettled upon them a fund of two thoulknd pounds, the 
intercft of which is to be applied every winter in providing 
them with two articles of life that are more efTentially nc- 
ceflkry in that inclement and dark feafon of the year* 

A grateful regard to the memory of bilhop Warner, and to 
Aofe generous perfbns who have forwarded his laudable 
fcheme, prompted me to lay before my readers this circumflan- 
tial account of the charity ; nor will I difown that the hope of 
exciting- others to imitate their examples was a motive for en- 
larging on this fubjeft. The infcription on the tomb of Wal- 
ter DE Mertqn implies, as has been remarked, that the 
learned focicty founded at Oxford, by that eminent ccclefiaftic 
was a model of every other college ; and it is, I believe>- 
ftri6Uy true, that this charitable inllitution of a prelate, who> 
at the dillance of almofl: four hundred years, fuccecded him in 
the fame fee, and whofe remains are depofited in the fame 
quarter of the church, was the firil of the kind not only in 
England, but perhaps in Europe, With a view of en- 
couraging fo beneficent a defign, the a£l of parliament for fct- 
tcling the charitable ufes devifed by bifhop Warner granted a 
power to all pcrfon or perfons, &c. to build, with the confent 
of the truflecs, additional apartments to Bromley college, and 
to allot lands for the maintenance of thefe new inhabitants, fo 
as that the fum for each widow fhall not exceed twenty pounds 
per year : no increafe has, indeed, been made in eonfequence 
of this permiffion : but the bifhop's plan has, however, been 
followed in other diocefes. At Winchefler and at Salifbory 
t^re are endawments of a iinilar n^ture^ but with a fmaller 

dlowaiic^^ 
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allowance; the one founded by bifhop Morlet, the other by 
bilhop Ward. 

The learned prelate, who is the fubjed of this article, waf 
nominal bifhop of this fee for twenty-nine years; but he was 
not fuffered to difcharge the duties of it, nor to receive its re- 
venues, or much the greater part of that time. He arrived at 
an advanced age, dying at his palace at Bromley, October 
14th, 1666, in his 86th year. His lordfhip defired to have 
his body interred in the cathedral of Rochcfler, and a grave- 
flone to be laid over his remains with no other infcriptioQ 
than" Hie jacct cidaver Johannis Warneri, totos annos 
XXIX. epifcopi Roffen. in fpem refurredionis." In this inliance^ 
however, and in this only, his executors did not comply with 
his rcqueH. For, from the moft commendable motives, they 
crefted in Merton chapel a monument to his memory, with 
an epitaph too long to be here inferted, but which the reader 
will £nd in the Kegist. Rofpen. and in Rawlinson's An- 
tiquities of this church. Bifhop Warner was the only 
prelate from bifhop Low e to this prefent time, who has beea 
buried in this cathedral *, LXXXIV. 

. * Of eighty-nine prelates raifed ta this fee, I cannot difcover the names 
«f more than twenty-three whoT.' remains are depofited in this church; oi 
thefc the monuments of four only can be fixed with any degree of certainty^ 
Tiz. Merton, Bkadfield, L»we, and Warner. A much fewer 
number in proportion (being only three, Tiz. Lowe, Hilsey and War- 
ner) have been buried here for the laft three hundred years,, than in all 
the time which had beiore paiTed from the foundation of the church. 
This may be attributed |o the fallowing caufesj —that, during this 
ipore early period, but four were tranllated to other bifhopricks, whereas 
from Lowe to Sp RAT T there were only fix who died poflefled of this 
fmall diocefe; that the four laft bijhops, Spratt, Atterbwry, 
Bradford andWiLcocKS, holding the deanery of Weftminfter, hk 
conxmendam with this fee, they and their friends might, on that account, 
have given a preference to Weftminfter-ahbey, and that no bifhop iinco 
the reformation, as far as I can learn, has refided lor any confiderable 
time at Rochefter or Hailing, but at Bromley. The fame reafon may 
>c afTigncdwhy no archbilhop fiactt cardinal Pole has been interred in 

Canterburjr 
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LXXXiV. Dr. JaM» Dolbek was eleaed biffiop of this fee 
Nov. 13, 1666, after being confirmed in king He Nit Y VII's 
chapel at Weftminfter Nov. 2?d, was confecrated at Lam- 
beth the 25th. He wis defcendcd from an ancient fa- 
mily in North-Wales, bom at Stanwick in Northamptonfhire, 
educated at Weftminfter fchool, and at Chrift Church College 
in Oxford. The parliamentary vifitors deprived him of his 
iladentlhip in this fociety; nor probably did he exped any 
favor from thefc pretended regulators, fince, on the break- 
ing out of the civil war, he had ferved as cnfign in the king's 
•nay at the battle of Marfton-Moor, and had been wounded in 
tlic defence of York; for which wound he was obliged to keep 
his bed twelve months afterwards. 

He entered into orders A. D. 1656, and afiilbed Mr. (after, 
wards biihop) Fell, in keeping the ferwc of the church of 
England during thofe turbulent and perilous timei. When king 

C^nter^ury cathedriL Mr. Brown Willis in his fuivey, p. 2B9, 
coajc<^rci that the dean and other dignitaries of this cathedral have 
been likewife buried elfewhere, becaufe he found fo very few iQ«nu-. 
ments ercfted to their memory in this church : we have not indeed ground* 
for believing) upon written evidence, that any one dean was interred here, 
bat there is a traditiaaaiy ft(Sry> (tiat the body of Walter d£ Fhillips 
%dio was the laft prior and the iirft deau, Hes in the cburcb r the 
place of his fepulcure is however very doubtful, the only ditcAion he 
gave by his will. relative to it, bsirrg " where God fhoold ap|K>int. " 
Three archdeacons only appear to have been interhid in this fabric; I>r# 
Tillesley, who died in 1624, Dr. Lee Warner who died June 12th, 
1679, and Dr. John Dennb who died Auguft 5, 1767: whofe remains 
are depofited in the fouith crois illc of the nave: but the names of fifteen 
prebendaries may be traced who have beeii buried here. It is the Icfs 
extraordiBcry t^at la few deans fhould have been interred in this churchy 
becaoTe balf the number i^ha have enjoyed that preferment, have been 
aivatieed to the epifcopal bencb, 11 in £ngland, and, 1 in Ireland; 
and Dr. BALCANQjffALL and Dr. Turner were removed one to the 
deanery of Durham, and the other to that of Canterbury : with regard 
re the archdeaco&s, 'at may likewife be obferved that they had tib place of 
rtiidence allotted to them in Rochefter, before the year 1637) when king 
Charles I. anaeuHl a prebendary to that dignity, for Tillesley 
Xt^ ftated ia the fifth and not the fizth ftall. Ch a&l £s 
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Chahles II. returned^ Mr. Dolbkh's fuierings in the toya! 
caufe, and his zealous attachment to the eccleiiaiiical conlH- 
tution of hi5 country, met with due rewards. He was imme-» 
diately appointed clerk of the clofet to his Majefty, and in- 
ftallcd canon of Chrift-church July 27, 1660. On the 29th 
of April 1 66 1, he was collated to the prebend of Cadingtoii 
Major in the church of St. Paul, and he waa one of the per- 
rpns who figned the original hook of common prayer which 
paiTed the convocation December 20, the fame year; and 
December z, 1 664, he was chofen prolocutor of that eccleii- 
aftical affembly. Dr. Do lbs N was admitted archdeacon of 
London Oftober 11, 1663, and prefented November i5tk 
the fame year to the vicarage of St. Giles^K Cripplegate, and 
<fli the 3d of December following was inftalled dean of Wcft- 
minftcr. He was alfo lord almeuep to the king. His paro- 
chial benefices he refigned in 1663 ; but held the deanery in 
commendam with the biflioprick of Rochefter. As dean of 
Weftminlter, he was particularly careful of the fabric of that 
venerable abbey, and influenced the chapter to make the fup- 
poft of that building dn equal Iharer with the prebendaries in 
^heir dividends of fines. 

On the i6th of Angnft 1683, he was advanced to the arch? 
tiffioprick of York; in which place he had formerly behaved 
well as a foldier, and now exerted himfelf as a prelate with 
great fpirit and induftry. But his labors were foon ended for 
he died April 11, 16^6, and, (as it is expreffed on his epitaph) 
^* Eodem die, quo, praseunte anno, facras fynaxes in ecclcli^ 
" fua cathedrali fcptimanatim celebr&ndas inflituerat— rin fe- 
" nata et ecclefiis cloquentiae gloria, in dioeaefibus fuis epifco- 



* His rema'iAS were ioterxcd in York cathftdral, ia which church thert 
i^ a monument eu?£^ed to bis memorj* 

f* pali 
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•* pall dUigentia venerandus." — It may not be improper to 
add his charader as tranfcribed from a MS. of Sir William 
Trumbull's own hand-writing, now in the pofleffion of the 
rev. Mr. Brook Bridges of Ortingbury in Northamptonihire. 

*' He was an extraordinary comely perfon, though grown 
** toofat — of an open couni^nance, a lively piercing eye, 
** and a majcftic prefence.— He hated flattery ; and guarded 
" himfelf with all poflible care againit the Icaft infinuation of 
•* any thing of that nature, how well foeverhe deferred. He 
** had admirable natural parts, and great acquired ones -— For 
** whatever he read, he made his own, and improved it. He 
** had fuch an happy genius, and fuch an admirable elocution, 
*« that his extempore preaching was beyond not only moil 
*' of other men's elaborate perlormances, but ( I was going to 
** fay) even his own. 1 have been credibly informed, that in 
« Wefhniniter Abby, a preacher falling ill after he had named 
«• his text, and piopofcd the heads of his intended difcourfe, 
•* the biftiop went up into the pulpit, took the fame text, fbllow- 
*' ed the fame method, and I believe difcourfed much better 
<* on each head than the other would have done. 

** In the judgment he made of other men, he always pre- 
•* fcrred the g:>od temper of their minds above all other 
*' qualities they were mailers of: Ai^d it was this fingle opinion 
** he had of my integrity, which made him the worthieft friend 
** to me I ever knew — ^I have had the honor to converfe with 
«* many of the moft eminent men at home and abroad, but I 
•* never yet met with any one that in all refpefts equalled him 
•' — He had a Jaigc and generous foul, and a courage that 
** nothing was too hard for; when he was bafcly calumniated, 
•* he fupportcd himfelf by the only true heroifm, if I may fo 
«' phrafe it, I mean by exalted chriilianity, and by tumiiig all 
" the flander of his enemies into the beft ufe of ftudying aiid 
" knowing himfelf; and keeping a conftant guard and watch 

. *' upon 
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•• upon his wofds siftd aftrons, praftifing ever after (diOtrgS 
" hardly to be difcovercd, utilefs by nice and long obferV^fs) 
" z ftrift ccrurfe of lifc^ and a Conftant mortification. 

•' l^oT aAy of the bxlhops bench, I rilay fay not all of them, 
*' had that rntereft and authority in the houlc of lords which he 
** had. He had eafily maftered all the forms of proceeding. H6 
** had ftadied much of our laws, efpecially thofe of tlie paHia- 
** iticntjaiid-was not to be brow beat or daunted by the arrogance 
*' or titles of any courtier or favorite. His prefence of mind' 
** and readinefs of elocution, accompanied with good breeding 
*• and an inimitable wit, gave him a greater fuperioiity than 
** any other lord could pretend to from his dignity of office. 
^* I wifli I had a talent fuitable to the love and elleem I have* 
** for thb great good man, to enlarge more opon this fubjeA-^ 
" and when I think cff his death", I cannot forbear dropping 
^* fome tears, for my fdf, asMrcll as for the public— For in 
«' him we loft the greateft abilities, the ufefulieft converfation; 
** the fiiithfuHcft friendfhip, and one who had a ihiiid that 
** praclifed the bcft Virtues itfelF, and a wit that was btfft able 
" to recommend them to other?, as Dr. Si^Katt well ex- 
•* preffes it in lus life of Mr, GoWley.'* 

LXXXV. Francis TtTRNBit, D. D. was clewed bifliop of 
this fee Sept. 15, 1683, and confecrated November the nth 
following. He Was thefon of Dr. Thomas Ti;rnbr> fa<5- 
ceffivcly dean of Rochefter and Canterbury; and having 
received his education in Winchettcr School, was eleftcd from 
thence to New College in Oxford, of which focicty he of 
coarfc became fellow, and commenced A. B. April 14, 1659 * 
A. M. January 14, 1662, and D. D. July 6, 1669. H« 
occurs as redor of Thcrficld in Herts, and Was a confidewhie 
'benefa^or to that parifh, but the time of his admlffion to it I 
do not know. December 6, 1669, he was collated to the 
prebend of Snfating in the church of St. P4ul> and was after- 
A a wards 
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wards a canon rcfidcntiary in that cathedral. Having regularlif, 
taken all his degrees at Oxford, it is rather extraordinary 
to find him placed at the head of a college- in Cambridge, but 
according to Le Neve he was elefted mafter of St John's Col- 
lege irt that univcrfity AprH ii, 1670. How fbon he was 
made chaplain to James duke of York does not appear, but he 
was long in the family of that prince, who had a great elleen^ 
for lum» A cotemporary hiftorian mentions that his chief 
merit conf}iled| in having zealoufly oppofed the fcheme for ex- 
cluding his royal mailer from the crown, fiiihop Turner 
had a. difpeB^tion to hold in commendam, the deanery of 
Windfbr, in which he had been initalled but a few months- 
before his eledioato this fee,, as al£b the reflory oi* Hafely in 
Ozfordlhire, which was then vacant ; but he pofleiTed thefe 
preferments but a very ihort time, being translated to the 
biihoprick of Ely Auguli 2^ 1684* He had thehonor of preach- 
ing at the coronation of James U. All his former merits did 
not however fcreen this prelate from the refentment of his fo- 
vereign^ when, he^ archbifliop Sancroft, and five more of 
their brethren, dared to petition him, tho' in the moil humble 
]nanBer> not to ixtfift upon their publifhing a declaration, in 
which the king had unwarrantably aiTumcd a power of dif- 
penfing with the law of the land. For this pretended libel 
theie venerable eccleiiaftics were imprifoned and pro£ecutedj 
and would probably have been fentenced to a fevere punilh- 
ment, had not an upright and firm jury acquitted them. 

This biihop was one of the fpiritual lords who, after that 
unfortunate and bigotted monarch had withdrawn himfelf, 
figoed with many temporal peers an application to the prince 
of Orange to purfuchis kind endeavors for the future fecurity 
of the rights anid liberties of their countrymen } and he was the 
only biihop who attended the prince with that addreia** But 

♦ EcaARi^'s Uifr p« uso* 

when 
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when the national affembly, which was convened in compliance 
with it, had declared the throne to be vacant by the abdication 
of James, and had ijrefented the crown to their glorious de- 
liverer and his iliuftrious confort, he refufed to acknowledge 
their fovcrcignty^ from an empty notion he had adopted, that 
there was a divine and hereditary right inherent in the ab- 
dicated monarch; and in the conference between the two 
houfes upon the ufe of the term " abdicated," he was one who 
vehemently prcfled for an alteration of it * : the as abfurd 
do^rine of non refiftance and paffive obediance, it is probable, 
he did not at that time believe + ; it is at leall certain, that 
in another inftance, of his not requiring his clergy to'read the 
^feckratioB, his praftice did not correfpond with that belief. 

"Bishop Burnet, in his iketch of tlhe character pt our pre- 
late, vouches for his liiKerity, but pronounces Kim to ^have 
l>een too defe£live in judgment J. As arguments the moff clear . 
and indifputable could not redify his mifapprehenfions^pf the 
origin and extent of regal prerogatives. There are ycrj^ few 
at prefent who will not agree with the right reverend author, 
that he was not WefTed with a found judgment; but as he 
fuffered the lofs of his ecclefiaftical dignity and revenue, from 
a confcicBtious regard to the oath he had taken to James, 
we ought not to doubt of his being, in this cafe, a man of 
integrity. Upon a review, however, of his condxi^ previous 



* See Rapin's Hift. vol. 2. p. 7B8. This author has ftatcd the hUbJo/p 
reafons for giving a preference to the word ** deferted," and expofed the fu- 
tility of them, 

f That he had fonnerly adopted that idle ridiculous notipn, appears, 
Ifowever, from his anfwer to the duTcc of Monmouth, whojuft before 
li is- execution had declattd himieif a proteftant cft tht ditrrch of Eiiglanli^ 
vii^ *^ Thut to he a member of that church, he muft bellcYr t&e do^itfe 
-** of non-refiftance." Rapin's Hift. voL 2. p. 749. 



X l^jfiLjiftTH Hift. of his own times, vol, i. }^. 590* 
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the thrpne, \k is di^cult tp, ireconcile with it, ludei^^ u^bn* 
the o}d prejudice of divioe mi iftdflfeafibLe right,, his m- 
tefing into a correfpondence with the exilod monarch 9inl 
his qqeen ; and fe^iiding to thciHt '' from hiinfdf»< hk eldet 
'< t}rother> %od the reft of t)ie family* ailuiaaces &11 of digty 
** i|i wQrds, with a projnife pf ftve^fying it by theijr a^tiotis/' 

The difcQvery of thcfe treafonable letters * gave king Witt 
^f AM 9^1 Qccaiion of filling the vacant fees; a ftephe haddfiy 
i^ijqed takifig for niore than a year, in hopes that the depxi« 
y;^ biihops might be prevailed upon to fubmit to the oew 
eftalpliihed government. Pr- Pat|iick wa^ appointed to 
facceed biihop Turner. He did not die till November 
^ip \ 700, and was buried at Therfield in Herts. This bi* 
{hop, befides his coronation fermon, which is in prints pubr 
Uib,ed eight other diicourfes on piuticular occafions. 

. JL3CXXVI. T^pMAi $3PitAT, D. D. was, immediately on 
the tranflation of archbifhop Dol9en to Yorlt, nominated to 
the deanery of WeftminHer, and became his fucceiTor in thil 
diocefe withm little more than twelve months, the fee being 
ag^iii yac^t by the promotion of bifliop Turner. The 
i;)e6Uon was made 0£iober 7th, 1684, and he was coniiecrated 
I^ovember ad following. He is faid to h^ve been the (on of 
a clergyman, and to have been bom at Tallaton in Devon- 
|hire. After receiving th<; rudiments of his education in a 
private fchool, he was removed A. D. 1 651, to Wadhan^ 
college in Oxford, of which fociety he was admitted a fcholai 
the next year ; and havbg taken his degrees in arts, yfz^ cbo- 
fen a fellow of the fame. When he entered into deacons 
ordieift doei not appsar ibut he was ordained prieft by Dr. 



♦ Buknst's Hift ToL 2, p. 69, 71. 
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VjFrfp bifliop of Ely, March lotji, ^$ij9-6i *-. NotwiAr 
ftan4Uig the firft poem Mr. Sprat pub|ifhed# w^s an eulogy 
to the memory of that moil rcnownf d princip, 9$ he &yUf 
him, Oliver Cromwell j he had the addrefa ^nd the goc4 
fortune to mgratiate himfelf with two foverpjgns, whoft rpy^ 
al parent had been deprived of his crown 9pd of his life hy 
the objeft of his boundlefs panegyric, and tp obtain from botJi 
of them preferments of profit and dignify* If ^3 npt unliWy 
^hat the duke of EvcK|Npi^AM> to whpm h? was chaplain^ 
recommended him to the ppfcipf of Cha&I^PsU- and wh«R 9, 
perfon of his ingenuity mi Ifv^ly turn ia converfation had 
once got a footing, he muft Wfike his wjiy to adv«itgg^ in 
^hc court of th^t \yitty and g»iy monarch. Th(? fame brUli^d 
qualities could nof indeed h^ve bqen equally fcfvic^gblf ftndar 
the reign of his fucceflg^r ; but our prelate could ad^pt him*- 
felf to the times : and haying; in feveral inO:i^lc^$ ihewn a wiU 
lingnefs .to forward t^e iUcg^l mp^fure? of James II. he wat 
countenanced and rew^irdcd by that prince, though poffitJy 
not in fo liberal a manner as he might imagine his ob^iqiuoitf 
fcrvices had merited. 

Tbb firft ecclefiaftical prefernieHt Mr* Sprat had, wai 
th« prebend of Carleton ^um Thu^lcby ki ihe church of Lin^ 
coin, of which he took ppfC^o^ O^ber 20th, i66ot, on 
jthe preftnitation of the Wng. 1 do not difcovcr th^t he ever 
had any parochial cure, except that of St. Margaret's, Weft- 
minfter, ta which 1^ w^S npfnin^ted by thiQ d^a^ and chspter 
of Weftminfter, while one of the prebendaries of that collcgijit© 

% MtMVE'p'fi R«|iAer, yoI. i. p. 88 x. 

, •! ^^m^T*^ RegjiW» p/ a#Sd* IFtlmaatbwlMS aot made a miftakc 
ia the dates he has $xf^ for Mr* SfftAT'i eatenag intopnefts orders, and 
for his being inftalled a prebendary of Lincoln cathedral; hf could be only 
a deacon when this dignity wai^ copftiMc^UfQA himu 

body. 



[ l82 ] 

body. In this dignity he was inftalled February t id, 1 66t^{ 
tshc was January 4th, 1680, canon of Windforf. iThefe 
Jjrcfcrmcnts he quitted on his promotion to the deanery of 
the former church, September 21ft, 1683, which honorable 
poft he held in commendam with the fee of Rochefter, He 
was, after the acceffion of king James to the throne, firll ap- 
pointed his clerk of the clofet, and in 1685 d^an of the royal 
chapel. It is a furmife of bifhop Burnet J, and no unpro- 
bable one, that he might flatter himfelf he ihoold a third 
time tread 'in the fteps of archbifhop Do lb en, and that feme 
intimations had been thrown out that he Ihould likewife fuc- 
ceed that prelate in York. But thcfe hop^s, if ever hecnter- 
tadned them, were imaginary ; unlefs he could have digeflcJ 
all the religious, as well as political tenets of his bigotted 
fhrereign; for the great fees, as they became vacaat, were kept 
fo till the king could ventu]:e to fill them with furious Roman 
catholics, and it .was imagined that he defign^d to raife to 
this metropoliticali chair his confeiTor and counfellor father 
Petre. 

The cruel refle£Uons caft by bifliop Sprat, in his account 
oi^what was called the Ryc-houfe jjot, on the memory of Wil- 
li am lord Russel, having created that prelate many enemies, 
he found it neccfTary to recant them as pubiicldy ; and in ac- 
knowledging that he was over influenced by his fupcriors to 



* He accnsnuJatcd the degrees of B. I>. and J>, T>, July 3d, 1669. 

f It was in this year that Dr. Burnet and Dr. Sprat were ippmated 
to prcaeh before the hou£b of commons on a faft day, one in the momingy 
the other in the afternoon. The former had the thanks of that IxaaCc for 
fais difcourfe; but Dr. Sprat, having in his fermon Indnuated his fears of 
the undutifolnefs of the commons to the king, they were ib highly ^ff*****" 
pd that they would not , ay him the fame compliment* 

X Hiftory of his owA timcs^ ToL a* p. 676. 
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infeit what was againfl his judgment^ he betrayed jiU. wantpf 
fpirit- ^ And if at the; time he wratc thcfe ftridurcs he was not 
{q weH acq^uainted with his lordfhip's true chara£lcr as he waa 
atftcrwardsy and really lamented his fall, why did he not ac- 
quire better information, be ore he accufed that illuftrious pa- 
triot of uttering in his laft moments " the moft enormous 
*^ falfchooda." For Dt. Tillotson and many other lincx* 
oep^onabk witnefTes could have afTured him that thit younf; 
nobleman •* was a perfon of great probity, and had a conftant 
*♦ abhcurrence of falfhoodJ' ♦ 

In the eodcfiaflical commiffion, revived in this reign for the 
nxorc fpeedy and eiSedual eilabliAiment of popery, our bifhop 
afled for more than two years, and it is univerGdly agreed that 
he always voted on the milder iide : but on Auguil 25 th i68d, 
he- withdrew from their meetings. The rcafon affigned by 
him for this defeflion was, that he perceived the conuniffioners 
were determined to proceed againll fuch of the clergy as had 
not complied with the king's orders, in publiihing the decla- 
ration ; and that, though he had from cbnfcience fubmitted^ 
yet he would not be inltrumental inpuniihing thofeof his brc* 
thren who had, from the fame principle, difobeyed. Man/ 
have, however, imagined that his lordfhip forefaw the ap- 
proaching change, and that this might be his chief motive for 
retiring f. Bui as his having ever accepted fuch an unwar- 
rantable appointment had rendered him obnoxious^ he was 
again obliged to aim at a vindication of his condu6l. And 
whofocver perufes our prelate's fecond letter tor the eail of 
Dorfet, written a little after the revolution, muft admit that if 
the caufe was a bad one^ the defence of it was plaufible» and 
penned in. a mafterly manner. 



I 



-♦^-Btitpii's Lxfc'of Tillotson, p. 113. 
f EcHARs's Hzftary of England, p. zio»» 
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fitf*f it wi^ riot 6tl tlrw bccalioh alone that a readinefs t^ 
^ectUt the (JOttimands'O^King James, when notified to him 
tfhder the gfeat fed, fubjd^ted bifhop Sprat to the mortifica- 
tldtt 6f coi^feifitrg, that h6 had riot paid a due attention to the 
fcgtlky off vvh!at v?as required of him. An inftance of his bc- 
ktg ratlter td6 prccif)itate occurs in the hillory of this church. 
The deaiiety beiiig vacant by the death of Dr. Castilion, 
ike king dominated for his fucceflbr Mr. Simon Lowth, a 
dcrgyrtiaJi of the diocefd of Canterbury, for whom his majcfty 
had a great regard on account of his loyalty, and the high no- 
tions he had adopted of the power and dignity of the church. 
The letters patent vrtt6 paited very expcditioully ; and though 
k tirJks not fpcciiied in them that Mr. Lowth was a graduate, 
tht bifhop,upon receiving frotii him what he judged a fufficicnt 
proof of his being i. mafter of arts, halUly inllituted him, and 
Mhtfd » mandate fot his indu^ion, though, as was fhewh in a 
former page, the flafutes of this body exprefsly affert, that the- 
dean to\tft be at leaf! a bachelor of divinity. Some days af- 
ttl", the bilhop difcovcring the miftakc, into which he faid he 
litA beett drawii frbni ktiowing that the degree of a mafter of 
iHrtS'W^ls all that i/ras* reqXiired to qualify a perfon to be dean of 
Wcftmiilfter, wrote a pfeffing letter to the chapter clerk, di- 
rtying him, ds privately as poffible, to rCqueft the prebendary 
ita'refidetocc tlot t'O give Mi*. LoWTHpofTeffiori under the iriftru- 
ftients he would bring v\iih him. And when his lordfhip 
fbtihd that that clergyman infifted upon being inftalled, he 
I'etdled and annulled the inftitution, and, in^the mod folemn 
Ittjtnner, intrdated the dean and chapter with ill brotherly cha- 
Htjr to have' fUCh ^ tender regard to their own oaths and his, 
as^ not to redeiVd Mr; Lowth till he was duly qualified*. 

* Mr. BiKCH in his life of archbilhop Til lot son, p. 63. fays, that 
Mr. Lowth, could not obtainTpdfTciSon, fdr Waht of* the' degree of dodor 
of dirinity, but Mr* A. Wpod^ to whofi: Faili Oxons he refers, wxs uuC- 
iafbmicd. 

This 
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This revocation and prayer were executed in the moft.forftial 
manner November 28th, 1 688 ; and from the date of them, viz. 
two days after the king's returning from Salifbury, on finding 
that thofe whom he took for his friends had deferted to the 
prince of Orange, and the very day on which writs were iffucd 
for calling a new parliament ; it is not difficult to affign a rea- 
fon for the bifliop's folicitude and earneftnefs in this matter. 

About the latter end of the year 1691, his lordihip and fe- 
veral other perfons were charged with treafon by three men, 
who had forged an aflbciation under their hands ; one of thefe 
defpei ate villains had artfully contrived to drop this pretended 
aflbciation in a flower pot, in one of the parlours of the bifliop's 
houfe, that it might be found by the king's mefl'engers. He 
then laid an information againlt his lordfliip ; and the papet 
being difcovered, he was put under coniinement. But when 
the matter was examined, the fbfgery appeared fo grofs, that 
the bifliop was immediately difcharged. 

This prelate died of an apoplexy at his palace of Bromley, 
May 2pth, 1713, and was interred in Wellminller-atibey, where 
there is a monument ere«5led with an infcription very favorable 
to his memory, written by bifliop Smalridoe. But bifliop 
Burnet has fketched his charafter in thefe few words*: 
** His parts were very bright in his youth, and gave great 
<« hopes ; bat were blafted by a lazy libertine courfe, to which 
«* his temper and good nature carried him, without confldeiing 
" the duties, or even the decencies of his profeflion. He wai 
«* juflly efteemed," adds he, " a great mailer of our language, 
*•* and one of our bell writers.** 

LXXXVII. Francis ATTBRBURy,D.D. fucceeded Dr. 
Sprat in this fee, being cleded June 24th, confirmed jnlf 

^ HiAo^^f hi» oWft txmef; vol. 2. p. 629. 

Bb 4th, 
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4tli, and ccmfecrated the following day A. D. 1 71 3. He was 
a younger Ton of Dr. Lewis Atterburv, reftor of Middle- 
ton » or Milton Keynes, in Bucks, and was bom in that parifh. 
From Weftminftcr fchool, where he had the firft part of his 
education, he was eleded to Chrift Church in Oxford, in the 
year 1680 ^ and while a member of this learned fociety, he 
had the honor of being tutor to that accompliihed young noble- 
man Mr. Charles Boyle, afterwards earl of Orrery ; and 
he is generally thought to have given great afliftance to his 
pupil in the well-known controverfy with Dr. Bentley 
concerning the genuinencfs of Phalaris's epiiUes. Mr. Atter- 
BURY commenced A. M. 1687; and in that year he dillin- 
guifhed himfelf as an able and llrenuous advocate for the pro- 
teftant religion, by publiihing an anfwer to * fome confidera- 
tions on the fpirit of Martin Luther,- and the original of 
** the reformation." An academic life, from its want of va- 
riety, mud have been irkfome and inilpid to a perfbn of his 
adtive and afpiring temper ; and it accordingly appears from a 
letter to his father, dated Oftober 24th, 1690, " that he re- 
** pined at his hard luck, to be pinned down to a naufeous 
** circle of faiall affairs, that could neither divert nor inftruft 
*« him, when he was fure that he was made for another fcene 
«« and another fort of converfation.'* He continued, however, 
at the univeriity till after the death of his father, which hap- 
pened in 1693^, when having been unfuccefsful in his attempt 
to (ucceed him as re6lor of Milton, which, in his application to 
the earl of Nottingham the patron, he pretended was the ut- 
moft of his ambition and his wiflies, he refolved to pufli his 
fortune by coming up to London. It was hardly probable 
that a clergyman of his fine genius, improved by iludy, with a 

* The confiderations on ** The fpirit of Martin Luthxr, &c." 
Vrere publiihed under the name of Mr. Abraham 'Woodheab, aa emi- 
sient paplft of thofe times i who wrote fevenl tra6b in defence of the 
church of Rome : but the true author was Mr. Obadiah Walkex« 
miS»t9i uiuYcrfitj college^ ^c» $ee Biogr. Brit. tq1« x* p* 265^ 

fpirit 
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fpirit to exert his talents, ihould remain long tinnoticcd ; and 
wc find that he was foon appointed chaplain to King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary. He was, likcwife, prefcntly after 
his fettling in town, eleded preacher at Bridewell, and kaurer 
of St. Bride's, which laft office he refigned in December 1698. 
Mr. Atterbury was collated to the archdeaconry of Totnefs 
January 29th, 1700,. by Sir John Trelawney, bilhopof 
Exeter 5 and in 1707 was appointed, by the fame, canon reii- 
dcntiary in that church. He intimates, in his dedication to 
that prelate, prefixed to the firft volume of his fermons, tliat ' 
thcfe favors were bellowed upon him for his honeft endeavours 
to retrieve the fynodical rights of the clergy : And it was for 
" his happily aflertmg the rights and privileges of the JEngUfli 
« convocation," as the vote of the univerfity expreifes it, that 
that learned body conferred upon him. the degree of doAor of 
divinity by diploma, without doing exercifc, or paying fees. 

Upon the acceflion of Queen Anne, A. D. 1702, he was 
appointed her chaplain, inftalled dean of Carlifle, Oftober 4th, 
1704, made preacher of the Rolls in 1709, and chofcn prolo- 
cutor of the lower houfe of convocation November 25th, 1710. 
As he was a determined and a virulent tory, he had no pro- 
fpeft of riling higher in his profeflion while the queen was under 
the influence of the whig adminiftration ; but upon their being 
fupplanted, his merits with Mr. Harley, the leader of the 
oppofite party, procured for him fir ft the deanery of Chrill- 
Church, into which preferment he was admitted Auguft 27, 
171 1 : and he was by the fame intereft feated on the epifcopal 
bench, and had, as well as his predecelTor, leave to hold in 
commendam with this bilhoprick the deanery of Wellminfter, 
Very pertinent is the remark made by Dr. Burnet *, that 
he was thus promoted and rewarded for all the flames " he 
" had raifed in our church." The author of the memoirs of 
this prelate t taking notice of the contention excited in Chrift 

f Hi&orj of his own times^ vol. 2. p. 630. f Sta^kuovse, p. €3. 
" - p b 2 Church 
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Church fey the imperious and defpotic government of Dean 
Atterbury, and of its being thought advifable to remove 
him in order to rcftore tranquillity to that focicty, juftly ob* 
fervcs, ** that this was a new method of obtaining preferment^ 
*• by indulging fuch a temper as leaft of all deferved it. " 

* But fo highly was bifliop Atterbury eftecmed by the 
queen, and by the moft obnoxious heads of that fa6lion, whom 
the author ♦ of the lad hiftory of England, not much to the 
honor of the illuftrioas perfonage he intended to compliment^ 
is pleafed to llyle her favorite mmiftry, that it was generally 
imagined our prelate would have been tranflated to the fee of 
Canterbury, had a vacancy happened before the dcmife of her 
majefty ; but that event proved fatal to his ambitious views. 
And fr .m the marks of perfonal difrefped fliewn to him by 
the fucceiTor of his royal miltrefs, the bifhop wa? himfelf very 
fcnfible, that his hopes of promotion from that quarter were 
groundlefs. Stung therefore by his . difappointmcnt, he re- 
fufed to fet his hand to a declaration that had been figned by 
all his brethren, except one, tellifying their abhorrence of a 
rebellion excited to fupport the claim of a popilh pretender 
to the crown ; and, what was almofl as extraordinary in a pro- 
teftant prelate, he fufpended for three years a very ingenious, 
learned, and worthy clergyman, Mr. G i b b i n, curate of Grayef- 
cnd, for having accommodated the Dutch troops, who were 
brought over to quell this inteftinc commotion, with the ufe of 
that church, at an early hour, when their fervice could not in- 
terfere with that of the parilhioners. 

• Resentment Simulated the bilhop to oppofe conflantly 
in the houfe of peers the mcafures of the court, and fbme of 
the moft violent and rancorous protefb were drawn by him. 

* Doftor Goldsmith, vol 4. p. 187. 

His 
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His abilities, with an unccafing afSduity, muil have rendered 
him a very troublefome antagooiil to the minifters ; but at 
length he gave them an opportunity of retaliating fully the 
trouble he had occadoned, by engaging in a trealbnable cor- 
refpondence with the adherents to the pretender. Though 
the caution ufed by his lord (hip could not fecure him froaj 
being deteAcd, it prevented the minifters obtaining fufficient 
evidence to convid him capitally : and as they could not, by 
any law Jn force^ infli£b fuch puniihrnent upon him as his 
crimes deferved, there was a fpecial law enadcd to deprive 
him * of his preferments, and to fentence him to perpetud 
banifhment. The bill began in the lower houfe, and was 
paiTed there by a great majority. Leave was given to the 
bifhop to juflify himfelf if he could, to the commons ; which 
permiffion he would not accept. However, after being im- 
prifoned in the Tower from the 24th of Auguft 1722, to the 
6th of May in the following year (that being the day ap» 
pointed for the firft reading of the bill in the houfe of peers) 
he was brought to their lordfhips bar in order to make his 
defence j and he did not fail to exert all his powers of elo- 
quence (and very great they were) with which he was en- 
dowed, in attempting to exculpate himfelf from the heavy 
offence laid to his charge. He had likewife, among his judges, 
many zealous and able friends : fome poflibly from an affeftion 
to "the caufe in which the prelate had engaged, and many 
more from an unwillingnefs to fee a precedent ellablifhed 
which they apprehended might be of dangerous confcquence. 
But I am inclined to believe that there were very few, if any. 
who, after the proof offered by the intercepted letters, though 
written in a cypher, with many other corroborating circum^ 
i^ances, were really perfuaded of his being falfly accufed of the 
faa imputed to him. The bill paffed the houfe of lords 
«n the x6th of May by a majority of eighty-thfce to forty- three, 

and 
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rtfid on die 27th of the fame month received the royal afTent*. 
The bifliop embarked on board the Aldborough man of war 
Juni 1 8th, 1723, and landed the Friday following at Calais. 
When he went on fhore^ having been informed that lord 
B0LINGBROKE9 who had, after the rifing of the parliament, 
received che kingf s pardon, was arrived at the fame place in 
his return to England, he iald, with an air of pleafantry^ 
•* Then I am exchanged : ^ and it was in the opinion of Mr. 
Pope upon the fame occalion, " a fign of the nation's being 
♦' curfcdly afraid of being over run with too much politenels, 
*• when it could not regain one great genius, but at the ex- 
" pence of another." It would require a nice judgment to 
determine whether the nation was in a political view benefited 
by this exchange ; but if the queiiion be confidered in a lite- 
rary or religious view, the balance was, by the return of the 
noble lord, greatly againft us. The prelate was little inferior 
to the peer with refpeft to abilities, and certainly fuperior to 
him in learning ; and, except when he deviated into fubje6ls 
^reign to his profeffion, he rarely converted his natural and 
acquired knowledge to an improper ufe, . and very frequently 

* Dr. Goldsmith, in his Hiftory of England, vol. 4. p. 245. obftrvef, 
that a noble lord, who patronized the caufc of the right reverend prifoner, 
turning to the epifcopal bench, faid, ** he could hardly account for the in- 
'< yeterate hatred and malice which fome perfons bore to the ingenious 
** bi(hop of Rochefter, unlefs it was, that, infatuated like the wild Ame- 
, ** ricans, they fondly hoped to inherit not only the fpoils, hut even the 
** abilities of the man they ihould deftroy." To pafs by this quaint allu- 
ijon, the bilhops furely merited praife rather than ceniure for joining 
heartily with a majority of the temporal peers, in fixing a public mark of 
infamy on a prelate who was a difgrace to his order ; and the infinuation 
of their being biafled by any fuch lucrative and mean motives as were 
there fuggefted, was groundlefs ; for only one was to be benefited by the 
deprivation of bilhop At TERBURY ; and that one having had reaibn^to 
believe that he (hould be trandatedto the firft fee that became vacant, which 
was more convenient than that he enjoyed, in order to guard againft fuch 
an afperfion, abfented himfclf from the houfe of lords on every day that the 
^ueftion concerning the fate of that unfortunate prelate was difcufled. 

employed 



[ 191 ]. 

employed his mafterly pen in vindicating the do^incs and 
enforcing the praftice of the duties of chriftianity. A very 
ingenious writer * has remarked," the temporal happinefs and 
" the civilj liberties and properties of Europe, having been 
** the game of the earlieft youth of lord Bolincbroke, 
'< no fport, as it ihould feem, could be more adequate to 
^* the entertainment of his advanced age, than the eternal and 
** final happinefs of mankind.*' Our prelates extraordinary ta- 
lent as a preacher will appear to the greateft advantage' from 
the juft encomium bellowed upon him by the author of the 
Tatler, vol. 2. No. 66, which I need not recite, becaufe the 
book is {o generally read. 

Bishop Atterbury, while in exile, refided principally at 
Paris, and died in that city 17th of February 173 1-2. Hit 
body was brought over to England, and interred very privately 
in Weftminfter-abbcyt the 12th of May following. Upon the 
urn, which contained his bowels, was infcribed " in hac uma 
** depofiti funt cinercs Francisci Atterbury, Epiicopi 
Roffenfis." But there is no memorial over his grave; nor 
could there well be any, unlefs his friends would have confent-. 
ed (which it is moft probable they rcfufed to do) that the words 
implying him to have died bifhop of Rocheiler, ihould have 
been omitted on his tomb. 

LXXXVIII. Dr. Samuel Bradford, the fubjeft of 
the following memoir, was, on the deprivation of the laft 
bifhop, tranflated from the diocefe of Carlifle to that of 
Rochefter. He was eledled June 22d, 1723, and held in 

* Mr. Hrnky Fielding, 

f He was buried la a vault which in the year ijiz had been prepared bf 
his diredionu For in a letter to Mr. Pope dated April 6th, he writes ^> 
follows, ** I am this moment building a^ault in the abbey for me and mine* 
'< I am to be in the abbey, becaufe of my relation to the place ; but 'tis at 
** the weft door of it ; as far from Kings and Cxfka as the fpace will 
ff admit of. . 
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toftmcndam, with this fee, the deanery of Weftmrnfter. 
This learned and amiable divine was the fon of a citizen of 
London, and born in the parilh of St. Ann, Black-friers, De- 
cember 20, 1652. He went firft to St. Paul's fchool, and 
there like wife completed that part of his education; but fomc 
of the ifatermediate lime he paffed at the Charter-houfe, du- 
ring the plague, and till the former fchool which had been 
burnt down in the great fire of London was rebuilt. Mr. 
BRADFORb was admitted a member of Bennet college, in Cam- 
bridge, A. D. 1669; he, however, quitted that univetfitjr 
without takiflg a degree, having fome fcruples with refped 
to the fubfcriptions, oaths, and declarations required upon 
that occafion. Being unwilling, from the fame confcientious 
motives, to enter into holy orders, he, upon his return home, 
followed his ftudies with a view to the profellion of phyfic ; 
but this purfuit he foon relinquilhed, and clofely applied his 
thoughts and literary labors to that of divinity, a branch of 
knowledge which was much more adapted to his natural in- 
clination. And having 5, by a careful- and alliduous examina- 
tion of the fcriptures, and a free converfation with ibme of 
the bed and moft Ikilful clergymen of the age, removed thofc 
fcruples which had perplexed his mind, he procured, by 
means of archbifliop San croft, a royal mandate for the de- 
gree of mafter of arts. But being diffident how far he might 
have refolution to execute the minifterial office with fidelity, 
in that feafon of trial which feemed to be approaching, he 
declined engaging in it, and rather chofe to undertake the 
charge of a private tutor in gentlemens families. He refided 
ufually in the country ; but whenever he was in town, he 
kept up his acquaintance with the city clergy, and made one 
in their private meetings for carrying on the controverfy 
•gainft popery. 



Ati-TER the revolution, Mr. Bradford being ftrongly 
prcffed to enter into orders by many perfons who knew him 

to. 
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lo be v^eli qualified for the facred funftion, he coAfented^ «n4 
^as admitted by bifhop Compton deacon in June, andr 
prieft in Goober, 1690. In the beginnmg of the following 
year, the governors of Sc. Thomas's Hofpital in Southwark^ 
faominatcd him to be minifter of the church belonging to 
that charitable foundation. He was recommended to theft 
gentlemen by Dr. Tillotson, then dean of Canterbury/ 
and twelve other eminent divines *, as a perfon of great abi- 
lities and learning, an excellent preacher, a man of a very 
fober, pious, and prudent Gonverfation, and in all things con- 
formable to the church of England. Archbiihop Tillot* 
soNj foon after Mr. BradfoHd's fettling in Southwark, em-^ 
truHed him with the cdscation of two grandfons, and the rec- 
tory of St. Mary le Bow falling vacant, his Grace collated 
him to it November 21, 1693. 

Mr. Bradford was fucceffively chaplain to kipg Wil- 
liam and queen Anni - To tly: former hew as appointed A. D* 
1698, and he was nominated in the next year preacher of the 
lc6lure founded by the truly honorable Mr. Rosert Boyle* 
The excellent difcourfes delivered by him upon this bccalidn 
being in print, it is necdlefs to expatiate on thcmcrits of them. 
They have indeed ever received applaufe froto the learned 
and judicious part of jnankimd J and it ought not to pafs un- 
hoticcd, that when archbifhop Ti Ni son j renewed the deed of 
this wife and religious in&itution, Dr* Bradford Wfts napicd 
for a trufteej his grace plainly ihewing^ by tjbis ma^ of 

* Viz.WtLLiAM As aph(Lloyd)j Edward Wyoorn (Stilling* 
^leet); Edwaup Fowler (afterwards bifhop of Gloucclter); Richard 
. JCiDDER, dean of Peterborough (afterwards bilhop ol Bath and Wells)$ 
*r HO MAS Williams (afterwards bilhop of Chichcftcr); Charles Als TON 
D. D. [Samuel Bartow B. D. Samuel Freeman D.D. (afterwards 
dean of Peterborough) S. Master* B. D. J. SkARP, D. D. (afterwards 
archbiihop of York)} Thomas Tenison, P. D. (afterwards archMIhop 
j»f Gaatcrbury)j WiLi»iAi*St anley, D^D. (afterwards dean ^tSU Afaph*) 
C C diflinftioni 



[ 194 ] 

diftmftion, that he thought the perfon, who had by his fcrmoft* 
fo well fulfilled the intentions of the generous donor, ought to 
be invefted with a power of deciding on the qualifications, and 
of rewarding the endeavors, of thofe who Ihould be appointed 
to carry on the fame admirable dcfign. Another inftancc which 
may be offered of the opinion entertained of his judgment in 
pulpit compofitions, was, his being fixed upon to revife and 
corredl fome of the poflhumous fermons ofarchbifhop Til- 
LOTsoNj an employmenthe mull have undertaken with a me- 
lancholy kind of pleafurej concerned on rcflefting that the 
world was deprived of the moft reverend author, before he 
had time to give the finifhing ftroke of his mafterly pen to 
produftions fo well calculated to inftrufl and rcforrti ; yet hap- 
py in being permitted to pay this tribute of refpeft to his friend 
and patron, whom he efleemed and admired while living, and 
whofe memory he always reverenced. 

QufeEN Ann vifiting the univerfity of Cambridge in the 
year x 705: he had the honor of being created dodlor in divinity 
with doflor Fleetwood, afterwards bilhop of Ely, and feveral 
other clergymen. A prebend of Weitminfter was conferred 
on him A. D. 1707, and fo early as the year..i7iO| he was 
named to, and accepted by her majefty, for the biihoprick of 
St. David's. An intimation was given to him, and in words 
which were conftrued to imply a promife, that he Ihould be 
permitted to hold his prebend in commendam with this fee; 
but upon the change of the miniftry, which foon followed the 
trial of Dr. Sacheverel, this indulgence was refufcd, and 
he was not even allowed to keep the reftory of Bow. The 
circumftances, therefore, of his family, made it requifite for 
him to decline that feat upon the epifcopal bench. It feems 
to be no improbable conjeaure, that the uniform .attachment 
Dr. BradforI) had conftantly fhewn to the principles on 
-which the revolution Was ellablifhed, and to the interefts of the 
illuilrious houfe of Hanover, was the ^reat bar to his pro- 
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motion at that time. His repulfe w^, however, a difap- 
pointment and a mortification to his friends, and not to him- 
felf; for, entirely fatisfied with the preferments he then enjoy- 
ed, he fought not an higher ftation, though his merit and his 
intereft with thofe in power not long after raifed him to it. 

In May I7i6hewas elefted mailer of Bennet college, and 
in April 1718 our prelate was advanced to the bilhoprick of 
Carlifle. The latter dignity was vacant of courfe on his trant 
lation to the diocefe of Rochefter, and the former office he 
refigned within little more than a year after that event. This 
bilhop died at the deanery houfe of Weflminfter May 1 7, 1 73 1^ 
and his remains are depofitcd in that Abbey. On the weft wall 
of the north crofs of the church, not far from the place of his 
interment, is a monument ereded to his memory, with an 
infcriptioB juflly exprefTive of his charafter, as many pcrfons 
who had the happinefs of his acquaintance have frequently ac- 
knowledged. Having not given, for want of room, a tran^ 
icript of epitaphs that have already appeared in print, I Ihall 
only obferve, that this reprefents biihop Bradford to have 
been in public life a true friend to the civil and religious li- 
berty of his country, a confcicntious and able parifh minitler, 
and an exemplary prelate; and in his private relations, upright 
candid, benevolent, beneficent, and of a temper moil agree- 
able to the original mildnefs of his profeffion. In every view, 
then, this excellent perfon may be faid to have lived and died 
an ornament to his ftation and to human nature *. 

LXXXIX. The next in fucceffion, and laft of the deceafed 
prelates of this diocefe, was Dr. Joseph Wilcocks. He 

* The account of bifhop Bradford is principally taken from the rev* 
Mf. Mas TKRs's hiftory of Bennet College in Cambridge. And the fame . 
learned author has inferted a complete catalogue of, the (ii^ea£ fermons 
9ad tr^&s publiihed bv this prelate. 

CC2 W^« 
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*tM educated at Magddin college, Oxford*, where he had th« 
happincfs to lay the foundation of a long friendfhip with the 
benevolent and charitable Mr. feouLTjER, afterwards primate 
•f Ireland, whofc epitaph may be feen adjoining tp that of 
Wfhop Bradpdrp in Wcftminller-abbcy, 

He was ordained by bifiiop Sprat, and, while he Ivai yet 
t young man, went chaplain to the Englifh faftory at Lifbon. 
In that place, as in all the other fccnes of life, he acquired the 
public love and eilcem, and was long remembered there with 
grateful refpeft. One inltance of his virtue it may not be 
improper to recite. Though he never had the fmall-pox 
himfelf ; yet, when that terrible diftempcr broke out in the 
fadlbry; he itill courageoufly attended the fick and dying ; 
rfius, though in a very humble ftation, pradlifing the fame ar- 
dent charity which the famous bilhop of Marfeillei, fomc few 
years after, ejcertcd in a much larger fphere.'-On his return 
from Lifbon, he was appointed chaplain to George I. and 
preceptor to the princefics , daughters of George II. In thi? 
year 1721, he becajne bifliop of Glouccltcr, where he re- 
paired the cpifcopal pailace, for a confiderabic time before un- 
inhabited, and thus Was an iJjftruttient of fixing the rcfidcnce of 
future biihops in that fee. 

He wastranflated A.D. 17JI to this dioccfe, and at the 
fame time appointed deanof Wfftminflcr, The magnificence 
of the wcftern front of that abbey may be confidcrcd as the 
%>lendid monument of his remarkable zeal in promoting 
public works, fuitably and in proportion to his ftation in life. 
He would doubtlefs have been e<^ually zealous in adorning and 

*I>r. WiLCocKS was chofea a demy of this focicty at the fame elec- 
tion with Dr. BouLTtR and Mr. Aft di son. From the merit and learning 
of the perlbns ele£led, this was commonly called by Dr. Hou 6 h, prefident of 
She college, ** The Golden ele^ionb*' SceBidg. Di£k. Supp. Art. Boulter. 
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enlarging his cathedral at Rochefter, if there had been any 
rcafon to hope. for a national-affiftance in the undertaking : but 
Rochefter, though one of the moft antient (tes in England, is 
pot the place of the coronation or barial of kings. Its epifco- 
pal revenue alfp is remarkably fmall. Yet fcated in this little 
jdiocefe, he declined any higher promotion, even that of the 
archbifhoprick of York : frequently ufing the exprcffion of his 
ancient predcceflbr bifhop Fisher, " Though thispiy wife is 
^ poor, yet I ought ^ot to think of changing her for one Dior^ 
** opulent*" 

It may be needlefs to recite his many virtues : we apprehend 
they arc deeply engraven in the memory of fcverai perfons now 
living. There was nothit^ in him affiffted : innocence and 
chearfulncfs accompanied him continually. His fiivorite 
maxiin was, to do as much good as he could. At Bromley fee 
was particularly careful to keep bilhop Warner's houffc of 
charity in excellent repair, advancing frequently out of his 
own pocket the pcnfions to the poor widows. He kept alio 
the epifcopal houfc and gardens there in remarkable neatncfsi 
that was his conilant amufcmcnt, even when he was drawing 
near his latter end, nor could entertain expedation of enjoying 
them himfclfany longer. He was conihnt in his refidenceoa 
this dioccfc 5 and, in the fatigue of his lafl vifitation of it, re^ 
ceived the blow which fipiflicd Uis life, being then aboQ|( 
eighty-two years of ag^. 

It may be proper to add fome few lines of that funeral oni-- 
tjon which with much truth was fpok^n over his bier, in the 
college hall at Weftmintter, accoxxiing to the cuftom of that 
place, f'^" Longuta cfTet perfequi muldpliccm eniditiofifl^» 
" colloqtiiorum aiijoBnitates et fan^tiilimi fenis jucunditateBi. 
^* Supervacunitt effet inemorare qualis crat in amiooram 
^« commerciis, qualis in ccclcfia, qualis in repablica; qo^ 
•f ftterjt humanitatc, qua niodeftia, <jaa ia «f|)a«ndis iiononbns 

•* con- 
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^ conflantia. Quod vero auditu crit praecipuc fnKfluofunr, 
•* id dicam: neminem fuifTe magis, parato ct forti animo aut 
" in perfcrenda diuturni morbi argritudine, aut in contemplan - 
" do CO, qui inftabat, c rebus humanis exccflu. Omnia habuit 
" provifa ct mcditata. Nulla animi molelUa, nulla querela, 
•* nulla collabentium virium deploratio ; donee pauktim con- 
" fumptus tranquillam animam expiravit." 

XC. Thb laft in the catalogue of the bifliopsof this diocefe 
(and may the fame name for years clofe the lift) is the right rev. 
Dr. Zachary Pearce; who, after receiving the rudiments 
of his education in Weftminfter fchool, was eledled to Trinity 
college in Cambridge, of which fociety he was like wife chofen 
a fellow. In February 171 9, lord chancellor Macclesfield 
prefented this learned divine, being at that time his lordfhip's 
chaplain, to the rc6tory of St, Bartholomew behind the Royal 
Exchange; and this benefice he ceded on his being promoted 
in January 1723-4, by hi5 noble patron, to a much larger and 
more important parochial cure, the vicarage of St. Martin's 
in the-fields. Dr. Pearce had in the latter end of the year 
1 721, been appointed one of the chaplains in ordinary to king 
George I. and attended in the fame capacity on the late king. 
When Dr. Herring was nominated to the biflxoprick of 
Bangor, as it was at firft imagined that the deanery of this 
cathedral, which he then enjoyed, would become vacant. 
Dr. Pearce was mentioned by queen Caroline for the 
fucceffor • but that amiable prelate being permitted to keep a 
preferment which was moft agreeable to him, and which on 
his rifing to a higher ftation in the church he quitted with 
regret, her majefty's intention in favour of ourprcfentdiocefan 
did not take place. He was, however, inftalled dean of Win- 
chefter Auguft4 1739, and had the honor of being eledled 
prolocutor of the lower houfe of convocation November 28, 
1 744. Our prelate was appointed to the fee of Bangor Decem- 
ber 29, X747, and held in coramendam with it the vicarage of 

St. 
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8t. Martiiv's. He continued in thefc preferments till tie yem 
1756, when on the death of Dr. Wilcocks he fucceeded that 
bilhop in this diocefe and in the deanery of Wcftminller. In 
the latter preferment he wasinllalled May 4, and in the former 
July 9, that year. In the mouth of June 1768, bifhop Pearce, 
having with much difEculty obtained the king's leave, iigned 
the inllrament of refignation of his deanery. His lordiliip had 
alfo earneitly folicited, for feveral years, to be permitted to re* 
tire from his other mo:e honorable but lefs advantageous fta,. 
tion in the church. This requeit was not complied Vv'ith ; bujt 
the reafon of our prelate's not being faffered to defcend ironi. the 
cpifcopal bench, can only be furmifcd. 

An ingenious writer, who acknowledges biflioppEARCx- to 
have been his friendly coadjutor in many of his literary la: ors, 
kas obferved, that our prelate has diilinguifhed his taile and 
judgment in choofmg always the bell authors for hiscriticifm, as 
Cicero and Longinus among the ancients, and Milton a- 
xnong the moderns. To the truth of this remark the learned 
world have ever given their afient ; and it is with no fmall de* 
gree of impatience that they expedtfrom the fame matlerly pen 
thofe accuiate and judicious annotations on the New Teftament, 
which his lordftiip, it^is gene. ally believed, has been long pre- 
paring for the prefs. His vindication of the miracles of Jesus, 
in four parts, in anfwer to Wools ton, do him much honor 
as a divine and as a criiick. 
— ■ ■ - - ■• - I 

IN the lafl article, that amiable prelate Dr. Thomas Her- 
ring, late archbiQiop of Canterbury, was occafionally 
mentioned in the rtlaiion he once bore to this church ; and 
though ihe compilers of this work Have been confined to fuch 
narrow bounds as do not admit of a particular account of the 
ileans of RocheRer, many of whom have been eminent men 3 
yet to pafs over unnoticed fo excellent a perfon as archbilliop 
Herring, would be incxcufable in the judgment of all im- 
partial and good men. 'He was- the fon and only fui-viving 
C c 4 chUfl 



^Vild 0f t pious and worthy divine Mir. JobH EtE&fti««; 
many years reflor of Walfok6n> in the county of Norfolk; ted 
had his firil education at the fchool at Wiibech, under Mn 
John CARtEiiy who £11 ed afterwards, with great reputatbn, 
the plac^ of fecond mailer in the great fchool at Eton, and was, 
after quitting the fchool, fellow and vice-provoft of Eton coU 
lege . Mr. MERaitiGWas admitted , in /one 1 7 1 o, at Jefus 
collegCi Cambridge, under the tuition of Dr. Warreh, af- 
terwards archdeacon of Suffolk, where he continued till he 
took his degree of A. fi. but removed to BeUet college in 
July 1 7 1 4, of which he was chofen fellow in 1 71 6; after taking 
his degree of A. M. jn 1717, he entered into priefb orders, 
and was fucccffively miniller of Great Shelford, Stow qui, 
and Trinity church in Cambridge ; and in 1722, Dr. Fi.ebt-^ 
WOOD, then bifhop of Ely, prefented Mr. Herriwc to the 
rcdlory of Rettingdon in EfTex, Odlober ift; and on the 7th of 
December removed him to that of Barley inHertfbfdfliire; in 
1724 he took the degree of fi. D. In 1726, on the death 
of Dr« LupTON, the fiKiety of Lincoln's, inn chofe him for 
their preacher } about the fame time he was appointed king's 
chaplain; and in 1728 commenced D. D. at Cambridge; and 
was afterwards prefented, by Sir William Clayton^ to the 
reflory of Bletchingley, in the county of Suny, having been firft 
prefented by the king to the reftory of AlhaUows, Upper 
Thames-ftreet, in the city of London, which he gave up with- 
out taking infUtution. In 1731 he was promoted to the 
deanery of Rothefteri which he held to the year 1743 ; and 
from the year 1737, in com mend am with the bilhoprick of 
Bangor. In 1743, on the death of archbiihop Blackburn, 
Dr. Herring was tranflated from the bilhoprick of Bangor 
to the metropolitan fee of York, to the great benefit of that 
moft confiderable diocefe ; as well as to the fecurity of the 
whole kingdom, for the timely defence of which, he interpofed 
in the moH fpirited manner in the fpeech delivered before the 
great alTembly of the nobility, gentry, and clergy, which waa 
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eonvcned at York, September 24th, 174^, by his mftigatioti, 
tipon the defeat of the king'^s forces at Prerton Pans ; when the 
whole nation fecmed td be thrown into a Itatc of de^otideRcy; 
an aflbci^tion was hereupon entered into at York ; and a fub- 
fcription made to th6 amount of forty thoufarid pounds, to 
raife troops for the defence of the county, and from thence that 
generous fpirit for the defende and fuppo'rt of our religion 
and liberties fpread throughout the whole kingdom : and 
though the archbifhop, by hisfpirited ccfhduft,and Arift adhe- 
rence to his religion, his king, and his country, was pointed out 
as a mark to the utmoft rage of popilh cruelty, had the defigus 
of the rebels from Scotland, and of the malignant party in 
England fucceedcd j yet he courageoufly reftded in his dfocefe 
throughout all the tonfofions of the winter bf 1 745:; while the 
rebels were in the heart of England; nor did he remove. to 
town till after the happy and glorious defeat of that rebellion, 
by the bleffing of providence upon the arms of his royal high- 
nefs William Duke of Cumberland, iti the battle of*Cullo- 
den, April 1746. His grace, it is well known/ was, wilhout 
his own fecking, and with the greateft reld^l^atice ort hiifide, 
removed from the archbifhoprick of York to t]i"at' c^ C?^nter- 
bury, upon the death of archbixliop Potter, in 1747; and, 
after having prefided in that higheft ftation of the churcfi 
with that humility and condefcenfion which" was confident 
with the moft real dignity, he died at Croydon, March 1 3th, 
1 757, of a confumption and dropfy, and was as exemplary in his 
patient fubmiflion to the divine wiJIimder a long and painful 
illnefs, as he -had been for every virtue through the wh9l9. 
courfe of his life. Thofe who knew him may with confidence^ 
decjare, that both his charity and piety were genuine, and froni 
the heart. And the greateft of all examples, the only perfe^l 
one, that of our blelTed Saviour, was the rule of life which, he 
had always before him : and thofe important words of ffh 
heavenly mailer influenced his aftions, " Ye are my friends^ 
*' if ye do whatfoever I command you;*' and, after a life 
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ctAduAed by that injunfUon, he, with the piety and the hopo 
•f a chriftian, invoked in his lail hours, as he had been ufed ca 
ia in the days of his health ;— " The God, even the father 
'< of our lord Jesus Christ, the father of mercies, and tlie 
<« God cfsdl comfort.** 

Hs waa confifUnt with himfelf through every part of his 
life ; and higher advancements in itation, even unto the highelt, 
•oly caufed him to exert the vinues of charity and kumiiity 
iXL a more exemplary manner. His condefconfion to his 
brethren of the clergy, down Co the loweft flacions, hath made 
his memory moft dear bath in the north smd ibuth of £ngland, 
and in thofc parts of Wales where he once prcfidcd. No 
prelate ever felt with a morp tender compai&on for the 
wants and diftreifes of the inferior clergy ; he felt indeed witK 
a true chriftian benevolence for the wants and dillrelTcs and 
fufferings of all his fellow creatures, and largely contributed to 
the relief of numbers in his life time, and, by the charitable be- 
qucfts in his will, his goqd wor^s followed him beyond the 
grave. His unfeigned modefty prevented all attempts of do-. 
fng jufticc to his charafier upon the marble, which covers hi» 
remains in the fouth chancel of Croydon church j but it is, 
without exaggeration, expreffed in the following words, whicH 
are for the moft paf t taken from an infcription on the tomb of 
another prelate, who lived iu the beginning of xh^ laft cen- 
tury, 

" Vitaeque ac morum turn gravitate, turn fuavitate exfmius ; 
•« cxteriori corporis dccore fpcdlabilis ; politiori fermonis ele- 
** gantia prxilans ; concionator idem difertiilimus ; haereHn, 
« et hypocrifin, validiflime perofus ; potioribus animi dotibus 
<* adornatus; memorianempefidelJ,ingenio feHci, judicioacri, 
«« Et in rerum adminiilratione prudentia et fortitudine, cun^ 
«« rcfpuyic^ pcricliurctur, admurabHij propatria; pro regc 

** opiimo^ 



*' Optimo, pttria patrc integerrimo ; pro fide pUra^ ct iefsi" 
'" trata eceicfia; Anglicanae vcre chriftiahae ; mori non detrrt* 
•« tans.'* 

After that moA kumane and truly chriflian prelate, whom 
this church hath the honor of numbering in the lift of its deans, 
with whom can we dofe the account of deceafed worthies 
A) properly, as with the late moft pious and charitable dean. 
Dr. JoHW NswcoMB, Llidy Marc a RiT^s l^iirer of divi- 
nity^ and m after of St. Johii*s college, in the univerfity of 
Cambridge ^ He was dean of this church from 1744 to 1765, 
had fupplied with' great reputation the divinity chair at Cam- 
bridge during the latter part of Dr. Bent let's life, the then 
regius profeflbr 1 who for feveral years before his death retired 
from all public buiincfs. This dcati bequeathed by his laft 
will one hundred pounds to the repairs of the cathedral. He 
was happy many years in the itrideft mutual afiedtion of die 
conjugal ftate, with a moil accompliOied lady: her modeily 
and humility always ftrove to conceal the great powers and 
extraordinary improvements of her mind. Bat no perfon of 
difcernment could be long acquainted with that excellent wo- 
mian, without efteemi^g her one of the nMft perfcd pieces of 
humafi niti^rt. 

The predeccflbr in the dekntry to Dr. JoHii I^ewcomb, 
Was Dr. William Bernard, who fuceeeded to iarchbifliop 
Herring, as dean of this church in 1743 : but was prompted 
the year following to the biQi^prick of Raphoe in Ireland,- from 
whence he was tranflated to the bifl^oprick of Deriy : and dy- 
ing in England in 1768, was interred i» Weftminfter-abbey 5. 
of which church he had been pr^pbcjadaijr bcfprc his tdvan^ ' 
jDtLent to the deaneiy of Rochefier^ 
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The GRAMMAR-SCHOOL, 

THE ichool and haufe for the upper mafter joins to the 
gate of the church precinils, leading towards St. Mar- 
garet's and the room over that gate betoiigs to the mailer's houfc. 
This ichool was founded by Henry VIII. with an appointr 
ment of an upp/cr and an under mafkcr, and of twenty boy^ 
called *' King's fcbolars ; " to be educated on the foundation^ 
with a yearly allowance, which they have, each of them, from 
the church. The fchool waa eftabliihed, according to the 
jwofds of the charter ; *' Ut pietas et bonae literae perpctuo in 
*^ nofba ecclcfia fuppullefcant, crefcant,et floreant; et fuo tem- 
** pore in gloriam Dei $ et reipublics commodum, et orna^ 
" meatum, frutlificent.'' 

HiWRT Vill. endowed this fchool with four exhibitions, to 
be paid by the church to four fcholars ; two of them to be of 
Oxford, and tw© of Cambridge ; which exhibitions of five 
pounds a year to each perfon, they enjoy till they have taken 
the degree of A. M. provide4 they continue members of the 
univerlities, and have not the good fortune to be eleded fellow^ 
pf their refpe6live colleges. 

The other benefa6lor to this fchool was Robert Gun slet 
Chtk, reftor of Titfcy in Surrey, who by his will, dated 
December 15, i6i8, bequeathed to the mafter-and fellows of 
■IJtifwi^fity college, Oxford, fixty pounds per annum,, for the 
maintenance of four fcholars, to be chofen from the free-fchool 
of Maidftone, and from this grammar-fchool, natives of the 
{county of Kent; who are to be allowed chambers and fifteexj 

poundf 
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pounds a year each ; the preference to be given to his own,: 
relations, particularly to thofeof the name of Ayerst. • 

At this fchool the reverend William Ayerst, D. D, . 
iatc prebendary of Canterbury, received the firft part of his 
education, under Paul Baristow, M, A. The doftor was 
fecrctary to the embaiTy atthe congrefs for the treaty of peace 
held at Utrecht in the year 171 2. He was a gentleman of 
great politenefs and learning; and much efteemed among, 
perfons of the £r{l rank and diillndlion, who were his con- * 
temporaries. 

The late reverend Mr, Jonathan So an, matter of this, 
fchool had the happinefs to educate Mr. John Pilgrim, a 
mott amiable, learned and ingenious youth ; who was re- 

* The fciielars -^rho hare been fent from this fchool, on Mr. GtJNS let's 
foundation, are as follows. (Note F. K. (igniRes founder's kinfmen.) 

F. K. Thomas Ayerft, ele<ftcd for the firft choice, November 17th, i648« 

F. K. Thomas Deane, May 3> 1659. 

F. K, Jarties Dcane. 

F. K. Edward Deane, December 11, 167 1. 

Thomas Allen, June 4, 1685. 
?• K. Thoottis Ayerft, Auguft 31, 1691. 

James Dixon, July 24, 1693. 
F- K. Gonfiey, John Ayerft, March 8, 1700, 

Joh-nWalfall, February 2, 1704. 

James HaleS, April 24, 1716. 

Frapcis Gibfon, March 24, 1 720-2 T?? 

Henry S^inden, September 14, 1722. 

William Dormer, June 17, 1735* 
]F. K» Francis Gunfley Ayerft, October 12, 1744, 

Auften Gammo^, Sjeptember 16, I749« 

Edmund Faunce, February 15, I753« 

Richard Fletcher, February 27, 1756, 

j|iove4 



won» from hence to St, Johi^'s collcsc in Canlbri<3ge. Aapid 
and exteniive w^sJ^i^ pF^rfffe h*; inadfr i" t^fyHifl^eny 
branches of learning, which are affiduoufly cultivated in that 
ancient fcminary. But tihhappily for his family and frieiids, 
diOQgb not for hintfclf, ^nce young ^ h< was, he was cxempla-; 
lily virtuous, and rdfgiousj hts days' were loori* nutnbered. fie" 
£ed in the year 17^3 of a lihgcring difbrder, the ^{Fe£ls pro- 
bably of too intenfe an application to his ftudics, but not befbrd 
he bad befcn favored with one of the higheft marks of diftinci 
tion, the univcrlity of Cambridge confers on foch of her mem-. , 
bcrs who excell in j5hiIofophic fciences, and had aHb obtained 
one of the honorary rewards judicioully inllituted in the pre- 
ceding year hf ft$ illuftrious chancellor, the late duke of New- 
caflle, in order to encourage the advancement of daffical 
knowledge. 

Mr. Soak might alfo judly boafl of having htid fo)- his fcholSir 
the Jatc worthy and eminent {icrjeant, Richard Leigh, efq^ 
recordcf of this city : whofe death is a lofs julUy lamented by 
dds town, and by his counh-y^ 

Tars myaj grammar fehool is at prefent in a florirtiing iStu- 
•tion: The prcfcnt upper mafter is the reverend Thoma* 
Thompsons B. D. Fellow of St. John^s college in Cambridge; 
and vicar of Hoo in the neighborhood of Rochefter : and the 
adiibint mailer is the reverend Henry Jones, A. M. vicar iiaf 
Berfted in the noight>orho6d of M.aJ<il]to»9> 
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St. Nicholas Church. 



THE churches of St. Nicholas, it. Mafgariit, and Strood» 
are the only three now ftandhig within the liberties 
of the city of Rochefter ; but mention is made in the Re gist. 
RoFF. of one dedicated to St. Mary; and that there was 
another to St. Clement^ appears from various Writings of a 
much later date. That of St. Mary was t>lac<d without the 
wall in the fouth eaft quarter of the city» On a pieee of iand 
called the " Healve aker/' which was given by Ethel wolf 
king of the Weft Saxons^ with the confent ofETHELSTAN 
icing of Kent, to duke Ealhere *. The church of St. Cle- 
ment was not fuffered to go to decay f, or rather was not ap- 
plied to a ufe different from what it was originally deligned 
for, till sifter the reformation, when the parifli was united to 
that of St. Nicholas. This laft is probal^y the more antient 
parifh J the name of it occurs as early as the time of Gun- 
dulph: and from the expreffions ufed by that prelate, it 
&ould feem that there was a diftri£t under that denonuna- 
tion, prior to the conqueft J. The inhabitants of it, however, 
had not any peculiar ehurch for many centuries after, but 
they had a right to offer their devotions at an altar in the ca- 
thedral which was ftyled <* the parochial altar of St. Nicho- 

♦ SdefeEoisT.RoFr.p. aji 

f A fate for the reparation of tlu» church wis ordeied to bs^ttade tt th« 
•Khdeacon's vifitatioQ, Oaober 25, 1529. 

t SceRaozsTfRorr. p.^i 

D d « las.*! 
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•* las." Some have thought, and it was indeed a claim avow- 
ed by the monks, that their right reverend patron and pro- 
^tlui ' had fetriedTJirthem'ndt oaty^alt'the tythes oFthe pa- 
rifh, but all the profits of the altar ^ however, the words of 
this fufpicious grant imply no more, than that the prior and 
CQnvei^ w^rc ta prefbnt io xhc bifliop the clerk who fliould. 
officiate at it. And when, after sb tedious iiiit at the court o£ 
Rome, pope Coelestine, at the earncil foiicitation of bi- 
ihop •As<:fii'ftN, grafted a bull of reilitution to the convent 
0f St. AndreWj oi many churches of which archdeacon Ro- 
bert PoLEYtt had forcibly deprived them ; the altar of St. 
Nicholas is faM to have been reftoced to Jordan the chap- 
lain, as if he Jiad* been the perfon more imrnediately intcreib- 
fd *, During the eccleiiaftical adminiitration of Walter, 
who far in this fee from the. years 1147 to ii8y, the religi- 
ous certainly obtained an appropriation of this dtar \ : this 
grant wifcs fet afide by GLAi«viLL;.who' refervcd,, or, more 
proper^, reftored to the bifhc^s of Rochefter, the right of 
collatiag a clerk to this parifh ; but in order to heal the rup- 
ture which had long "fiibiifted between him and the monks^ 
^ cooleiited that they fhenild quietly enjoy an annual pen- 
fion of forty fhiliings, which was to be paid to them quarter- 
ty, by the incumbent for the time being % ; and as it is term- 
ed '^ A due and accultomed pcnfion," I conclude that the 
officiating chaplun, on his appointmei^ to that office, had al- 
ways agreed to pay them that fum, in confideration of his being 
peittnitted to Tecetve all thev emoluments of the cure. From 
the time of Glanvill, the patronage of this living has 
xemained in the hifhops of this fee ; an i ajift of the vicars, 
with very few interruptions, may be deduced from the y^at 
1519. 

♦ SccReoist. RopF. p.8. 
t Zl^id. p. 43 aad sz%^ t Ibid. p. 5*9; i4» 
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hs thor account of the cathedral, alretUly given ib this wortr, 
p. 71; it WAS intimated tjbat the. quarter of the church, in 
which the altar of St. Nieholaa was origmaliy p]aeed> could 
noL be accurately determined ; but the readisr- was apprifed 
of itsi being removed into die tipper end of the nave, not 
fai: from the ileps leacUog into tike •choin As this* -change 
was mad;c without the piivity^ or tfndoubttedly without the 
couibnt of the pariihoners, it occaitmied mt eltbrcation' be- 
tween them: aad the monks ; hut the difierence was- aft letigth 
compromifed, as Ai^pems. by a judicial a6l dated the 6th of 
Apnl^ i'3'i(2v and printed in the Re gist*. R-off. p: 5455 
fome of the terms were, that ** neither the vicar nor his fubiti- 
■** tute Ihould, without notice, celebrate mafs at that altar, 
** eascept on Sundays ' and on the feftival ef • all fkints ; St, 
** Nichplas^i the nativity, of- aur LOI10 ; and of the puTifica- 
** tion of the virgin Mary; and. th«* «ven on tfe>fe days 
*' they fhould oiEciate ak an. hour that would leail irrterfere' 
** with the time Okf the mbnJos performing thed^ rdigibus fer- 
^* vices.'* The vicar was indeed permitted, if he pleafed; 
to preach to his flock on the faur principal fcafts, and even' 
on Sundays; but this duty was to be difdiarged immediately 
after mafs was ended. Every paiifliipner, on> being convii^led 
of a. breach of the rules eilabliihed in this agreeme^t'> was, ' 
for. each ofience, to forfeit four ihilJings, which fines-were t6 
be applied, towards defraying- the expences- oB the hojff- wi^r. 
It is. plain from this inftance, and: from oth^v circumft&ncea 
which might be-fpeciiiedi that much inc<Mivenienee and tr©u^ 
ble muA unavoidably have enfucd to the monks^ from* the 
right which the inhabiti«M:s of this paroohiai diflrift had to 
frequent the altar of St. Nicholas'; and yet fo delirous were 
the former of keeping, the latter in a. ftane- of-dependence on 
the nwther churoh, that tho»gh in tlas deed there is a kind* 
of promiiefFom the prior and his chapter to accommodate the 
pariihioBcrs ^ith a piece of ground on which they might e- 

» d 2 f pSt 



condua, however, of bifhop YoWokVatid the intc^fifloii 
of archbijhpp CtttCHELV, to whole ar bitf adoki all paitfckdii-- 
fentcdto fubmit, at Icngfli prevailbd' wer the pndt^' aiid 1)8- 
ftinacy of the monks^,- ibid tie iiihkbitsite were;^f k cbiA]^- 
fitioA dated March 7, 1421; foffeie^ to fib1ft4ic»ii4i?«the 
walls of which had been raifed RvtnA years before^ ih tfi€ 
north fide of the cemetery. This agrcctneht 5s ihferted in\Re* 
Resist. Rofp; p. 563, to which book ! Prefer thc.^ridus 
reader, a» T hate only room to take notice of ibme^^Wie- 
prSjttcipal wtScWs bf it. . i- - .^n/^ i^: lu /^ 

' ' ^ ' ' "-■ •■ ■• ■ ■ ■ :;^ : ^f.: rbto stniiu ^ 

Akd by die fifft article of the agreem^, irfw'^ifehal^ir 
taiits ci this piirlfli were on no account to enlarge^ wi*^ut\ 
leave of the cqnvept, the original bailding, except bf tk^^d- ' 
djtion Of 4 belfry *, at the north weft end ofthe church t^Uts^ 
die hours v^rere afccrtahxed on which they were periftitt^d ^t^- 
itflg the beHsi The parifliioners were to renoimce dieir j^ld 
cfeia of perforhihJg divine offices at the altar of St.. NieliJolas 
within the cathedral ; but as a mark of their obedience to 
that chuix:h, they were to attend the celebration of mafs oa 
the $$j of its dedication ; and the vicar was likewife, as for- 
iHeijy,- to bear the hoft in the proccffion of the monies^ oft' 
fomP particttlir days, of the year. As folemti pK>ce(&on»^^iii 
tjiat fuperftitious age, were judged to be an effendat paft^of 
reKgious fervice; and as the diilria allotted to the parifhk>ll- 
crs was very confined, the monks confented, that thc/1ho*M, 
after ^idking rpund the north-eail fide of St. Nicholas \!hai<h; 

• ■ - ... \:.nj*'.!» 

♦ Wm I belfrjr was firft en&td is not clear, certainly not httM' iV^il 
becaufe Alicia Hunt bequeathed by her will, which was dated in 
^Vf ^f*^ /^^ ^arks, to be paid by her execvitoxs., ff^ij^ vit^Vfj'TT^'- 
*f brici campaniiij ccclcf. St. Nich. Roffen. ' ' , p,. J 



e^^fiji^to tbe< cathedral at tl^c4pfv. ^tiie.iioiftkcpofs^ an4 
pi^p^ c^ itagain at tke ppxth ipwi^^ng^tJ^shcy^chvLich^ 
y^d.;.. The inhabitants were ip he permitted ..ta bury m this 
pwtoCthfc reroerery, on payiog; a ceitai? &c.j<>the ferviiu of 
the|.ron^ent!» whofe, duLty,!/^ wasi to dig the gr^ve$ ;,,but t^fy had 
a ughttointorr their dead in th« other grouudf.withoutjxiaking 
aay ackn9wkdg2nent : howeyer, ^\moSt al^l the foacE^ of both 
charch- yards, were to be repaired and renewed at the charge of 
the pariih^ T^ this article of the compoiitioa was not well 
obr(u-v«d».i$ evident from fundry prefontmentSy la the biihop's 
court, againift thexhurc/i- wardens and inhabitants for their neg- 
le^ of it ; and in the year 1 5 1 4, the vicar was prohibited the per- 
forming of divine offices^ becaufe the hogs were fuffered to enter 
daily, into this confecrated ground, and deiboy iths grains of 
perlbiifr who were interred therein. A difference arqfe between 
the. cQaveot and the parifliioners of St. Nichola^j foen a(ter the 
^(hing their church, from tlieir attempting to ere^ ^ porch 
at the weft end. The monks were tp be, cam^eiuled^ for- put- 
ting SL ftop to this work, as it was a direct vidati^n of the 
original agreement, and particularly as the new-rbnUding muft 
ll0ve obftra^ed the pai&ge leading from the cemetery gate to 
the cathedral, and to the entrance into the priory. They 
applied to the biihop for a redrefs of this grievance 1, aed< his 
l9rd£bip» having cited the church wardens, the ma^r, and feme 
of t{v9^^citizeo8, to appear before him, they promifed -that the 
)#rph ihpuld be immediately removed. No deimgtion, as 
£affrM^ I can learn, is extant of this church*; but it r^ppears 
fy^Ofk the copy of the will of Thomas Shemykc^ dated 
Slifptepiber 1593, that there were (everal chapels, or at leaft 
different altars on which lights were conftandy burning. For, 
^f^i^r ^irefting his body to be buried in die.chai\cfil ofwXady 

-^y'fiAft^Was ccrtaini^ an entrance ftpm the flwtjif frc RtdtsirrlloM. 

p. 565. • • "••'■-:. ^-^- 
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isf St. HicHOLAS churcK; and having bequeathed ten fhllluigft 
to f J>e bigji aaltar for his tythes forgotten, he gives to the Lady- 
Hif^K lA t;he bQ4yof the church three ihillings and four pence» 
t^t^ lights of St. GeorgOj, St. £rafmus,St. Nicholas, and Sc« 
AAthony, tenrpence each, and to the lights of the aultars of the 
txsojlj and St. Joone, the fame fum* The teftator was in 
tf^^KJ^ xo^lances a benefa^or to thi$ church j he gave thirty Ihil- 
fij^ tq the bell bchoofe q/ it, and fifteen ihiUinga to the re- 
p8{4(ioB of the fleepk ; ho Ukcwife bequeathed a. fine furplice 
<)f eight- pcnp^ a» ell, and to the chaingjing q£ orgaimes five 
fiHiUine». The firfi: church lafted near two hundred .years ^, but 
hecoii^ing aj&oat (620 incapable of a thorough repair, it wa» 
t^len davtrn^ and a m^ OAe» which isnow ftandisg^ erededon 
dieraineipoc* 

ThAs building wa$. epn&crated Septemben 24^ 1624^ ^f 
pr. John $^CK,'E&lI)os, biihop of Rocheikr f: it extcjads in 
kngth fi:om eaft to wefti one hundred feet, andfvom north to 
fouth. fixty feet; it h: a very fubftantial building; the ilone 
vralis are of a. coi^dexaJble thicknefs, and fupponed 00 ali 
(ides by buttrelTes; it confifts of a nave and two ifles, the 
i^es are divided front the nave by two ranges of lofty 
ftone colqinns, from which fpring the Gothic arches that 
fuppor^ the roof; the church is fpacious, and extremely 
w^l co^ilru£t^£>r publip worihip. In the chancel is a very 
|)i^(lfviiae. wiainfirot altar-piece of the Corinthian order, fmel^ 
qpri(:hed; this s^tar-piece was given by Edwab^d Bartho- 
l|p;4.]^w,. enquire, A. D. 1706 ; the fame gentleman gave for 
t}ie ufeqf.this ch«i?ch, z filver flaggoas, and a patten of thirty 

% It aiipcars teiiave- been con^ntcd on the i8th of Pecember 1423; 
fee Recist. Roff. p. 570. 

it Ob thr follovnngdayx the like ceremony was pe}:fonned qa an adr 
^ittoaal burial grovad. 

pounds 
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pounds price. From a lift of bcnefaflbns near the.^^-piecc 
it appears,- that Edwaud Harlow, in 1609, 5*^^ * S'^^^ ^**P 
forthe fervice of thecommunion :" Francis Brooke, efquirc^ 
in 1703, gave a large filver plate for colledlitig the offerings at 
the communion: HfeNRY Austen, gentlci^an, in 170^ 
gave two very hand Tome and large common ptayer books td 
be placed at the communion table. In three of the north. 
windows are -the arms of feveral families painted *, in gpoci 
prefcrvation. • Near the weft door is a Very ancient j^ne 
font, with the word CRISTIAN round it in ancient capi* 
tals. Thcire are but few monuments or infcriptions of anp 
cottfiderable antiquity in this church, two only are pre&rved 
ef whfet ^^erc in the former fabric ; orne is an infcription OA 
a'braf* folate fixed in the* fouth wall, to tlic memory of Tndw 
MASON Hall, who died the 30tk ef Aaguft, ij^j j th^ 
other is a flkt ftone lying'in the chaheelj^vlrhich, by ^n istfi^ith- 
tixMi, :appeara to have been laid d<d^n in 1577- 1%cre-^ 
Several elegant monuments of a krei* date/ one in |>arti<P 
cnlar ereded near the weft d06r, f tht memoiy of GnoAot 
OoRDt>K, cfquire, late amcfchant of tHbcity. The gn^uMd 
cf the niche and tympan cf tht p^dirtieAt iaie jafpcr marbk--*- 
The embellifhments are ftatuary ihirblc ckgantly eifeCff^edL 
At the north weft angle of the chuidi is a (^uare ttmtt odtt-- 
tuning two bells. 

It has been already mentionedj that the ptm^ Barti^lf 
•ailed St, Clement is united to this of St. Nicholas > hm, dw^ 
date of the confolidaiion cannot be abfolnt^y dtt:8naBine4^ m 
no public inftrumcDi relatk^ to it is extant. Dr. llA8.tis,iii 
his hiilory of Kpnt, fays, ft was done b^ a^ ^'ptLf)km^ai m 
the reign of Edward VI. but as no fpecial law for that pur- 
pofe occurs in the flatute book daring the n^gn of ^tat pfij$cc. 



* The arms in the north wkiow i»tb» ciMKfet- ai«nflte&^|am 
ColE^HAltf, e%iie, aiict ald«rin«Mi ^ tlit» city, who fet oy &a$ MJiifeirifc 
kis.avn charge ia 1624, the year in vhi^hthc church was fiai/hed, 

it 
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it fccms moft probable that the junflion was effefled by the 
37th of HiNRY VIII. c. 21. (A.D. 1546) by which churches 
might be united, where one of them is not above the yearly 
value of fix pounds, particularly in corporations, with the 
confent of the chief magiftrate. And there is one clrcum- 
Itance^hich inclines me to believe that this confolidation was 
made foon after the pacing of that llatute : for the living of 
St. Clement being vacant in February 1538, by the death or 
cef&on of John Ha r rope, the laft redor collated to it, the 
pariih, as appears from the confiitorial adts, was ferved by dif- 
ferent curates to 1546, but from that date no mention is made 
of any aiTiilant clergyman. A confiderable part of the walls of 
this church is Hill remaining at the entrance into the lan« 
formerly called St. Clement's, but now Horfewaih-lane ; the 
call end or chancel is viable ; the fouth wall, or a part of it, is 
now the front of three houfes almofi oppofite to Bridge-lane^ 
and the north wall forms the baek of thefe hoyfes: the 
width of the church does not appear to have been above forty 
feet, and a row of pillars and arches extended from eaft to weft 
at about fourteen feet from the north wall, making a narrow 
iile. Two of the pillars and one arch are ftill to be feen very 
entire in the third houfe belonging to Mrs. B u r g i s . Adjoin- 
jng to the north wall of the church was the chureh-yard, 
which had become private property, A. D. 1580, as appears 
from an entry in a court roll ; and according to another minute 
in the fame roll, the garden of the parfonage was fltuated at no 
great diHance from the mill ditch, and the north wall of the 
city. In a former part of this work, p. 50. mention was made 
of aehapel being ereded at the eaft end of the bridge by Sir 
John Cobham *. It was called " AUefolven chapel f,*' and 

. # On the ground where the chapel ftood,- a very neat ftoiie building was 
en^ed by the wardens of the bridge in 1735 ; the upper part of this buiid- 
i&g is termed the bridge chamber, and it is here the wardens hold their 
t c ti ngs. On the froot of the building afe the arms of fereiml benefac- 

three 
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ttrcc chatjjdms; to be appointed by-th^'Witftefis: of the bridge^ 
were to, ofEciate in it. lliey were to-kavo apirtmcats in 
tjie fepules contiguous to the chapel, in which they were to be 
conflajady refident, and each of them was to receive an annual 
^jowancc of fix pounds. Thefe ftipcnds were to be defrayed 

,pu{ofeftat«apj)fopriatedtothe repair of the bridge; but there 
i>^i^$ ^ deficiency* in thefe revenues, on an application to king 
JI^Ei|fiYY^''rl^at prince, in 1421, granted to the chaplains 
^iy'early. fe^ farin rent of one hundred (hillings, which the 
^bfeey of St AulUn's, in Canterbury, ufed to pay to the crowoi 

J5cj«ji^4s; i^ this county *, The pious founder of this chantry 
-j^figl^^d ix chiefiy for the life of travellersf j and as it was ficuatdd 

j^thin^lJIf e jpajriili of^t Clement; he took every potfible-precau- 
|ioi» .that the re£lors of tliat dillri(fl fhould not be fuffetets^hy 
thif iivftitufion. .Some months previous to the endovrmtw J, 
•rticlc? ; G^ , coflipoiition were figned by John T u t-KO r ;• of 
Jj^mbcth, ^e incupibent at that time, and David ^H«"nE, 
chaplain,., by wh^^ it was. ilipuiat'ed,^ among -other ^thittgs, 

,.that all the oblations made in ,th'6 iiew* ere(?ted chapel • (hoidd 
be delivered to the xedlors. Tlie profits of this bene^ce bdng 
vciyfmall J, it was neccffary to fccurc to the incumbents every 

* SeeREOis^.RoFF. p. 573. ' - 

' f There was a chantry on the StiDod^e of the idver adjoining to tha 
bridge, built for the fame ufe. $^ R^ c. Henry Hox^se ach, fol. 42. b. 

X See Reg 1ST. Rofpews. p. 557- It was finifhcd and cndoyred A. IX 
X394, and not X397> ts printed by mii^ke.in page 50 of this hiftory, ^ ' 

§ The income of this reftory muft have been very triflinfy as^it Hmrer 
was in charge for firft fruits and tenths, nor was it, as <ar as appears, tver 
fubjcft to an aflcflment, except of one Ihilling in the year 1533, towards 
defraying the expence of a proftor for the conyocation -, whereas A*J>» 1523 
the fenior prieft of this chapel was taxed at fix pounds, thuteta H^t^H^t 
i&dt%ir^eii?e and the other two at fix pounds each. ; ; ;j- g, jui 

• ^ • ' : .w .; 113903 
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emolument of this kind; and whisn maifes and other fuperftitious 
ceremonies of the Romiih church, were aboiifhed, there was 
no longer a fufficicnt income for the fupport of a minifter; and 
this was the reafon of the parifli of St. Clement being annexed 
fo that of St. Nichofas, after the commencement of the rcforma>' 
Cion. Another union or addition feems to be now wanting ; for 
the proportional valiie of this, as, of mofttown livings, being 
much diminiflied, the annaal' profits are an inadequate allow- 
ance for the trouble of fo popuibus and laborious a cure. As 
die net income of it exceeded Mty pounds in the reign of queen 
Anne, when a valuation was made of all parochial benefice?, 
the vicars where not only debarred the advantage of an augmen^- 
tation from the bounty of that princefs, but alfo remained fub- 
jeft to a heavy charge of firft fruits and tenths *. The biihops 
ef Rocheiler are, as Before obferved, tiie patrons pf St. Nicholas ; 
and their lord (hips having likcwife in their difpofal fevenrf fmafi 
livings in the neighborhood of this city, it will moft probably 
be hereafter found expedient to collate the vicar of this parifh 
to one or other of thofe Benefices. A houfc was allotted to the 
incumbents fome centuries ago ; it is fituated not far from the 
fi-ee-fchool, and a piece ctf ground belonging to it extends to tte 
north wall of the city : fome part of this old houfe was re- 
built by the late reverend Mr. John y ad e. A quit rent of 
one fhilling and' eight-pence per year is paid for it to the dean 
and. chapter of Hochefter, as lords of the manor of Ambree- 

^ Anno 20 Edward I. A. Tf» is^iy St. Nicholas was rated onlyit 
five marks : by the valuation taken in the reign of Henry VIIL it.wa» 
TU&d Co cireniy po«adS| eight (hillings^ and nine-pence. 
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St. Catherine's Hofpital, in Eaftgate* 

AMONG otlicr charitable foundations in this city, is that 
of St. Catherine's hofpital, built and endowed fo early 
as 1 316, by Symon Potyn, mafter of the Crown inn*. Phy 
it Is, that no other well dilpofed perfons of this neighborhood 
or county, have in fo long a time added their "beneficence ta 
flie increafing of the very fcanty revenue of this charity ; ex- 
cept one gentleman who will be mentioned in the clofe of thia 
article : and it were the rather to be wiflied ; as the poor perfons 
in this hofpital, who, with that fmaH addition, have not a fuf- 
ficiency for the neceffary fupport of life, in thefe times, .are yet 
conlidered as difqualificd for receiving a farther relief from the 
parifh, or from other -charities. The defign of this inftitution 
will appear from the will of the founder, wJhiich, as it is la 
many refpe^ls curious, is here inferted. 

The Laft Will of Stmond Potyn. 

< ▼ N the name of God.. Amen. In the worfhip and w- 
^ JL verence of alm^ghtic God ouer Lorde Jhesu Christ, 

* and his moder faint Marie th^ blelled vlrgine, and all hollie 

* fain tea of paradice, I Symon d Poifyin:, dwcllinge in the 

* inne called the Crowjie in faint Clementes parifhe of Ro- 

* cbefter, have ordeined an howfc with the appurtenaunces 
\ ,called the Spittell of faint KaUierine of Rochefter, in the 

* fuburbe in Eaftgate, with fuche chardge that if it happe anie 
« man or woman of the cittie of Rouchefter to be vifited with 
' Icpre, or other fuche difeafes that longe to impotence, with 
' unpower of povertie, there Iholde be receaved in the fame 
' Xpytcll, and there for to abide be almes of all chriftien peo- 
' pie, ajnd ihc foreCiidc lepires, or other poucr mendicantes 

♦ Simon Pot in appears to have reprefented this city in feven jUV^a* 
4|ients in the reigns of Es vr ard I. and If. 
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* after my dayc in thyme cominge that theare now be, and 

* theic that ihalbe in the fame fpitcll, fhalbc under the go- 

* vernaunce and correction fpcciali of the vicary of faint NU 

* cholas of Rouchefter, and the heires of -me the fame Sy- 
« MOND PoTYN, dwcllingc in Crowne afforefaide, and be 

* John St. Denys and his heyres, and be the bay ley of the 

* fame cittie for time beinge. Fyrft, the faide vykerie and 

* other perfons (hall make and ordeine the priour in the fame 

* fpytell, and after him remeve, if lawful! caufe afltith, and 

* put in an other perfon able, and theie fhall chard ge all other 

* that there fhalbe dwellinge, that theie fhalbc good and true 

* and obeifant unto theire priour, and that theie fhall do his 

* commaundementes at all times to theire power, alfo the 

* gooddes that theie take of almes well and trulie theie fhall 

* deliver them to their priour, fo that the priour deliver and 

* departe the forefaide gooddes amonge them, everie parfon 

* after the quantitie, fo that the fpytell have his parte as it 

* comes to, for chargies that longe thereto ;' alfo the xhcn or 
« the wemcn of the aforefaide fpytell, fhall not pafTe nor 

* departe outc of the fpytell withoute leave afkinge of 

* their priour. Alfo that none of them be oute of the 
« fpytell after the fonne goinge doune, but if it be for the 
« profite of the priour, and all other perfons of the howfe j alfo 

* that none of theni haunt the taveme to go to ale, but when 

* theie have talent or dcfier to drynke, theire fhall bye theare 

* drinke, and brynge yt to the fpitell ; alfo that none of them 

* be dcbator, baretor, dronkelew, nor rybawde of his tounge, 

* nor of other mifrule nor evell governaunce, and if anie be, 

* the priour, with tweyne good men of Eaflgate, fhall com to 
^ the vicari^, ^d other perfons afbrefaide, ind make there 
^ . complaintc, and then the vicarie, and other perfons, fhall 
^ put them oete of the fame fpittle for evermore, withoute 

* anie thinge takinge with them but theare clothinge and 
? theare bcdde ; alfp thei? fl|ali have in chardgc that at certeine 

I Jxpwe? 
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* hower at morn, and an other howet' at evCB, be affigne-* 

* ment of theire priour, theie fhall faie in evcfic howcr 
« our ladie fawtcr, for the profpcrkie of our liege lordc the 

* kinge of Englande, and all the realme of Englande^ and for 

* the good Hate of the fame S ymond while that he live, and for 

* his fowUe, and all chriftien when he is ded, and to kepe the 

* fame reule or better, be difcretion of good confcience of the 

* vicarie and perfons afforefaide now and evermore. Dated 

* in the feaii of Chrifhnas in the yere of our lorde Jhesu 

* Christ M.ccc.xvr. reign'mge oar lorde kinge Edwards 

* called of Carnarvan, the fonne of kynge Edward b the fyrft 

* after the conqueft.* 

This Hofpital efcaped at the reformation, and continued ta 
be ufed according to the will of the founder, fuperflition ex- 
cepted ; but toward the clofe of the laft century, abufes hav- 
ing arifcn a complaint was lodged againft the perfons concerned 
by the churchwardens and overfeers of the parifh of St. Ni- 
cholas, that the hofpital of St. Catherine was in a ruinous con- 
dition, and like to go to decay ; the revenue being reduced, 
by the mayor of the city and the vicar of St. Nicholas letting 
the leafes for fmall fums, and for a long term of years. On 
this reprefentation a commiffion of inquiry vvas ordered by the 
high court of chancery to be held at the Bull inn in Rochefter, 
29ih January 17045 and on full proof of the malpradices com- 
plained of, they obliged the lefTees to deliver up their leafes, 
and accept them for a lliorter time, and pay one hundred 
pounds towards putting the faid hofpital in proper repair, 
and in defraying the charges of fuing out and profecuting the 
faid commiiBon. " They alfo decreed and adjudged, that foff 
«* the preventing abufes of the fame charity, for the future ; all 
" new leafes to be let of the pofieffioiis of the faid hofpital, or 
f' any part thereof, ihall be let by the mayor and citizens of the 
^* faid city of Rochefler^ under their common feal, by and 
ff yyiti the confc»t of the vicar of the faid parilh of St. Ni- 

** cholas> 



** trholas, Ibr the time being, as one of the" patrons of tkc fail 
** hofpital ; and that no leafe be hereafter let for any longer 
** term, than for one and twenty years; and that in every fuch 
•♦ leafe there be refcrved, for the ufe of the faid hof|Htal, yearly, 
*' fo much rent at the leaft, as two full third parts of the real 
** and improved value of fuch demifed premifes ihall bona fide 
** be worth. Except only in fuch cafes, where any leafe or 
*' ieafes, (hall be let of any waftc or unbuilt ground ; upon 
'* vvhich occafion it ihall be lawful for the encourageing of new 
** building, to Jet the fame for any term not exceeding forty 
*' yeacfi:— They alio decreed, that the devi and chapter of the 
^* cathedral church of Rochefter, together with the mayor of 
** Rochefter, and vicar of St. Nicholas, ihall be the patrons 
** and vifitors of the faid hofpitd. The provider of the other 
** charitable ellates of this city, to account for the revenue and 
** diiburfements of the faid hofpiral." 

This hofpital is fituated near the Star in Eaflgate, was re- 
built in 1 7 1 7 ; it contains twelve apartments, which are oc- 
cupied by the like number of aged people, who, befide their 
habitation, are allowed twelve chaldron of coals, and fix dozen 
of candles every year among them; and are paid each about one 
pound fix ihillings a year, out of the profits of the ellates, after 
a dedu<5lion of what the cafual and neceflary repairs of the 
hoipital and apartments therein amount unto. 

Alderman Bailey of the city of Rochefter, by his will 
dated September 14, 1752, bequeathed three hundred pounds 
in truft *, for the poor of St. Catherine's, in addition to their 
fcanty allowance ; and with the addition of fome further private 
contributions, four hundred pounds bank annuities were pur- 
chafed at three and a half per cent, (o that each of the twelve 
poor inhabitants of this hofpital receive an equal (hare of the 
dividend arifing therefrom* 

* The prcfent truftees for this legacy, Ire Mr. RofifikT ChaPMAN, of 
Raiaham, and William Gordon, £i4* of thk city. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Watts*'s Charity. 

RICHARD WATTS, cfq. of Rochcfter*, in qnecrt 
Elizabeth's time, dwelt iir a houfe called Satis, oa 
Bolly-hill, in the pariih of St. Nicholas, in this city, whicR 
houfe is now 4iie pioperty of Joseph Brook, efq. His no- 
ble charity to the poor of this city will appear by the foF- 
lowing fummary of his will, dated t :e 22d of Augufl 1579". 
He gave unto his wife Marian all his lands, tenements, an- 
nuities and freehold eilates whatfoever, for her widowkood ; 
and if fhe married again, then he ga^/e her an annuity of 
twenty marks for her life, chargeable on his faid cftates"; and 
after her marriage or death he willed, that his prmcipai 
houfe called Satis, with the houfe adjoining, the clofes, or- 
chards, gardens, and appurtenances, his plate and honfhold 
furniture, fhould be fold ; and after fome legacies paid there- 
out, the refiduc to be placed out at ihtereft by the mayor 
and citizens ofRochefter, and the intereft and profits to be 
employed to the perpetual fupport of an alms-houfc then crcft- 
cd and (landing near the Market Crofs in Rocheftcr, and that 
there be added thereto, " Six feveral rooms with chimncTs 
** for the comfort, placing, and abiding of the poor wtthm 
** the faid city; and alfo to be made apt and convenient jrfa- 
** ces therein for fix good matrices or flock beds, and othfr 
** good and fufficient furniture, to harbor or lodge in poor 
** travellers or wayfaring men, being no common rogutt 
•* nor proAors t* and they the feid wayfareing men to har- 

« bor 



* Richard Watts, elq. repKfented this city tlie (econdpadiameat 
in the reign of queen El i z ab i t h» 

f It Is generally -thought that the reafbn of Mr. WATTS'sexcladiflg 
.fS*£los( irpmrChe beneiic of this charity^ vtas, that a pro^r had beett cm- 

^\oy9d 
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ff* -hot and JisAg^ iherein jio J^jgcr than one iil^c, unjefs 
** ficknicfs be the farther caufe thereof; and thofe poor folks 
** there dwelling, ihould keep the fame fweet, and courte- 
" oufly intreat the faid poor travellers ; and every of the 
** faid poor travellers, at their firft coming in, to have four- 
** pence ; and thej ihould warm them at the fire of the refi- 
** dents, within the faid houfe, if need be." And further to 
fupport the faid houfe, and to purchafc flax, hemp, yarn, 
wool, and other neceffary Huff to fct the poor of the city to 
work, he gave to the mayor and citizens all other his lands» 
tenements, and eftates for ever. The annual rents of thefc 
lands, &c. at the time of making his will,- amounted to thirty 
fix pounds flxteen ihillings and eight-pence : and his next 
and immediate heirs had authority to infped the accounts of 
the charity every four years. The leafes were not to exceed 
twenty-one years. The yfUl was proved the 20th of Sep- 
tember 1579. 

Mrs. Watts, the fole executrix, married, after fix years, 
to one Thomas Pagitt; and certain doubts arifing about the 
iVill of Mr. Watts, an agreement was entered into between 
the parties, " By which the late Mrs. Watts was 
to keep Satis, the furniture, &c. And in confideration of 
this, ftic was to pay one hundred marks towards repairing 
the alms-houfe, to pay all the moneys willed by Mr. Watts, 
to clear the lands bequeathed of all claims, and to convey 
other lands to the yearly rent of twenty pounds." And the 
mayor and citizens agreed to purchafe hemp, ^c. to fet the 
poor to work, and to provide for travellers as dirci^led. The 



ployed to make his will, -whereby he had given all^ the eftates to himlelf; 
but I am inclined to believe that the word Proftor is derived from procura- 
tor, who was an itinerant prieft, and had difpeniations ffom the pope to 
ah(bUre the fubje^ts.of this realm from the oath of allegiance to^ueen,£LX- 
S^ABET'Uy in whofe reign there were many fuch priefts. 

mayon 
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mayors faccceding are to provide a fufficient citizen, vwthih tell 
days after they arcfwdrn, whofe bufinefs it fhall be to receive 
and difburfe the yearly profits under the name of provider : 
which provider is to deliver an annual account of the re- 
ceipts and difburfments to the dean and chapter, or to the bridge 
wardens. The poor refidlng in the houfc, are to be put in 
by the mayor for the time being. 

Ik this flatc the charity continued until the ytfar 1672, 
when the pariilies of St. Margaret's and Strood complained in 
chancery, by Sir Heneaoi Finch, attorney general, that 
they had no fhare of, nor benefit from, Mr, Watts's charity, 
left for the poor of the city of Rocheftcr, although ^art of 
their pariihes were in the liberties and precin6ts of the faid 
tity. They (hewed, that the eftate at London was leafed by 
Mr. Watts in his life time, for ninety-nine years, at eight/ •, 
pounds per annum, which leafe expired in 1 658 j and from im- 
provements made during the leafe, it then yielded to the mayor 
and citizens of Rochefter two hundred pounds per annum ; and 
that from the ellates in Chatham they received fifty p^ounds 
per annum above the original value *. Notwithllanding 
the defendants, the mayor and citizens, alledged, that no part 
of thofe pariihes were within the city, or the ancient walls or 
limits thereof; yet a decree in that court was made, ordering 
that St.' Margaret's parifh fhould receive thirty pounds a year till 
the leafe of ninety-nine years, of the eftate at Chatham, expi- 
red ; afterwards they Ihould receive fix parts ou£ of thirty, 
which (hall from time to time be made by any improve- 
ment of rents, &c. over and above the faid thirty pounds. 
It decreed to the parifh of Strood twenty pounds on the 
fame condition^ and when the faid leafe expired, four parts 



* The origi^iJil anrttial value of the €ft4re in Chatham, Idft by MV. 
V^aT ts, is in the decree faid tohtfweAty mafks^ ^ual to tHirte^ pounds 

F f di 
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of thirty of the improved rents, together with the twca- 
ty pounds per annum. And the remaining twenty parts 
were decreed to the mayor and citizens of Rochefler for the 
relief of travellers, and other charitable ufcs. The cftatcs of 
this excellent charity are now fo far improved, as to amount 
to near five hundred pounds per annum, the receipts and 
difburfements are regularly infpe^ed by the committee for 
charitable ufes *. 

The houfe appointed for the reception of the poor travel- 
krs, is fituated on the north fide of the High Street, adjoin- 
ing to the cuftom-hoitfe, and is probably the original building. 
A very con&lerable fum was expended by the mayor and 
citizens, on its repair in 1771. Agreeably to the benevolent 
defign of the donor, poor travellers have lodging and four- 
pience each; and that this charity may be the more generally 
known, the following infcription is fixed ovei the dOor : 

RICHARD WATTS Efqr. 

by his will dated 22 Aug 1579 

founded this charity, 

for fix poor travellers, 

who not being Rogues, or Pro£lors» 

may receive gratis, for one Night, 

Lodging, Entertainment, 

and four pence each. * 

in teHimony of his Munificence, 

In honour of his Memory, 

and inducement to his Example, 

Nathx«. Hood Efqr, the prcfent Mayor 

has caufea this flone, 

gratefully to be renewed, 

and infcribed, 

A. D. i77i» 

* The comnuttee of chantable ufes was firft eftablifhed in 1693, by mu« 
mal agreement, between the mayor aud other the governing members of 
this city on one ptrt^ and the freemen on the other ; it it compofed of 
two aldermen, two common council men, and five freemen ; all which an 
chofen annually by the jury 9f the coun Icet; held oa the day of fwearing 
ihic aiayofc That 



[ 219 ] 

That the mayor and citizens of this city have not been 
wanting in fetcing a due value on fo liberal a benefa6lion» 
is evident, not only from the attention they pay to the 
building, and in feeing the generous deiign of the teftator du- 
ly performed; but in 1736 they gave a freih expreffion of 
their gratitude, in caufing a very handfome murai white 
marble monument to be ere^led to his memory, on the fouth 
fide of the door entering into the choir of Rochefter cathedral : 
on the top of this monument is a fmall but very neat bulto 
of Mr. Watts, given by Joseph Brooke, efcj. as appears 
by the following infcriptlon : 

Under the buftp, 

Archetypum hunc dedit 
Jof« Brooke, de Satis, Armr. 

On the marble monument beneath it : 
Sacred to the memory of Richard Watts, eiqr. a principal 
benefaftor to thb city; who departed this life Sept. 10, 
I $79, at his maniion-houfe on Bully-hill, called Satis^ (fo 
named by Q^ Elizabeth of glorious memory) and liesin^ 
terred near this place, ds by his will doth plainly appear. 
By which will, dated Aug. 2i. and proved Sep. 25, 1579^ 
he founded an alms-houfe for the relief of poor people, and 
for the reception of fix poor travelers every night, and for 
im ploying the poor of this city. 

The mayor and citizens of this city, in tellimony of their 
gratitude and his merit, have eredled this monument, A. D* 
1736. Richard Watts, cfqr. then mayor. 

Mr- Readye's Gift. 

ALEXANDER READYE, of Sherborne, in the county of 
Gloucefter, minifter of the word of God, by a deed of 
gift, dated December 9, 1 61 3, gave to the mayor and citizens of 

r £ 9 Rochciler 
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Rocbedim' the fvim of fifty poands, to be by tkem (mployed 
in the manner following. ** The mind of the faid Alex am- 
<* DBR RfiADYB IS, that the mayor of the faid city for the 
" dme being, the two junior aldermen, and the four fenior' 
^ common council men, do, on Tuefdayjn Eafter week, ap* 
** point four young men, two decayed citizens, tradefmea 
** living in the faid city, and two other ancient commonerar 
** ther^, of hgcneft name, houOioiders, and two poor maidens 
<f of good coaverfation, boni within the faid city and fuburhs 
" thereof, to have the ufe of the faid fum of fifty founds for 
** the term of four years," The perfons receiving the money 
to provide each two bondfmen, for the repayment of the rc- 
fpeftivefive pounds; and to appear themfclves on every Eallcr 
Tuefday, at the town hall, to pay to the mayor, &€• 
there prefent, for every five pounds, the fom of twenty -pence, 
until the expiration of the four year?, when the principal it 
to be repaid, and the mayor, junior aldermen, and the 
ftmoT common council are to nominate other perfons, to 
yeceivc and ufe the faid £ve pounds, agreeably to the afore- 
feci ted directions. The fcveral twenty -pcnccs received arc, 
hi the fame deed of gift, diredled to be difpofed of as fol- 
lows : " To the mayor of the faid city for the time being, 
** fixtecn-pence; to the faid twoyoungeft aldermen, and to the 
<* four ddcft of the common council then being with the faid 
** mayor, the faid Tuefday in Eaftcr week, one (hilling each; 
«* to the town clerk, twenty-pence ; to the mayor's fervant 
**■ which ihall call or warn the perfons aforefaid, four-pence 
<^ for his paynes therein taken; and fix flitUings to be given, 
** by appointment of the mayor, &c. to twelve of, the pooreil 
JL and Bficdyft jvrrfans o£ th» a t rni h o ufe, at their pwM-ia-* 
** the parifh church, after evening prayer, the next Sabbath j 
** ?nd the other flxtcen-pencc refidue, to remain amongfl the 
'* company before nominated, towards a drinking.'*— —The 
ice^ of |ift Js ditcdted to be read in the town-hall on every 

Eaftcf 



^zfttt f tiefaty '•ftcf oiinicr, 'and bctorc cvcinttg pnycr nt thc^* 
meeting of the mayors two junior aldermen, and four fenipr 
common council. 



Mr. Gunsley's Charity. 

ROBERT GUNSLEY, clerk, by his will, dated tke 
laft day of June 1618, gave to' his beloved friend 
George Ho;, man, and to his heirs for ever, his redlory and 
parfisnage of Broadhempilon in the county of Devon, and all 
lands, tythes^ and commodities thereto belonging ; to the in- 
tent that the faid George Holm an fhould prefendy after his 
dcccafe procure a licence of mortmain, and fhould convey 
and afTujre the fame to fuch perfon and perfons as iibould b^ 
thought adrifeable, to and for the relief and comfort of the 
poor people inhabiting in the pari&es of Maidftone and Ro* 
chefter ;- one half part of the rents and profits thereof among 
the faid poor people of Maidftone, and the other half parfi^ 
among the faid poor people of Rocheiler, by equal portions j 
to be bellowed in bread every Sabbath-<Jay to feed them, and 
in cloaths to cover them, as the rents and revenues thereof 
would extend and amount unto tycry yesLt. 

The licence of mortmain was afterwards procured, and 
the reftory, p^rfonage, and premifes conveyed according- 
ly j the fum of fifteen pounds fifteen fhillings (being one 
half part of the prefect rent and profits thereof) is beftowe4 
and diftributed to, and among the poor people of Rochefter, 
parfuant and agreeably to the will of the dcmor. This makes 
a portion of the bread which is diftributed in St. Nicholas's 
f hiwch, after fermon, every Sunday it the afternoon. 



Sir 
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Sir John Hayward's Charity. 

SIR John Hayward, knight, by his will, dated the 1 5th 
of Auguft 1635, direftcd, that if any overplus remain- 
ed of his perfonal eftate, after his debts and legacies were paid, 
whatever it ihould be, he willed that his executors might em- 
ploy it towards the relief of the poor inhabiting fuch pa- 
rilhes as his executors thought proper, of which St. Nicho- 
cholas's parifli in Rochefter to be one. 

Accordingly, by an indenture dated the 28th of Novem- 
ber 1651, thetruitees of Sir John Hayward's eftate fet- 
dcd fifty pounds per annum for the poor of St. Nicholas's pa- 
rifh, to be paid from and out of the manor of Minfter, 4n4 
certain mefiuages, lands, &c. in the ifle of Sheppy. This 
was for the fole purpofe of erefting a work -houie, or other- 
wife for fetting on work and employing the poor people, and 
inhabitants of the faid parifh ; and raiiiag and continuing 
a ftock of money and provifions for that purpose. 

These Sheppy cAates increafing in their rents and profits 
from time to time, Francis Barrbll, efq. reiki uary truf- 
trceof Sir John Hayward*s eftate, in the year 171 8, cau- 
fed to be purchafed out of the faid incrcafed profits, fix hundred 
and thirty-fix pounds of principal ftock of the South fea, to 
be difpofed of as he the faid Francis Barrell Ihould ap- 
point. He accordingly transferred the faid fix hundred and 
thirty -fix pounds to the mayor and citizens of Rochefter, 
for the perpetual fupport of three charity (icbools " For teach- 
*' ing and inftruAing of poor children in the principals of the 
«' chriilian religion, and reading and other things," to be called 
Sir John HAY\vARD*scharity fchoojs. Two of thefe fchools 
were direftcd to be in St. Nicholas's parifh, one for teaching 
twenty poor boys of that parifh to write, &c, the mafler to 

have 
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have twelve pounds per annum. The other for twenty poor 
girls of the faid parilh, the miftrefs to have eight pounds per 
annum. The other fchool to be in Strood, the fchoolmafter 
or miftrefs to have ten pounds per annum, for teaching thirty 
poor children of that parifh and Frindfbury. If any furplui 
ihould a rife from the interelt of the faid fum, when chefe 
ilipends are paid, it is to be laid out in buying books, or other- 
wife to the advantage of the fchools. Sec. And if any defici- 
ency ; Mr. Barrell humbly requeiled it might be made good 
from the iifty pounds per annum above -mentioned. By fome 
rule& and orders Mr. Baoi rell made for the perpetual eUa- 
blifhment of the faid fchools> he directed ** The boys to get by 
heart the church catechifm, fome of the pfalms of David, and 
the morning and evening private prayers from the whole du- 
ty of man, and to be taught to read, write, and the common 
rules of arithmetic. That the mailers do read prayers to the 
children morning and evening out of the common pra^rer. book. 
The girls to be taught to read, and the ufe of the needle. The 
children admitted, are to be fuch only whofe parents are not 
able to put them to fchool at their own expence, and none to 
be admitted, until they ihall be fix years of age. The mayor, 
recorder, late mayor, fenior alderman, town clerk of the city 
for the time being, and the miniflers of the refpe6live paafhes, 
to be perpetual governors. The city provider to receive the' 
dividends and pay the mafters and miftrcfles." There arc 
no buildings ere£led for thefe fchools, but the children are 
taught in the refpedtive houfes of the mafters and miftreiTes. 

Thb fix hundred and thirty-fix pounds, by additions in Ilea 
of dividends, and by feveral additions made by the faidFR ancis 
Barr ELL, efquire, hasincreafed to the fum of one thoufand 
one hundred pounds, and fUnds in the company's book in the 
name of the mayor and citizens of Rochelter, in trull for 
Francis Barrbll, efq. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Brooker's Charity. 

ARTHUR BROOKER, Efquire, by his will dated the 
25th of May 1675, gave to the mayor and citizens of 
this cjty, an annuity of four pounds a year, iffuing out of a 
mclTuage and lands in the parifh of Allhallows in the 
hundred of Hoo, in Kent j twenty fhillings whereof he di- 
refted to be paid yearly to the minifter of St. Nicholas to 
preach an annual fermon in that parJfli church, on the day he, 
Mr. Brooker, ihould be buried, and with, and out of the 
remaining three pounds, to dillribute among the poor people 
of the fame parifli *, one (hilling per week, in bread, upon 
every Sunday in the afternoon, and the refidue of the faid 
three pounds, which amounts to eight fhillings, to be given 
among fuch poor people, the day whereon the annual fermon 
fliall be preached. 



Dr. Lamplugh's Gift. 

DR. Lampluch, hiihop of Exeter, and fometime dean 
of Roohcfter cathedral, by a deed of gift dated the 
toth of June 1678, out of his great bounty and good w^ to 
the city of Rochefter, gave fifty pounds to the mayor of the 
city of Rocheller, the dean of Rochefter cathcdAl, the recor- 
der, the fenior and junior aldermen, and the chapter clerk in 
time being, for ever, in truft, to be lent to fuch young men, 
being freemen, tradefmen, and inkabitanti within the faid 
«f«y, a» fhall be nominated by the perfons above-mentioned r 
tto fiim lent to any one perfon, to be Ids than five pounds, 

. * At tht 4ifcretion of the churchwmrdens and orcrfecn thereoL 

ii«r 
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tai xnoxA ihzn ten pounds ;.ilML.42er£)as.j-j:cciYing tbi^^l&oi^^ 
to give fuch fecurity as the namin^tors IhalJ approve of; to. 
be repaii within four years r the nominators to meet in the 
town-hall on every Tuefday in Whitfun week, and the receiver 
to pay twenty-pence for every five pounds; which intereHis 
to be difpofed of in ' the manner following : to each of ^ 
truilees fo attending on Whitfun Tuefday, one (hilling ; to 
the town clerk of the faid city (for making and i-e-making the 
faid bonda, provided he make them clear of ali expcncfis tg the 
perlbns' to whom the money is lent) fivfi fhillings^ to tljc 
mayor's fergeant for aflcmbling the faid perfons, eight-pence j 
the remainder to be difpofed of to ' fuch impotent pcrfoM as 



Sir SLicHARD head's Chmty. 

SIR Rijchard HfAD, Bart, by will bearing date the lodi 
of September 1 6^9, gave feveral mefTuages, or cottag^j, 
and lands, ia the parlfh jof Higham, to the mayor and citizens 
of Rochefter, to bellow the rents thereof in the firft place \n 
Iceeping the (aid meffuages in repair ; and the refidue in provid- 
ing bread to be weekly^ upon ^e very Sunday in the aftcrnpom 
diftributed in St. Nicholas's church, to and amongll the fo^^ 
jieccfStouspoor of tjiat parifh, by two fhillin^sper weekinj(iv;li 
bread : and the overplus at the year'^ end tp be divided am.ongjl 
four of the mbft ancient poor men, and four of the mod ancient 

Tm5 chstfifry yidds at prefcnt the riwir y.egrfy fem 1^ len 
pounds. 
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Francis Brooke's Charity. 

FRANCIS BROOKE, gentleman, a town clerk of this city, 
in 1 697 releafed and difcharged the mayor and citizens 
of and from a debt of fifty pounds, then due and owing 
from them to him, in confideratlon of their paying an annuity 
of four pounds for ever out of the revenue of their city eftates, 
to be diflributed by the committee of charitable ufes ; which 
fum is diflributed by them at their annual meeting on the 24th 
of Januaryi to poor peribns inhabiting within the fald city. 



The FREE-SCHOOL. 

SIR JosEPJi Williamson, knight, one of the repr^fentatives 
in parliament for the city of Rochcfter*, by his will, dated 
the 16th day of Auguft 1701, and proved the 17th of Oiflobcr 
following, bequeathed " five thoufand pounds to be laid out 
** by his executors in purchafmg of lands or tenements in Eng- 
" land for and towards the building, perfe6ling, carrying on 
" and perpetual maintaining of a free-fchool, at Rochellcr, 
** and of a fchoolmaller or fchoolmafters for the inflrufting 
" and educating the fons of the freemen of that city, towards 
" the niathcmatics, and other things that might fit and en- 
" courage them to the fea-fervice, or arts suiid callings lead- 
" ing or relating thereto.** 

This legacy was to be appropriated to the intended charity, 
when the teftator*8 Kentiih eftates were fold, which was di- 
rt&t^ to be d^ne as foon as convenient after his deceafe, bat 
the claimants were not entitled to any intereft during the 
time they remained unfold. 

♦ Sir Jo»EPH Williamson rejJrcicnted tKiscity ia three jwrliameots 
in the reign of kiag William III. 

The 



Thje mayor and citizens made many applications to the (jx- 
ccutorcj during the firft two years after Sir Joseph WillIam- 
son's death, foliciting them to take in hand this noble work; 
which they delayed to do, a^^ailing themfelvcs of the difcre- 
tionary power veiled in them by the teilator, and at this time 
the freemen's fons were in a worfc fituation than before their 
benefador's dcccafe, he having for many years employed a 
fchooJmafter to inflruft them at his own expcncc. 

In the latter end of the year 1703, the mayor and citizens 
applied to the attorney general of the high court of chancery, 
to ea;hibit into that court a bill of complaint or information 
againll the executors, for what they thought a manifeft bieach 
of the truft rcpofed in them by the faid teilator ; as it appeared 
the delaying the {ale of the Kencifh eilates was apparently to 
the advantage of one of the executors, who was principally 
interefted in, and had polTefTed himfelf of, the greateft part of 
the real ellate of the dcceafed. This caufe wast long depend- 
ing in chancery, not that there was any doubt of the citizen* 
right to the legacy, but to the time or mode of payment; 
for as the executors had had a reafonable time to make fale of 
the faid lands, whether they ought not to be compelled to allow 
the petitioners interefl on the faid fum of five thoufand pounds. 
And that nothing might be wanting in the mayor and citi- 
zens, in 1 707, they opened a fubicription to enable them to pro- 
fecute this fuit, and in July 1 708 obtained a decree whicl^ 
was to this effefl. " That fome fmall portions of the faid Sir 
" Joseph Williamson's Kentifh eilates lying in Frindfbury, . 
« Shorne, and Higham (being appraifed and valued to the ap- 
*' probation of both parties) Ihouldbe immediately transferred 
" to certain truHees in the faid decree mentioned, and that tht 
** reiidue of the faid legacy fhould be paid at ftated times to 
^« the faid truft,*' which indeed in the end was complied with, 
but not without great trouble to the gentlemen who, to their 
.lafting honour, took the lead-in this affair. 

* G g 2 Th 
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T^HE court of chancery likewife cohfimicd certahi rufH, 
orders, and conftitutions, for the fettling and |)crpctual go- 
▼erniogof the faid fchool and charitabk fouadatio»; WMercin» 
" The mayor of the city of Rocheftcr, the dean of thecathe-v 
** dral' church, the recorder of the city, the mafterof the 
«* Trinity- houfe, the commilTioner of Chatham dock yird, 
** the two members of parliament for the time being, for cvcr^ 
♦< the fenior prebendary of the cathedral church o{ Rodieller, 
» *' at any time rcfident there, the two wardens of Rocheiter 
** bridge, the late mayor, the fenior alderman, and the tojvn 
•* clerk of the faid city for the time being, for ever, are ap^ 
** pointed to be the ordinary governors of the fame,, who wcrc^ 
** impowered to chufe the mailers, and make and alter fuch 
** rules, orders, and conftitutions, from time to dfne, as they 
•* ftiould find necclTary and convenient (and fhouU be ap- 
** proved of by the extraordinary governors) for which por- 
" pofe they were to have an annual meeting on the Tuefday^ 
♦* next after iVlidfuramer-day. ' And that the archbifliop of 
** Canterbury, the lord high chancellor, or lord keeper of the 
-** f?^at feal of Great Britaia, the bilhop of Rochefler, the 
** lord or proprietor of Cobham hall and park, arnl their fuc- 
" ceifors for ever, ihould be the extraordinary governors of 
«• this charitable foundation, and fhould have power to z(\ in 
•* any ^afe where the ordinary governors fail in their duty, 
" and finalty to determine any differences that might arife 
** b«Jt^een th« ordinary governors, and oiher the iubordinate 
<< officers i>i the laid charitable foundation.*^ 

It the revenue of the eftates will permit, the upper mailer, 
isy the faid decree, Is allowed one hundred pounds- and the 
tinckr mafter or ufher, forty pounds per annum. 

The fchool is a handfome brick buildin'g with Targe 1afhe» 
in front, very fuitable to the purpofe ; it is fituated on tte 
iwth fide of the ilrcct, without the dty waH; dofe to the ^c 

where* 
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where the eaft ga*e of the city formerly ilood; but unfbrta-* 
naceiy a great part of the foundation of the building being laid 
in rubbiih that hlled up the moat which furrounded the wall, 
and the builders not taking the precaution of laying the (ame 
Q8 piles ^nd planks to prevent its fettling, the fabric from tim6 
to time has given way, and been i^ttcndcd with great cxpcnce 
to the charity ; but by the good management of the prefent 
tiullces* in letting the lands, and of the governors f, in the ' 
expenditure of the rents and profits, and withal the abilities 
and attention of Mr. Hawkins, the prefent matter, theeftates 
and fchool are in a flourifhing condition, the maflers receive 
tlieir full falaiies and the charity is cleared of every incum- 
brance. Mr. John Colson (afterwards mathematical pro- 
feiTor at Cambridge) was the firil maftcr of this fchool; and 
the celebrated Mr. Garrick, while under his tuition, flreweJ 
the early dawnings o£ his great genius, feveral inllancea of 
which are llill remembered by many in Hodieller. - 



EXCLUSIVE of the feveral liberal inftitutions before re- 
cited for the education of youth, ileveral of the.ge^.tfe|»«H* 
and principal tradefrocn in Rochefter do, by A voluutaiy {u}>* 
fcription, defray every cxpcnce of educating feveral chiU^ex? 
of poor parents, who -are j-ot entitled to the fiise fchool: tJje 
number at prefent, on this eftablifhmcut, is twenty -^two, v^M* 
receive their education at Mr. Pass's fchool, 

♦ The prefdnt truftccs arc Mr. aldcrtiMfi Davison, -Thomas CR*t>i 
SOCK, M.D. John Batnard, John Fletcher, ami Isaac Wii-L*- 
»ASH, cfquires. 

f The prefent ordinary governors are, James Hutices ERj. « «»^4 
Dr. ^Ew CO ME, as dean; lord Wf.v mouth, aw maftcr ♦ft-he Trinity hoofo 
<!;harles 1>R0BY cfq. 85 cormmfnoncr; John CAi.ca.A)rir «fq. and viop 
«^fnira1 Tvk, -as feprdentativea; ^t TCrownd Mr. I«awrv, as fcuior rcC- 
dentiary, prebend ; Sir RoaE;i Twisden, and John AmHurst, cfq. as 
fcrid^ -wardens; Mr. alderman- How, as late mayor jJMr. alderman Da- 
vison, as fcnior alderanaa ; Mr. George Gat;^, as. town gjvlt. 

- . • Mr, 
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Mr. Plum£*s Legacy. 

THOMAS PLUME, archcicacon of Rochefter, by^ill 
dated the 20th of Oftober 1704, bejaeathed to'tH'6 
city of Rocheltcr, fifty pounds, to be pz'id within am dntrh 
after his dcceafe, to be lent upon good feciirity, by the rnayoi* 
and aldermen, to five poor tradcfnien, forever, gratis: which 
fifty pounds were paid, by the executors of Dr. Plume, to 
John Wright, efq. mayor of this city, to be applied ta 
the purpofc of the will. 



The TOWN- HALL. 

THIS building was firft creeled in 1687, it is a iiandfomc 
brick ftrudlurc fupported by coupled columns, of ftonc, 
in the Doric order ; the area under it was paved with Pnrbeck 
ftonc, at the cxpencc of Sir Stafford Fair borne *, A. D. 
1 706 : adjoining to the back part of the area is the gaol of 
this city. The entrance into the hall is by a fpacious ftair cafe, 
the cieiing of which is curioufly ornamented. The hall is for- 
ty-feven feet in length, and twenty-eight in width ; the ciel- 
ixjg is curiouily enriched with trophies of war, fruits and flow- 
ers, with the arms of this city, and of Sir Clouds ley Shovel, 
at whofc cxpence it was done, in 1695. The whole is ex- 
ecuted in a maftcrly manner. At the upper end of the hall 
arc full length portraits of king William III. and queen 
Anne, the former was given by Sir Joseph Williamson, 
the latter by Sir Stafford Fairborne, and both are original 

* Sir Stafford Fairborne reprsfcntcd this city in two parliaments ia 
^ reiso of Qge<n Anns. 

psuntings 
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paintings of Sir Godfrey Knbllcil. Againft the npper tni 
of the fi-ont wa1!;*i5 the portrait of 8ir CLOtTDSLST Sjiovn.' 
Sir John Jennings and Sir Thomas Colby, arc ranged (» 
the fame dde. At the lower end of the hall are the portraits 
of thofe two eminent benefadors to this city, Sir Joseph 
Williamson and Mr. Watts. Sir Johh Lake is the firft 
portrait within the back wall; Sir Thomas Palmer, a&d 
$ir Stafford '£! airborne follow in the fame line. Thefe 
portraits are ail finely executed by the xnoft eminent mafters 
of that Age. ■ All public bufmefs refpediing the government of 
this city is tcanfaded in this hall, and here alfo the judges 
have frequently held the aifizes for this county. 



The C L O C K - H O U S E. 

THIS building is fituated on the north fide of the High- 
Street,, and on the fpot where it now (lands was the 
ancient Guildhall of this city, as appears from a court roll in 
1 540.^ The prcfent building was eredled at the fole charge 
and-cxpencc of Sir Cloudsley Shovel, knight*, A. D. 
1 706 ; the front; is built with brick, and is exceeding neat. 
Sir Clouds LEV Shovel ^fo gave the clock, which is of ex- 
cellent workraanfhip* By a deed of gift he confirmed the 
the houfe and clock to the mayor and citizens of this city for 
ever. The original dial being much decayed, it was taken 
down in 1771, Rnd the mayor and citizens caufed the prefent 
elegant dial to be eredled ; they alfo added the minute hand to 
the clocl^, and fixed up a larger bell ; the arms of Sir Clovds- 
ley Shovel are placed over the dial. 

^ Sir Cloudsley ^ovel n^rtft^nd this city in three parliaments 
SQ the reign of king William III. and in one parliament in the r«l(n of* 
^veenANNC. 

The 



• The Poor Houst of St. Nicholas Parifla. 

TH 15 is a laifc and oommodioos bmk buildiog, Jkaated 
on the common; It was ere^ledin 1724* Sir Thomas 
dCoLBY * gave^ £ve hundred pounds; Sir ^hn J^NiilNC? 
gav« tvro hundred and fifty pounds towards ^red^Bg Houfes 
:lbrthA reception of the poor in the pari&esof St. l^jcholas» 
^t.' Margaret, and Strood $ of this feven hundred and iifty 
pounds, five hmadred were appropriated to the erecting this 
building ; in it the poor of St. Nicholas paiifh arc fupported, 
-and'fodi -as arc abJc, areeinployed in i pinning w o f^ c d -and- 
jam. ... 

Su Margaret's Chwch. 

IN the time of Gvkdulph, and for almoft a century 
after, w4iat isnoWftyled the pariih of St. MaRgawt was 

•4Aepead«nl vfbn that of- St. Nicholas ; and as long as that jn- 
Icmiity fubfifted, the chapel of the>one underwent the fame 

'^Aanges wfth the altar of the other f. A icparation was, how- 
ever, made by brfhop Glanvill, who granted the chardi ©f 
ISt. Margaret, with all t^e profits «f it , to the Hofpital of St. 
Wary, which he had foutedfed in Stitood ; feferving oftiya pay- 

■ inent of half a mark per yeaf to the priory of Ro^hetterj ia- 

"itead oF the oblations which the members of that religious 

♦ Sir Thomas Colby reprefented this city one paTliament in the reign 
«f king George I. and Sir John Jennings repre(ented this city in four 



^rliafflctits in the fame Teign. 
f ReoistRoff. p. 6, 8; 48* 
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haufc nfed to receive from itf. Notice has been more tham 
once taken in this hiftory, of the heavy complaints brought a- 
gainft this prelate by the monb of St. Andrew, for his arbitrary 
and unjuft treatment of them ; and whoever is acquainted 
with the avaricious and encroaching fpirit of thofe regulars, 
mud be aware, that no pains would be wanting in order to 
rccover'the eftatcs and churches which they pretended had 
bern wrefted from th^m. Fruitlefs were their attempts while 
Gl AN v ILL lived; but after his death they had fbme fuccefs 
in their applications to the court of Rome, A. D. 1 239. la 
confcqucnce of a letter from pope Gregory DC. the'difputc 
between the convent and the hofpital was referred to arbitra* 
tors, who, cancelling what they pronounced to be a forced com- 
pofitlon made by the biihop and priory, not only decreed a refU* 
tutlon of the church of St. Margaret to the monks, but granted 
to them, out of the tythes of Aylesford, an additional peniion 
of eighteen marks, to the two to which they were before enti- 
tled J* The mailer aod brethren of the hofpital, being dif- 
fatisfied with this determination, appealed in their turn t« 
Innocent IV. who appointed Richard, a cardinal deacon, 
with the biihop of Praenelle, to enquire into the merits of the 
point contelUd j and the former, by an inilrument (the original 
of which is now remaining among the archives of the church 
of Rocheitcr, with the cardinal's fcal appendant to it) confirmed 
the firfl agreement entered into by Gl anvi ll and the monks $• 
An end was not however put to this difpute by this award j 
for it appears that Alexander IV. the fucceifor of Innocent, 
adjudged, March 11, in the fecond year of this pontificate, 
A. D. 1256, that the church of St. Margaret ihould for the 
time to come belong to the priory, and that the hofpital 
Ihould not hereafter be fubjed to any impofifion of the church 
of Aylesford ||. This decifion was final. The appropriation 

f Reout. Ropp,p.5o.i78. } Ancl. Sacr. t» x. p. 349. 
6 Regist Rofp. p. 70. II Ibid. p. 560, 
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at the pafifh of St. Margaret, and the right of prcfcnting a 
vicar, was enjoyed by the monks till the diffolution of their 
convent; and kingHENR y VJII. fettled the fame, by his char- 
ter of endowment, on the prefent dean and chapter. 

As St. Margaret's was a fubordinatc diftria, it fccms rather 
furprizing that there fhould be within it a building confecrated 
to religious purpofes, when the inhabitants of St. Nicholas 
were obliged to perform their devotions at an altar in the cathcr- 
dral. But it is very clear from the paflages intheREcisT. 
RoPF. before referred to, that there was certainly a church 
or chapel (for both terms arc indifcriminatcly ufed) in this 
quarter foon after the concjueft; though the time of its be- 
ing eredled is unknown, as are alfo the dimenfions and slU 
moll every other circumftance relating to it. There is the 
fame difficulty in difcovering the period at which this edifice 
was rebuilt; but the names of fome Few benefaftors to one 
or the other of thefe churches, and to the parilh, are not funk 
into oblivion. In the year 1361, Thomas de Woldeham, 
bilhdp of Rochefter, bequeathed thirteen fliillihgs and four- 
pence to the repairs of the church, and twelve Ihillings to 
the poor. John Derham, who had been vicar, gave alfo 
a legacy of one pound fix fhillings and eight pence, about . 
thfc year' 1445, to the fabric*; William Goldherd left 
in his will, A. D. 1447, fix fliillings and eight- pence for his 
"burial in the church;^ ani William Clerke of Southgate, 
in this parilh, bequeathed twenty-pence towards making of 
feats. Thomas SHEMyNC, whofe legacies to St. Nicholas 
have been already mentioned, was likewife a benefaftor to 



* About this period the church fecms to hayc been in a dilapidated 
ftate. In November 1444 ^^^ P"^' *^*^ convent were prefented, at the vi- 
Station, for their ncglcft of the ro«f and eaft window of the chancel; and 
in 1447, there was .an. order iflued from the bifhop's court, icquiriog the 
churchwardens to repair the f oof of the church withid a year. 

".# tWs 
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tUs parifh, giving to it, by his will, a torth, two furpliceSy 
xnd a rochett ; and dire£\ing a Houfe in it to be fold, the mo- 
ney whereof was to find a prieU to iing in the church, fo long 
as it would laft, for his own foul, the foul of John Bote, 
Joan his wife, and the foul of Jomn Car pen. 

Though the church or chapel of St. Margaret, as depen- 
dent upon the parochial altar of St. Nicholas, had been given 
to the priory by Gundulph, the monks did not acquire an 
appropriation of all the profits of it, till Waleran was bi- 
fhop of this diocefe; but after they had obtained this indul- 
gence, as the oblations were paid to them, it feems molt 
likely, that, inftead of fettling a curate upon it, the duty of 
the parilh was from time to time difcharged by thofe mem- 
bers of their fociety who were in orders. And it is equal- 
ly probable, that while the hofpital of St. Mary in Strood 
enjoyed the. revenue of this church, the fame method was 
adopted ©f fupplying the cure, by one of the priefts of that 
charitable foundation. However, within a few years after 
the convent recovered pofTcflion of St. Margaret, a vicar was 
certainly appointed, for William Talbvaz occurs under 
that title fo early as the year 1272. 

By the taxation made of all ecelefiaftlcftl biencfices hi the 
reign of king "Edwarb I. this vicarage was eftimated at fo«r 
marks per year ; and as this general valuation was alwa^ys 
confidered as one moft rigorous and opprcffire to -the cler^, 
we may fuppofe that this poor preferment was rated to the 
extent of its annual income^ nor do .the incumbents feem to 
have acquired any increafe of their profits till the year 14JOJ, 
when a compofition * was entered into between the prior, 
with his chapter, and John Eastoatp, who was the vicar 
at that time. As one of the articles wa^, that the vicar 
ihould receive the fmall tythefi of three manors, a? well as of 

# SieRKSisT. EoF7. p. 559* 
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the other lands within the parifli, it is probable that the con- 
vent had before received all the tythes, both great and (xnall, 
of thefc mtmors*; and as they were manors of a large ex- 
tent, this was a confiderable diminution of the profits of the 
vicarage. The prior and his brethren referred to themfclvcs, 
by this deed, the tythes of mills and of all their demefne 
lands; but in order to make the vicar fome compenfation, 
they granted him an annual allowance of three quarters of 
wheat, and of the fame quantity of barley ; and one bufhel of 
every quarter of this grain was to be heaped up^ It was fur- 
ther ftipulated that this vicar, and his fucccflbrs, fhould be 
content with this portion afligned, and never require of the 
monks any encreafe of it. Edmund Hatbpield, who was a 
fucceflbr, did not however confider this claufe as obligatory 
upon him; for in the year 1488 he petitioned the bifhop for 
an augmentation, and his lordihip very fbon granted his reafo- 
nablc requeft. The inilrument of this augmentation is printed 
in the Regist. Roff. p. 578, in which, from the bifhop's 
having enumei:ated the various articles of which the vicar fhoufd 
receive the tenth, one would be apt to imagine there had bee» 
feme difputes between the convent and the vicars, which were 
fmall tythes. His lordihip likewife determined that the tythc 
of mills Ihould belong to the incumbent, that the prior and 
convent fhould pay him an annual penfion of three marks, and 
one more quarter of wheat and barley than was referved in 
the former compofition; and he referved to hunfelf, and his 
fucceflbrsin the fee of Rochefter, a power of augmenting or di- 
minifhbg the profits of the vicarage, as fhould be found ezpcn 
dicAt. 

* Thbfe of NefcKcnden, and the great and little Bclce: all tBe tytTies of 
thcfe diftrifts had been granted to the monks of St. Andrew before they 
obtained the appropriation of this ^^rdh, i» Ncfchcndea wm a chapd de- 
pendent on St* Margareu 

The 
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Thi fccnring to the vicar a part of his allowance in c»m 
was a wife precaution, againft the inconvenience which muft 
arife from the payment of a fixed fum of money, the value of 
"which will dccreafc m the courfe of years. Of this advantage 
an incumbent * of this parifli was not fenfible, or, if he was« 
he from interefted views, deprived his fucceflbrs of it. For 
by an agreement he made with the dean and chapter, April 24 
1582, he confented to take an annual payment of five poundit 
fix ihillings and eight pence, inftead of the penfion in money 
and corn, granted by the compofition of bifhop Audley. 
Thi& vicaage is rated at ten pounds in the king's books. 

The prefent building confifls of one nave, extending near 
one hundred feet in length, but does not exceed one quarter 
of that extent in width ; in the fouth fide are two chancels, 
ere^ions of a much, later date than the body of the church ; 
. that towards the eaft end was built and long fupported by 
the Leas, th.* proprietors of Great Dclce, who lie interred 
in a large vault under this chancel ; but fince that manor has 
become the property of other families, the repair of thb part of 
the fabrick has devolved on the parilhioners. The property of 
the pews in the chancel, at the eaft end, is in the defcen- 
dants of Sir Francis Head, bart. who keep it in repair by 

♦ John Ready was the name of this perfon. TTie alteration, eien at 
the time of making it, was very prejudicial to the vicar, fince he accepted 
ten Ihillings only in lieu of a quancr of wheat and a qaarter of barley ; 
whereas, according to bifhop Fleetwood inhb Chronicon Pretiofiim, 
the average price of that quantity of the former grain was eight (hillingSy 
and fire ihillings of tb« latter. But he has in the deed of rekaie pioba- 
bly aHigned the true motive for this a^ion. viz. for ** other bendGutt 
" and benevolences by the faid dean and chapter on me the (aid Johw 
'' RtAJ»Y bellewed." Some recompence has however been made far 
. this hard bargain by the fuccefibrs of that dean and chapter, in fettlinf 
on the vicarage a larger augmentatioa than •& any other chufch in their 
patronage. 

virtue 



[ 238 ] 

virtue of their enjoying the great tythes of this vicarage. At 
the weft end is a tower containing five bells ; in this quarter 
of the church i$ a fmall gallery erefted by the parifliioners, 
A. D. 1681, under which ftands a very ancient font. The 
principal entrance into this church is through an ancient 
arched porch on the fouth fide. On the eaift wall in the fouth 
chancel is an ancient buil of a man with robes, and an earl's 
coronet on his head*. In the nave before the pulpit is a 
flat ftone with the eiSgy of a man, and an infcription on a 
brafs plate, fo ancient as 1450. In the chancel is another 
flat (tone, on which is fixed a brafs plate with a chalice on it, 
thefe letters I H C, and an infcription denoting the interment 
there of " Syr James Robert Prest, which d^ceffyd 23 
Sept. 1540 :" excepting thefe two inicriptions, there are none 
other remaining of any conliderable antiquity. There are 
fome flat (tones in difi:crent parts of the church, on which 
brafs plates have been fixed, and in other refpeds appear to 
be ancient, but the infcriptions are intirely obliterated : feve- 
ral neat marble monuments, of a later date, are ere6led in dif- 
ferent, parts of this fabric t. In two of the north windows, 
and in the eait window, are fome fmall remains of painted 
^afs. 

Adjoining to the north wall of the church-yard is a piece 
of ground which has probably belonged to the incumbents of 

* Harris makes mention of a crown and coronet being dug up, towards 
the end of the kft century, in this church-yard, the edge of which was 
fet round with fmall precious ftones. 

•f- Oppofite the pulpit is a marble monument, with curious fculpture, to 
tke tnemory of capt. Percy, a defcendant of the NorthumberlaRd family, 
whofenred^forty-fcven years in the royal navy, and was in a variety of 
memorable aftions from 1700 to 1740. His cfcapcs from many rciy immi- 
Hcnt dangers are recited on the monumlent. On the north fide is a very 
elegant marhle manumtut crtfttd m 1771, to Rob-erT Wilkins, cfq- 
of this parilh. 

this 
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this pariih from the firft fettkment; of the vicarage. . An «&« 
cient court-roll mentions their being poiJcffcdof it in th« year 
I3i7 5and according to a deed printed in Rboist, Roff. 
p. 548, a melTuage fituated upon it, and all its appurtenances, 
had been affigned to them by the prior and convent of Ro* 
chefter, with the ordination of the bilhop. The vicars, I am 
told, now hold it of the dean and chapter's manor of Ambree, 
on paying a fmall acknowledgement ; but by the inflrument 
juft referred to, the maftcr and brethren of Newerk hofpital 
granted it in the fifth of Edward III* A. D. 1331, to 
John Folks TONE the then vicar, and his fucceflbrs, upon a 
quit-rent of two fhillings per year, and one fhilling for a re- 
lief on the death of a vicar. The houfe, being from age be- 
come irreparable, was lately taken down ; but a convenient 
and fubftantial dwelling will be foon eredled in the room, of 
it, the reverend Mr. Lowth, the prcfent vicar, having- for 
feveral years paft dcpolitcd with the dean and chapter, an an- 
nual fum towards defraying the charge of this commendable: 
work. The dilapidated ilate of many buildings on our eccle- 
fiaflical benefices, and the mean condition of a much greater 
number, has long been a fubjedt of public as well as private 
complaint and concern. This worthy clergyman feems to 
have adopted a Very judicious plan, which> if encouraged, would 
in fome degree prevent the growth of this evil ; and if a 
fcheme, which has been tried with fuccefs in Ireland, had al- 
fo in this country the fandipn of the legillative authority, 
probably, in a courfe of years, few pariihes, in comparifon, 
that had the advantage of a heajthy fuuation, and the profits 
•f which were fufficicnt for the decent fupport of refident mi- 
nifters, would be dellitute of a proper habitation for them. 
The law of a neighboring kingdom, here alluded to, is that 
which allows to an incumbent, on his refigning hisprefer- 
pient, or to his reprefentatives in cafe the vacancy is made by 
Jits death, a certain proportion of the fum he has, with the 
^pnfipnt of the ordinary, expended in building or rebuilding 
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« honfe i]p6n his benefice. But perhaps it might be better 
to give a clergyman the option of either of thefe plans, as it 
Biay beft fait his convenience or his circumilances. 

Excepting the (hare of Mr, Watts*s charity which this 
pariOi enjoySy the donations to it appear to have been very 
few, A.D. 1536, John Wryte, vicar of this pari{h*,inveftcd 
in truftees, for the ufe of the ijihabitants, about half an acre of 
land, called at that time ** Culver Hawe:" by the boundaries as 
iet forth in the Regis t. p. 586, it feems to be that waile fpot 
of ground which adjoins to the fouth wall of the church-yard; 
and it was near the road leading to Boftall, defigned as a place 
•f exercife and recreation for the parifhionersf. 

Robert Guns ley, clerk, by his will dated June 30 1618, 
left to the poor of this parilh a piece of land in the parifh of 
Hoo, containing fix acres and one rood, which now lets at the 
yearly rent of five pounds five ihillings. Thomas Manley, 
efq; by will dated November 10, 1687, left to the poor 
widows of this parifh ten Ihillings per annum, to he given in 
wheaten bread. This, with Mr. Guns ley's donation, is dif- 
tributcd in bread to the poor of this parilh, on the Sundays in 
Lent, 

On the weft fide of the ftreet is a poor-houfe, erefled in the 
year 1 724, for the reception of the needy and indigent belonging 
to this parifh : towards the building of which, two hundred 
pounds were appropriated out of the feven hundred and Mcy 
pounds given by Sir Thomas Colby and Sir John Jenn- 



♦ Mr. Wryti ©ccurs alfo as vicar of Raynham, and of Lyngft«d in 
this county. He vas buried by his own direAions, ante fanfhim facra- 
mentum in ecclef. fua paroch. St. Margaretae* ' 

f A copy of the grant of this piece of land is prefervcd among the p?- 
vochiaX papers in St. Margaret's church. 
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STROOD CHURCH. 

OFFA king of the Mercians, andSiQERED king of Kent, 
A. r. -64, granted to EARDui.PH,billiop of Rochcfter, 
a confidcrai;le quantity of land, with its appurtenances, in Ef- 
lingham, otherwife Frendfbury * . We may conclude from a 
pafTage in the Regist. Roffen. t that there was no church in 
this quarter, during the lirftpart of Gundulph's adminiftra^ 
tion ; probably the old fabric had been deftroyed by the Danes, 
for one can hardly imagine fo large a diftrift to have been def- 
titute, for near three centuries, of a place for public worihip* 



* See Text. Roflf. p. 72. and x^i. In fome pages of the Textus Roffenfis, 
and of the Regillrum RoBenfe, thefe terms are promircuoully ufed, and in 
others they fignify difierent diftrifts, but it is certain that from the con- 
quel^, if not before, Ellingham was only a part of the parifh, and dependent 
on the manor of Frcndfbury. Thomas Best, efquire, is now poffefled of 
this fubordinate manor, and it is faid pays a quit-rent for it to the dean and 
chapter of Rochefter, as lords of the manor of Frendibury* There was a 
•chapel of Ellingham in the time of Gundulph, which, being rebuilt, 
was dedicated to St. Peter, by bifhop John, the fecond, between the 
years 1137 and 1144. It is ftill ftanding, .but is now converted 
into a malt houfe. The learned editor of the valuable collection of 
ecdeiiaftical,. records, fo often cited in this book, fuppofes Frcndlbury 
to have been formerly ftyled Efeling, as well as Ellingham; fee Re q, 
RoFF. p. 344 i but the deed publKhed by him feems to relate to the pariih 
of Eadling, near Olpringe, in this county. The inftrument I mean, is a 
decree of aichbtlhop Is lip, concerning an arrear.of a penfion.due from the 
reftor Peter St. John, to the convent at Ledes, in which his grace 
mentions the pariih to be in his own diocefe. Re6. ftoFF. p. 371. Bcr 
(ides Frendibury had been for, almoil a hundred years before the date of 
this decifion, appropriated tp the fee of Rochefter^ and the church ferved 
¥y a vicar endowed. 

f Reoist. RoT^Ivit p. 8* 

I i Whether 



[ 242 ] 

Whether GuNDULPH raifed any edifice here for this ufe, is not 
quite certain ; if he 'did, it wasconftru6lcd of fuch flight mate- 
rials, that within twenty years after his death, Paulii^us, the 
facriftof the priory at Rochcftcr, thought it necelTary to rebuild 
it with ftonc *. John, the fucccffor of Earnulfh, granted 
Frendfbury with the chapel of Strood annexed to it, to the 
xnonksofthis focicty t $ and the patronage of this church was 
one of the prefentations which thefe regulars complained 
had been unjullly taken from them by bifliop Glanvill. 
Strood continued as a chapel of eafc to Frendfbury, till after 
the foundation of the hofpital of St. Mary in tliis pariili, wliea 
that prelate being of opinion that the chapel was conveniently 
fituated for the brethren of this charitable iullitution, he, with 
the confent of Robert Pullus or Poleyn, redor of 
Frendfbury and who was alfo at that time archdeacon of the 
diocefe, converted it into a parochial church, and fettled it on 
this new fraternity. The words in the inllrumcnt are, " tiiac 
the church of St. Nicholas in Strood (hould be conftituted a mo- 
ihfir church, and have a burial ground allotted to it J." By 
this ai&gnment the bifhop intended to difcharge it from every 
mark of dependence on Frendfbury ; for the right of fepulture 
was one of the chief parochial privileges, and was generally the 
laft granted to any fubordinate diftrid. It is uncertain at what 



* SbeKscxsT. Ropfen. p. iiS. It appears from the page of the Re 
giftrum, here referred to, that Paulinus, the {acn{l,built this church ; but 
in page 122 of this hiflory, that work was attributed to bifhop John : the 
trath feems to be, that-pAU^lvuj bailt the church with the approbation 
and countenance of John. 

f SaeRxoxsT. RoFF. p. 117. 

J Ibid. p. 632. There appears to have been in or near this tcwn a pa- 
rochial church, dedicated to St. Mart in j for in fome of the inftruments of 
GlanvxlL's donation to his hofpital, he fettles on it ** Eccleiiam bcati 
« NiCHOLAX dc Strodcs, cumf arochi*^ qusc confaerit efle fandti Martini." 

RcQMT.RoFF.pf XOi« 

time 
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time this chapel was ere^ed ; and very little infomiation can 
be obtained from ancient writings concerning the changes it 
has undejgone. There appears, however, to have been in it a 
chancel, dedicated to thcTrinitj^, and anoticr chancel, or altar, 
to St. Mary J which laft was, A. D. 151 2, ordered at the 
biihop's vifitation to be repaired by the parifli. About the 
year 1446, Jane Mayhew having charged her executors, 
out of the produce of her eiFefts, to glaze the window in the 
belfry, they were prefcnted in the confiftory court, for not 
having fuiiillcd her will. And William Rye bequeathed 
not long after, a legacy for erecting a battlement on the fouth 
iflc of the church. In 1298, the mafter of Ncwcrkhofpital 
gave a piece of land, called La Sand pete, for enlarging the ce- 
metery ; and about the middle of the latt century, fhe church^ 
wardens of this parifli were tenants of the manor of Boncsjces 
for a fpot of ground ftyled Le Sandpete, and Le Playing place 
adjoining to the church yard, on which fome cottages had been 
built for the ufe of the inhabitants*. When bifhop Glan- 
VI LL feparated this parochial diftri£l from Frendlbury, he 
granted to the mailer and brethren of his new hofpital, for their 
own ufe, all the oblations, obvencions, and profits of it^ except 
the tythe of grain f; and they were to prcfent to the ordinary a 
prieil, either out of their own focicty, or a flranger, who was 
to officiate in the church J. The cure feems generally to ba\^ 
been fupplied by one of the brethren ; but if they appointed a 
chaplain, who was not of their fraternity, he had only a fixed 



* This appears to be that yaUcy to ;he north of the church-yard, on part of 
which the poor-houfe is built, 

f :Mr. Phil POT conjeaures that the tythe of gtefs only was excepted; he 
was however, not well vers'd in vicarial endowments not to be apprifcd 
that " Bladum " ufually iignifies in thefc writings all forts of corn. See 
Vill .Cant. p. 328. $ SeeREqisT.RoFFENS. p. 632. 

I i 2 (Upend 



[ 244 ] 

ftipend for his fupport. In the confiftorial a6ls, inftancei 
occur of the mafter of the hofpital fuing not on^y for ty thes, 
but for mortuaries, a kind of oblation which was moft ufually 
paid to the officiating clerk. The vicarial dues of this parifli, 
as having been a part of the revenue of Newerk hofpital, were 
fettled by king Henry VIII, on the dean and chapter of Ro- 
chefter ; and they have ever fmce nominated a curate, who is 
licenfed by the bifliop. This reverend body have, however, 
a£lcd more generoufly towards the curates of Strood, than did 
the old proprietors of this living ; for they have conftantly de- 
mifed to the minifler a leafe of all the emoluments of the be- 
nefice, on paying an annual rent of one penny. 

The prefent church is a fpacious building confining of a 
nave and two ifles, extending from eaft to weft upwards of 
one hundred feet, and in width fifty feet ; at the eaft end is a 
chancel, in which is a handfome wainfcot altar-piece, of the 
Corinthian order. On the fouth fide of the altar are fome re- 
cefles, confifting of arches fupported by pillars of Petworth- 
jnarble ; there is alfo fome appearance of an ancient altar 
having formerly been erefted here. On the north fide of the 
chancel is a veftry room, and under this part of the fabric, arc 
the remains of an ancient charnel houfe. In the fouth iflc is a 
fmall ftone chapel built in 1607, which at prefent be- 
longs to the Gother's family, lale of this town * : in the 
pavement of this chapel are fome fragments of mofaic work. 
The principal entrance into this church is at the fouth door, 
through a large Gothic arch of the Caen Hone j this door and 
the walls of the chancel appear to be by much the moft ancient 
part of this fabric ; at the weft end is a very fubftantial ftone 



* Th« Coal wharf next to Strood change, is charged with an annuity of 
live fhillings, to be paid to the churchwardens of this parKh^ fe^ the vault 
under this chapel, 

tower 
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tower with a lofty fteeple, in which are fix bells ; thefe btflU 
were new cad, and the iixth bell add^d, at the exp«nce of the 
inhabitants, A. D. 1 765*. ' 

Some account will probably be expe^Eled of the ancient 
hofpital in this parifh, which has been frequently mentioned in 
the foregoing pages j but as it has been diflblved for upwards of 
two hundred years, a fummary detail of the principal mattery 
and occurrences relating to it will be fufficient. The build*^.. 
ing t was placed on the north fide of the ftreet, towarcjl" 

the 

* In this chtirch is preferved a book containing a regular detail of the 
churchwardens accounts, from 1555 to 1763 (an omiffion for a ver^ 
ihort period excepted,) on a careful infpe£Uou of this book, it is evident that 
every part of the prefent fabric was ere6le<I prior to the former of thefe periods. 
For Ihingling the fteeple, repairing the bells, and keeping up the fence of 
the church yard are the principal charges which occur in the firll hundred 
years. 

In a garden opposite to the chprch-yard was found, Come years finee, ai| 
ancient bell metal feal of an oval form, about an inch and an half in lengths 
the balket, or cradle wrought figures, reprefent our Saviour extended oa 
the crofs, and an half length figure of a monk, or faint, placed underneatll 
in a nich ; on the Verge was this inicription, in ancient chara^^er " ^igil- 
« lum decani decanatus de Burcefter," as this feal undoubtedly belonged t;* 
the priory of Burccfter, now Biffeter, in Oxfordihire, it is rather extraor^^ 
dinary it Hiould be found at this place. 

In the month of May 1772, fome pieces of ancient English coin were 
found in an old hedge row, a very little fouth of the afcent to Stroo4 
hill; and from under the root of a decayed elm, a larger quantity of the (ame 
treafure was difcovered ; all the pieces I faw were coined in the reigns of 
Elizabeth, James, and Charles I. nor could I learn there were any 
of a later date : it is therefore moil probable that this money was fecrete4 
here during the civil wars* 

f The fete of the hofpital is fb centered with modern buildings, thaf 
very Uttle of the ancient fabric is to be -feen. Behind thehoufes which 
now occupy this fpot, are two arches x>f the Caen ftone, one of which 
appears to have led from the hofpital to the chapel; fome thick walls of 
that part of the bni]4ing, which it may bt^conje^red was appropriated to 
this u|e, are ftiU rcmaiaing J there is aj<b a low arche4 door way, which 

leads 
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the we4l end, ^d the fcite of iit fUH retains the name of 
Ncwerk ; a word compounded of new work, the. appellation 
given it on its firil eredion, and by which it was long after 
diilinguifhed. Agreeably to the fpirit of the age when Gl an- 
TiLL lived, it was infcribed conjointly to the honor of God, 
and of the glorious virgin Mary, and dedicated to what were 
then efleemed piotis, as well as charitable ufes. MaiTes were 
to be faid in it for the falvation of the foul of the founder and of 
the fouls of his predecefTors and fucceflbrs, and of all benefadlors 
to the end of time ; and the fame antichriflian fervice was to be 
alfo celebrated for the reformationof chriflianity in the holy 
land, and for the redemption of king Richard I. who had 
been taken prifoner in his return from the crufade. This 
was the fapcrftitious and exceptionable part of the inftitution ; 
tlie other branch of it refledb a lalling honor on the memory 
of the founder, and (hews him to have poiTeiTed an humane 
and charitable flifpofition. To the inftrument of endowment 
he prefixed that pafTage in St. Matthew's gofpel, ch. xxv. 
▼. 35, 36, 1 was an hungred and ye gave mo.>meat,&c. and he 
fignified his earneil defire to have a confUnt attention paid to 
this merciful rule, in dire^ng, that, after a fufficient allowance 
made for the fupport of the minifters and fer\'ants of the hof- 
pital, the relidue of the profits of the eftates fettled upon it 
(hoold be applied in rc]ieving the iick, the impotent and the 

leads from thr hofpltal into the orchard behind it. This orchard is the 
higheft piece of ground belonging to the Newcrk eftate, and flill retains the 
name of an orchard, although there are no trees remaining in it, except a 
few old elms round the borders. J^'ear the garden fence which bounds 
this orchard to the north weft, is a well at a'bout one hundred yards diftance 
fiona the hofpltal, which unqueftionahly fupplied it with water, as leaden 
pipes of a very ancient cooftruftlon*have been dug up, lying inll direA line 
from the well to the hofpital. This well, now afibrds a conftant fupply of fine 
water t« Mr. Stevens's brcwhoufc, and feveral other houfes in the neigh** 
borhood. Mr. Stevens, befides conveyii^g the water to the other houfcs, 
pays an annual acknowledgement to Mr. James Hu^es, who holds thit 
eftate by leafe frona the dean and chapter of Rocheileri 

necelStoi;) 
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necef&tous, whether they were neighbors or travellers • . Xpi 
Hone of the old deeds relative to this hofpital h the dafe fpc* 
cified when they were executed by the founder, but certainly 
not before the king's imprifonment; antffcveral of the doi 
nations were confirmed by his majefty at Wonns, and there 
attefted Auguft 1 4th, in the 4th year of his reign, A. D. 1 193, 
by William Loncchampe, biihop of Ely, his chancdiorf. 
The focicty was compofed originally of a mailer, two prie^*^ 
two deacons, two fubJeacons, and neceflary fcrvanrs ; and the 
impropriations of the churches of Aylesford, St. Marganrt; 
and Hailing, and of the fmali tythcs of Strood, made, at Er^ 
the principal part of their revenues. Several other benefac^ 
tions to this hofpital arc mentioned in the Recist. Roff. 
p. 641, &c. Glanvill rcferved tohimfelf, and his focccf- 
fors in the fee of Rochefter, the right of nominating the 
mailers; and exempting all the members of the hofpital from 
ajchidcaconal and decanal J jurifdiflion, he fabjcded 
them folcly to the authority of the popes, the archbi&ops of 
Canterbury, and the bifliops of the diocefe. La the rdgn of 
Edwaad I. the bailiffs and citizens of RocheHer demanded 
certain tolls and cuftoms fnom the mailer for the halpital and 
lands adjoining ; but upon an application to die king, a uiit 
was iffued in favor of diis charky, and fix of the citizens were 
fummored to Wcllminfter, and ordered to reHore to the hof* 
pitaj, the money they had Illegally diHraiocd. 71ic point i 
dirputcwas., whether the land wasinthemanorofFrendlbary, 
in the hundred of Sliamel, or within the liberty of the city. 

♦ Vitl..REOTST. ^FF. p. J631. Hofpital^ were about die foAoi de- 
£gii«dorigina/liy for the enttnainment cf cnTellers, ci^JcciaUy of p^gjnmi, 
and wer« on that accouot^ fituated ucar ^ high road. Of this kiad was tke 
hofpital c>r Cambridge id CaBterbury, which is flill remaining; aa^ hifkof 
Glanvill, by his ufe of the phrafc, ** a remotis tranfeuntes," ieeais to 
have haJ chiefly in his thoughts the reception of pilgrims^ or of ioldicrs 
who were returning from the holy w^rs. 

f Vdd. RjE c 1 s T . RoF F. p. 640^ 6^u t ^ ^^^ ^^^ deans. 

Fftoip 
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From thefirft eftablifliment of this houfe of charity, a per- 
petual jcaloufly fubfillcd betwcca the governing members of 
it, and the monks of St. Andrew ; for tlicfe -could never for- 
get that their priorf had been, in their judgment, arbitrarily 
defpoiled of a part of their revenues towards the endowment 
of it. Differences and altercations were therefore \ ery fre- 
quent, and on one occafion the difpute was not terminated 
without blows. Mr. Lambard has given an account of this 
affray, interfperfed as ufual with many embellifliments*. The 
ftory is briefly as follows. A. D. 1291, there having been in 
this part of the kingdom a very long drought, the whole con- 
vent made a religious proceflion to Frendibury, about the be- 
ginning of June, in hopes by that ceremony, and offering a mafs 
in that church, of obtaining from heaven a more favorable fea- 
fon for the fruits of the earth. The wind being adverfe to 
them as they went, and withal very tempelluous, the monks 
were extremely incoi?imoded in their walk, and ^11 the enfigns 
of their pageantry difcompofed. With a view therefore of 
ihortening the way, and of avoiding many of the inconveniences 
to which they had been expofed, they in their return delired 
leave of the mafter to pafs through his. orchard, which he 
readily granted. Two of the brethren w6re much offended 
with their governor for confencing to this requeft, aware pro- 
bably of the encroaching temper of the rcgularsi and apprehcn- 
fiveoftheir hereafter claiming as a right whae they now alk- 
ed as a favor. They therefore fecured the pollern which 
Opened into the ftrcet, and determined, with the help of #)me 
perfons whom they had called to their aiiiilance, to obftru6l 
by force the progrefs of the monks, if they perfilled in coming 
forward. A fmart rencounter was foon the refult of this oppo- 
fition, in which, according toLAMBARD,the difciples of Bene- 
diftv^rc worfted: but Edmund deHaddenham rather fup- 
pofes the monks to have been vidlorious; he admits, however, 

* Perambulation ol Kent, p- 365, &c. 

that 
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that they ntvtr again attempted^ to pais itt proceSoa the 
ikme way. It muH be almoft needlefs to intimate t« 
many of my readers, that this hiilorical relation exhibita 
a curious fpecimfia of the craftinefs of the monks of St. An- 
dreWf and of their affiduity to inculcate on the minds of 
the ignorant multitude a belief of the fuperior excellence and 
prevalency of their prayers. They had probably learnt fi-om 
obfervation and experience, that about the folftice there is 
frequently a very rainy fcafon; and they certainly judged fron^ 
the appearance of the fky, and from the winds blowing with 
{o much violence from the weft and north weft quarter, that 
there would be a change of weather very fpeedily. This 
then was the critical time for them to offer up their powerful 
interceffion for a blefling from heaven. 

When Hay mo, not bng after his promotion to this biihdp- 
rick, vifitcd this hoipital, he complained heavily of the irre- 
gularities of fome of the former matters, and of their having 
dilEpated a confidcrable part of its revenues. As the ftate of 
it was, according to his reprefentation, fo bad, as to threaten 
immediate ruin to the fociety, it is rather extraordinary that 
he fliouid poftpone far ten years the publifhing of hi? regula- 
tions for the better government 6f it. By thcfr, he made a 
material alteration in the plan fixed by Glanvill 5 for he 
ordered that the community fhould confift of a mafter and 
fi>ur brethren, who were all of them to be in priefts ordert^ 
and he enjoined them ftriftly to obferve the rules of^ St. 
Auflin * i wheresis it appears tp hav9> been the injtencion of the 
founder to allow the m/PH^b^rs of this hpfpltgji a greater de^reue 
of liberty^ moft pr^b^l)ly from the ill ^opinion he had of the 
regujars, and his diilike tp their mode of difcipline. Haxmp 
upon this occaiion indicated a^pther tokon pf his pait^ty tp 

♦ P.EOi5T.RorF.p.637. 

K k the 



the monks'over whom he had formerly prefided , fince he diredcd 
the mafter and brethren of the hofpital to wear the crofs of St, 
Andrew on their outward garment ; and his rcafon for requirr 
ingthem to bear this mark of diftindtion, interpreted withc^t 
doubt by the monks to be a iiga of their dependence upon 
their convent, was» that this houfe of charity had been enr 
dowed out of the revenues of the church of Rochefler. 

The aA parliament for granting to th^ king all chand^ies, 
hofpitali, 8cc, did not pafstili the year 1 545 ; but, according tq 
bifhop Burnet*, a method had been taken fome time before 
of obtaining a refignation of feveral pf thefe fraternities. Newr 
crk Hofpital was yielded up in this manner ; and the depen- 
dance of it on the priory of St. Andrew feems to have furniihed 
aplauiible pretenpe to the king's commiilioners for encouraging 
a refignajdon pf the former intp the hands qf the latter, that the 
cftates belonging to both of them fnight be invelled in the crown 
by one deed. For about nine months before the difolution of 
the convent was completed, John Wylbor the mailer, and 
one of the l^rethrep, at the requeft, as the inftrument cxr 
preflcs it, of Edward ^^0RTHE, cfquirc, and by a licence 
from the king, furrenjdered tp thp priqr and convent the 
fcite of the hofpital, with all its appurtenance^. The eftates 
of this community were, at the time of the fupprefSon, valued * 
at fifty-two pounds nine ihillings and ten-pjcnce, and it is 
generally iipagined that the whole of them were fettled by 
Henry VIII. on the dean and chapter of Rochefter. 

ExcLtJsivE of the fhare of Mr. Watts's charity, the 
following benefaiSlIons have been made to this parifh. In 
1632 Anthony Young and Jacob Pembl^ affigned to 
feveral parifhioners of this parifh, in truil for the ufe of the 
poor thereof; four feveral parcels of land, three of which, con- 
fix VoL z. p. laj. 

tainin^ 
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tsiining fix acresj arfe contiguous to each othtfr, in the i^arKh*^ 
of Hoo and Frcndfbuty, and now let for the yearly rent of 
five pounds *; 

William FuAner, by will dated May ij, iy2ii charged 
his meiTu^ey iituated oppoilte the Angel' in Strood, with the 
annual payment of forty' fhiUings, to the miniiler of Strood for 
the time being, to be by him diitributcd in bread to twenty of 
the moft neceilitous poor widows in this parifh ; he afterwards 
releafed this melTuage from the charge, and fixed it on three 
other meffuages^ iituate in Cage lane, in this parifh f. Sarah 
Phillips^ by will bearing date the 24th of June, 1740^ be- 
queathed fifty pounds to the miniller, church-wardens^ and 
overfcers of Strood, in truft, to be by them put to intereft, 
the profits arifing from which, to be laid out in bread, and 
dillributed On the eighth of November, yearly, in the parifh 
church of Strood, to the moil induftrious poor people not ta* 
king alms of the faid pariih. 

In I'fzi the parifhioiiers of this parifh apj>r6priated the fifty 
pounds per annum, which they then received fromMr.WATTs*s 
charity, for fix years towards th^ erecting a houfe for the re- 
ception of the poor of this parifh : in 1 724 fifty pounds was al- 
lotted towards the compleating this building, out of the feven 
hundred and fifty given by Sir 1^ ho mas Colby and Sir John 
JfiNNiMGSjasismentionedinp. 232 of this work: avery hand- 



* 'the ottier (>ieee of land m«iitioned in this affigrnmeitt, is dficrl- 
^ed as a piece of woodland, called Park-dale, containing one acre, iitu- 
ated in the pariih of Strood, adjoining to Newark wood, towards the eaft^ 
ta ReedHeld, to the weft; to Stockdale wood, to the north; to Upfiekl» 
towards the foiith. There i^ a ttiemoranduni of Sir Joseph Willi am« 
$0K, the proprietor of Cobham hall, paying rent for it in 1698. 

' f Thefe mefluages are now in the pofTefticA of James Bingbam and . 
TLo%mkt BaaT»^it. 

X k 2 fome 
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fome and fpacious bricJt building was ercfted 6n part of ikt 
Und belongbg to the pariib> called Le Sand Pete *. 

About half a mile fouth of Strood church/ on the banks of 
theMedway, is fituatedan ancient building called the temple t> 
^ named from having formerly been the maniion of the knights 
templars of the teutonic order. King Henh y III. A. D. 1227, 
gffve this houfe, with the manor and lands thereunto belongr 
big, to the mafter tad brethren of this order, in whofe pof- 
feffion it continued not quite a century f for Edward II. 
A. D. 1 3 1 2, feized the lands and goods of this wealthy fra- 
ternity, and di^lved their order : this eftate, ^ courfc, re- 
turned to the crown, and there continued till king Ed war i> 
III, A. D. 1341, granted it, with all the liberties the tem- 
plars had enjoyed, to Mary counteii of Pembroke. This 
lady, about fix years after, gave it to the nuns of St. Clare,, 
in the abbey of Denny in Cambridgefhire ; but on the difTo- 
lution of religious houfcs, in the rcigli of king HenRy VIII. 
this manor became the property of that prince, by whom it 
Was granted taEowARD Elington, efq. who the fame year 
ibid it to lord Cobham; in whofe family it continued till 
his tmlbrtuhate grandfon forfeited it to king James I. who 
gave k to Cecil, earl of Salifbury ; fiTice which time it has 
been transferred to different gentlemen, and is rfow the pro- 
ptrty of Mr. Thomas Whitaker, of this county. Of the 
ftfbrick which the knights tenlplars inhabited, but little now 
remains, except a fpacious cellar, vaulted withcha.k and ftonc 
ffoiak} the walls are of a confiderable thicknels. 

The Kbcrtiis of thcxity of Rochefter extend over paA of 
this parifh' ; the remainder is in the north divifion of jufdces 

,♦ The reverend Caleb PARFKCT,thc!i mlniftcrof this parkh, drew 
vp'l^me very excellent regulations for the vrell governing this houfc^ and 
employing the poor therein. 

t It is W9K 9, fum hQiUc iA the occvp«uoa of Mjn* Bvcxr 
. of 
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df tit lathe of Aylesford, and in the hundred of ShamwelL 
A confidcrable fair is annually held here on the 26th of 
Augull, by grant from the deau and chapter of Rochefter, it 
continues three days. Adjoining to the turnpike gate in this 
parifh, is ihe angel inn ; and there is ground to believe, that 
on the fame fpot there has been a houlc of public entertain- 
ment with the fame fign, for upwards of three hundred years. 



O F T H E 
Government and Privileges of the City, 

SO early as the conqueft, this city appears to have been go- 
verned by a chief magillratc, who in the Textus Roff*. 
is ftiled Praepolitus, but by Philpot is called Port-reeve. 
The firft charter was granted by Henry II. A.D. 1165, 
who empowers the citizeijs to have a guild merchant f, 
under the government of their chief magillratc, who is here 
named Prsepofitus civitatis, and grants many other privileges, 
liberties, and cuftoms; which are afterwards confirmea by 
Henry III. in a charter dated the 6th of Februray 1265, 
where it is faid, " That for the faithful fcrvice which tjie 
«* citizens have done for us, and for the damages and lofl^ 
" which they have fuftained in our obedience in the tinic 
•* of trouble had in our kingdom," the citizens were re- 
mitted eight pounds out of the twenty pounds which had 
been paid to the crown. An exemption was alfo granted 
froAk ilallage and murage through England, with libertj to 
have a fore-market within the faid* city, and the rctuYA of 
all writs. Thefe privileges were confirmed by IticHAitD 
II. in a charter dated the 6th of April, 1578; by Hen- 
ry VI. in a charter dated the 14th of July, 1438; axui 

*"Fo1.iS9. See Harris's Hifi;^ of Kttft^ f GiMaMeioitoria. 

another 
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another dated the ift of January 1446 ; by Edward IV. ia 
a charter dated the t4th of December 1460, in the firft year 
of his reign *. This charter I'ecites, •* That confidering the 

" city 

* la the recdnls of ttiis city is prefcrvwl the expencc 6f William 
MYNOHAMy who WM mayoF in thc ycat 1460, when this charter was 
ohtaiaed, and ftyles hlmfclf " the fyrft maycr as for the ccty." Some ex* 
trafU fiom this account may not be unacceptable to the curious reader* 

" Fyrft he payde on the fame nyte thatt h« was (Woron> and loke hyg 
•' charge ; for the fowper thatt was made for all the borgyfc of the cety ; 
** thatt ys to faye, for bredc xiid^ for 2 nckys of moton, for 2 fohoUdcrys and 
** for 2 bryft of moton xiiid ; for 3 capanys xvid ; for 3 dabys Tid; for4 co» 
" nyys xd; for 8 pcyyr of pejoyns viiidj for 6 pafttyys of guyfye xiid; for 16 
** galonys of berc and aleiis; for a pottcU and a quarte of red wyne ixd ; alio 
** y payde for Hakry Maryottt's labor for he was coke iid.-^Alib he 
*' payde oA the 17 day of Nowcmbyr for the dyner thatt he had on the 
** feconde corte day yn hys yere; for brede viiid; for 1 1 galonys of here and 
*' ale xvid ; for bcfe and porke for to fethe and for to roft ixd ; for won gofe 
** and for 1 pyggys xviiid; for 7 coftardys xd.— Alfo he payde on the 26 day 
** of Apiyll for the dyner thatt was had att the fcffthonys daye; for brede 
** viiid for; a leg and a loyne of welc and for 2 rybbys of befe xivd ; for a 
** cowpyll of chekenys and for a capon xiiid j for 3 eoftardys and for fpyfcry 
** ixd. on the 23 day of Oftobyr for a pottell of rede wyne thatt he fente on to 
** my lord of Rowchefter yntothe palyfc vld— for a pottell of raynyfli wyne 
<« thatt was fente on to the hondyr fchrewe of Kente thatt he maye be 
** firendely on to the felyng of the cndcntorys for the borgegys of the par- 
<* lemente vd— he payde on to the clcrke of the markett for bycawfe thatt 
** he fohwlde be frendly on to the towne, and thatt he myte hawe of hym 
** fwnd hondyrftandyng of hys hofyfe by hys cokys and for knowlech of 
*' hys wcytys and mefurys iiis iiiid — he payde on to my lordc of War- 
•* wyke whatt tyme thatt he wcnte on to fandewech for to take hys charge 
*< of the wardeyne fchyppe of 5 portys, » galonys of rede wyne iis--- alfo 
** he payde on the 8 day of Apryll f«r a galon of rede wyne on Co my lorde 
•' Abiroaveyni and my lorde Cobham when ycy fatt here for 'hoyf- 
** thcrs xiid— for my expenfys and my manys yn and owte to London and 
•• agene for to axe ownfeyle agenyft the fchrewe of Kentt, for lewe of the 
" fraye thatt was yn Strode for the refstyng of John Sehetards yn 
** owr frawnchyfe xxiid— he payde 9ft{eynte Lawrans hewen yn Awguft for 
** the dyner thatt we had; for brede and ale and here yiiid| for halve a . 

<< bofchelt 
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«• city to be more dcfenfivcly fortified againft the refiftance of 
*< bur enemies, deiirous f invade our kingdom of England, we 
«* do grant to the citizens of the city of Rochefter, and their 
** fuccefibrs, that they fhall be of one mayor and citizens, one 
♦* body perpttual, and one community perpetual; in fa6l an4 
^ name, and have a perpetual fuccellion, and that the then 
f* bayiiiF be from thence mayor until Monday next after the 
-•' feafk of St. Michael following.— »Th at they may purchafe 
** lands, &c. and plead and be impleaded in any court what- 
^* foever.'?-^May have a common feal for the bufinefs of the 
** city.— rThe day of ele<ftion of mayor to be on Monday next 
** after Michaelmas day. Such mayor to take an oath of of- 
** fice.— On the death or removing of the mayor, to eleft 
** another.— That the mayor fhall conftitute and have fo many 
?* fergeants at mace as ihali be necefrary.*— -The mayor and 
** citizens, on the day of eleftion of ipayor, to eleft a coroner, 

f* haCcheli of hayfterys lid, for a fyde of falkefyfch iiiid, for 4 paftyys of 
f* helys V jii.id, for 4coftardys vid, for bcttyr and for hcggys iiiid, for perysj 
** and for appcly? and ijottys jid, for 9 pottcU of i*ede wync, for by cawfe ©f 
** John Arow e and hodyr leamyd mep thatt was there att thatt dyncr, vid. 
** — Paydeon to Margery Rowlande for the heyreof all the yerc f<^ 
** the raaft thatt he had of her lis — he payde to John Ryponden of the 
f* heyllde haU yn London for hys laborcto make us a boke ovtc of frenfch 
f* yn to latyne, and owte of latyne yn to hyngglyfch for the yn query of all 
** manner of thynggys thatt longcre on to the jultyfe of pcfe, for to yn query 
?< upon, vis viiid. — For 3 caponys the whych was yewe on to Thomas 
*f Amore for a prcfente th^tt he fchwUde be pwyr fVcndc yn getyng of 
*< owyr frawnchyfe xviiid. — Alfo he payde on the 23d of Nowembyr 
<* the tyme thatt y went on to London for the frawnchyfe, for a dyuei 
f* thatt was made yn bredc ftrcte, att the whych dyner Thomas Amors, 
f« and Sw.SRANOEN of the chawnlery, and alIo\vyr mene where; there 
** Vas take at th^tt dyner a wyfe amon^e them all of the f^irpplycatonys 
f thatt were made on to the kynge for the frawnchyfe, whethyr they" 
f • were fewerly made, or nott; and for to carr? theym where thatt any fawte 
f* was ; where y pay/tle att thatt tyme for theyre dyner iiiis xd. — To 
f* SwSRANDEN for the xnakyny of a copy of Q^t fnwachyfe, to put up 
tf pn tp P^f Jfyoggys Hjpncffe liiie iiii^'- 

" a94 
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'' and two citiaens to be conftables.— The lib^rtici and pre- 
" cindl? of the city to extend," as will appear in the charter 
granted by Ch a ill £3 I. — " Mayor and citizenf to have all 
" wrecks of the Tea and fiih caught within the liberty.— Mayor 
" Ihall have power to affizc bread. See, — ^That the mayor 
** and citizens, and all men refiding within the city, ihall be 
" free,throughEngland,of all toll, paflagc, pannage, laftage, 
•* ftallage, tallage, carriage, peifagc, piccage, tronage, pon- 
•* tage, coinage, anchorage, and warfage, and of fuits to be 
•* done at county fhires and hundreds.— Mayor and citizens 
•^ to have the goods of outlaws, felf-murderers, felons, &c. — 
«' To hold a cour( of portmote from fifteen days to fifteen 
'* days, and have cognizance of all pleas.— ^The mayor to re- 
** turn all writs and precepts.— Mayor and citizens to have 
** all fines and amerciaments, deodands, &c.— Likcwife have 
** a view of frank-pledge, and a court of pipe-powders ; and 
** a fair, called St. Diinftan's fair, on the 19th of May, 
** to continue three days.— A licence to build upon the Eaft- 
** gate, and a grant of herbage without the city walls,, and 
** in the caflle ditch.— The mayor and a perfon learned in 
** the law, to be julUces of the peace, who Ihall hear and de- 
** termjne felonies, &c. and punifh delinquents.— Mayor and 
•* citizens rcfiding within the city, liberties, and prccinfts, not 
** to be put on any juries, &c. againft their will, out of the 
<• city.*' 

These privileges were confirmed to the citizens by Hen- 
ry yill. in a charter dated the 14th of April 1510 ; by Ed- 
ward VL in a charter dated the 30th of May 1547 ; by 
queen ELfzABSTH, in a charter dated the 1 1 th of November 
,1558 ; by James I. in a charter dated the nth of Septem- 
ber, 1603; and by Charles I. in a charter dated the nth 
ojf Augull 1 630,. wherein he ratifies and confirms the before- 
mentioned charter, of Edward IV. and all other charters 
whatfocver granted to this city ; and ttpon petition of the 

mayor 
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mayor and citizens, that forac defcfts, ambiguities, and impcr- 
fc6lions had been found, touching the Jimits of the city and 
government thereof; ordered, declared, and granted, " That 
** the faid city be a free city of itfelf, and that the mayor 
** and citizens be one body corporate and politick, in thing, 
** deed, and name, by the name of the mayor and citizens of 
*' the city of Rochefter, in the county of Kent, and have a 
** perpetual fuccefSon.— That they may purchafe lands, &c. 
*• plead and tc impleaded in any court. — May have a com- 
" mon feal for their bufinefs, with power of altering of chang- 
" ing it* — ^That the faid city, and the circuit, prccindts, and ju- 
** rifdiftion thereof by land and water, fliould extend and ftretch 
** themfelves forth, from the faid city by land, unto a certain 
** hofpital commonly called St Bartholomew's, and a wharfe of 
*■* the faid hofpital, over againlt the water of Medeway, in cir- 
** cuit; that is to fay, unto King's-forowc and Sherealcer and 
** Lance-lane unto Horlled-ftrcet, other wife Horfted-farme ; 
** from thence in circuit by the lane which lies between the 
*' land or place where the njiefluagc heretofore of Gilbert 
** Striche and William Horsted was built, unto a cer- 
*' tain ftone called a mark lione, ftanding in the king's highway, 
•* leading from Rochefter aforcfaid unto Maidllone, hereto- 
" fore called by the name of Kenelingefcrowch, otherwifc 
** PowlcfcrolTe, and from thence unto Millhill, nigh to Nalh- 
*' inden, and from thence in circuit unto a certain ftone ftanding 
** oppofite to the king's highway, leading to Wouldham 
•• near the farm called Ringes, and from the faid ftone into 
■«* the water of Medeway there ; and alfo, from the city aforj?faid 
** unto a certain crofs built, or placed in Littleborowe, in 9. 
*« crofs- way, in the townc of Stroode, leading from Rochefter 
*' aforcfaid, unto Gravefend, and from Cuxton unto Frindf- 
** bury ; fo in circuit about Littlebury aforcfaid, unto the^ a^ 

* Theprcfent feal of this corporation (of which we have given an en* 
graving ( is a moft curious pcitc of fculpture, and is conje^^red to be as 
aiitient as the firft charter, granted by Hei^rt II, X165. 

hi *' forcfaii 
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" forefaid city Rochefter, and ilfo by the water of Mcdeway 
" aforcfaid; that is to fay, from Shircnafle' unto Hawtvvood. 
" — "^That there be one mayor and eleven aldermen,* and like-' 
« wife twelve affiftants J and that fuch aldermen and affiftknts ' 
" fhall be called the common council of the iTaid city.— Thar 
" the mayor and common council ihall have power^ of ma- 
" king laws, &c. for the government of the city; fuch Jaws 
" to be obeyed, but not to be repugnant to the laws oFEng-" 
" land.— Anthony Allen to be thefirft and modern may^ 
•* or, and to continue in office until Monday next after Mi- 
** chaelmas day.— The aldermen and affiftants arc named 1— 
" The day of election of mayor to be on Monday next bc-f 
** fore the feaft of St. Matthew yearly, and the day of fwear- 
" ing fuch mayor into his office to be on Monday next after the 
" feaft of St. Michael. The mayor to be amoved by thcaldcr- 
" men and affiftants, or major part of them, for a rcaibnabl^ 
** caufc, and a new mayor to be elefted by the citizens.— Upon 
*< the death or amoval of an alderman or affiftant for the tim^ 
** being, the major part to ele^l another.— That the mayor 
** Ihall take an oath to execute the office of mayoralty.— That 
** the mayor and aldermen fhall choofe a perfon learned in 
** the law to be recorder, who is to take aaoath of office.— -i- 
** The mayor and two aldermen to hold a court of portmotc 
** from fifteen days to fifteen days. — ^Thc mayor, recorder, 
f< eldeft alderman, and laft mayor, for the time being, to he 
*« juftices of the peace for the city, with power to hear and 
" determine, *' ^c. * Besides 

* For many years a difpute fubfitled between the city and the church; 
s the former claiming by virtue of foroe royal charters, a right of juriiUiction 
contrary to the privileges granted and {ecured by feveral kings to the latter. 
This diiference was however compromifed A. D. 1448, as appears frofn 
a deed printed in the Reg is t. Roff. p* 575, &c. by which it was agreed, 
^hat all tenants and fervants of tht church living within the city, ihould 
be fubjeA to the authority of the mayor. It was further ftipulated that 
the mayor Ihould not prefume to exercife any authority within the precin^, 

unleft 
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Besides li^ fair held bjr charter, oil St. Dunftan's days 
which is now held annually on the 30th of May, another 
fai^r has been held by prefcription, long before any charter was 
granted^ on St. Andrew's day, and now begins yearly on the 
12th of December : on the firft day of each fair are fold chiefly 
cattle, &c. the fairs continue three days each . A market 
is held on tvcry Friday in the area under the hall, and 
is well fupplied with great plenty df poilltry; arid other 
articles from the Country adjacerit. 

Tars city has Jong been preferved from thofe dreadful con- 
flagrations, which formerly io frequently laid it in ruins. The 
greatcft that has happened for ibme centuries paft, was that 
which broke out on Saturday December the 1 7th, 1 768^ about 
twelve o'clock at night, on the north fide of the ftrect, near 
the town hall ; it burnt with great fury, and in the fpace of 
three hours^ laid ten houfes fronting the ftreet in ruins. The 
diilrefs of the fufferers was greatly mitigated by a generous 
fubfii^iption opened at a meeting in the town hall, on the 
s^oth -of the fame month j where every peccant hulnouri that 
had been engendered by a late conteAcd ele£Uon^ gave place 
to a noble emulation of excelling in beneficence. John Cal- 
CRAFT and William Gordon, efquires, members for the 
city, opened the fubfcription by a donation of twenty-five 
pounds each, a.nd in a few days the fum of fix hundred and 
fortyrone pounds two {hillings and nine pence, was collected 
by a committee appointed for that purpofe, and diilributed to 
thofe who fuftained the uninfured lofs; 

At oiieof the meetings refpcfting the above fubfcription, a 
fckeme, which had for fome time been in agitation, ^or paving 

vnlefs requefted by the bifhoporthe priors bat that th« ipayor; as often aj 
he ^tee, not only to the parifh church, but to f he cathedraJ on feftival 
days, might be permitted to have his maces born before him : and in ca{e 
the king (bsu'Id ever, give a fword to the corporatioii, the- mayor's ferjeant 
might be sUfo fufi*ered to bead: it. 

L 1 2 and 
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and lighting the ftrects of this city, and adjacent towns was pro- 
opofed; the inhabitants of Chatham and Strood were invited tc^ 
join in a petition to parliament, for carrying this defirablc 
work into execution: the Jatter readily acquicfced ; bat 
the former refufed, though repeatedly folicited. 

In the beginning of the year 1769, Mr. Gordon prcfented 
9 petition to the houfc of commons, for this purpofe; a 
bill psGed the houfe, and received the royal aflcnt in the 
cnfuing fpring. But as the inhabitants of Chatham had re- 
fufed to join in this ufeful work, the a6l enabled the commif- 
fioners to make a new road from Star-lane in Eaitgate to 
Chatham hill, leaving the town of Chatham oh the left hand. 

For the conveniency of the new pavement, lighting, and 
watching, the inhabitants of Rochefter are fubjcdcd to 
the eafy annual rate of one ihilling in the pound of the rack 
rents, of which two thirds are paid by the landlords, and 
the remaining third by the tenants. Although the town 
of Strood is fo confiderably benefited by the new pave- 
ment, yet in confideration of the large fhare of ftatute work be- 
longing to thatparifh, the rate levied on the inhabitants is ftill 
caiier, nine-pence in the pound being the whole annual fum,paid 
between the landlords and tenants, in the fame proportion as at 
Rochefter. A toll gate is alfo eredled at Strood, and another 
on the new road, the revenues of which are appropriated to this 
work. 



The OYSTER FISHERY 

IN feveral of the creeks and branches of the Medway, within 
the liberty of this city, is an oyfter fifhery, for the 
conducing of which, there is a company of fret dredgers, efta- 
"blilhed by prefcription, time out of mind, fttbjedl to the au- 
thority and government of the mayor and citizens of this 

city. 
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city. In the year 17 29, An A61 of Parliament was obtained 
**^ For the better ordering and governing this fiihery, for ' 
«* making them fecure under the proteflion of the faid mayor 
** and citizens, and for confirming and fettling the power and 
** jurifdi6tion of the faid mayor and citizens over this fifhcry, 
*' and the free dredgers thereof.*' The mayor and citizens 
have power once or oftener in every year, to hold a court of ad- 
miralty, to which the dredgers are fummoned by the principal 
water bailiff, and a jury is appointed from amongft them, which 
jury hath power to make rules and orders, for the times when* 
the oyfter grounds fhall be opened and ihut, and the quantity 
of oyfters to be taken by each dredgerm.an, on each day of 
dredging ; and alfo for the prefervation of the brood and fpal; 
of oyfters, and for otherwife regulating the faid fifliery ; the 
jury are alfo empowered to impofe fuch fines for the breach 
of any fuch rules and orders as ihall be approved of, and con- 
firmed by the mayor and citizens, to whofe ufe all forfeitures 
fhall be applied. Every perfon is free of this <;ompany after 
having ferved feven years to a free dredgerman. Every free 
dredgerman at the expiration of his apprenticeship to pay to 
the mayor and citizens fix fliiliings and eight-pence ; he is 
alfo to pay yearly on the 1 5th of Oftober fix (hillings and 
eight-pence for the ufe of the faid mayor and citizens* 

By the aforecited aft, the mayor and citizens agreed to re- 
tain ten pounds out of* the faid fix (hillings and eight pences, for 
their trouble and expence in holdii^ the admiralty court; and 
the furplus to be applied to the common good of the oyfter 
fifliery, in fuch manner as the jury ihall diredl. Any perfon 
catching oyflers in this river, not free of the fifhery, is ftylcd a 
" cable hanger " and liable to fuch penalty as the mayor and 
citizens (hall impofe. The company frequently buy brood or 
fpat fro^i other parts, which they lay down in this river, 
where they foon grow to-maturity. Great quantities of thefc 
oyttcrs are fent to London and Holland, and tranfmitted into 
Wcftphalia and the adjacent countries^ A 
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A Lift of the Reprefentatives of this City, 

THIS city has fent two reprefentatives to parliament, from 
the firft iniUtution of thofe aiTemblies ; a lift of fucb 
gentlemen as have rcprefented this city, from the reftoratipn of 
Charles II. is here inferted. They are chofen by the free- 
man, who are in number at prefent about fix hundred and 
thirty. 

April 1 2, 1 660. John Marfliam, Peter Pett, efqrs. 

March 21, 1661 • Sir Francis Clarke^ knight, and Sir William 

Battey, knight. 
Nov. 2, 1667. Richard Head, efq; and alderman of this 
city, in the room of Sir William Battey, 
d^ceafed. 
Sir John Banks, Sir Richard Head, Barts« 
Ditto, and Francis Barrell, efquire. 
Ditto, and Sir Francis Clarke. 
Ditto, Ditto 

Sir John Banks, and Sir Roger Twifden, Barts* 
Sir Jofeph Wiiliamfon, knight, and Francis 

Clarke, efquire. 
Caleb Banks, efquire, in the room of Fran-t- 

cis Clarke, efquire. 
Sir Jofeph Wiiliamfon, knt, and Sir Cloudef- 

ly Shovel, knight. 
Ditto and Ditto. 
Ditto and Ditto. 

* In the minute book of this corpontion there is an entiy made of 
^hefe two gentlenea being recommended by the prince of Orange. 

Jan. 



Feb. 


167I 


oa. 


1.679. 


Feb. 


168? 


April 


1685. 


Jan. 8, 


i68| 


Feb. 18, 


1689. 


oa. 20, 


1 691. 


oa. 23, 


1695. 


July 22, 


1698. 


Jan. 4, 


1700. 
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J^n. 24, 1 70 1. Francis Barrdl, cfqaiTe, and William Bo- 
kenham, efquire. 

July'i 6,^1 702. Edward KnatchbuH; ciquirc, and* 'William 
Cage, efquire. 

May 8, 1 705, Sir Cloudcfly Shovel^ knight, and Sir Stafford 
Fairborne, knigkt. 

Jan. 3, 1707. Sir John Leake, knight, in the room of % 
Cloudefly Shovel, dcccafed. 

May I, 1708. Sir Stafford 'Fairbamc, knight, and Sir John 
Leake, knight. 
^0«5l. 7, 1 710. Sir John Leake, knight, and William Cage, 
. efquire, 

Aug, 25, 1713. Ditto and Ditto. 

Jan. 22, 1714. Sir Thomas Palmer, baronet, and Sir John' 
Jennings, knight. ' 

Nov. 25, 1 71 8. Sir John Jennings, knight, rc-clefted. 

March 20, 1 72 1. Sir Thomas Palmer, baronet, and Sir John 
Jennings, knight. ♦ 

Jan. 16,1723. Sir Thomas Col by ^ knight, in the room of 
Sir Thomas Palmar, banmet, ^eceafed. 

Aug. 16,1727. Sir John Jennings, knight, and David Pol» 
hill, efquire. 

^ay 3, 1 73 1 . David Polhill, efquire, re-clc6led. 

April 5, 1734. Nicholas Haddock, efquire, and David Pol- 
hill, efquire. 

April 1 741 . Nicholas Haddock, efquire, and Edward Ver- 
non, efquire, 

Feb. 22, 1 741 -2. David Polhill, efquire, in the room of Ed- 
ward Vernon, efquire, who had made 
his option for Ipfwich in Suffolk. 



♦ William Withers, efquire, vras a candidate at this eleftion : th« 
numbers were, for Sir Thomas Palmer, baronet, 313 ; SirJoHM Jen- 
ftuncSf 393 3 William Withers, efquire, 296. 

Nov. 
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N07.24> 174^* SirChjlloner Ogle, knight, in the room of 
'Nicholas Haddock, efquire, dcceafcd .• 

Jane 27, 1747. Sir Chaloner Ogle, knight, and David Pol- 
hill, efqvrirc. 

Jan. 23, 1750. The h6n. John Bing, efquire, in the room of 
Sir Chaloncr Ogle, deceafed. 

Jan. 26, 1754. Nicholas Haddock, efquire, in the room of 
David Polhill, efquire, deceafed. 

April 13,1754. The hon. John Bing, efquire, and Nicholas 
Haddock, efquire*. 

March 8, 1757. Ifaac Tovrnfend, efquire, in the room of 
John Bing, efquire, deceafed. 

March 25, 1 761 . The hon. Thomas Parker, commonly called 
Thomas lord Parker, and Ifaac Townfend, 
efquire. 

March 23, 1764. Sir Charles Hardy, kniglit, in the room of 
Thomas Lord Parker, then Earl of Mac- 
clesfield 

Pec. 23, 1765. Grey Cooper, efquiref, in the room of Ifaac 
Townfend, efquire, dcceafcd. 

March 26, 1768. John Calcraft, efquire, and William Gor- 
don, efquire J. 

March 9, 1771. Vice admiral Pye, in the room of William 
Gordon, efquire, refigned§. 

* The earl of Middlcfex was a candidate at this clcftion. The num- 
bers were, for admiral Byng, 313 ; Nicholas Haddock, efquire, 387; Earl of 
Middlefcx, 91. The laft candidate was not at the poll, 

f John Calcraft, efquire, was a candidate at this eledion. The num-* 
bcrs Yfcte, for Grey Cooper, efquire, 268 j John Calcraft, efquire^ 235. 

J Admiral Geary was a candidate at this eleftion. The numbers were^ 
for John Calcraft, efquire, 3 13; William Gordon, efquire, 308 ; Admiral 
Geary, 292. 

§ Richard Smith, efquire, was a candidate at this ele^lion. The num- 
ben -werc^ for vice admiral Pye, 293 i Richard Smith, efquire, 154. 
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CHATHAM CHURCH. 

CHATHAM was formerly ftyled CeteKam and Ccttham, 
but mention is only twice made of this place in thd 
Textus Ropfensis, viz. at page 181, where iEcELRicus, 
a prieft of Ccttham, is recorded as a benefactor to the monks 
of St. Andrew j and at page 2 1 4, where there is a copy of a 
grant from king William, to the fame community, of a 
piece of ground, which, though fituatcd within the garden of 
the convent, belonged to the bailiwick of Cettham. This 
diftrift is of a confiderable extent, and muft have been of 
fomc confequence, bccaufe conjointly with Gillingham it gives 
a denomination to a hundred. But the members of a neigh- 
boring priory nit having had any more donations in that 
quarter, the taking further notice of it was foreign to the 
main dclign of Ernulphus, in compiling his curious MSS. 
Wc arc, from his filencc, abfolutcly in the dark as to the 
names of the perfons who were, in the time of the Saxon 
monarchs, the chief proprietors of the lands in tliis pariih j 
jt feems, however, moft probable, that the lord of the ma- 
nor of Chatham efpo\ifed the caufe of Harold, and that he 
was deprived of his eftatc for his loyalty to that unfortunate 
prince. The ground for this conjeflure is, that not long af- 
ter the coliqueft it appears to have been part of the poflefSon 
of Hamon 9t Crepito corde, alius Crevecoeur*, a 
Norman knight, who attended William in his fucccfsful ex- 
pedition to England. 

* Sec Philpot Villarc Canti, p, 103, 104, Thit j>erron and liis de- 
fcendants frequently ftyled themfelves Domini de Cettham ; but this town 
Ims of late jean had the honor of giving a fuptrior title t9 ott of the 
tnoit diltinguiihfd chUJiJftMft of the age. 

Man Af 
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At what period a church was crcfled in this diilri^t, cai*- 
ilot be discovered : for the reafon affigned in the. account of 
Frendfbury, it may rcafoi>ably be concluded that there was a fa- 
cred cdi£ccherc many years before the time of which I have been 
fpcaking; and it is not unlikely, but that the duty of it might 
have been difcharged by the members of the priory at Rochef^ 
ter, whom GuNDULPH afterwards expelled from that houfc. 
iEcELRicus, the prieft of Cettham juft mentioned, was cer- 
tainly a canon of the church of St. Andrew^ 

Lords of manors, by having built or endowed a place 
of public worlhip upon their demefnes, acquired a right 
of nominating to the biihops of the diocefe the incumbents 
who were to officiate in them ; but many of thefe lay patrons 
devolved this trufl upon the monafleries, from a perfuafion 
that the religious orders were the moll proper peribns to be 
invefted with the exercife of it ; and not a few of them were 
defirous of augmenting with the tythes and oblations of ihefe 
benefices the revenues of the regular focieties they had founds 
cd. This was the cafe with refpeft to Chatham : for Ro- 
bert DE Crevicoeur, the defcendant pf that Hamon^ 
whofe fervices his royal mafter had rewarded with the manor 
of Ledes, as well as of Chatham, having fettled' at the former 
place, A. D. 1 1 19, a priory of black canons, granted to them, 
for the welfare of his own foul, and of the foul of his uncle 
Hamon Dapifer, the church of Chatham, and of fix other 
churches fituated on his ellate *. The monks foon fecurcd 
to their ownufe all the profits of the parilh of Chatham; and 
as William (Corboyl) archbifhop of Canterbury, and John 
the firft bilhop of Rochefter, were the prelates who agreed 
to^ and confirmed this appropriation, it muft have taken place 



* Reois-t. RoFP. p. 209, R«BCRT DE Crcvicoeur granted aKo c» 
the fame religious houfe,.for the like fuperftitious ufc; alffloft aJQ the rights 
iui4 profits of the fair at Chatham, p. aio* 

bctwcca 
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Jb^tween the y6ars 1 1 22 and 1 1 36 * : Dr. Harris was there- 
fore miilakcn in his account of this church having ever be- 
longed to Feverlham abbey, for that religious houfe was not 
founded till 1147. No obligation was laid upon the impro- 
priators to endow a vicar upon this preferment ; the grant in- 
deed to them was more fextenfive than ^was cuftomary in any 
age, for the cure ,was always to be fupplied by one of the 
caiions of Ledes abbey, whom, the prior fhould appoint ; and 
though it was diredled that he ihould profefs canonical obedi- 
ence to the ordinary, yet aft-er he was adimtted the prior 
might remove him at his pleafure f. After the dilTolution of 
this religious fociety, the church of Chathani Was fettled on 
the dean and chapter of Roc better, and it has ever iince been 
fupplied by a curate licenced by the bilhop on their nomina- 
tion, who enjoys, by leafc, at a penny a year, all the fmali 
tythes find vicai-ia! dues of the pariiii. 

The church of Chatham was dedicated to the virgin Ma- 
ry $ but the firft edifice which was probably erefted there, 
was deftroyed by fire,abtnit the middle of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, though by what meiis this calamity happened does not 
appear. In order to enable the inhabitants to rebuild it, a pa- 
pal letter of induigehce was publilhed in the year 1352 ; by 
which his holinefs granted to all finccre penitents confelTed, 
who ihould contribute their ailittance to fo pious a work, a re* 
laxation, for a year and forty days^ of the penances enjoined 
them J; 

The eaA end of the church, now Handing, is nearly all 
that remains of the building^ rdfed by the pope^s brief* 

♦ SecRfiGisT. RoFT. p. 210. 

f Ibid. p. 214, &c. The canon Who officiated in this church was ge- 
nerally ftyled/* Cuftos vel guardianus" (warden) a very uncomition natnift 
for the clerk who was entrvifted with th«. cure of a f arifh.. 

} Reo*J. be Shepev, fol. 257. b. 

M i» :? The 
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The north and fouth ifles are of a later date. Tkt royal 
dock yard having been much enlarged, drew great num- 
bers of inhabitants into the parifh ; in 1635. The torn" 
miffioners of his niajelly*s navy, repaired the church, rebuilt 
and enlarged the weft end, and erected the fteeple. In 1 707 
the gallery over the fouth ifle was built by comaiiiEoner St. 
Loo, of Chatham yard, for the ufe of the navy and ordinary, 
Notwithilanding thefe endeavours to acconunodate the inha- 
bitants, they are much (traitened for room; nor can this church 
be made capable of containing the number of inhabitants 
who reiide in ^his populous parifh. As the far grcateft 
part of what i^ now called the town of Chatham has been 
built fince the reign of queen Elizabbth*; and as the 
whole village of Brompton f, a piirt of which is in this parifh. 
has been built within this century, it is not to be wondered 
at that a place for public worfhip, erected more than four 
hundred years ago, ihould prove fo difproportionate to the 
perfons who have a right to aflemble therein. 

A VE&Y neat wainfcot altar-piece adorns the eall end o^ 
this church : and feveral elegant marble monuments are fixed in 
different parts of the fabric. At the welt endu near the fouth 
door, is the effigy of a man to the middle, in itatuary marble. 

'^ Ths moft ancient ftreet in this town is ibppofed to bt that fituated on 
tha riiiog ground fouth of the churchy the houfes of which were taken 
down when the fortifications were made, at the commencement of the lato 
war. In 1579, when Mr. Watts bequeathed his charity to Rochefter, 
a part «f his hfquaft was the gfound lying from the Sun tavcm to Globe 
Lane in this pariAiy which it that time was an oxchaid. 

f There are now near four hundred houfes ftandihg on this pleafant 
afcent, the far greater part of which hare been ertAed within the 
memory of perfons now living ; and th^e art good grounds for believing 
that the firft building ere^cd in Brompton was 4 houfe of puhlic enter* 
tainment, diilingui0)ed by the fign of the SvA ia the w«od> built about 
1695. 

with 
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Vvith an xnfcription denotIn| the intemient there of KEiuiKKt^ 
Edisbury, cfq. who died the 27th of Augqft 1638. la 
the belfry is the effigy of a man in a praying pofture, dreiTed 
\n an habit of queen Elizabeth's time. Excepting on one 
flat done in the nave, there are not any infcriptions in thit 
church before the fcventeenth century. 

On the north wall are two large tablets, on which the 
following donations to this church and parifh arc infcribed. 
Mr. John Pyham, late minifter of this parifh, gave to this 
church a iilver flagon and two filvcr plates, A. D. 1636. 
Mr. Benjamin Ruffhead, their majefties anchor-fmith at 
Chatham dockj gave to thi;^ church the branch and iroif work, 
A- D. 1689. Mr. Benjamin Rufphe^d gave alfo to the 
ehurch a filver bafon, A. D. 1694. 

Sir EnwAan Gregory, knight, late comi^iflioner of hia 
majefty's navy at Chatham, by his laft will, did bequeath un- 
to the miniHer and churchwardens of the faid pari(h| and their 
fucccffors for the time being, in truft for the poor thereof^ 
one hundred pounds, to be placed out at interefl, and th^ 
faid interefl to be diflributed at their difcretion anK>ng the 
moll neceilitous families of the faid parifli ; and forafmuch 
as the fame was received of hii executor, and placed out in 
the South Sea capital llock in the year 171 4. and remained 
there until 1720. at which time the fame was fold out for 
750 pounds ;- therefore for the better eftablifliing the faid 
charity, an eftate, commonly called Pett's Farm, lying and 
being in the parifh of Burham, in this county, was purchafed 
therewith, containing 32 acres j which was then lett to leafe 
for zi years, at 25 pounds per annum, but now lett for only 
eighteen pounds per annum. 

Thomas Man ley, efq. in 1687, charged his farm of Wal- 
dcildte with the annual payment of ten fliiilings to>tkis parifh 

for 
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for ever, t© be diftributed in bread to poor widows frequent- 
kig divine fcrvice. 

For the reception of the poor of this parifli, which are 
generally numerous, a very fpacious building was erefted in 
1726 : the expence of this neccflary work was defrayed by a 
voluntary fubfcription among the inhabitants. 



The DOC K-Y A R D. 

TO the inhabitants of this ifland, fo famous for its naval 
power, a concife account of the royal dock-yard 
muft be acceptable. This arfenal appears to have been of 
little confequence until the reign of queen Elizabeth; but 
that wife princefs, convinced of the importance of a naval 
force; fo early as 1560, in the fecond year of her reign, paid 
particular attention to this yard, and gave direftions for building 
Upnor Caftle for its defence : that fhe vifited it in pei-fon in 
1573, has already been intimated in a former part of this 
work * ; and to foch perfeftion did it arrive in her reign, that 
Mr. Camden extolled it " As the beft appointed arfenal the 
9 fun ever faw." King Charles I. much improved on Eli- 
zabeth's plan : he eredled feveral confiderable. ftorehou fes ; 
enlarged the fcite of the yard ; and made fbme new docks for 
floating the fhips in with the tide. His fon Charles II. on 
May 28, 1 660, vifited the dock, to fee the Royal fovereign 
man of war, which had been lately built there : but in the 
reign of this prince, it was in imminent danger of being de- 
ftroyed : this nation being then at war with the Dutch ; Ad- 
miral De Ruyter, with fifty fail of (hips, came to the Nore, 
and difpatched Van Ghent with feventecn fail to attack 

♦ Stepage 16,. 
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Sheernefs, which place he took on the lothof June i66fi 
though ic was gallantly defended by Sir Edwaslji Spracge, 
Van Gh£nt blew up the fortifications and burnt the ftore- 
houfes^ to the amount of 40,000 1. He then failed up the ri' 
verMedway, The famous Monk, duke of Albemarle, had 
fecured the river as well as the ihort fpace of time would per- 
mit : but a ftrong caft wind and fpring tide brought on the 
enemy with rcfiiUefs force j a chain was prefentiy broke, and 
the Matthias, Unity, and Charles V. three Dutch Ihips taken 
in the war, and placed to guard the chain, were immediately 
burnt by Van Ghent, to take off that mark of difhonor from 
his country ; and preiUng forward between the (inking fhips, 
he brought ^x of his men of war and £vc firefliips, on the 
13th of June, before Upnor CafUe. Major Scot who com- 
manded there, gave them as warm a reception as the indif- 
ferent Hate of the fortrefs would admit of, and was well fe- 
conded by Sir Edward Spragge, who had efcaped from 
Sheernefs, and annoyed the enemy from a battery at Cock- 
ham wood. The Dutch, however, feized the hull of the Roy- 
al Charles, and on their return burnt the Royal Oak, and much 
damaged the Loyal London, and the Great James. Captain 
Douglas, who commanded the Royal Oak, was burnt in his 
Ihip, although he might eafily have efcaped ; ** It was never 
•« known " (faid this intrepid captain), " that a Douglas 
** left liis poll without orders." 

Van Ghent returned and joined admiral De Ruyter, 
with his f<iuadron, having loft but two (hips in this expedition, 
which ran on ihore and were burnt by his own people; he 
made ufe of eight iireftiips, and by his own account loft one 
hundred and fifty men *. The city of London was in the 

* In the church book of St. Nicholas, Rochefter, is a charge made for 
burying fcvexal dead corps drirca on Ihorc after this engagement with the 
Putch. 

utmoft 
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Wmoft conftcrnadon, apprehending the Dutch would fafl 
up the Thames; to prevent which, thirteen fhips were 
funk at Woolwich, and four at Blackwail j platforms were 
raifed on the banks of the rlvef, and mounted with can- 
non; every place was filled with confufion. De Ruyter, 
inilead of proceeding up the Thames, fiilcd round to Portf* 
mouth and Plymouth, but could do nothing againft thofc pla- | 
ces ; he then returned eaftward, beat a fmall fquadron of 
(hips before Harwich^ and kept the coaft in continual alarm*. I 

This celebrated dock yard, including the ordnance wharf, 
is about a mile in length; it is ranged on the fouth eaft fide of 
the river, and is adorned with many elegant buildings, inha- 
bited by the commiflioner and principal officers belonging to | 
the yard, which well become the opulence of the nation and J 
the importance of the navy. Here are many neat and com- 1 
modious offices for tranfafting the bufinefs of the yard ; alfo ' 
fpacious ftorehoufes (one of which is fix hundred and fixty 
feet in length) and work rooms, which, by their amplitude, I 
inanifcft their prodigious contents, and the extenfive works 
carried on within them ; the fail loft, in which the fails are 
made, is two hundred and nine feet in lelbgth : in thefe ma- 
gazines are depofited amazing quantities of fails, rigging, 
hemp, flax, pitch, tar, rofin, oil and every ingredient necef- 
fary for the building and equipping of fhips ; the coils of cor- 
dage, and heaps of blocks, with innumerable other articles, 
are arranged with fuch order, that on any emergency they may 
be taken out without the lealt confufion. For every apart- 
ment proper officers and attendants are affigned for the more 



♦ In the enfuing year Sir Phineas Pitts, or Pzt, commiffioner of 
Chatham yard, whofe bufinefs it was to have fecured that arfenal, was 
impeached by th« llottfc ef cottmoui ; but the impeachmtut was nevtr pro- 
fecuted. 

expeditious 
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expeditious difpatch of bufinefs, fo that even a firfl or fecond 
rate is often equipped for Tea in a few weclcs. 

The marts arc carefully depofited in ftorehoufes pecu- ^ 
liarly adapted for them, one of which, in this yard, is tw6 
hundred and thirty-fix feet in length, and one hundred and 
twenty feet wide; f^mc ofthefe mafts arc near one hundred • 
and t\'^cnty feet long, and thirty-fix inches in diamctfcrt therd 
arc alfo two fpacious bafons of water, in which thefe mafh 
are kept continually floating *. The fmith's fhop contains 
twenty. one fires j here the anchors are made,, fbmc of 
which . weigh ne^rr fii/t tons. In an extcnfive rope-honfe, 
which is upwards of fcveh hundred feet in length, large quanti- 
ties of hemp are twilled into cables one hundred and twenty 
fathoms Jong, and fome of them twenty- two inches rounds 
In this yard are four deep' and wide dxxks, for docfciog ancj?. 
repairing large (hips : in one of thefe docks was btillt the 
Vi£lory, a firft rate, the largell fhip in the univerfe, carrying 
one hundred and tea guns, which is now moored in this river 
near Gillingham ; there are alfo four flips and launches, oa 
which new fhips are confUntly building. 

The ordnance wharf is fituatcd to the fouth of the dock- 
yard, between Chatham church and the river, and was the 
original naval yard. The guns belonging to the fliips in this 
river are here depofited in long tiers; fome of thefe guns 
weigh fixty. five hundred weight each : large pyramids of fhot 
are to be feen on different parts of this wharf; there are alfb 
capacious florehoufes, in which are depofited prodigious quan- 
tities of otfenfive weapons, as mufkets, piflols, cutlafTes, pikes, 
poleaxes, &c. Sec. The armory is a curious affemblage of 



* What is remjurkable, thofe long firs are fo fufceptablc of found, tiiac 
a -watch placed againft one "end may be heard to beat very dilUnftly to ai» 
«ax Uid againft the other end. 
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every kind of hoftilc weapons, arranged in admirable order. 
To defend this vaft naval magazine, there is a Itrong garrifon 
at Sheernefs, the entrance into the Med way. A fort is alfo 
credled at Gillingham. For the further fccurity of this yard, 
in the beginning of the laft war, ramparts were thrown up *, 

♦ In the throwing up thcfc ramparts a very curious fihrer Greek coin 
was found by the late Mr. Earl Austen, and is now in the poileiliion 
ol his widow: it is well preferved and not the leaft worn, of very 
high and fine relievo. It reprefents a moft curious head of Minrrva, 
armed in a ikull-cap, and on the reverfe an Owl, with a fprig ©f laurel 
on the left fide, and thefe letters on the right, thus, A O E. which figni<- 
fy Athenae or Athens. Athenae was a city of Greece, fo termed from 
'A0tivii, Minerva, ( the goddefs thereof). The Owl, an emblem of wif- 
dom, was always her attendant. In regard to the aforefaid letters on the 
coin, A © E, it is to ht obfcrved, that the ufe of E (epfilon) for H or >j (cla) 
is afTigned by the fociety of Antiquaries, (in the firft vol. of their Archoco- 
logia, printed in 1770, in 410. p. 151) to the 50th Olympiad, which an- 
fwersto the year before theChriilian aera*578. and this way poflibly be the 
mark of the antiquity of this Attic ipoinV How it eould be found in the 
above fpot, is not eafy to conjefture, forafmuch as Dr. Plot's fuppofi- 
tion of the Roman road going that way direftly from Strood, fecms much 
to be doubted, if not abfolutely impofhble, by means of any ford or fhal- 
low whatever. The engraving of this coin, here given, was from th<? . 
drawing of Mr. J. Skinner, a young gentleman of Chatham, (lately pre- 
fented with a filver palette by the fociety of arts). 

. and 
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and outlines made, inclofing the whole extent of the dock 
and ordnance office : without the ramparts is a deep and broad 
ditch. Barracks were alfo ereded near Brompton for the re- 
ception of foldiers, and are deemed the moH conunodioos in 
England. 

Chatham has a very confiderable market on Saturdays, 
which is well Tupplied with meat and other articles from the 
adjacent country : the market place is very commodious, and 
fituated on the north fide of the High Street, near the center 
of the town. There are alfo two fairs held here, on May 
15 th and September igxh, and each continues three days. 
Although the inhabitants of this town refufed to join with 
thofe of Rocheller and Strood, in an application to parlia- 
ment for new paving their llreets, in 1769; yet, convinced 
of the utility of fuch a work, they have in the prelent year 
1772 obtained an ad for the like purpofe, the expencesof 
which are defrayed chiefly by the landholders, and a rate on 
the tenants, without any public aid. 

In the pariih of Chatham, but within the liberties of the 
city of Rochefter, is the king's vidualing office, from which 
his majefty*s ihips lying at Chatham, Sheernefs, or the Nore, 
are fupplied with provifions. It has been coniiderably im- 
proved under the fuperintendance of the prefent agent-vic- 
tualer, Milbourn Marsh, efq; a new wharf having been 
xaifed, and additional buildings ereded : in it are a coQpera^, 
pickle- houfe, bakc-houfe, cutting-houfe, flaughter-hpiffe.' and 
feveral (tore houfes, all which are for the convenience, and 
fcrvicc of the viftualixig. -' 
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Su BARTHOLOMEW'S HofpItaL 

OUR Saxon anceflors dedicated many buildings to what 
they efteenwd pious, and v^iy few to charitable ufea 

-foleJy. The accurate bifliop Tanner hjis not, I believe, no- 
ticed (b many as fix hofpitals cftablifhcd by them. But wc 

^ught not to conclude from this omiffion, that they were rc- 
^ardlefs of fuch of their fellow creatures, who, while laboring 
under the various calamities incident to human nature, mult be 

■unable to help themfelves. In general, it was their intention 
that the poor fhould be fupported out of the revenues of the 

• religious focieties ; and the members of almoft all thcfc houies 
were enjoined by the rules of their rcfpeftive orders, and the 

-cxprefs dfreftions of their founders and benefaftors, to relieve 
the wants and diflrefTes nor only of the neceiHtous and infirm 
people irt their neighborhood, but of travellers alfo. It is not, 
however, unlikely, that feveral of thefe communities did not 
pay the ftrift regard they ought to thefe injundlions, and that, 
in order to remedy the inconveniences which had arifen from 
their negleft, the plan was more frequently adopted of found- 
ing and endowing hofpitals; the income of which was to be prin- 
cipally employed in werks of charity. Thus far is certain, 
that within one hundred years after the conqueft fifty-nine 

'tofpitals were erefted in this kingdom, and that, before the 
end' of the reign of He^ryIII. they were increafcd to on« 

Itundrcd and thirty -one. 

The leprofy, a diforder which was very prevalent in Eu- 

tope during the tenth and eleventh centuries, and the fpread- 

ing of which is dourbtlefs to be attributed to the amazing re- 

~ ' fort 



[ 277 ] 

fort of the inhabitants of this part of the world to the hqC ] 
countries of the eaft, was a caufe of the ellablifhing many of 
thefc hofpitals. Some perfons have conjeftured that they 
amounted in chrillendom to fifteen thoufand * : but without 
implicitly afienting to fo vague a calculation, it is very clear 
that in England there was hardly a large city, or a capital 
town,. near which there was not one, at leaft, of thefe lazar- 
houfes ercdled ; we indeed find none within the walls, for ^s 
the diilemper was fo violent as to be judged infc^ious, the 
unhappy perfons afiiided with it were (eq^ueHered from all 
public commerce. 

GuNDULPH, A. D. 1078, the year after his being ad- 
Tanccd to the fee of Rochefter, founded one of the firll of thefe 
hofpitals that.was raifed in this country f. In fome writings the 
hofphal is mentioned to be at or near Rochcfter, but in other 
deeds it Is fixed in the pariih of Chatham ; and the fa6l £:ems 
to hav* been, that the apartments of the hofpital were with- 
in the juriCdiftion of the city, and that the chapel belonging 



* See Chambers's dli^Ionary, article Leprofy t tlie compiler oC wblch 
refers to Matthew Prior, as his voucher for this faft. 



•f- See Tanner's Notit. Monaft. p. air. Archbifhop Lanfranc 
certainly founded an hofpital for Lazars, at Harbledown near Canterbury » 
fee Somner's Antiq. part. I. p. 42 : but as the date of its inftitution i^ not 
mentioned by that author, I cannot determine whether it was prior «»r fub- 
fequent to this of Gundulph. St. James's hofpital, near Wefhninftcr, is 
faid to have been founded for the maintenance of leprous women long be- 
fore the conqueft ; but that judicious antiquarian, birfiop Tanner, has in his 
Notit/ Monaft. p. 297, exprefled his d«ubt of the truth of this triadition'arj 
(lory. The report of its being defigncd at that early period for the reception 
of perfons afflicted with that loathfome difeafe, is of itfelf a very fufpicious 
circumftance. 
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to it was placed in the adjoining diHricl*. The ho{pital was 
dedicated to St Bartholomew, and was inftituted, as fevcrai 
deeds expreis it, for the reception of poor and leprous perfons. 
It confided of a head, who was llyled cuflos or warden, but 
more frequently prior ; and of brethren, who had the denomi- 
nation of canons; the number of thcfe lalt is no where fpccified. 
Very fmall were the revenues fettled by the bifhop on this 
community ; but it appears by an ancient manufcript ledger of 
the hofpital, that there were feveral grants and confirmations 
made to them, both by the crown and by private perfons 
inthereignsof H£NRY III. Edward HI. and Hinrv IV.f 
However, with thele additions the annual income was far from 
being fufficient for the fupport of its members ; and the focicty 
mull have been diflblved, had not the monks of St. Andrew 
contributed liberally towards their fubMence. The poor 
brethren received weekly and daily allowances of proviiion 
from the convent ; and the oblations and profits of two altars in 
the cathedral, viz. thofe of St. James and St. Giles, were ap- 
propriated to their ufe J. They had befides the privilege of 
collefting the alms of the perfons who dined at the bifhop's 
table on the day of his infiallation, and the cloth which co- 
vered the table was their perquifite §. 

As the fame prelate was the founder both of the convent and 
holpital, it was rather to be expelled that he fhould recom- 

• The hofpitalof St. Bartholomew is mt ntioned, in the charter granted 
by king Edward IV. to the mayor and citizens of Rocheltcr, as one of the 
boundaries of their jurifdiftion ; and I fuppofc this building to have been 
on the fouth fide of the flrcct near the chapel, becaufe we may conclude 
that the place of religious worfhip of numbers of infirm perfons, many of 
whom labored under an infeAious difeafc, would not be ercdled at any con^ 
lidenble diftance from their dwelling. 

t See Tanner's Notit. Monaft. X CuAumale RpE p. 85. 89-91. 
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• mend thefe diftrcfied objcfts to the attention and care of thofc 
who, by his munificence, were fo well able to relieve and affift 
them. AndGuNDULFH feems likcwifc to have inverted the 
prior and the monks with a degree of authority over the bre- 
thren of this houfe of charity ; fince it is plain from an inqui- 
fition taken in the reign of Henry VI (when an attempt was 
made to prove this hofpital to have been founded by fome of 
the king*s progenitors), that the priory of St. Andrew had the 
power of admitting the brethren into the hofpital * ; and long 
before that time an entry occurs in an old regiller, of the place 
of chaplain to the fame being granted by the prior and con- 
vent jointly under their common feal f. But notwithftanding 
this dependence, there can be no doubt of the hofpital's being 
a corporation diltinft from the priory ; for efpecial grants were 
made to them, and the warden or prior and the poor brethren, 
wete tenants to the convent, as they are flill to the dean and 
chapter, for lands held of one of the manors belonging to the 
church. They alfo demifed their eftates in a corporate capacity, 
and have for time immemorial been poflefled of a common feal. 

The diflblution of the priory was moft fenfibly felt by thefe 
poor brethren j for the fuppJy conftantly adminiflered to them 
by that religious houfe being withdrawn, they had no other 
refource but the revenue of their fmall ellate, which probably 
did not much exceed thirteen pounds per year. Mr. Lam* 
BARD might therefore well defcribe it to he in his time a poor 
fhew of a decayed hofpital J ; and according to a return made 
to a commiffion in the beginning of the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth, it was at that time in fo low a ftate as to be occupied by 
only two impotent perfons § . By the flatute of 37 Hen. VIII. 
c. 4. mod of the hofpitals in this nation were given to the 

* See Reg IS T. roff. ,p. 137. -f* Sec Reg. Splr. RofiT. f. fol. 84. a. 

^ Pcrambulat. p. 364. § Regiften ef bl(h«p Heaths, &c. fol* 9T) «• b> 

crown; 
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crown ; or at leaft for fome years after the paffing of that a<^, 
fiich an interpretation was put upon fome of the claufes of it 
which were indeed, and perhaps defignedly exprefTed in general 
terms, that few could efcape being fupprefled if the poffeflions 
they enjoyed were of fufficient value to be a temptation to a 
needy and rapacious courtier. The poverty of St. Bartholo- 
mew's hofpital was probably the caufe of its prefervation dur- 
ing the reigns of Henry and of his fon. But as foon a» there 
was a profpeft of a part of the eftate belonging to it being im- 
provable, it attraded the notice of fome avaricious perfons. 
The lands lying contiguous to the hofpital, and thofe chiefly on 
the banks of the river, were what they aimed to fecure; and the 
alteration in the value of this ground was entirely owing to 
the eftablifliing of a reyal dock- yard in the neighborhood, 
which occafioned in a few years fuch a conflux of people to 
Chatham, that it became neceflTary to ereft houfes for their 
accommodation. 

While queen Elizabeth was on the throne, various were 
the attempts made to deprive the hofpital of^this land, and 
particularly about the year 1579 afuitwas commenced in the 
cjcchequer againll the brethren ; but a ftop feems to have put 
to it by lord treafurer Burleigh, on an application from 
Dr. YoNGE, who at that time prefided over this diocefe. The 
letter written by the bifliop upon this bufineA to that eminent 
ftatefman, is printed in Strype's annals, vol.i i. p. 588. from 
which it appears, that the pretence of their being concealed 
lands was the plauflble reafon for this attack. This groundlefs 
plea (for fuch it certainly was, as the lands, with the value of 
them, had been certified into the court of augmentation) was 
again fet up fome years after the acceflion of king James I. 
and a grant made of them by that monarch to different per- 
fons, at the nomination of James vifcount Don caster. 
The tenants of the houfcs built not long before upon a confi- 

^erstblc 
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derablc part of this ground, being, in confcqucnce of this grant, 
fummoncd to attend Mr. CooKi, an able and an upright law- 
yer, and at that time one of lord Don caster's counfcl, in 
order to aflign their reafons why they fhould not furrcnder up 
their Icafc's, applied to Dr. Scott, the then dean of Rochefter, 
for his advice and afliftance; and by his diredion Mr. Tho- 
mas Lee, the coiinfellor of the dean and chapter, appeared 
for the tenants and the bretliren. Upon a full hearing of the 
merits of the cafe, it being evident that they were not con- 
cealed lands, nor dedicated to fuperflitious ufes, Mr. Cooke 
exprefsly declared, that the crown could not be entitled to 
them under the before-mentioned llatute, unlefs it could be - 
fhewn that the hofpital had ever paid firll-fruits to the 
king for them ; but this was a tax with which they had 
never been charged, beeaufe they were the pofrefilons of a 
lay fociety. However, the patentees, and the claimants under 
them, were unwilling to abide by this opinion, and for a long 
time the litigation between them and the brethren, was con- 
tinued in various modes, the progrefs of which the reader will 
find in tke Regist. Roffen. p. 224, 226. but at length 
it was referred by the court of chancery to arbitrators, one of 
whom was the celebrated John Selden, efquirc; and they, 
about the year 1627, determined the right of the lands in 
queftion to be in the hofpital. Lady Bingley, the widov/ 
of Sir Richard Bingley, who had been furveyor of the 
navy, was the perfon principally benefited by the patent at the 
time of the award ; and it was thought by the arbitrators the 
fhortefl and the bcfl method, to allow her a compenfation for 
her pretended interefi in the eftate. This money, according 
to thc^ paper juft referred to in the Regist. Roff. was ad- 
vanced by dean B a loan quel, and this and the other 
charges of the conteft were afterwards reimburfed by fines 
paid by the tenants on renewing their leafes. The dbte^ of 
this community have ever fmce been enjoyed by the deans of 
Rochefter, ad governors and patrons of the hofpttaJ and th 
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brethren of the fame. There were formerly only three 
brethren ; one of whom was always a clergyman, and oiHciated 
as the chaplain. But in the year 1718, dean Pratt made, 
an alteration in thisrefpefl, by appoiating the rev. Mr. Tho- 
mas Brer eton to be the fecond chaplain, and he was likc- 
wife to enjoy the privileges and emoluments of a. brother:, 
and at prefent the fociety confifts of four brethren,, two of 
which. are in orders.. 

The chapel now Handing was erefled at diiFerent periods ^ 
tHemoft ancient part is iheealt end, which is probably the 
remains of the original flradure ; it is a fmali circus,.with ftone. 
walls near three feet thick, having three narrow Gothic 
windows, and is roofed with ftone ;. from hence a chancel 
extends to the weft fixteen feet, and from north to fouth. 
twenty-fcven feet, though not of equal antiquity with the cir- 
cus>. yet this part of the building is alfo very ancient : In the 
IbutR lide is an arch which formerly contained the receptacle 
for hoFy water*.. This part of the. building appears to have 
been demifedl; for dean Pratt, when dean, purchafed at a 
high rate the remainder of a leafe of it that was then fubfifting :. 
he was alfo a benefaftor to this part of the building, by repair- 
ing it and new flooring it ; he alfo new ripped it, and was 
at other expences in wainfcoting it, and fetting up pews. 
From this chancel the building is^ continued farther to the 
weft, forty-four feet in length, and feventeen in width ; this 
part of the ftrufture was new built about the year 1743, ^^ 
tiie fole expence of William Walter, o£ Chatham, cfq;. 
one of his majefty*s juftices of the peace for the county, who. 
was a very refpe£lablc charafler,, and both in his life time and 



♦ The ftone bafonapprtpriatcd to thisufe was, by Mr. Walter, fixedl 
in the north wall, and is ftill to be fern as you afcendthe chapel fteps: the- 
ground, from this ftone ta the w«ft^ end was occupied by the houfes pi^li^ 
4owa by MjCb Wau t er» 

at 



at his dcceafe was a great bencfadlor to the poor of that 
place. The fcrte of the ancient chapel did not extend fo far 
to the weft as -it does at prcfcnt, by about twenty-four feet: 
the addition was made by the beneficent gentleman laft men- 
tioned, who purchafed the unexpired leafe of three tenements; 
tind on the ground where they Aood, ercfted the well end of 
the prefent building, with its fteeple. This gentleman intircljr 
pcwed this newly eredled part of the chapel, and was in 
other refpefts a confiderable benefadlor to it. 



Sir Jo H N H A WK I Ns's Hofpital, 

THE fund, ufually ftyled the chell at Chatham, the pro- 
duce of which is regularly appropriated to the relief of 
railors, who have been maimed in the fervicc of the crowii, 
was, according to Mr. Camden, planned hy SirPRANcis 
Drake, and Sir John Hawkins. By this fchepie, which 
was fet on foot in the memorable year 1588, after the defeat 
of tJie Spanifh armada, the feamen who belonged to the royal 
jiavy, voluntarily agreed to advaniQe a certain proportion of 
their pay towards the fupport of their diftrefled fellows; and 
it has been found, upon trial, to anfwer fo well the benevolent 
purpofes for which it was originally defignedj that it has been 
continued to the prefent time, and has on various occafion« 
been countenanced and encouraged by the crown and legifl^- 
tive authority. 

But it is not in this inftance -alone l^tioafarmg pcrfcMs, 
employed in the king's fervice, have reafon to commemorate, 
with gratitude, the good deeds of Sir John Hawk i ns ; for, not 
Tatisfied with having promoted this excellent fcheme, by his 
advice, his authority, and example, this humane and public- 
fpirited officer founded and endowed, at his own cofts, 
^ hofpital in this town, to be a comfortable i;etr«at for 
009 poor 
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poor decayed mtriners and Shipwrights *. The building 
for their reception appears, from an old infcription cut in 
the wall over the entrance into the prefent manfion, to have 
been finiffied in the year 1592. And on the twenty-feventh 
of-Auguft 1594, queen Elizabeth, at the requefl of the 
founder, granted a charter f of incorporation, by the name of 
" The governors of the hofpital of Sir Joh n Haw k i n s, knight, 
«* in Chatham.'* The fociety were always to confift of twen- 
ty-fix governors, of which number four only were to be elec- 
tive, and the others were to be invefted with this truft, by 
• Tirtuc of their refpedivc offices. Thefe arc recited as follows 
in the charter : the archbiihop of Canterbury, the bilhop of 
Rochefter, the lord high admiral, the lord warden of the cinque 
ports,, the dean of Rochefter, the treafurcr, comptroller, fur- 
veyor, and clerk of the a6ls of the navy, fix principal mailers 
of mariners, two principal fhipwrights, the matter and war- 
dens of the Trinity houfe, for the time being, and their fuc- 
ceflbrs. At the eleftion of any new governor, there muft be 
five governors who dwell in the county of Kent, prefent in 
the capital houfe of the faid hofpital j and one of the princi- 
pal officers of the navy, one of the fix mailers of mariners, one 

♦ This valiant and experienced fea officer was born at Plymouth in the 
year 1520. His father, William, was the firft EngUfhman that made 
^ voyage to Brazil. Captoin John Hawkins's flrft voyage to the Weft 
Indies, in the Have trade, was in the year 1562. He had three ihips un^ 
der his command, viz, the Solomon of 120 tons, the Swallow of 100, and 
the James of 40 tons j and the crews of thcfc veflels confided of about one 
hundred men. He, with Drake and Forbisher, who were reputed to be 
three of the bcft fea officers, of their age, in the world, afted as vice ad- 
mirals under Charles lord Howard of Effingham, on board the fleet pre- 
pared to repel the Spanifti armada; and he was knighted by that nobleman 
who was at that time the high admiral of England, for his ikilful and 
gallant conduft in that expedition. 

f This charter is kept in the cheft belonging to this charity : is exr 
tfcmely well written, and in fine prcfcrvation- 

of 
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of the principal fhipwrigkts *, and one of the maftcrs and 
wardens of the Trinity houfe, are to be four of the five go- 
vernors. 

The qualifications required in an eletlive governor are, that 
he be of the fuJl age of twenty -one years, have his refidencc 
in th : county of Kent, and that he be feized of a real eftate 
within the fame, of the annual value of one hundred ihillings 
at leaft. 

Power was given by this deed to Sir John Hawkins, 
and others, to allign and bequeath, and a licence to the go- 
vernors to purchafe and take, lands, tenements, and heredi- 
taments, that did not exceed the clear yearly value of on€ 
hundred marks, i. e. fixty-fix pounds thirteen /hillings and 
four-pence per annum. And it refledls a lafting honor on the 
charafter of this worthy knight, that he in his life time, and 
while he feems to have been blefTed with health and vigor to 
have enjoyed his fortune, conveyed to this houfe of charity 
the lands andtythcs which he intended for the poor inhabi- 
tants of it J the rents of which then amounted to fixty-iix 
pounds a year f. 

During the life of Sir John Hawkins, he alone was to 
appoint the poor mariners and fhipwrip;hts, who were to be 
received into the hofpital : the proper officers for the manage- 
ment of the fame were to be conilituted by him ; and he 
had the foie power of doing all other afls for the regulation 
thereof. After his deceafe, the right of nominating the poor 

* The commiffioner, the two mafter attendants, and the xnafter fhip- 
wrights of Chatham yard, are now always governors of this charity, the 
other prefcnt governors arc Thomas Fletcher, Isaac Wildash, and 
John Russell, efq. 

f The lands were ftyled Old Garlands, iituated in Effex, and were 
worth fifty pounds a year, and tke tythes of Welling, In the parifti of 
Eaft Wickham, amounted to futeen pounds, but now let at fifty-two pounds 
ten ihillingn per annum, pcrfons. 
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perfons, and the officers, devolved upon the governors ; anrd 
none of their adls were to be valid, unlefs the major part of fuch 
of them, as fhould then dwell within the county of Kent, were 
prefcnt ; and it was like wife diredlcd, that one of each of 
thefe four officers and governors, whofe attendance is required 
at the choice of a new governor, fhould be of the number. 
But in making ftatutes and ordinances for the government of 
the hofpital, &c. the bifliop, or the dean of Rochefter for the 
time being, muft be one of the £ve governors prefent. 

The beneficent founder did not long furvive the inflitution 
of this charitable fociety, for he died November 21, 1595, 
'in fight of the ifland of Porto Rico, in the Spanilh Weft- Indies, 
on board the Garland man of war ; and three years after his 
deceafe, the whole number of the governors cilablifhed a body 
of ftatutes. As they were informed that Sir John Hawkins 
had declared his intention concerning fome few points, thefe 
they wifely adopted, and added fuch other rules as appeared to 
them to be necefTary and expedient. Twelve * penfioners 
were fettled in the hofpital, and a weekly ftipend of two 
fhillings was to be paid to each poor perfon. This allowance 
was more liberal than the annual revenue would at that 
time admit of, fo that in the year 1609 it was found rcquifite 
to reduce the number of penfioners to ten. 

The eftate has been fince confiderably improved by the 
faithful and judicious management of the prefent governors, 
and the poor men have reaped the benefit of it ; for the 
ftipend of the men is augmented to three fhillings and fix- 
pence per week; they are likewife allowed a chaldron of 
coals yearly. No perfon is eligible, who, while in the 
fervice of the royal navy, has not been maimed or difabled, or 
other wife brought to poverty ; and if at the time of being 
chofcn he is married, unlefs his wife be at leaft fifty years of 

* The nambcr mentioned in the charter was ten or more. 

age, 
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age, llic is not permitted to cohabit with her hufband m the 
hofpital. But penfioners widows, who have arrived at this 
age, may continue in the hofpital, as long as they-remaia 
fmgle, aiKi they arc entitled to a weekly allowance of two 
fhillings and fixpence. A penfioner forfeits his place in die 
hofpital by marrying after his cledion. By the iixteenth fta^ 
tute a deputy governor was always to be appointed under the 
common feal of the hofpital ; he was to inhabit the principal 
houfc belonging to it, and to have forty (hillings yearly fee. 
In the year 1722, the portal of this hofpital was rebuilt, and 
all the houfes thoroughly repaired, and by dircdlion of the 
governors, the old infcriptions were continued : that over the 
gate, on the outer fide, is in the following words^ r-' 

" The poor you fhall always have with you : to whpm ye 
«' may do good yf ye wyl.*' 

And over the gate on the inner fide is this paflagc from 
Deuteronomy, chapter 15 : " Becaufe there fhall be ever fome 
** poor in the land, " therefore I command thee, faying^ 
**^ Thou Ihalt open thyne liand unto thy brother, that is needy 
" and poor in the land." 

It is evident that the founder of this hofpital, by fixing in a 
confpicuous part of the walls of it thefe admonitions to charity, 
intended to awaken in the minds of pafTengers, fcntiments of 
pity and compaflion ; and one may reafonably fuppofe that he 
hoped to excite thofe of his own profeflion at leaft, who had 
been fuccefsful in the world, to- enlarge and improve upon a 
plan calculated for the fupport, in the decline of life, of a body 
of men ufeful to the community, and to whofe laborious and 
perilous afliftance they were chiefly indebted for the wealth 
they had acquired. But if this was the expeftation and 
laudable aim of Sir John Hawkins, they have been, in a great 
xneafure ineiFedlual. For though, fince the eilablifhing of this 
inilituuonj, very ample^nay> aoblcfQrCane& have been made by 

navsu 
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naval officers in thefc^vicc of the crown, the name of RoBfiar 
Davis isalmoft the only one who ftands recorded as a bene- 
fft6lor; and it was by tlie diredion of dame Elizabeth 
Nar BO ROUGH (afterwards Shovel) whom this honeft and 
able feaman had prudently appointed his fole executrix, and 
the difpenfer of his cffedls, that much the greater part of the 
money he had bequeathed for charitable purpofcs was alio ited 
towards the relief of this decaying foundation. 

The governors enjoined public worfhip to be performed 
morning and evening, in the hofpitalj and every pcnfioner who, 
without leave of the deputy governor, was abfent at the ttated 
hours, incurred, by the tenth ordinance, a penalty of four 
pence. It was like wife recommended to the incumbent of 
the parifh of Chatham, once in every quarter of the year, to 
examine at the church, in the afternoon of fome Sunday or 
holiday, the poor of the faid hofpital: and if, upon trial, he 
found any that could not repeat the prayers appointed for their 
ufc, nor were able and willing, after one quarter's monition, to 
learn and fay them, they were to be expelled for ever from 
the hofpital, unlcfs " difabled by the right ufe of tongue *", or 
extreme age of eighty years or more. Two fhillings and fix- 
pence was to be the fum allowed to the minifter every time 
the poor were fo examined. There has been, however, for a 
long time an alteration in this refpcft. At prefent four pounds 
a year, charged oa this manlion houfe, which the governors 
of this ufeful eftablilhment hold by leafe from the members of 
•St. Bartholomew's hofpital, are paid to tliofe brethren of it 
jwho are in orders ; and the fervice ilipulated is, that they 
ihall preach every Sunday, in the chapel belonging to their own 
fociety, and once in every quarter inilrud the poor perfons in 
Sir John Hawkins's hofpital in the truths of the chriftian re- 
ligion. Dean Prat fixed this annuity in the year 171 8. 



# Thus exprefied ia the origuuU 

Bully 
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BULLY HILL. 

AVERY conclfc account is given of Bully or Bolcy-hill*, 
in the foregoing pag^ ; and as it is thought to deferve a 
more c'rrcumftantial relation, the editor has dcfircd thefavor df 
feme of his friendly affi Hants to take the trouble of again re-- 
vifing thofe books and MSS. from which there were the leaft 
hopes of extrafting any newlight. The points principally aimed 
'at-by this review, were — the tracing out the changes there havt; 
been in the property, and the ufe of this fpot of ground—the 
afccrtainingat what time, and by whom, the mount was thrown 
up— and the difcovering whence it derived a denominatiDU by 
"W^ich it has been dittinguilhed for many centuries. How far 
this refcarch may have anfwered the end propofed by it, muft 
be left to the decifion of the intelligent and candid reader. 

In the firft donation made by king Ethelbert to the 
clnirch of -Rochefler, A. D. 600, this prince is faid to have 
granted to that body all the land on the fouth fide of the city, 
extending from the river Medway to the eaft^gate f. And in 
the year 765, Egbert prefented to that religious fodety oik 
hamlet or fmall ftreet, and two acres of land within the walk 
«f the caille J. The line of the walls of the city and caftle sft 
thefe early periods cannot be eafily fixed 5 but it is plain, that 
under one or the other of thefe grants the monks of St. Andrew 
were entitled to the greater part, if not the whole, of that 
ground which inclofes the prefcnt tower, and of that -ftykd' 
Bully Hill||. Wh^theh 

* The Hill is gefterally pronounced Bully, but in the oldcft wfitiogs-m 
which the term occurs, it is fpdt Boky* 

f Recist.Rofp. p. 3 J Regist. RoFP. p. 16. 

Ij When Mr. Brooke, the prefent proprietor ofpart of the hill, filled opth« 
caftle ditch, by lowering the furface of the hill, the workmen found many 
* O o Romam 
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Whether the fccular clergy, who inhabited this priory 
before the conquell, enjoyed, at the time of that revolution, 
the poiTeffion of thefe two parcels of land, is not clears but 
GuNDULPHV not long after his being raifed to this fee, certainly 
recovered the property of them, with many oth^r larger and 
more valuable eflates, which had been wreftcd froni the 
church* For the bilhop of Rochefler is recorded, in 
Doomfday book, as holding lands in Aylesford parifh *, 
for exchange o the ground upon which the caftle ftands : and 
if I am not miftaken, Gundulph received from Odd bilhop 
ofBaycux, while governor of that fortrefs, in lieu of the other 
tra£l of ground, three ac/es of land adjoining to the convent, 
which the monks afterwards cultivated as a garden. Gun- 
dulph's releafe to the king for this ground is printed in the 
Regxst. Roff. p. 526. And from the terms in which it is 
cxprefled, it is not unlikely, that though the two bifhops had 
entered into an agreement relative to this matter, the exchange 
\fr as not fully com pleated till after the imprifonment of Odo, 
by Wi LLi AM RuFus. As that prelate was an officer of IkiU 
and experience, he could not but perceive how ncceflary it 
was to the perfon, who had the cuftody of the caftle, to have a 
fpot of ground, f om which, if occupied by the enemy, the 
garrifon muft be greatly annoyed : and there can be little 
doubt of the hill itfelf havin» been originally thrown up with 
an hoftile intent. Dr. Harris, ^n his hillory of Kent, ob- 
fcrves, that perhaps it was the mount caft up by the Danes, 
who befiegcd this city in the year 885. But whoever com- 

Roman urns and Lacryraatories near them, which Mr. Brooke pre- 
icntcd to that learned antiquarian Dr. Thorpe, thejti living in Ro- 
cheller, and there is no doubt but it was the burying place of the Romans 
daring the time of their being ftationed at or near Rocheftcr; which is a 
further proof that Bully-hill was without the limits of the city. 

* Camoin 's Brit, by GiisoN,p. 231* 

pares 



pAres witli attention the paflages of the feveral ancient hif- 
tbrians who have related this faft, will, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, think it fomething more than probable that this was the 
work of thole frequent invaders of our ifland. For the fatif- 
faftion of fuch of my readers as may be defirous of examining 
thefe pafTagcs, they are added in a note *. I Ihall, however, 
offer a remark or two, which have occurred to me on the perufal 
of thefe extrafts* The firft is, that, befides the mount which I 
fuppofe the Danes to have thrown up, and which poffibly is 
BOW nearly of the fame height it was originally they feem to 
have ercfted upon, or within it, a tower or fort ; and that 
this was the work which they had not time to remove, becaufe 
the unexpe6led approach of Alfred obliged ihtm to retire 
to their fhips with the utmoft precipitation ^ And as " aliud 
" propugnaculum," and " alias iirmitas,'* another fortrcfs, is 

* Dani dc Francia rcdeuntei, urbem Roffenfem obiiderunt, ac *' arccm 
contra portas conftruxcruntt" Curon* Joh* Bromton x. script* 
colLSi2» 

Altera vcro turma rediens in Cahtiam civitatem Roveceftre obfidlt, fed 
ririlitcr repugnantibus civibusj fuperveniens rex Elfredus cum cxercitu 
paganos ab obiidione compviiit ad naves, '' reli(5ta ibi arcc ^uam ante porta' 
praedidae cxtruxerant urbis. " Hovidek Ann. 

Altera turma ad Britanniam veniens Cantiam adiit, quae Rofcceftre 
diciturj "antehujusportamcaltellum pagani fccerunt," ncc tamen civi- 
tatem expugnare-potuerunt. Advcniente. fubito rege, ad naves fuas Dani 
confefl-im confugiunt concuffi terrore, "rcliAafua arcc " &c. Simeok 

DUNELM HIST. X. SCRIPT, p. I30» 

, Venerunt ad Roveceftriam : et civitatem obfidentes, ccperunt . faqerc ibi 
" aliam firmitatem.*' HuntindoU hiSt. 

Altera pars porrexit ad Hrofeceafter, obfiderunt autrm earn civitatfrm, 
ct ipfi extruxerunt circa earn *' aliud propugnaculum, " civcs nihrlominus 
urbem defcnderunt, quolque -ffiLPRiDus rex fupcrvcnh'ct cum copiis. 
Tum fe contuUt exercitus ad fuas naves, '^ dimHTo munimento." Chron. 
»AX0N* Tub anno $$5. 

the 



the expreflion ufod by the compiler of tho Saxon Chronicle, 
and by Henry Huntindon^ does not this corroborate the 
opinion which has moft generally prevailed, that there was a 
caftle then {landing not far from the fpot, upon which what is 
called Gun DU LPH*s tower was afterwards raifcd * ? But from 
a paffage in the Textus Roff. one \^ould be apt to fuipeft 
that this old caftle was conftrufted partly of wood and partly 
©f ftone ; and that, tofecureit from fire, the wood was covered 
with raw hides. For the caftle which Gundulph built by 
the command of William Rufus, was to be entirely of 
ftone f. 

When the crown had obtained a legal title to this ground^ 
we may conclude that neither labor nor expence would be 
^ared in fortifying it ; and fome flcilful perfons, who have fur- 
veycd it carefully have been of opinion, that the wall .of the 
city, which before the conqueft is fuppofed to have ftood be- 
tween thecaftle ditch and the mount, was after that period carried 
round the hill. As the fortrefs itfelf became by degrees, from 
the reign of Edward IV. of little importance, the mount 
was no longer necefTary as an outwork to it; and indeed there 
are grounds for believing that liberty had been allowed fome 
fome years before of crefting houfes upon it. That monarch's 
charter to the mayor and citizens of Rochefter is dated A. D. 
1460, the iirft year of his reign §; and by virtue of it, they 
obtained a right to a view of frank pledge, and alfo to hold a 
court of pie-powder II in a certain place^called theBoley within 

♦ Seep. 22. f SeeTsxTUS Roff. p. 144. 

§ See the chancr of this city, p. 10, 11, publiftied by Mr. Waite, in. 
2749, axkd may now be had of T. Fishxr, bookfeller in -this City. 

• II By the coBit of pic-powder, whenever any difference arifcs concemins 
bargain and fale> either in the fair or market, the mayor has power to take 
with him two difcreet citizens on Bully-hill, and there, upon hearing 
|h^ ni^fits of the caufe, they have a power immediately to decide. 

the 
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the fuburbs of the city. This is a fofyarate court l*ct from' 
that holden in the Guildhall of this city, and the iahabitant* 
of this fniall dilirid are to appear before the recorder of «h« 
city as lie ward of the court of the mayor and citizens, which 
is annually held on the Monday after St. Michael ; who thca 
appoints an officer, called tlic baron of the Bully, for the year 
^nfuing', by prefenting him with the ItafF of office ; for no oath' 
of oflice is required, it being thought the baron was the firft 
officer under the governor of the caftle before the court ket 
was inflituted, and isfuppofed to be the.perfon to vvhofe care 
the fecurity of it was intrulled under the governor of the caftle j 
for it is molt likely that this might be the cafe when the gover- 
nor, permitted houfes to be built on the hill, and was the caufe 
of making it a feparate court leet. The court is holden under 
the elm-tree, at the caft end of the hill. The houfholders 
of the feveral tenements on this fpot, are generally appointed 
to the office of baron in facceffion 

Whence the hill itfelf derived the appellation of "Bully or 
Boley, ** is a point that has often puzzled antiquaria;is, and as it 
may not be unacceptable to many of my readers to be ac- 
quainted with the different 'furmifes which have been formed 
relating to it, I will Rate them in few words. A learned gen- 
tleman was willing to deduce it from the greek word Box»i§ ; nor 
was this a bad guefs, if we regard only the fuitablenefs of the 
found and of the fenfe : but a queftion put by an eminent ety- 
molo^iilf, upon a fimilarconjefture, would be equally perti- 
nent, viz. how, at the time we muft fuppofe this ixau^e to 
have been given, could the Greeks communicate to thefe 
northern parts of Europe any knowledge of their language f 
The declenfion of learning in England, from the beginning of 
the eighth century, may be afcribed to the incefFant ravages erf 

§ Jactus, a cafting up. 

f $i( INNER, in Etymologr'tco L4>p]9» AnglicMiV; aiFvoceitt Aaent* 

the 
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die Dane^, who wereilcrt only aft illiterate, biit a barbarous t^c«f 
of men; and fo grofs was the ignorance of our countrymen 
IB die time of Ali^red, that that prince is faid to have de- 
clared he knew no prieft fouth of Thames^ that could turn a 
piece of Latin into Englilh* As little rcafon is there to believe 
that the monks fettled in this priory by Gundulph were ac- 
quainted .with a particle of the Greek tongue. To read well, 
and to excel in chanting their prayers, is mentioned by Ear- 
NULPH, as their chief qualification* * 

Those however who are diflatisfied with a Greek original, 
may perhaps approve of deriving Bully from the Latin word 
Bulla, a fcal, which correfponds nearly as to the found ; nor is 
there much variadon in the manner of writing it : and were 
there fufficient grounds for fuppofing that the dde was given 
at the time of the exchange of the lands l^etween Gvu'dulth 
and Odo, a circumftance that then probably occurred, will ac* 
count for the choice of this term. Seals, as is well known, 
were rarely ufed by our princes, before the conquellfj and 
might not this mode be firft ufed in this neighborhood on the 
king's part, in execudng the deed rclaung to this agreement ? 

In the opinion of others, Boley is only a corrupdon of tha 
French words, beau lieu, a fine fituation, from the bcaudful 

# Tottus Roffcn. p. 143. 

f EowAnn the Confcflbr Is generally allowed to have been the firft of 
the kings of England who confirmed Charters and Patents under a broad 
ifeal J fee Speed's Hift. of Great Britain, p. 399. The difference in the 
method of conveying land before and after the conqueft, as far as the 
members of the priory of St. AnJrew were intercfted in it, is thus fpccified 
in the Reoist. RoFF.p. 2. « Hxc omnia prxdiaa data fuerant ante 
adventure Normannorum in Angliam in codicillis, at poft adventuna faftc 
funtdonationcs inchartis.*' In whicji paffage, though the ufe of fcakis 
not dipeaiy expieflcd^ it fccms to be implied. 

profpeft 
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profpefl of the river and adjacent country, and fuch, without dif* 
putc, this fmali dillrid enjoys. But perhaps at lall, the name of a 
man may have given a denomination to ihls,as well as tomaoijr 
other trads of ground j and according to Camden*, there was a 
jiobleman of Norman extradion called Bulley, orBufley, who 
fortified a callle in Derby/hire; and though there is no tradition 
remaining of it, yet one «f this family might have iignalized 
himfclf in one or more of the military exploits which have in 
former days been tranfaded on this fpot, and, by affixing his 
name to it, have flattered himfelf, but in vain, to have perpe- 
tuated to future ages this memorial of his valor. 

The writer is aware, that perhaps the whole of this difqui- 
fition may be deemed infignificant by fbme nice critics, and 
that they may be inclined to ridicule the latter part of it 
cfpecially, as the whimfical and frivolous furmifes o£ minute 
antiquarians. Nor can he indeed venture to promife that any 
real and fubftantial advantage will ever refult from the deter- 
mination of the points here difculTed ; unlefs it ihould be a 
means of cnfuring to ihe future inhabitants of this little 
dillriifl thofe privileges and eacemptions which their predc« 
ccITors had enjoyed for many centuries. Bot though no 
profit fhould accrue to any fingle perfon, yet, if any of his rea- 
ders do, from the perufal of ihefe few pages, receive a fmall 
fhare of information and amufemcnt, he flatters himfelf that 
he ihall not be cenfurcd for the pains hf has taken in order to 
oblige them. An attempt to gratify the harmlefs inquifitive- 
nefs of one another is furely commendable. And of the great 
number of travellers, who every year enjoy the opportunity of 
viewing and admiring the beauties of this elegant and engaging 

* Brit TAN. p. 584. The fame author at p. 990 mentions thtie being 
in Weftmoreland a cafile called <^ Soley Caitle. " 

rurd 
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font! Tcctfsy fitoatfed not far from the center of thr-ee popul^nt 
towns, how few tat there, whom curioflty does not prompt 
to enquire into the ancient hillory of it, and who do not ex- 
press a deftre eo learn the original of k> iinguler a name sis that 
of Bully-Hill i 
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DEPTFORD is the firft town in this ro^d, and is fituatcdf 
about four niiles from London Bridge ; it is divided 
into lower aiid upper fifeptford : the road through the 
upper town lies over a done bridge, which extends acrofs the 
imall river Ravenfboum. The lower town is ranged on the 
bank of the Thames, and has been long famous for its^ rdyal 
dock yard, in the various departments of which above on<: 
thoufand men are conftantly employed. The town of Dept* 
ford has been fo much enlarged in this century, that it was 
found necefTary to ere£l another churchy which is a fpacioiis 
and handfome building. 

About one mile from Deptfordis Oreehwichi commofily 
diilinguifhed in writings by the name of caft Greenwich^ fitu- 
atedon the margin of the Thames. The church, now a very^ 
noble flrudture, was rebuilt, in this century, from the fund for 
building fifty new churches. It was ui ancient tioses dedicated 

t f2 to 
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to St. Elphege, archbifhop of Canterbury, who is rcportetf 
to have been martyred by the Danes A. D. 1012. The 
Royal Hd^ital, Jo wcfi known, h fitaatcd pahly on tlic 
ground where formerly flood a royal palace, calledJPlacentia r 
of the front of which, next the water, a print waspublifhed^ 
a few years ago, from an ancient drawing, by the Antiquarian 
Society. In that old {>al&ce, Miiitr and EnzAat+H, the 
two Queens, daughters of Henry VIII. were born, and there 
Ac pious king Edward th» firth died. King Charles IJ. 
began to build this fuperb ftrufture, and" finilhed one 
wiikg alt the cxpencc of thirty fix thoufiind pounds. King^ 
WiLLFAM HI. ere^ed the other wing ; Queen Adin, and 
king George L continued this work ; but kin^ George II, 
finiflied this grand defign. Part of the weft and fouth fronts 
were of brickv v^ich ruftic orn^nients of ftohc work ; but have 
been cafed intirely with ftorie within thefe few years. There 
are now above a thoufand difabled feamen amply provided 
for in this royal afylum. The park, obfervatory, and many 
elegant buildifigs on each fide the park, are worthy attention. 
The town is populous, and the inhabitants in general perfons 
of fafhion or in eafy circumftances. Here is a market on 
tVednefdays and Saturdays. 

■ EksTwxVLD of Greenwich paric and Maize-hin, beyond 
Sir J6hK VAWBfetJGH's buildings, is Well: Comb, an houfe 
Khd paddoclt, and delightful gardens, commanding a moft ex- 
ttnfive profpedl 6ver the Thames into Eflex and Middlefex. It' 
Is at prefent one of the feats of the marquis of Lothian, and was 
lately tenanted by lord Clive. Blackheath, which lies on the 
fummit of the hill above Greenwich to the fouth, is about one 
Uiile tii lehgti, with tlie five-mile ftone in the middle of it. It 
ifc ilwiys plcafant in wiftter as well as fummei*. When the wea- 
ther 5s flkvdrafel'e for Walking or riding; with the rlcheft prof- 
jfeAs 6ti ill Mt^, It hath befen famous for various fccnes of 
!lvkr> r«l5UIibn^ and jfelUirc fglemnities^ in the Ulcknt hiitories 
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•f thb iKttiott. On thfr fouth eaft end of Blaclcheath Is the 
princely (cat of Sir GriSg^ory Paoe, Bart. This ftatcly an,d 
elegant buildii^ rofe from ksr foundation like an exhalation^ 
being begun and covered in, t© the furprize of every body, 
in elevtfn months. The park, and kitchen garden without, 
and the mafterly paintings^ rich hangings, marbles, end alto- 
relievo's within, command the attention of every perfon of 
genius and tafte. It gives pleafure to Sir Grkcory Page to 
make every ipot about him delightful for his neighbors as well 
as for himfelf. On the eall of the heath, dofe to Sir G a £ go K T'i 
pari:, is Morden college, founded by Sir Johtj Moil den, a 
Turky merchant, who died in 1 708 ; and left his whole eftate 
in truft for the benefit of decayed Turky merchants, for 
the reception of whom he finilhed this college m his life time ;. 
and the charity took place in its full latitude after the death of 
ladyMoRDEK, who alfo was a benefactor to it. The gentlenaen 
who are admitted into this fociety muft refide m the houfe r 
there is an elegant chapel, and an handfome falary and hou(e 
for the chaplain. There are alfo apartments for a treafurerr 
JohnBennet efc; a kinfman of the founder,executes that office. 
On the fouth of Blackhcith, about half a mile to the left of 
the fix-mile ftonc, is the village of Charlton, which hath a 
very handfome church of brick, ia which arc fevcral fine 
monuments. As you approach the village you arc ftrucfk 
with admiration at a ftately Godiic manfioa built by Sir AixAia 
Newton, baronet*, who had been preceptor to Henkt 
prince of Wales, the fon of James I. The two laft earls of 
Egmont inhabited this houfe fome years ago. It is in thfr 
polTeifibn of Jones, efq; who married the heirofs of it. 

On the fouth fide of Bhckheath, anA weft of Sir Gregort 
Page's park, lies the pleafant village of Lee j at the eaft end of 
which, next Lee Grcen, is a pleafant houfe and gardens of 
HenryPelham, cfqr ; and in the ftrcet of Lee are the houfci 

♦ Sec Dr. Birch's life of prince Henry. 
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of the hoDonrable Henhy Roper and of David Papilion« 
efq; and of fcveral other perfons of fafhion ; and on the north 
fide of the ftrcct, is an old feat of the Boone family, with the 
remains of a grove^ and a pleafant piece of water in the ground 
adjoining. The drait road from London to Maidilone is 
through Lee village. Between the parifh of Lee, EJtham and 
Chiflehurft, is an hamlet called Modingham, in which is a fmall 
feat of the right honorable lord Aplley, with pleafant grounds 
about it; the beauty of the whole is owing to his lordihip's 
improvements ; and here is alfo a very old manfion which be- 
longed to the ancient family of the Stoddards. Between the 
village of Lee, and the fummit of the hill, next Blackheath^ 
are the elegant gardens and pleafure grounds belonging to the 
villa of the late Sir Samuel Fludyer, bart. now^ or lately- 
inhabited by Harry Yerelst, efq; feme time governor of 
Bengal. The houfe is not large, but hath a very handfome 
apartment upon the firfl floor, towards the gardens and plea- 
fare grounds ; and the profpedls from thefc rooms to Shooter^s 
hill, £ltham, and Lee village, and into Sir Gregory Page's 
beautiful grounds and park, with the woods of Greenwich 
park (kirting the view to the north, are moil picturefque and 
beautiful. The front of the houfe commands the Dulwich 
hills, with Lewiiham church placed in the very center of the 
view below them. On the fummit of the hill next the heath 
Hands the ancient church of Lee, very fmall. The church- 
yard is neat, much ornamented with coftly monuments of 
Itatuary and black marble ; which one is very forry to fee ex- 
pofed to all the inclemencies of the open air and winter ftorms. 
The great aftronomer Dr. Edmund Halle y lies buried here 
under a plain table toftib, with an infcription of fome length 
in Latin. In the church, on the north of the communion table, 
is a ftately arched monument of alabaftar, fupported with co- 
lumns of black marble of the Corinthian order. The rc^ory 
houfe, and that of Thomas Edlyne, efq; on the cminenct 

near 
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jicar the church, command from every fide of diem very pleaf- 
ing vlew6, the adjacent grounds being highly improved, and 
the near and diftant profpe^s inriched v^ich feats, farm-houfes, 
towns, and villages: the Kentifh and Duiwich hills in the 
front, and Blackheath and Greenwich park behind ; with an 
cxtenfive view, over London and Weltm'nilcr, of the Middle- 
sex hills, which bound the horizon to the north weft. 

Lew IS HAM is a pleafant yilla|;e upon the Tunbridge road* 
Couth w.e(t of Blackheath ; and a little beyond the hve-mile 
^one upon that road, on the eafl of the village, lie the pleafant 
gardens of Mr. Blackwel, banker: they take in the valley, 
and the hill above it, to which the afcent is through a beautiful 
flirubberyi and from the fummit of the hill you command a 
very rich profpeft on all fides, with the pubjick Tunbridge 
road at a quarter of a mile diftance in the bottom. Upon the 
declivity of Blackheath, next Lewifliam, is the Free School, for 
the benefit of feveral parilhes in the hundred, of Blackheath. 
It is fituajted upon a very fine and healthy fpot. It is now, 
and hath long fince been a confiderable boarding fchool, prcr 
.ferving at the fame time the original inftitution. It was found- 
ed inthelaft century by Abraham Colpe, vicar of Lewiiham. 
who bequeathed other charities to the parifh of Lewiiham. 

The town of Woolwich is fituated two miles to the ieftpf 
the feven-mile ftone, on the banks of the Thames. The 
church is a handfome brick building in a confpicuous fituation*. 
Here is a Royal Dock Yard, where are employed about the 
fame number of workmen as at Deptford : this is faid to be 
the moil anciept naval arfenal in England. Here is alfo ft 
famous Warren or Foundery for cannon, mortars, fhells, &c. 
yvith vail magazines of ordnance llores. 

One mile to the right, on the other fide of the road tfp 
^hootcr's-hill, is the town of Eltham, on an eminence; formerly 

a 
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mitral refidence: fame part of the ancient palace ftill re^ 
plains; particularly a ftatdy hall, very perfect. The manor 
is in grant from the crown to Sir John S«aw> bironet; 
whofe elegant feat, and plantations, do honour to the 
tallc of that polite and worthy gentleman. The ftrcct of 
Eltham coniifb chiefly in houfes of families of genteel faihion. 
On the north fide of the town is a range of fine meadows, 
which have been much improved by their prcfent pofTcflbr, 
the rev. Mr. Pin hell, whofe handfome gardens open into 
them. There is in it a fine green houfe which fonnerly houfcd 
the exotics of that eminent botaniii Dr. Shbrrahd. The 
^' hertus Elthameniis" is well known to the curious in botanical 
fcience. The church . contains fome ancient monuments. 
£ight miles from London is Shooter's hill, from the elevated 
top of which, is a pleafant and exteniive profpeA. 

Be T WE EN the tenth and eleventh mile Hone, is the fmaH 
^lage of Welling ; a quarter of a mile to the right of the 
eleventh mile flone is Danfon hill, on which ftands the 
ieatofJoHN BoYDE, efq. This beautiful ftrufturc was de- 
signed by the ingenious Mr. Taylor, (the ,^ei^archite6^ 
iqf the Bank). About two miles to the left ot the eleventh 
mile&one, «re the fmall repiains of the famous abbey of Weft- 
well orLefnefs, founded by the miflaken piety of Richard 
«B LvcY, lord chief juftice of England in the reign of king 
Henry U. Richard afterwards became prior <|>f his own 
abbey, where it is imagined he and others of his fjjimily were 
juried; in removing part of the foundation of ^is abbey in 
ikemgn of Jambs I. a vault was difcovered^ in which were 
^eyeral coffins with portraitures on them ; the remains probably 
pf this Angular lord chief juftice and his family. Cardinal 
Wools £Y fuppreiTed this abbey, to afiift him in founding his 
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iicw college of Chrift Church in Oxford. From Bcxlej 
heath, in the cxteniivc valley on the right, is feen the village 
and church of Bex ley, with feveral villas, among which ia 
Footfcray place, the feat of Mr. Harene; this magnifi- 
cent Itrufture is built in imitation of lord Defpenfer's houfe, 
at Me re worth, in this county. The manor of Bexley was 
in the pofTeflion of that great antiquarian Mr. William 
Cambden, who bequeathed it towards the fupport of an 
hiftory profeflbrfliip at Oxford. Crayford is st fmall town, in 
which is a (lone bridge over the river Cray. This place 
IS famous for a battle fought near it, between the Britons and 
Saxons Commanded by Hengist, A D. 457, in which the 
Britbris were Overthrown. There are many deep caverns in 
the earth near this toWii, which are fuppofed to have been 
hiding-places in thofe days of barbarifni. The Roman ftation 
called Noviomagus is imagined to have been near this place. 
Great quantities of linen arc bleached and printed at Crayford. 

Fifteen miles front London is the atncient and plcafant 
town of Dartford, iituated on the rivulet Darent, over 
which is a good fldne bridge. It ia a poft town, arid the firft 
flage on the Kentiih roa^. It affords good entertainment for 
travellers in its commodious inns. The marriage folcmnity 
tetweeii Isabella, fifter of Henry HI. and Frederic 
emperor of Germany, was celebrated here. King Edward III. 
founded a nunnery in this town, which became famous for-the 
dignity of its devotees. At the time of the reformation, king 
Henry VIIL converted it into a palace for hinifelf and fuccef- 
fors. Queen Elizabeth in her way from Rochefler to 
Greenwich, refided in this palace two days ; it' was alienated 
from the crown in the reign of James I. Mr. Hicks a farmer 
now lives in it. The knights templars alfo had a manfion in 
thtt town. The firit , paper mill in England was ercft'ed 
here by Sir John Spelman, in the reign of Charles L 
The church is fpacious^ and contains fome ancient monuments. 
Q^q There. 
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There are two burying grounds belonging to this parifli; one 
of which is fituated on a hill, but there are no traces when that 
ground was firft applied to that ufe. A confiderable corn mar- 
ket is held on Saturdays ; and a fair oa the Iccond of Auguft, 
for herfei and'black cattle.. 

Near the road from Dartfbrd is a large cbmniion call^ 
ed Dartford Brink, where Edward III. held a folemn tour- 
nament in the year 133 1. The llrife between the families of* 
York and LaacaHer began here, when Richard Plant age- 
kit, duke of York, &c. As D. 145^, brought together on^ 
this fpot an army of ten thousand mcnr; At prcfent it is 
the theatre^ of' more peaceful fcenes, as appears by the booths* 
erefled on a part of it, in which tlie fpe^ators behold the- 
great cricki^trmatches that are played (mi this agreeable fpoc« 

Half a mile to the left of the feventeenth llonei is the 
vcnefafele church of Stone, wtfich has in it feveral ancient 
monuments. The manfion called Stone calllc is to the 
right of the road : the ancient ftrudiire is gone to ruins, 
,and a modern buildin^'erei^led In its place, which is now the 
habitation of joHti Talbot, efq. Greenhkhe is a romantic 
fituation on thi bank or the Thames, on the left are a number 
of large pits, froni Which are (hipped innumerable tons of chalk' 
and lime. Beyond the eighteenth mile ilone, on the left, is 
the feat of John CALCRArT, efq. ottt of the rcpreferitatives 
of the city of Rocheller, The houfe is very convenient, and' 
the gardens beautifully romantic : from a fpacious and ele- 
gant room at the weii end of the houfe, as well as from vari^ 
ous parts of the gardens, the eye is entertained 'with' views^^ 
of the river and the Eflex ihore, that areperfcdfly enchant- 
ing : and upon thd whole it is one of the mofl ddightful fpot$ 
on the bank of the Thames. 

Tre country about Greenhithe and Swanfcomb is famous* 
for bellig the rendezvous of the Daniih frcc-beoters« whai 

drew 



1 •»$9 3 

tdrew their fleet into the inlet or rivulet that formerly wias 
pretty deep between the hilis^ on which Northfieet and Swanf- 
^cornb are iituated : the latter j^ace derives its name from a 
-captain of thofe barbarians, ■ called "6 w e i n , who there pitched 
'his camp^ -and»fr«m whom it was denominated SviFein's <:amp. 
There remain ftill feverai fmall hills caft up by thefe free- 
booters, and -called fconces, being ilations for a fmall num- 
bcr of men employed as centinels, when their camp was here. 
The afcent from this vs^llcy to Northfieet is lately made very 
eafy , and ^mnch improved . between the road and the Thames 
is the ieat of Thomas Chijpf^nch, .efq. pleafantly fituated. 
The village of Northflcet is on the eminence between the 
twentieth and twcnty-firft ftoncs, and ris v«ry ancient, for it 
is found recorded in Doomiday book. The chuisch contains 
ieveral ancient monuments. Half a mile to the lef; of the 
twenty -fcccmd ftone is the town of Gravrfend, fituated on 
the bank of the Thames. It is a populous and flourifhing 
town i but the ftreets are narrow, and the pavement bad. 
Gravefend has changed its fttuation fince the. great increafe of 
trade in this nation, and approached nearer the ;river, as 
the chief fupport of its inhabitants. The town was burnt, 
and feverai of its inhabitants captivated, by the French and 
Spaniards, who invaded this fpart of th( country wdth row 
gallies, in the year i38o« The churdii, in its ancient ilate» 
ftood near the high road, but now is nearer the river : it it 
a new and elegant JbuHding ; to the eredling of which his late 
majefty contributed liberally. The former church, and great 
part of the town, wer^ confumed by fire in the year 1727. 

King Richard II. granted to the men of Gravefend and 
Milton (an adjacent pariih) the exclufive privilege of con- 
veying paflcngers from Gravefend to London. . This charter 
has been confirmed by fucceeding princes, under vamous re- 
gulations, to this day. They go to London with every flood 
tide, and return from Billiligfgate with the ebb. . Their de« 
jmrture from each place is regulated by ringing a fmall beS 
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i quarter of ati hour. Great numbers of people ufe this 
pafTage^ the boats being very fafe and commodious : the fare 
is nine-pence. There are coaches which attend the tides, 
and go from Gravefend to Rochefler and Chatham, the fare 
of which is one ihillingand fix-pence. There was anciently 
a chapel in this town, and it is fuppofed to have Hood where 
the New tavern is. The gardens near this town are remark- 
able for producing excellent afparagus, great quantities of 
which are fent.to London. All ihips outward bound are o- 
bliged to flop here, until they have been vifited by proper 
officers for their clearance. This part of the Thames is defend - 
ed by Tilbury fort, which is on the ihore oppofite to Gravef- 
end; and a platform at the lower part of this town, mount- 
ed with feverai fmall cannon. This town was incorporated 
with Milton, by queen Elizab-eth, by the name of port- 
reeve, (but now mayor) jurats, and inhabitants of Milton 
and Gravefend. The town-houfe is a handfome building ; it 
wasereded in the year 1764: under it a market i^ held 
on Wednefdays and Saturdays, and a fair on the 23d of April, 
and the 24th of October. 

A LITTLE to the left of the twenty-fifth ibne,isjhe church 
of Chalk, over the:, entrance into which are fome very pre« 
pofterous figures : in it is nothing remarkable but the monu- 
ment of William Martin, efq. dated 1416. Half z 
mile to the right of the twenty. fixth done, is the plpaiant vil- 
lage of Shome : the church lias feverai ancient monumenta 
in it, efpecially of the Cobham family. Near this place la 
Cobham hall, ^n ancient and noble flrudorei, the ori^nal man- 
fion of the Cobham family, but now th^ refidcnce of the earl 
of Darnley. In a large room in this houie are the arms of 
queen Elizabeth, and a memorandum of her having been 
entertained there by the then proprietor of this feat: here 'is 
an extenfive park well docked with deer. In Cobham church 
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|irj9 feveral ancient 2in4 curious monuments of the Cobhani 
family. Near the church is a college, founded about th^ year 
1 389, by John db Co3HAMyand fuppreflcd by Henry VIIL 
But it was founded anew on a reformed plan» by Sir William 
Brooke (lord Cobham) A. D, 1597. Twenty poor perfonf 
with their families are admitted into this^ college, from the ad- 
jacent pariflics*. On the left of the hill beyond the twenty* 
fixth ftone is Lamb's Wood, the property of Mr. Gordon, 
in which ftood Merfton chapel : it is numbered in Afton, 
with the eccieiia defbu6la. The kii^ prefents tp this rec- 
tory. Contiguous to this is the-parifh of Higham, where 
was anuiHiery of the Benedidine order; Near this place 
are the remains of the ancient town of Clive at Hoo, now 
called CliiF, by many writers fuppofed to have been the 
Clovelhoe, where fo many councils were held during the Saxon 
heptarchy. Not far from Cliff is Cooling caftle, ercftcd by 
John lord CpBH AM about 1380; it being granted to him by 
RicHAR D II. which grant he caufed to be cut on a large ftone, 
and placed on the front of the caftle ; part bf it is IHII viiible. 
This caftle was a place of confiderablc ftrength, and furrounded 
by a d^eep'moat. Two round towers which formed the entrance, 
are ftill ftanding, as are fome fragments of rowers eredled* for 
its defence hi different parts of the walls f. The pious and intre- 
pid Sir John Oldcastli, who in the reignof Henry V. fell 



* The proprietor of Cobham hall fends one ; the wardens of RocheAcr 
tridgc, asprefidenis, of this college, fend one; the remaining eightcea 
are fent from the following neighboring parifhes; Cobham, three; Shome, 
two; Cooling, one; Strood, two; Hoo, three; Cliff, one; Chalk, one; 
Onwcfeod, one; Highjunyone; St.Macies, one^ Ctt<}kftone,on«; Hailing 

<>■«• . . • ^ . c 

f Sir Thomas Wtatt, who in 1553 rofe in rebellion againft qteca 
Ma«y, af&bked this caftle, and broke opdr ttie ^tei but it was defended 
with fuch Tigor by Joni Cobham wko then pofleflVd it> that Sir THojMAa 
was obliged to relifi^uiih his atteiapu 
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m vi£Um'to papd crudty, relided in this caftfe; pzrt df'-it 
MS now a farm houfe, in the occupation of Mr. Compout *• 

Neaa the twcn^-feventh ftoneisGad'shil]/rapp<^edtohave 
betn the (bene of the robbery nientiofied by Shakespear. 
in his play of Henry IV. A fmall diftanceto the left, ap- 
pears on-an eminence the Hermitage, the feat of the late Sir 
F RAH CIS Head, bart; andclofe to the road, on a^fmall afcent, 
is a neat building lately erefled by Mr« Day. In defcending 
Stropd hill is a fine pi3t^pe£lof Strood, RocheHer and Chathanu 
which three towns form a coxuinued iiireetxztending above 
two miles in length. 

. As in the former part of this work the reader will meet with 
a circumHantiai account of the antiquities and ?public build- 
ings of Rochefter^ a few4)bfervations.may not be unacceptable 
to the curious traveller^ pointing out the eligibility of this ^t« 
By its fituatlon in a raUqy, it is peculiarly fhelteredfrom dorms. 
The air is verjr ftlubrious^ and inflances of ioqgevity are as 
frequent here as in moil towns. The town ii well fupplied 
"with proviiioAs of every kind, and with plenty of^lh from the 
Medway. Water is conveyed by pipes from an excellent 
fpring near the Vines field, to the houfes of the refpedlive 
Inhabitants. The buildings ave lately much improved ; in 
the ilreets are fome commodious ihops, and in feveral parts of 
the town are fome very agreeable refidences for (mail gen- 
teel families. On Boley Hifl, a retired and pleafant lituation* 
is the ancient Satis, which has been already iioticed iif this 
work 4 part of this houfe has been new .built by Joseph 
BR00KE»efq. the prelent pofilefror. I^earomto «this, on a 
delightful eminence, is the refidence of Wilxxa^m GoRDOiCy 

* We lisre-fome reafon to Ibi&k Sir John FalstatV', '(^ truly comic 
wnemoTfp inhabited C«plins c^^» *'^^ ^^*^ his namo was Oldcastle; 
as appears in an old manufcript of ShaI^mp&apl's HevjUY IV* Sec Tbe* 
4^ALi>*a Shakeipear* 
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rfqr Trom many parts of thia hotife is a pleafing view of tKet 
Med way and the /unrounding hills. This gentleman is poffcffcc^. 
of a colleftion of fine paintings, many of them by the firfl:! 
mailers in that polite art; particularly two capital drawings oH 
RvBEKs, viz. the Crucifixion and the Pentecolt. 

There are chre& capital and fpacious inns ia this city^. 
which will vie with moll in England^ as well for their good 
acconimodations,.as for their antiquity. Nearly on the fame fpofr 
where the crown now ftandsy ha^ been an inn diftinguifh* 
cd by the fame fign upwards of four hundred and fiftyj- 
years, it having been kept by Simon-Potyn, the founder of St.^ 
Catharine's hofpital, A, D. 13x6 . It alfo appears from court, 
rolls, that- on the iame fpots where the Bull and the King's hea^ 
nowc- (land, there have been houfes of public entertainment ' 
dillinguifhed by the fame figns for above three hundred years. 

The number of genteel families refiding iathls town aaci 
neighborhood, its vicinity- to Chatham yard, - and being. » 
great thoroughfare between- London and France, . renders thor 
fkreet agreeably populous. Few places at the diftance of thirty 
miles fronv London, have » more frequent interoourfe- witl^ 
that great city; for,, exclufive of the machmes which iet out 
from Rochefter to London, there are fcveral carriages almoll 
continually pafling between Dover and London, which greatly 
jfacilitate the communication with, the capital. In the neigh«' 
borhood of the city arc. fcveral rural and pleafant walks, par- 
ticularly on thft banks of the Medway. An affcmbly,. a 
coffee room, and a circulating library, may be reckoned 
among, the fources of agreeable amufiments in this place. 

FoiSEssED of one of the fineft rivers in-Europcj this city 
may be thought advantageoufly fituated for trade ; yet it docs: 
not appear that it ever enjoyed the benefit of any manufacture. 
Some years ago indeed^ it was propoftd^ that the poor might 

6c 
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be taught the ufe of the fpinnin^ wheel, and the loom, aftd that 
the better fort might avail thettifelves of a commerce ariiing fiom 
baize. A gentleman • of this town took great pains arid was at 
fomc expence to recommend the defign : but party prejudice, 
the very meaneft, perhaps the very bjtfefl of vices, fruftrated 
the attempt, and gloried in the conquef!. The chief fhips 
which deliver at this port, are collifers t,wine and Eaft country 
ihips, with various llores for th6 ufe of the dock yard. Mr. 
Dove has a manufafldry for tobacco and fnuff, and is en- 
gaged in making fteel from bar irbri i this is fo far advantageous 
as it tends to employ a number of people. With others alfoi 
he is about to extradl oil, tar, and vitriol J from cole, and to 
render the coke ufeful to itialllers and hop-planters.— How 
far it will anfwer to the public and the proprietors, time will 
evince. In the year 1770, a Printing OfEce was eftablifhed 
in this city, of which this Work is an early production. 

In the river Medway, arid within the ports of Rochefier, is 
Standgate creek, fo well known for ihips performing quarantine. 
Exclufive of the royal dock yard, there are feveral private 
yards for building fhips ; in one of which feveral men of war 
have been built, one fo large as a third rate. Not far from the 
viftualling clEce, is a commodious fait- water bath, which re- 
ceives the water every tide, arid has every convenience for bath- 
ing, on very rcafonable terms. On the new road leading from 
Rochefter to Chatham hill, is a moft delightful profpeC! of the 
Barracks, the Dock yard, and the fhipping in the river, the 
town of Chatham lies under the hill, on the left. 

* The gentleman here alluded to was the late Mr. alderman Gordon. 

f Of thefe near two hundred fail arrire annually ; great part of their 
cargoes are fent up the Medway to Mai'dftone, Tunbridge, &c« 

X With this bituminous matter, and other ingredients, a compofition ii 
*ude for preferving (hips bottoms from the worms : fome very proroiling 
experiments Have already been made, and, if it fuccecds, it will be of the 
mmoft utility to the navy. 

Between 
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fifiTWEEN the thirty.fourth and thirtyififtii Aon<*s is" the 
Village of Rainham. Iii the church are fcveral ancient monu- 
ments, and an elegant marble ftatae of I^ichcJlas Tufton, 
fearl of Thanct, belongiiig t^ whofe family there is a very 
turious vault. The thirty-feventh done (lands in the ancient 
town of Newington, near which was a Ronian ftatibn. In this 
place was a nunnery, which was fupprefied ^fter the nuns had' 
murdered their abbefs . The churtth is large and fair : in it 
are feveral monuments both ancient and modern, abd A flight 
of ilone fteps to a place which was formerly a rodd loft.' 
in this parilh is a hill called Caricolhill, which, with Key-- 
ftrcet adjacent, fome imagine derive thei^ names from Caii 
Collis, i. e. G^ius's hill ; it is thought, by antiquarians, fome 
great aftions were performed here by Cxius I* Cjbes ar. About 
a quarter of a mile beyond Newington, on the leftj is Standard 
hill, where tradition fays the Roman Eagle was dnce difplayed: 
adjoining Is Grockfield, fo named from the great number of 
Roman pots, urns, and other vefTels found in it ; a conficlerable 
quantity of coins and other R,omin antiquities have alf6 been 
found ih the neighborhood of this town. Half a mile to 
the left of the fortieth ftone is the ancient and loyal town of 
Milton> fituatcd^ as it were, on the waters of a fine rivulet^ at 
the head of a creek that runs into the Swale, whkh feparates 
the ifle of Shepey from the main. Antiquity has dignified it 
hy calling it, " The royal town of Middleton." When king 
Alfred divided his kingdom into hundreds and fhires, Milton 
was in his po£eflion, and therefore was fo denoiniiiated : It 
vjras honored with a royal palace,, which was fituatcd hear 
where the church at pfefent ftands, about a mile north- 
^afl of the town : It was a flouriihing place until the reign of 
Edward the confefTor ; nor do we read of its being injured 
by the Danes, although it muft have been vifited by theni : in 
the fame reign, A. 0. 1051, Earl Godwin, who had been- 
baniihed, came hither and burnt the palace and town to 
ftihes, Milton churcb is a.lafge handfoxn^ boHiding 1 there. 

R r wai 



Wft a eEurd^ m this placfc very early, for Sexburoav ^^ 
fbundrefs of the nunnery at Minftcr in Shepey, is faid to hav^ 
expired in the church porch of Milton, about the year 680.. 
It contains feveral ancient monuments of the Norwood family. 
The town h gqwerned by a portreeve, wk) is annually chofer* 
0ti St. Jamie's day. There is a good oyfter fifhery in the 
Swdfe, beh)Xt^^>g to tKs town ; the cotters are much eftcemed 
in LottdoDi A nurfcct was granted by king Edward I- 
JSt, D. 128^7, and continues on Saturdays. A fair is held oa 
the 24th of May. Within a mil^ to the eaft of the church is- 
a large open field or marih, called Kdmfley down^ derived, it 
i« imagined, from Camplley down, or the place of camps^ 
bccaufe there the Danes under Hast iNja, in 892, encamped 
on. their arrival froift France with eighty (hips. On- the eaft 
fide of the down are the remains of a caftle, faid to have been, 
built at (hat time by thofe free- hooters ; it is now called 
Caftle ruff. AH, that aj>pears of" this fortrefs at prefent, is a. 
fquare piece of ground furrounded with a large moat.. On the 
oppofite iide of Milton creek, and abcmt half a mile north of 
Sittingbom, are the poor remaif»s of Bay ford caftle, faid to 
have been raiftd by the good* and vigilant king Alfred, to 
fccure the country from the excurlions of the Danes, while 
ih^y rendezvoafed on Kf Imfley down3« The moat and a 
finall part of the eaft walLarc ftili vifil^e« 

Between die' fortieth and forty-firft ftones is fituated the 
town of Sittingborn, which is a poll tawn, has in it feveral 
good iiins, and formerly had a mayor and a market, but has 
neither at prefent. It has two fairs, one on Whit-monday^ 
And the other on the loth of Odlobcr. The church is large- 
ahd handfome : it had in it feveral ancient mosuments, whiclv 
have been injured by a fire, that burnt the infide and roof 
of the chiirch, in the year 1763. It is faid to have had an 
Ofgan in queen Elizabeth*? days. There has been an inn in 
ibis tmuy with the figa of the Red ti^n* for upwards of thrc^ 
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kuiidred and fiSfty years. Mr. Phil pot takes notice, that 
About the year 1426, king Henry V. was entertained at the 
Red Lion, in Sittingborn, by John Norwood, efquire, at 
which time the bill for wine amounted to nine Ihillin^s and 
nine pence, it being one penny a pint. 

On the road from Sittkigbd^ is A view ef the ifle of Shepey 
and Minftcr church, in which are feveral ancient monuments: 
near the church ar« the remains of a nunnery. The ciifFs in 
this ifland are celebrated for their foffils, petrified, and pyrt- 
tical pfoduftions : but as the public ivill fhortly be fovorcd 
with a hiftory of this ifland, I fliall forbear to take any farther 
notice of it. The forty -iecond Hone ftandS i« rJae village of 
Bapchild: archbifhop Brichtwald held a fy nod here, A. D. 
692 ; in memory of which a chapel or oratory is ^aid to 
have been creeled : a ftone wall about iixty feet long, on the 
left fide of the road, is the remains of this building, which was 
ufcd as a refting place by the pilgrims who travelled to St. 
Thomas Becket's flirine at Caiitcrbury. Haifa wiile to 
the left of Bapchild, is the village of Tong, near which are the 
veftigia of an ancient caftle, faid to have been built by Hen- 
^GisT and HoRSA about the year 450: part ofthefouth waB 
is difcemible within the large moat that furrouttded the cafUe. 
A com mill has been eroded oa the moat for upwards of two 
hundred years: the courteous miller informed me, that in 
^digging within the caftle, he found a brafs helmet and a few 
lew earthen urns. A Httlt to the right of Grccn-ftreet i* 
Linfted lodge the feat of lord Teynham, Near the for- 
ty tiixth done, on a pleaTaht eminence, is a manfion called 
Judd's houfe, built about the year 1654, by Daniel Jud6> 
a conmiittec man, and One of the fequeftrators': Here 
was a manfion long before; the moat that aliboil fur- 
toundod it ftill continues. This feat is at prefent the rc- 
Igdence of - . n .i ■ Flint, efq. Between the forty-iixth 
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ind forty-feventh ftone is the village of Ofpringe, with 
a llrcam of clear fpring water running acrofs it* On the 
north fide of the flreet are fome faint traces of the Maifon de 
Dieu, which was formerly in great repute. It was founded 
by Lucas de Vienna, for tl^c ufe of the knights templars- 
The kings of England, in their frequent journics to their fo- 
reign dominions, were entertained in this haufe. On the 
fouth fide of the ftrect was an hofpital for lepers and difeafed 
people, part of which Hill remains. It was fupported by the 
templars houfe. Ofpringe church is an old Gothic ftrufturc. 
The rdfund flint tow^r^ on which flood the fteeple, fell to the 
ground October 1 1 , 1695. 

Half a mile to the left of Ofpringe is the ancient, large, 
and pleafant town of Feverfham. In a charter ofKENULPH, 
king of Mercia, dated 812, it is called the king's little town, 
and feems to have been a royal refidence at that time. King 
Stephen built an abbey here, A. D. 1148, to which Ma- 
tilda l^is qu^en was a great benefadlrefs. Godfrey, king 
of Jerufalem, a relation of the king, fent him a piece of the 
real crofs of Christ, which wj^s depofited in this abbey. 
King Stephen, his queen Matilda, ^d Eustace their 
fon, were interred here. At the fupprcffion, it was valued at 
twp hundred and eighty-fix pounds twelve fhillings and fix- 
pence per annum. Not^iing remains of this fabric, except an 
inner gate and fomp ^alls. The church is large and hand- 
fome, with a good organ therein, and feveral ancient and mo- 
dern monuments. There appears to have been a church here 
before the conqueft, but originally without pews. Rufhes 
were procured to ftrew the church in fummer, and ftraw in 
whiter, for the people to kneel on : which conveys a barba- 
rous idea of the ancient places of divine worfhip. Feverfham 
is now iXi a flourifhipg ftate, being the chief port for this part 
of the county 5 it is fituated oji a rivulet which falls into the 
mouth of the Swale, and has an oyfter fifhery. The dredg- 
ers 
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ers have a peculiar law among them, which obliges a perfon 
to marry before he can be free of the grounds. The town 
is an appendage of the town and port of Dover. It is go- 
verned by a mayor, jurats, and commonalty ; has a market 
on Wednefdays and Saturdays ; and two fairs, one on the 
twenty. fifth of February, and the other on the twelfth of Au- 
guft. A large powder manufactory fubfiftcd near this town 
as early as the time of queen Elizabeth, it has been lately 
purchafed by government. To the north-weft of the town 
on the other fide of the rivulet, is the chapel of Davingtont 
where was an eminent nunnery. It was founded foon after 
the abbey of Feverfliam, in the reign of king Stephen 
A. D. 1 1 53. The chapel of this ancient religious houfe is 
now the parifli church. To the fouth of the town, near 
the road, is the fmall, but neat church of Prefton, in which 
are fomc monun^ents three hundred years- old. 

At fome diftance to the right of the high road is Lees courtj 
the elegant feat of lord Sonds ; and to the left ofth^orty- 
ninth ftone is Nalh Court, the handfome and pleafant feat of 
the Hawkins's family, with a baluftraded terrace on its 
top, fronted with a green park, in which are beautiful plan- 
tations. The fiftieth llone is in' the long ftreet of Boughton. 
The church is half a mile to the right, in which are fbveral 
ancient monuments 1 it has three ifles and a good ftone tower,' 
but the fpire fell down towards the end of the laft century. 
Boughton Hill, on the top of which is the fifty-firft ftone, in 
ancient time was counted a foreft, and called the Blean ; it 
extended four miles towards Canterbury, and was infefted 
with boars and bears. There is a beautiful profpe61: on every 
fide from the fummit, the high fteeple of Canterbury cathe- 
dral appears dire£lly in the road. Between the fifty-fourth 
and fifty-fifth ftones is the ancient village of Harblcdown ; the 
C}iur9h is fitui^ted on a hill weft of the ftrcet, Oppofite to the 

church 



[ 3IO ] 

thurch is the hofpital and chapel, originally built and endowci 
by archbifhop L an p rang, about the year 1080: it was for 
the benefit of poor lepers. This was the place that formerly- 
held the precious relick, called St. Thomas Beckct's flipper, 
neatly fet in copper and chryftal, mentioned by Erasmus. 
The numerous pilgrims to the fhrihe of St. Thomas ufed to 
ftop here, and kifs his flipper, as a preparation for their more 
folemn approach to his tomb. Since the reformation, this 
hofpital is continued for the relief of poor perfons. 

The city of Canterbury is fituated fifty- fix nliles from Lon- 
don, and ftretehes itfelf to a great extent^ in a beautiful and 
fruitful valley, with the river Stour running through it, in two 
tlear and.ufeful ftreams. It is fuppofed to have been walled 
in the time of king Ethelbert, about the year 600. In the 
reign of Richard II. A. D. 13^0, the walls were repaired, at 
which time the ditches are mentioned to be deep, and on^ 
hundred and fifty fect broad. This, however, muft have bccA 
•nly the beginning of a repair; for in the following reign, A.D* 
1400, the whole city was taxed for their repair: the com- 
pafs of the walls is faid to have been five hundred and eighty- 
itwo perches, which is nearly two miles^ On the walls were 
twenty-one fmall towers, and feven gates, befides polterns* 
There are now only fix» and a great part of the wall is in a 
ruinous ftate. The callle is a venerable ftrudlure, built in 
form of Gundulph's tower iii Rochcller ciftle, and about 
the time of the conquelt. It is fitUated on the fouth fide of 
the city, but is in ruins. Befides the cathedral, there are fix- 
^een parifh churfches in this eity, the whole of which is di- 
vided into fix HVards, which are named after the fix city gates. 
Here were alfo a priory, a nunnery, irid three religious houfes 
for the augnftine, black, and grey friersi The knights tem- 
plars had a manfidn in this city. It likewife contained nine hof- 
pitals, three of which are difTolved. Here is a free fchool, and 
three charity fchooisk 
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The cathedral, called Chrift's Church, is a fine piece of 
Gotliic architefture ; i; is fituated in a fpacious fquarc towards 
the eaft fide of the city, and is built in the form of a crofs ; 
about five hundred feet long, feventy-four broad, excluiive of 
the crofs ifle, and eighty feet high. From the middle of the 
building rifes a beautiful tower two hundred and thirty-five 
feet, high, called Bell Harry. This magnificent cathedral 
is erefted wtere a chriflian church flood, before the Saxons 
governed in Kent: that church, with his adjacent palace, 
Ethelbirt gave to Augustine the monk, foon after he 
arrived to preach the gofpcl in Britain . August i n e dedicate^ 
it to Chrift, and made it a cathedral monaflery abou.t the year 
600. In the Year 101 1, this cathedral was rifled, and fet on 
fire by the facrilcgious Danes; archbifhop Agelnoth re-edi- 
£ed it about the year 1023. In thja prelate's time king Ca- 
nute the Dane, to atone for his many crimes, gave his 
golden crown, with many other donations, to this church, ta 
nflifl in its repair. But about twenty years afterwards it fufFer- 
ed by another fire, fo that archbifhop Lakfranc pulled it 
entirely down, and began to rebuild it from the foundation 1. 
H was dedicated by archbifhop Ralph, A. D. i i 14. 

Soon aflerLANFRANp's death, archbifhop Anselm bcgait 
the magnificent choir 5 but dying A. D. 1109^ and the fee 
Remaining vacant Rvc years. Con r a de the prior carried on 
and compleated the work in fuch a fupcrb manner, that it wa» 
denominated Comrade's glorious ^cholr;, but its glory was 
foon defaced by a fatal fire, communicated from fome adjacent 
houffs, on the 5th of September 11 74, which burnt from 
Bell Harry te the eall cad of the church. In ten years 
at'ter, it was rebuilt and finifhed, and the houfes by which it 
had been fired were removed. Tl^e choir that was finifhed 
i»t that time, viz. in 11 84, (lills remains, and is almofl 600 
years old* SiMQN Supb^ry, archl>ifh0|) of th|« fee, rebuilt 
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tkd two wlng«» of the crofs on each fide the great tdwdl- : ihont 
the year 1380, he alfo took down the rave or body of the 
church, but was flain by the rebels before be rebuilt it. It was 
carried on by Courtney, and finifhed by archbifhop Arun- 
del in 1 410. St. Dunftan's fteeple, fo named from a large 
bell that hung in it, is at the fouth weft corner of the church, 
and was built by archbifhop Chiche ley about the year 1420. 
The oppofite fpire ileeple, Called Arundel fteeple alfo, from its 
bells, is as old as the nave of the church. The ftcepid 
built by Lanfranc was rebuilt as it now appears by prior 
GoLDSTON, and archbiftiop Warham, about the year 1500. 
St. Andrew^s and Anfelm's towers, at the eaft end of th«t 
<ihurch, are the moft ancient parts of this moft venerable 
building. 

There are many ancient monuments in this, church, fome in 
very good condition j among which are thofe of Henry IV; 
and his queen, A. D. 141 3 1 and Edward the black prince. 
There was alfo a famous monaftery belonging to this cathedral^ 
containing, it is faid, one hundred and fifty benedi6Unesi 
the cloyfters and chapter houfe belonging to it, are on 
the north fide of the church, and' are of the fame age as 
the body of it. In this chapter room. A, D. 11 71, king 
Henry II. cither through piety or policy fuffered the au* 
dacious monks to vent their infolence on his royal back with 
a fcourge. This monaftery was difTolved in 1539; and there 
are now belonging to this cathedral, a dean, archdeacon, twelve 
prebendaries, fix preachers, fix minor canons, twelve lay 
clerks, ten choiriftcrs, two matters, hfty fcholars, and twelve 
alms-men. In the windows of this fabric are fome fine 
remains of painted glafs, and underneath it the French and 
Walloon congregation have a church. 
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The ruins of St. Auguftinc's monallery, or abbey, are with- 
out Burg^tc, to the eaft of the city. The abbey was built by 
Eth ELBERT, given to Auguftine, and richly endowed by the 
donations of many kings and queens. At the weft end of the 
abbey is Eth Elbert's tower, which is thought to have been 
ufed as d belfry and fteeple, and to have been fo called from 
a large bell named from that king. It was built about the year 
1047, and is now much decayed. Near the ruins of this 
abbey, arfe thoffe bf Paricras chapel, which was an idol 
temple, and probably built by the Romansj or Toon after 
their time, from the Roman bricks ftill to be fcen. Au- 
gustine confecrated it for chriftian worihip. This abbey 
and chapel, with its prccindls, occupied si large compafs of 
ground, which is furrounded by a high wall, the two grand 
entrances into which are ftill remaining. To the caft of this 
monaftery is St. Martin's church, famous for its antiquity, it 
being built by the believing Romans, and rebuilt aiid ufed by 
Bertha, Ethelbert's queen, for chriftian worihip, before 
Augustine tame into England ; and was the iirft place that 
iniffionary faid mafs in, after his arrival. Bertha is faid to 
have been buried in the porch with her hufband Ethelbert. 
There are rows of Roman bricks yet to be fcen in it : It had a 
bifhop before the conqueft. 

This city viras formerly governed by the archbilhop; the 
king had a praefe6l, who pofTeffed bat very little authority . 
It is now governed by a mayor, recorder, a iheriff, twelve al- 
diermen, and twenty ^four common- council m:cn. A court is 
held every Monday in the guildhall, for civil and criminal 
caufcs, and elvery other Thurfday for the government of the 
city. Here is a market on Wednefdays and Saturdays, and' 4 
fair for toys on the 29th of September. 

About half a mile to the left, from the north gate of Canter- 
bury, is St. Stephen's church, or Hackington, near which is 
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the feat of Sir Edward Hales, bart. At this place arcfi- 
Bifliop Baldwin attempted to build -a college, but was de- 
feated in his dcfign by the monks of Chrilt church *. Fordr 
wich is a member of the town and port of Sbndwich, and 
fituated neat the StourJ Tt is incorporated by the name 
of the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the town of Ford*- 
wich, and* enjoys the fame privileges as the^ cinque ports : 
this town is famous fbr excellent trouts. Sturry is two miles 
from Canterbury, and. contains a neat churqh. Near fix 
miles from Canterbury is: tJpftreet; from whence you de- 
icend on Sarre Wall, caft' up on tKe marlhes, which have 
been formerly overflowed* by the Wantfum, the ftream, that 
feparated the ifle of Thanet from the main j this ftream was 
formerly three furlongs Broad, but at prefent is coritraCled to. a 
linall ditch. Three; miles on the left is Reculver, the an- 
cient Regulbium-of the Romans, fituated on a rifing ground, 
on the weft fide'of the. Yenkde. or north mouth, and clofe by 
thefeafliore; SEVERus,e'mperorof Rome, is faid to have' built 
a caftlc here, like that of Richborough. Great quantities both 
of Roman and Saxon curipfities have been found here. Re- 
culver was a royal town; Ethelbert, king, of Kent, had a 
palace, and refided here,, as did many of his fucceffors. Erx. 
cGfMB«RT, king of Kent, granted/land to BASsj^,.^anEnglini 
Saxon lord, to build a monaftery here, about the year 650. 
The prefent church is very ancient, and had in it a fumptuous 
choir. The large weft door was very noble in its primitive 
ftatc ; over it are two lofty- fpires, known by the name of the 
twofifters, which are of great fervice to marines. 

The. ifle of Thanet is celebrated for being tfie door through 
which arts^ (biencei and divine knowledge entered into this 
kappy iflandv The andent Britons called it Richborough: ifl«» 



* See f. 117-. 

firom 
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from its vicinity to the city of that name. The Saxons dcoo- 
minated it Thanet, from a word in their language that lignifies 
fire; conjefturcd to have been fo named from the many beacons 
credled in it, to give warning againft the common enemy. It 
is about nine miles long, and eight broad, and in general 
very fertile. The 'final 1 village cf Sarrc is the firft place a 
traveller comes to in this ifland : This was formerly a large 
town, endowed w4th the privileges of the cinque ports, and 
it imi bekwygs to Saiidwich ; the paiTage into the ifland is at 
this place, over a narrow ftrcam. To the ieft of the road, 
and fix miles from Margate, is the church of St. Nicholas, 
which is a handfome building, but there are no monuments 
in it prior to the year 1 500. About the fame diftance from 
Margate, to the right of the road, is the fmall town of Monkton 
•r Monktowa, (6 called from its being the property of the 
monks, who ufually refided in this place. There arc col- 
legiate ftalls in the church, and the heads Of feveral priors 
in the remains -of painted glafs in the windows. The 
church has been larger than it now is. Here are no mo- 
numents tpHor to A. D. 1554. Bifchington is a member of 
the town and port of Dover. Thechupch is a neat buildings 
and contains feveral ancient and modern ononuments of the 
Queke and Crifpe families, wiio refided at the andent manfion 
in this parifh, called Quekes or Que^. At this houfe kin^; 
William III. ufed to refid^, until the winds favored his em- 
barking for Holland. A room,^aid to have been (ihe bedchamber 
of this royal cgueil, is Hill ihcwn, together with an adjacent en- 
clofure in which his guards encamped. On the right lumd, 
near the marihes, about four miles from Margate, is the an- 
cient but fmall ^own of Minfler. Domneva, <iaughter of 
Ercombert, king <p|f Kent, built «nd founded an abbey at 
this plac^, about the y*ar 670, and fumifhed it with veiled vir- 
gins to the number of fev«ity ; herfelf becoming the firft 
abbefs: Mildred, her daughter, fucceeded her; and fo 
(ar excelled her mother in piety, that fhe was canonized a 

5 8 2 
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faint, and the nunnieiy ever after was called by kcr name 
It was dcftroyed by the Panes about the year 990. Minjftcr 
church, which is the moll ancient in the ifland, is a handfomc 
ftrufturc, confiiling of three iiles : It has eighteen collegiate 
Halls in the choir. On the floor, and in the church porch, are 
fcvcral large flat grave-Hones which are very ancient. In the 
lail century a pot of Roman fliver coin$ was plougb'd up near 
Minfterj the coins were chiefly of Lucius Aurelius Ve- 
il us. Between Minltcr and Margate is Clevp-court, an elegant 
building belonging to I. Farrer, cfq. Beyond Minfter 
alfo arc thofe downs fo celebrated by Mr. Lewis, for afford- 
ing very cxtenfivc and delightful profpcds ; Canterbury ca- 
thcjdral, the iflc of Shcpcy, the Eflex fhorc, Dover cliffs, and 
the town of Sandwich, may be each diilindlly difcerned from 
ihis pleafant fpot. From thefe downs (as the monks inform 
us) ftarted Domneva's deer, which ran in an irregular courfe, 
quite acrofs the ifland, in the ancient maps of which this 
trad is marked. King Egbert gave Domneva fo much 
ground as the deer would run over at one courfe; which cut 
off the eafl: end of the ifland, where flic built her nunnery. 
This tra6t, from the name of her daughter, was called 
St. Mildred's Lynch, and was a bank of earth thrown up 
defcribing the ancibnt bounds of the two great manors of Monk- 
ton and Minfler : and is yet viflble in fome places. 

You next pafs by the poor remains of the chapel of Wood, 
about a mile from Margate. It is a limb of the town and port 
of Dover, and is fuppofed to take its name from its ancient 
fylvan fltuation. Between the Cliff and Wood chapel is Dan- 
delion, the feat of the v^ry ancient family of Dent de Lyon, 
which may be traced from Ed. I. through many generations ; 
fome of this family lie m Margate ohurch. This hoafe has 
been very ftrong, and a good defence againft bows and amows, 
us appears from its y^ncrable icmains, wJiich are a gate- 

kouk. 
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ioufcj built wUh bricks ^d fliprs, in feparate layers ; over 
the gate are the arms of Uiat japeient family. Near t^ 
place, in the ye^r j 7^4, were foupd, in digging a way to th^ 
fea, about two feet under the furface, twenty feven inilru- 
ments made of bell metal, of various lengths and breadths, 
ibme about feven inches long, and two broad, with a hollow at 
one end for a woodpn haft ; they are fuppofed to have been 
chizzelsufed by the Roman foldiers. Mr. Lewis has given 
an accurate drawing of them. 

Margate is fituatedon the north fide of the ifle of Thanet, 
within afmall bay, in a breach of the cliiF, where is agate ta 
the fea, from whence it has its name, it is feventy-two miks 
from London, and about fixteen from Canterbury. In fummer 
it is a pleafant and agreeable fituation. Its principal ilreet 
runs north and fouth near a mile in length, and terminates at 
the pier, with a gentle defcent, by which means the ftreets are 
always neat and clean. But what has given Margate fo great 
an eclat in the beau monde, is its conveniency for bathing; 
the fhore being level and of a fine fand, is extremely well 
adapted to this purpofe. On the wharf are feveral bathing 
rooms, where the company refort to drink the water, and 
from whence they enter into the machines, which are after- 
wards drove out two or three hundred yards into the fea, 
pnder the condu<5l of careful guides* There is a door in the 
machine, which being opened, they defcend into the water, 
by means of a ladder; an umbrella of canvas is let down which 
conceals them from public view *. 

Since Margate has been lb much frequented by the nobi- 
Jity and gentry, many confiderable additions and improve- 
ments have been made to the town. A large new fq^uare has 

♦ Benjamin Beale^ a quakcr, was the InYcntor of ihcfc curious and 
tafefal xnadbiACs. 

been 
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jbcen lately creftcd, confifting of very convenient hoofes for 
the accommodation of the nobility and gentry who reforc to 
this place; the fquare is paved after the fame manner 
as the ftreets in London: In the fquare is a noble 
and commodious aflembly room, finilhed with great eie- 
gance and talte ; being elghty-feven feet in length, and for- 
Cy-three in breadth, is fuppofed to "be the largeft in Eng- 
land, and commands a delightful profpedl of the fea. Ad- 
joining to this are very convenient apartments for cards and 
tea: on the lower iloor is .a billiard table, and a large room 
for public entertainments, wit'h a piazza .which extends tlie 
whole length of the building : in the upper floor are ranges 
of bedchambers. The ;pumber of fubfcribers to thefc 
rooms have amounted to near a thoufand in a feafop. The 
amufements are conduced with ^reat regularity by Mr- 
Walker matter of the ceremonies, who has the happinefs 
to give general fatisfaftion. In thp fquare is an elegant ta,- 
vern, now kept by Ritmsey, which communicates with the 
room for public entertainment 5 a coffee-room, and Silver's 
circulating library^and toy Ihop, are lituated in the fame place. 

Besides the tavern in this fqupe, t^i^re is another called 
the New Inn, iituated on the parade; where are two hot 
fiit-water baths, which are faid to have a very falutary cffedL 
Mr. Hall has alfo a circulating library in (Jietown, and cx- 
dufive of thofe in the New fquare there are numbers of gentee^ 
lodging rooms and convenient houfes, which have been fitted 
up for the reception of company. There are a play-houfe and 
boarding fchool. Near the middie of the town Mr, Tro.wajid 
has erefted a fine range of ftables with inclofcd coach-houfes, for 
the accommodation of gentlemen's horfes ai>d carriages. Pix).- 
fions arc vtry plenty, and great quantities of filh arc daily 

caugljt. 
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caught. In fhort,.hcrc is every requiflte to render, this j^ce 
a genteel and^ delightful fummer reiidence. 

By an order from the General Poft-Office, the poft goes t» 
Margate everyday during the feafon, without any additional 
expence to the company. Two Machines fet out for Can- 
ttsrbury ev^ry morning to meet the coaches from London, 
and return to Margate the fame evening. 

The Hoys fail from Wool- key near the Cuffom-houfc, 
London^ on Wednefdays or Thurfdays, and with a well 
north -we ft wind, fail to Margate in twelve hours ; but 
when it is unfavorable, may be three days in their palTagc 
They go from Margate on Fridays or Saturdays ; the fare, is 
half a crown. They bring great quantities of goods from 
London, for the town and country. As a proof of the fafety of 
this pallagej there has not beea a hoy loft for upwards of one 
Eundied and forty years, 

Here is a pier, of wood carried. out to the eaftward in a cir- 
cular form, for the fecurity of the Ihipping. This pier is built 
where nature, by a cove in the cliff, feemed to dircft, and ii 
very ancient : in the reignof Henry VIIL it was much de- 
cayed, but in Elizabeth's reign certain rates on corn, &c» 
landed or fhippcd here, were impofed for the repairs o£ it : 
notwithftanding this it was kept but in an: indifferent ftate ; 
for in 1662 it was in ruins, and continued in a very imper* 
feft condition till a complaint was made to parliament in 
the year 1724* in confequcnce of which an aft was granted^ 
which impowered the inhabitants to. coHeft certain duties on 
all fhips trading to or from the pier. Wardens were alfo inr 
vefted with proper authority to receive and expend the 
money. But however well it may be repaired, it cannot be 
frequented by fhips of burden, as there is no place to keep 
them afioat 9X low watex. 

Tau 
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Trtty town is a limb of the port of Dover, the mayor 
being reprefentcd hfire by a deputy. Its church is dedicated 
to St. John the Baptift, which was the ancient name of the 
parifli. It was formerly a chapel to Minfter church, and 
ilippofed to have been built about the year 1050, and made 
parochial fince the year 1290. It contains feveral ancient 
ittonuments. 

At a fmall diftance from Margate is a breach in the cliff 
fbrmerly called Bartholomew's gate, but now king's gate. It 
appears from an infcription over the portal, that Charles II. 
\^ith his brother James duke of York, landed here on the 30th 
of Jane 16^3, and ordered it from that time to be called King's 
gate. Near this place is a feat built by lord Holland in 
imitation of an Italian villa, with a noble portico fronting the 
fea. It contains feveral elegant apartments, with a variety of 
marble columns, bufts, vafes &c, broaght from Italy. His lord- 
Ihip has alfo ereded with chalk Hones feveral buildings refem- 
bling Gothic towers, convents, &c. in ruins, and planted ivy 
rdUnd them to increafe the deception. Near this feat arc 
HackendoWn banks, or the field of battle axes, being the place 
"where a fleree battle was fought in the year 854, between the 
Danes and Anglo Saxons, which cortflid was fo' near the cliff, 
that many fell into the fea ; and fome hillorians fay, that botli 
commanders were flain, and the vidory doubtful. Here arc 
two barrows or hills of earth, thought to have been the tombs 
of certain great officers killed in that battle. Thefe barrows 
were lately opened, and found to contain bodies bent toge- 
ther and thruft into graves dugout of the chalk, a little below 
the furface, but not above three feet long. Several earthen 
11ms, containing about two or three quarts, were alio found, 
in which were afties and charcoal, but they would not bear 
the air. Lord Holland has ereded a monument, with an 
infcription in ttfe ftylc of antiquity, to perpetuate this adion. 

About 
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Abo^t lialf a mile 4q the fouth of King^s gate, is tht 
l<Iorth Foreland lighthoufe, for^he dire^on of fhips by night, 
to fecure them from the Goodwin Sands, and this head land. 
Jt was formerly built of wood, but being burnt down, the 
pFefeat ilrong flint octagon was ere6led about the i>eginning 
of this century; at its top is an iron grate, on which a large 
•coal fire blazes aH night : for the fupport of this light, the 
ovswier of -every ihip belonging to Great Britain, that fails by 
this Foreland, pays jtwo-penoc per ton^^and every foreigner 
•four-peac^ 

Not far from Margate, at a place called Drapers, is am 
Kofpital founded by Michael Yoakley of St. John's pa- 
rilh. It was built in 1 709, and confifts of ten dwellinj-hou- 
^s ; one of which is appropriated for an overfcer, and the o- 
ther nine for poor men and women of the adjoining parilhes. 
They are allowed coals, and enjoy a weekly ttipend. This 
infUtution being entirely calculated for the relief of indigence, 
not for the encouragcnvcnt of idlenefs 5 the founder in his will 
has fpecified the qualifications of fuch as are to%e admitted ; 
they mud be Indu^rious, of a meek, humble, and quiet fpi- 
rit. The paupers are chiefly quafcers. About a mile and ti 
half from Margate, are the manors of Oane, and Sahnanfton, 
where are the remains of two ^chapels. Tike former manor 
iDelonged to Sir Henky Sandwich, who>hdd4t of the abbot 
of St. Augufline, and had a licence from ihim to -Isnild m^cha- 
pel for the u& of his own family. It was erede4 at>out the 
year 1230: ruins of it may be flill ieen in an open field 
near the public joad . It was formerly reforted to by the inha* 
hitznts of Fleet and Vincent, as wjeH as -by the torji of tlie man^ 
or and his family ; and it may be concluded, diat there were 
anciently more tenements in this part of tiie country : this 
opinion is farther confirmed by the siamt)er of wells which 
have been found here. The other manor which is at Sal- 
^nanftpn Grange, and near the form^r^ belonged to the m9- 
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naftcry of St. Auguftinc, When the monks held this eft9te,thpy 
ploughed the laod with the affiftance of lay-brethren, and ufed 
the manfion houfe as a cqantry retirement: here they built a cha- 
pel and infirmary, the ruins of which arc ftlU vifible. Nafh court 
is a large and ancient houfe. Mr. Lewis faw a date on a 
fand-ftone in the wall, which was 1108. In the window of 
the hall were painted a mitre and palloral flaif, with the 
arms of the monaftery of Chrifl church, Canterbury. This 
feat was formerly held of the archbifhop of Canterbury, and 
was the property of the Godwin tons, of Beakfborne. It is 
now in the poiTeilion of Mr. Brown. 

Procieding towards Ramfgate you pafs through the vil* 
lagc of St. Peter, which is about two miles from Margate. 
This pleafant village is a member of the cinque port of 
Dover, (the mayor of which appoints a deputy here), and is 
fubjefl to its civil jurifdiflion. The church is elegant ; it is 
built of flint, and being placed on an eminence^ is a fea mark. 
It wi^s formerly a chapel belonging to Minfler. About a 
mile to the eaftward of St. Peter's, and within that pariih, is 
Bradilow, or Broadftairs, iituated within a bay of the Cliff. 
Here were formerly ibx>ng gates and a port cullis, walled on 
each fide with flints, in order to prevent the inroads of priva- 
teers ; for as the eaflern parts of the ifle of Thanet are only 
acceflible at thefe narrow paflagei called Stairs, they were ge- 
nerally defended in this manner : thefe gates were ereded a- 
bout the year 1 560, the remains of the portal and walls are ftill 
.to be feen. At « little diftance from this gateway is a pier built 
of timber for the fecurity of the fifhery : this pier has been 
frequently injured'by ftorn[is,and as the revenue for it»fupport 
and preferyation is btit fmall, the inhabitants of Broadftairs 
have b^en fometimes obliged to folicit the fubfcriptions of the 
public, which, in confideration of its commercial utility, have 
been liberally promoted. Near the gates are the ruins of a 
xhapellia which was an image called our Ijady of Sroadfburs; 

who 
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who was riot only reverenced on thfc land but on tlie water : 
the failors, by iowiring the tbp-foils of their fliips, falutcd her 
as they palTed by: 

At the diftarice of about three leagues from the ClifF, arc 
the Goodwin Sands, which extend in length from north to 
fouth about ten miles; and in breadth are almoft two miles, 
forming a bank, which, in fome meafure, fecures the downs, 
but is in general very deftrudlive to navigation; fhip- 
Wrecks being frequent here and on the coaft. * Though the 
inhabitants of the adjacent port towns have beenjuftly cenfu- 
red for plundering the diltrefled { yet it muft be acknowledged 
that the crime is not a little extenuated, by their ^nteiprizing 
attempts to fave the lives of the unfortunate mariijers, at a crifis, 
when they evidently hazard their own. We cannot fpcak 
with any certainty concerning the origin of thefc fands, it 
has been conje6lured that they were inhabited iflands within 
thefe twelve hundred years, and part of earl Goodwin's eilate, 
but were fw alio wed up by an earthquake, or Overflowed by 
an inundation : but if either of thefe catafbophes had hap- 
pened in the period abovementioned, it would certainly have 
been defcribed in lefs ambiguous terms. Neither is it credibly 
that there fhould have been fuch iflands, for no mention is made 
of them by hillorians, in ancient * records, or in the annals of 
St. Augulline and Chrift churchy Canterbury; which, without 
doubt, would have enjoyed fome part of them, if they had 
been more than imaginary, and as fertile as reprefented f-. 

T t 2 T it 

* In doomfday-book there is particular mention made of the iflancls in 
Kent, Thanet, Shepey, Sec but it -is quite Silent wish refpo^t tt^hf Godbm 
WIN illand. 

'f Mr. SoMNER is of opinion that the appearance of thefe fands zs m 
CYCnt much later than the time of earl Goodwin. He thinks that 
they were occalioned by a violent inundation Jn great part of Flan<ldtt 
and the low countries, where confiderable trafts of land were laid uniie^^ 
WKter, which caufed a recdfi of the^fea oa xhU coaft^ and the emergency of 

thtfe 



It ^cms to be the general opinion, that the Goodwin- SamJs^ 
are more foft and porous, than- thofe along the neighboring- 
coaft, in confequencr of which fo many (hips are almoft in— 
ftantaneoufly loft. But this is a- miikken notion, for thefe 
(knds- are always hard, and are as tenacious as any other. 
^p9 art indeed ibon fwallowed up at high water, if they hoU 
together, by rcafon of their viofent agitation. Allheavy bodica 
veiling on fand, when put into motion, will work gradually 
downward, and their defccnt will he in proportion to the de- 
grec of motion^ 

KATwsaATE is fituatcdih a cove of the chalty CfifF. R 
was anciently an obfcurc village, built for the conveniency of 
the iifhery, but has of late years been much improved and' 
enlarged; owing to- a' fliccefsful trade which the inhabitants, 
ftncetheyear 1688, have been concerned in, to Ruffia, and 
die caft country. The town is built in the form of a crofs, 
and Ras in it many elegant and commodious houfes. King^ 
Henry VII. by letters patent united Ramfgateto Sandwich 
within whofe jurifdiftion it ftill continues. The mayor of 
Sandwich appoints a- deputy for this town, the inhabitants of 
which pay a proportion* of the land tax levied on the town to 
which it is fubjcft; The parifli churcH is at a place called 
St. Lawrence, about a mile from Ramfgate, and (lands 
■ upon a hill, it is a handfome building with a lofty and fquare 
tower in the middle of it. Formerly it war a chapel depend- 
ingon Miniler, but in 1275, the archbilhop of Canterbury 
confccrated the church-yard; and' made the church parochiaL 

theft ftn^r but this notion feema very improbable, becaufc if the water 
^ liaa cwertd them to fueh a depth, as is fuppofcd by this by pothcfis, it wouW 
liave drowned *U the level, together with the town of Sandwich. Before 
A» inundation^ it i* fuppofcd, by fomc authors, that thefe fands were 
Wered by the water to fuch a depth as to admit of ihips faUing faftly ovcft 
<Agm It all times.- j^ 
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In the 2 2d of George II. an a6! of parliament was ofe- 
tained^ for making a new harbor at Ramfgatc. It was begun 
in the year 1750, but on accoant of many interruptions, is 
ftill incom pleat : it confills of two piers. The caftcrn one Is 
conftrufted emircly of ftone, and is about eight hundred feet 
long, forty-five feet broad at the bafe, and thirty-four at the 
top, on one fide of which is a parapet wall. The other pier 
is a continuance of the old one, which is built of wood, and 
16 in length about hve hundred feet. The additional work 
is of Hone, and iinifhed in the lame manner as the new pier. 
-An entrance of two hundred feet is to be left between the 
two piers, in ocder to form a bafon for the fecurity of fhip* 
ing. But notwithftanding the expencc with which this work 
has been attended, there neither k* nor poilibly can be, any 
back water to fcour the harbor, and prevent the accumula- 
tion of fand and mud, whieh iiU it very fa{(, and in a few 
years will probably form a bar, fb as abfolutely to render the 
whole ufelefs. Or fuppoling that no Aich bar fhould be fornix 
cd, it muH Itill be of little advanuge to commerce, as no 
ihips can run in till half flood, and even then, they will be 
ilry fix hours every tide. ^ 

C L I p F- E N D is about two miles f romRamfgatc; from whence, 
turning fouthward, and proceeding towards Sandwich, yoir 
ibon arrive at that celebrated place of antiquity called Wip- 
pcdsflet, but now Ebbsfleet. It is a little creek or bay, about 
three miles from Sandwich, and little more than a mile fron* 
Richborough caflle. There feems formerly to have been a 
commodious haven at this place, as we find it famous for the 
landing of the Saxons under Henoist, and the miffionarics 
who attended Augustiub. Without this fuppofition, it is 
difiicult to aflign a reafon for their not difembarking at Sand- 
wich, which was a celebrated port on this ftiore, long before 
ihe arrival of thcfc pcrfons. This haven might probably have 
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ran Jis far as the town of Stonar, and was called the haveii of 
Stonar, for fuch an inlet is mentioned by ancient writers. On! 
the right are the venerable remains of Richborough caftle^ 
about two miles from Sandwich, and one from the fea 
fliore : they are feparated from the Iflc of Thanet by the ri- 
ver Stour, which runs clofc by them. This place was un- 
doubtedly the Rhutupiae of (he ancient Romans, and was a 
city of fome importailce while they held this iflind. I cannot 
think, however, that the Portus Rhutupenlis of the Romans 
Ihould be confined to this place, but rather believe, with 
Dr. Plot, that the whole Wantfum* frorti Reculver to 
Sandwich, which parts the Ifle of Thanet from the continent, 
was called by that name, as the whole Kentifli ihore oppolite 
to France, was called " Rhutupinum litus." The caftle of 
Richborough being fituated on an eminence clofe by the river 
Stour, or the ancient Wantfuip ; commanded that pafFage from 
Northmouth to the downs, fo that no veffel could efcape the 
fight of the garrifon in its way to London from the continent, 
unlefs it went round the foreland. It is uncertain when the 
foundation oTthis caflle was laid: it is faid to have been finiihed 
in the time of Seveblus, A. D. i8o. The area within the 
walls is four acres three quarters one perch and a third. Thtf 
walls are eleven feet thick, but are fo demolifhed that the 
original height is indeterminable : they are in fome parts 
about twenty. fix feet high. The exterior furface of the walls 
is divided into llories, each ilory comprizing feven or eight- 
couries effacing ftones^whofe figure is a parallelogram, and eadk 
finiihed with two courfes of very thin Roman bricks. The 
inner part of the wall is a promifcuous compofition of flints, 
chalk, pebbles and mortar. This fortrefs had two gates, a 
large one in the middle of the weil wall, and a fmall one in the 
north wall. Over the north gate was the figure of a woman's 
kead, cut in ftone, which Leland faw in the time of Hen- 
ry VIII. but much defaced. At a fmall diftance from it, 
arc fome remainsi which are fuppofed to have been an amphi- 
theatre. 
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theatre, built by the Romans. The city (as BsDE'calls it) feems 
to have been very populous in the time of the Romans, and 
much frequented, as it was the common port of arrival out of 
GauJ. It was alfo a place of fome diftindUon, during the 
government of the Saxons 5 and here it has been fuppofed 
EthelbertI. had a palace. From the diffolution of the 
heptarchy, we ms^ date the declenfion of this port : it being 
negleded in confequence of a change of government ; the in- 
curflons of the Danes, and a material alteration in the pafTage 
of the Wantfum, might alfo contribute to the deftroying its im- 
portance, which was coniiderably diminiihed foon after the 
Norman conqucft *. A great number of Roman coins, and 
other reliques of antiquity have been found here, particularly 
^ brafs cock, the emblem of iEscuLAPius, which was dug 
pp within the caftle. Broken walls are at prefent the only 
remains of this once celebrated fortification, which, however, 
merit the infpeftbn of the curious. 

Proceeding^ towards Sandwich, you pais by a manufafla- 
ly of fait/ elbiblilhed within thefe few years, by- the late 

♦ Mr. SoiMNZR m his freatirc of the Roman ports, ice. gives the fol- 
lowing account of a chstpel, in the center of the caftle, called Richborough 
chapeL " One Sir John Saundexs, fays he, a prebendary of Wing- 
f* ham, (then a college of fecular canons) parfbn of Dymchurch, and vi- 
*' car ef Alh, in his will dated 1509, thus mentions this chapel ; item, I 
f* bequeath to the chapel of Richborough, one portuys printed, with a 
" mafs book, which was Sir Thomas's the old prieft ; item, to the ufe of 
** the faid chapel twenty fhillingS to mlake them a new window in the 
*' body ef the church." This probably was a chapel of eafe for the ufe of 
fome of the neighboring inhabitants, but dependent on the mother church 
at Afli, and continued till the reformation, when it went to ruin. The 
^ot where it ftood is ftil! vifible, Mr. Iceland fays there was an her- 
mitage in the caftle, and that he converfed with the hermit. Not for from 
the hermitage was a cave, where men had dug for trcafure. He looke4 
into it with a candle and faw fome rabbits^ but foun4 that it was too nar- 
row fot him to enter, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Rook. You next arrive at the fpot where formerly flo- 
lilhed the town of Stonar, another melancholy inftance of the 
poet's obfervadon. 

•* He builds too low who builds beneath the fldcs.** 
Where the lofty fpirc once raifed its head, and the -dwel- 
lings of the inhabitaats were arranged, no veftiges remain . The 
place is now only to be dlftinguiibed by a heap of Hones, and 
twofoJitary habitations, Thefcite of this ancient town is raifed 
very little above the farrounding marfhes, which in fpring tides 
are often overflowed. Admitting, therefore, that the water 
had been but three feet higher than it is at prefent, it would 
have drowned the level where the town of Stonar was fituated ■; 
cfpecially if we confiderthat the Wantfum was at that time of 
fufficient breadth for large fleets to pafs through it, in their 
w:ay to London. This I obferve, to fliew the improbability 
of the opinion, which fomp refpe^abk perfons have adopted, 
that the Goodwin Sands have been difcovered by die lofs of a 
^reat depth of water on this fliore. But one objection may 
be made to this hypothefls. What can have occafioned fb great 
an alteration in the depth and breadth of the river? The 
principal caufe fcems to be this. The Wantfum was former- 
ly 9 large aslluary, and as long as the fea continued to flow at 
the north mouth on die ^aft of Reculver, it encreafed the ra- 
pidity of the ftream, and cleared the channel of thofe fands 
which were coUefted together at the ;nouth of ijt. But when 
the river was deprived of this confiderabk force of water, the 
valley through which it pafled, by the continual acceflion of 
piud and fand, was raifed on each fide above the .height of 
the tides ; by which means the Wantfum was contradled 
within narrower limits : and as the water left the land, the 
lords of the manors embanked it ; a prafticc which con- 
tributed fliil more to leflcn the ftream. At prefent the 
Stour .feems to be reduced to an invariable breadth and 
• dep^, which, without fon^e extraordinary event, may long 

poptinue 
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l^ontinue fo, as they arc proportionate to the quantity of wa- 
ter it receives, and the rapidity of the current. 

The town of Stonar was fitaated oppofite to Sandwich, and 
probably reached to the fhore of the Wantfum on that fidel 
The church ftood on a fmall eminence about half a mile froni 
the river, i, few rods to the eail of the great road; but there are 
no vifible remains of it at prefent* Stonar feems to have been 
populous in the time of Will I AM n. A court being held there 
by thejullices; at this court it was agreed between the men 
of Lundeh (or Sandwich) and the men of Stonar, that the ab- 
bot's privileges fhould extend from the fhore to the middle of 
the water, or Wantfunl. This charter was confirmed by 
Henry t. arid king Stephen. Various were the difputes 
between the abbot of St. Auguftine arid the men of Stonar, 
becaufe the latter would not fubmit to the authority of the for- 
mer, do fervice in his court, or acknowledge that their tene- 
ments belonged to the barony of St. Auguftine. In 1368 the 
mayor of Sandwich, and certain men of the town of Stonar, 
were fued for a trefpafs, by Robeut ©e^ Stoke, fheriff of 
Kent. But they refufed to anfwer in his court, alkdging, that 
as they enjoyed ill common the privileges of the Cinque ports, 
they would plead only in the court of Shipway : on which 
fefufal, they were committed to prifon ; and it was adjudged, 
that the town of Stonar belonged to the abbot. They were re- 
Icafed, on paying him a fine. 

Notwithstanding this defeat^ it appears that the Stonar 
men accomplifhed their dcfign foon afterwards, and were made 
members of the Cinque port of Sandwichi Indeed fevcral au- 
thors afTert that Stonar belonged to this port from the time 
of Edward the confefforj but this canriotbe reconciled with 
the foregoing legal proccfe. It feems evident, however, thar^ 
U tt long 
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long before the year 1 368, the mayor of Sandwich excrcifei 
eertain juridical powers in this town ;and aifo the office of judge 
of the crown, commonly called coroner. It was ufual with 
the mayor of Sandwich, foon after he was eleded, to caufe the 
common town horn to be blown at certain places in the town 
of Stonar, and fummon the inhabitants to aEemble at a time 
And place appointed ; at which affembly the mayor chofe. a fit 
perfoti to a£k as his deputy in that town, who was in all things 
to perform the office of mayoralty, except in giving judgment, 
which was to be done by the mayor himfclf, within the liber- 
ties of the town of Stonar. 

In the year 1 3^5 the town received a fatal blow, from 
which it never recovered. It was firft plundered and after- 
wards burlit by the French. Such was the effciSt of this con- 
flagration, that when it was vifited by archbifhop Parker, in 
1569, there were neither houfes nor communicants* Mr, 
Lewis fays, that in the archbifhop*s a6ls of vilitation for that 
year, there is this entry : 

'' Stonard re^oria ex patronatu Menrici Crifpe militis, 
*« Redloria vacat per mortem ultimi redloris ibidem, 
f^ Sunt in di^ parochia domicila, ) t^ n: » 
" Communicantes 3 

This may be called an epitaph on the departed town j to which 
may be added what Dr. Plot has left in manufcript about the 
year 1693, whichis quoted by Mr. Harris. " The ruins of 
** the town of Stonar did remain till within the memory of 
•* man, and took up many acres of ground, but were lately re- 
«« moved to render the ground fit for tillage ; and fo much 
** of tbem as could not be put to another ufe, compofed that 
^* bank which remains between the two iioufes, whereof that 
fl houfcxxcxtlbc creek borders upon the ©Id town J the other, 

" which 
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** which is more remote, being of a later ere^on, but bodi 
« called Sconar." 

Sandwich is near a mile and a half from the fest, eight milea 
from Margate, twelve from Canterbury, ten from Dover, and 
hve from Deal. The walls of the town, which were made 
by the thrawing up the earth, are nearly in the form of 
a parallelogram, and are about five furlongs in length from 
call to wcit, and two and a half from north to fouth ; at the 
fcot of which is a w^t ditch of confiderable breadth. They 
command a plegfant and cxtenfive view of the adjacent coun- 
try. In thcfe walls are fever al femicircular projeftions which 
overlook the ditches, there were alfo fome pieces of ordnancCg^ 
which being quite unferviceable, have been lately removed. 
The river and quays are on the north fide of the town. 
There are feveral gates bdongbg to it, fome of whieh are in a 
ruinous condition. On the eaft fide is Sandown gate, through 
which is the road to Deal: on the fo^itb fid^ Is Newgate, which 
leads to Dover ; and Wooflnefbprou^h ^afe in the road to that 
once famous village : on the wefl fide Js Canterbury gate, 
through which lies the road to that city : on the north fide is 
Davis or David's gate, at one end of which is a watch 
tower, calkd the Barbican, and at the other the ,cuftom houfc. 
It is direfliy oppofite the new bridge, over which is the avenuje 
into the ifle of Thanet : a little below this is Pifhcr*^ gat^, 
which faces that part of the river where was forpiprjy jm ferry, 
which before the ere^ion of the bridge, w^s tjip p^iyp^ifrage 
into the ifiand. There was likew^fe a gat? f^Ue^ Qregory 
Ive's gate, at the bottom of Love- lane ^ and Pillory gate, ad- 
joining to the Dolphin-Key ; but thcfe ^^r^ demoliibed ♦. On 
the north eail angle of th^ walls was an ancient tower called 



* In a very ancient charter, mention is made of Haatcr's gatCj but it 
^ms difficult Co afcertain the place where it ftood. 
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tibe Bulwark. It was about twenty feet high, thirty feet long, 
and twenty feet broad, embattled on the top. It commanded 
the harbor, and was formerly ufed as a look out houfe, but being 
much decayed was a few years fince taken down. It appears 
from the remains of fortifications about this towji, that it* was 
anciently a place of great llrengthj and, before the ufe of cannon, 
was capable of enduring a vigorous fiegc. Sandwich has been 
cfteemed the moll famous of all the ports in England ; and is 
thought, by many refpedlable authors, to have been the landing 
place generally ufed by the Romans, and inhabitants of the 
ancient jcity Rhutupi^e. But it is probable that both Sandwich 
and Richborough were underftood by that appellation ; Sand- 
wich having been the port for landing and embarking, and 
Richborough the garrifon for the troops. Near the mills a^ 
Afh is a Roman burying ground ; from which it feems reafon- 
able to coxiclude, that the Roman road from Canterbury ran 
by this place, and proceeded from thence by Brook-ftreet to 
Richborough caftlc. 

No proof is to be drawn againft the antiquity of this town 
from the aiTertion of Mr. Somner, that its prefent name does 
npt occur in any writing till the year 979. About thirty years 
after this period, the writer of the life of queen Emma, who 
is fuppofed to have lived in the time of Canute, calls Sand- 
wich the moft famous of all the ports of England, from which 
it is evident, that it is much more ancient than he name it now 
bears. 

Th e Saxons, who fucceedcd the Romans, having erefted a 
kingdom in this county, added conflderably to the importance 
of this town. It feems not only to have been the landing 
place from the continent, but the port where all fhips generally 

ftopp<d 
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popped in their way from thence to London. About this 
time it was called Lundcnvic, a name which it probably de- 
rived from the circumftance above-mentioned, and which it 
held during the continuance of the hepurchy *. The hep- 
tarchy being diflblved by Egbert about the year 830, this 
town fufFered considerably in its trade ; for the court removing 
from Canterbury to London, commerce was of confequence 
conduced through other channels. Jut, notwithilanding this 
decreafe of its trade, it Hill continued to be a port of fome 
importance. Here the whole naval force of the kingdom did 
frequently rendezvous in the time of the Saxon and Danifli 
kings of England. About tlie year 688, Mildred, abbefsof 
Minfter and Thanet, obtained from the king of Kent the 
cuftoms levied on all ihips in this port. Her mother Dom- 
WEVA, who built the abbey of Minfter, founded a nunnery in 
this town, n?ar St. Mary's church, j^bout the year 640 f. 

In 

* In confirmatioa of this .(opinion, Mr. Somneh quotes part of a law 
made by Lothair and Eaduic, kings of Kent, refpcfting the com- 
merce of this place. " If any Kentiih man fhall buy any thing in Lun- 
** dcn-vic, let him take unto him two or three honeft men, or the king** 
** portrieve to witnefs, Sec." The port called Lunden-vic, in this mandate, 
was undoubtedly the fame which is now called Sandwich. 

•f- In the general furvey of England, made by order of the Conqueror;, 
Sandwich is thus dcfcribed in Doomfday hook. ** Sandwich is a manor of 
<* the holy Trinity (Chrift church) and is to fupply the monks with appa- 
•* rel. It is both an hundred in itfelf, and renders the king fervicc at 
'* fea, as does Dover ; while the king held it the men of the town rendered 
f * to him, for their cuftoms, fifteen pounds (equal to two hundred and 
f * twenty-five pounds at prcfcnt). But when the archbifbops and monks 
*' obtained it, they rendered forty pounds and forty thoufand herrings. In 
•* the laft year it rendered fifty pounds and herrings as before, and this 
** year it ihould render feventy pounds, and herrings as before. In the 
'* time of Edward the confeiTor, there were three hundred and fevea^ 
f ' dwelling houfes in it, but now there are feventy-fix more, in all 
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tn the year 1216, the barons having invited the Trench, td 
•ffift ihem againft king John, Lewis, Dauphin of France, 
let Tail for England with a fleet of near fcven hundred vellels. 
They arrived at Stonar on the 21ft of May, where meeting 
with no refinance they failed into the port of Sandwich, which 
they plundered and burnt. King Edward I. commiferating 
this ancient port, which began to decline in confequence of 
the above mentioned calaniity, removed the woolftaple 
froni Queen borough, and ^eftablinicd it at Sandwich, 1280: 
he alia granted a new charter to Sandwich, and endowed it 
with many privileges. During the contention betwixt the 
iioa(es of York and Lancafter, Charles VII. of France 
equipped two fleets to annoy the Englifh coaft ; one of them, 
under Sir Petir Bressy came to Sandwich, landed four 
thoufand men, Augnft 28, 1457, pillaged the town, killed thj5 
mayor, and dcftroycd great numbers of the inhabirants. The 
mayor of Sandwich bears a black wand to this day, which, it 
is imagined, is in commemoration of this tragical event. 
Many of the huguenots, who fled to England from the pcrfe- 
cution of the Duke de Alva, fettled in this town : here they 
cftabliflied a manufaflure of flannels, which were formerly in 
fo great repute, as to be exported in large quantities; but the 
manafadlure is novy gone to decay. 

In Sandwich are three parifh churches, St. C!ement*s, St. 
Mary*s, and St. Peter's. There was formerly a fourth in the 
fbath well partof this town, dedicated toSt. James, butthereare 
no remains of it at prefent. The church- yard is ftill inclofed, 
and is ufed for the interment of ftrangers. St. Clement's 
cl^urch is in the eaft part of the town, and fituated upon 

*' fianclred and eJghty-three." From this record it appears tliat Sandwich 
was ihen jn a flourifhins; fVate, encreafed in population, and was much cm- 
■ t>lcryed in the herring fUhczy, 
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higher ground than the reft. It is a large and ancient ftm^hir^ 
and much refemblcs the Norman %lc of architedurc; 
particularly the tower, which is conlidcrably older than ther^jl: 
of the building. The church confiib of three illcs, which are 
very fpacious. It was not cicled till within thefe few years, and 
has lately been improved and beautified. In the chancd arc 
twenty ancient ilalls, which were ufcd by the btYttJicrhOod of 
the church of St. Clement, to whom the corpocazion ufcd. 
to allow fix ihillings and eight-pence for the maintenance of a 
pifKreffion, when the image of St. George waj yearly carried 
about the town. The church is a "vicarage in tjbc patncmage 
of the archdeacon of Canterbury, and rated in the Icing^s boot* 
thirteen pounds iixtccn ihillings and tea -pence half penny ;ccr- 
tilled value, feventy-feven pounds ten Ihiliings and four- 
pence. 

St. Peter's church Is fituated in the middJe of the town. 
Jt formerly confilted of three ifles, but only two ^re remain- 
ing at prefent. In 1661 the ilecpie icli, and hesidown ^^h.h 
it the fouth ifle, and a fmali part of the body of die chnicfe*. 
Some of the outer wall is ilill fianding, where arc 10 be ietn 
the remains of the handfomc monument of Sir Joh»i Grove, 
of Grove place, in the paiifh of Siaple. He built the ibisdi 
ifle, which is now demoiifiied, at his own expcnce, aboat aisc . 
time of king Hx n & v VL The church is a reBory f, and the 

* It is thus recorded ia t!ic pMi(k rf^lAer. ^ The i jtb of OBiArtg 

** 166 1, St- Pttcr'^ church fell dova, TiiBt 4ay the iaant year was a tiuiw 
** bath-iday, there T)rerc two fermons preached there that div, aswil ir l^il 
** down within tfbcor lev en hours 3&tt the people were gpoe feomc, ^tro- 
^* icntly after ^ac ^ua.r&er of Jia hour paft ^lereu o'clock at uigrfaa^" 

^ In the time of CrtARLF.s I. ihc corporation's right of pidb&taiioft 

was <|xieftioned by theicroum; buton examining the cix&oaial aAd «xtii<fr Sbo* 
<:lent records of the corporation, the iocU keeper &SLdj»ttoaxey gciusai xg&x. 
^tistied^ aad acknoja^Jedged the li^ht, 
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right of prefentation h alternately in the crown affcl corpd- 
hition of Sandwich. Its yearly value is twenty-eight pounds; 
in the king's book, eight pounds. In this church are the bo- 
dies of fevcral eihihent perfonages, and founders of chapels 
and hofpitals, of whom Thomas Ellis and Margaret his 
wife are diftinguiflied for their charitable benefaftions ; they 
founded a charity; and endowed it for the fupport of three 
prieftsy &c. 

In the year 1272, Henry Cowfield, an Almain, fofidd- 
ed a pl-iory of white friers, called Canridites. Their hotife 
was in this parifc,; the foundations of which are now difccrh- 
ible in the lands called the Friers. The gate of the priory 
opened into Motefole, arid the fide walls of the avenue lead- 
ing from thence to the houfe remain to this day. St Mar/s. 
church is at the weft end of the town, near the riv6r. It 15 at 
lofty building, has no lleeplci and confifts of one farge ifle,- 
and a fmall one on the north fide. The large ifle coritaihs a 
fpacious area, which, with its gallery,' renders this chan^ the 
moft commodious place T)f worfhip in' Sandwich. The del- 
ing is of wood, and the chancel elegant. It is a vicarage, of 
which the archdeacon of Canterbury is proprietor and patron, 
value forty pounds; in the king's books, eight pounds one fhil- 
ling afid a half-penny. The foundation of this church ap- 
pears to be very ancient, for it is faid to have beeft burnt by 
the Danes in 1069, and rebuilt by Emma, queen to Ethel- 
red II. and Canute the Great. It was afterwards deftroy- 
td by the French, in the reign of Richard II. and was re- . 
built by Sir William Leverici^, of Afh, who, with Emma 
his wife, were buried in the nortli fide of the body of the churchy 
in an arched fepulchre, in the wall. In this church, as well 
as in St. Peter's, was a chantry founded by Thomas Ellys, 
and endowed with lands for the maintenance of three prieib, 
who were to celebrate divine fcrvi«c every day, for the good. 

of 
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^f his own foul, and the fouls of his parents, his anceftors ani 
bcnefaftors. Bcfidcs thcfe chantpies, there were in this town 
two hermitages, one in the parifh of St. James, and the Other 
in Saint Mary's *. The laft hermit which belonged to the 
former parifli was one John Steward, who, on the fup^ref^ 
iion of religious houfes, was appointed to die vicarage of St» 
Mary, 

Near Canterbury gate, is a fret grammar (chool, for the 
inftruftion of the fons of the freemen. It was founded by Sir 
Roger Ma n woo o, in 1563 t» Sir Roger was a native of 
Sandwich, and 4ord chief baron of the exchequer in the reig'ii 
of queen Elizabeth. It is fiippofed to have been built oa 
the fpot where formerly Was a nunnery, which WAs dcftroyed 
hy the French when they burnt St. Mary's church. Some part 
of the materials were probably applied in building this fchool. 
Jt was endowed by Robert Trapes, and his Wife, with the 



* In 159a the hermitage of St. Mary was made the habitation •{^ 
fchool-mafter, and fo continued about eighty years, when it ftbod for 9 
fmall time untenanted. One Thomas Wraki being afterwards appoint- 
ed to teach an hofpital fchool^ which was founded by the will bf DAViii 
Turner for the education af poor children, was allowed thi» hermitage 
for his refidence. I have feen a certificate, figned, in 1672, by Barth. 
Coombs, mayor of Sandwich, the churchwardens of St. Mary's parilh^ 
and two other perfons, reprefeating, that as it was exempt. from^ parochial 
duties, it was not liable to pay hearth money, or any impoHlian of the 
like nature. This was probably in confequence of a depute between the 
pccupant and the coUe^or of the king^s tax. 

•f- The fcbeme for ereAing a free-lchool in Sandwich originated witH 
the mayor and jurats in the beginning of the year 1563, and was I>eguti 
by a voluntary fubfcription of them and the inhabitants. Queen Eliza- 
beth's charter of foundation, by the name of the free grammar School of 
Sir Roger Manwood, in Sandwich, is dated the firft of 0£loWr, in the 
fifth year of her reign, that is, in 0£tobe| 1563. The (bbicrlptibn of the 
inhabitants amounted to two hundred and tlg^'-^ght pOBOdl 4fhlrtecii j 
/hillings and fix-pence. 

2C X . privilege 
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privilege of fending two fcholars to Lincoln college, Oxford- 
The mafttr ofthe fchoot is generally the refident minifler of 
St. Maiy^s church, and is allowed a fakry of about thirty 
pounds a year. There is likewife in this town a fchool for the 
infiru^on of thirty poor boys and as many girls. It is fup- 
ported by fubfcription. The mafter and miftrefs are allowed 
twenty pounds a year each. The mafter of this charity fchool 
has alfo the care of what is called the town fchool, eftablifli- 
cd for the education of fix boys, by David Turner, who 
demiied three tenement;? for that purpofe. 

Theme are three hofpital^ belonging to Sandwich, the prin- 
cipal of which is Saint Bartholomew's, fituated about a fur- 
long without the town. It is enclofed with a ftone wall, 
in which, on the fide next the road, is a large gate. Within 
the wall is a ilone chapel, and fixteen convenient tenements 
for the a(e of the brethren and iiflers, who are generally wi« 
dows and decayed tradefmen. To each hoiife is annexed a 
fmall garden. Every member is allowed wood and ftubble for 
firing, and receives about eighteen pounds annually. Divine 
fervice is performed ia the chapeK once a year, on the fe a ft of 
St. Bartholomew, when an amiiverfary fermon is preached on 
the occafioB. The founders of this houfe were Thomas 
Cromphorn and Matilda his wife, of the ancient family 
of De Sandwich. It was eftahlifhed about the year 1 190, 
and in 1349 Edward IH. at the rcqueft of John Gybonn, 
granted t» this hofpitai the profits of a ferry into the ifTe of 
Thanet. By a patent in the (ixteenth year of Richard IL 
^^693,11 appears, that this hofpitai was appropriated for twelve 
perfons, and was endowed with one mefTuage and one hun^ 
dred and thirty-two acres of land ia the parilh, of Wodnef- 
borottgh. The profits of the ferry, were farmed at the yearly 
rent of flxty two pounds fterling, which annual fum, on the 
building of « fcrid^ over tlje river Stour, was allotted by par- 
Uaaemtobe paid to the mafter, brothers, and fifters of the 

bid 
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fdd Kojpltal, out of the monies arifing from the tolls 'of tht 
bridge. The mayor and jurats of the town of Sandwich were 
appointed its governors^ and all vacancies are filled up by the 
mayor for the time being *^ 

The other two hofpitals arc near the corn market; one of, 
which is dedicated to St. Thomas, and the othev^to'St. John 
the baptift. They are faid to have been founded by TITomas 
Ellys, in the year 1400 : but this is a miftake. The;hofpi- 
tal or houfe of St. John the baptiH, is of a more ancient' loua- 

• Either by the will of the (aunAtri, or hy anciei^t ufafti tt the in- 
cliii^ion cff a nev m&mbery which is couduf^ecl with na little tttetaonyf the. 
foUowing fens are paid at- his or her adniillion : 

1. ft. d. 

To the commoQ piofits of the hofpital, • « - 6 13 4 
To each brother aaud lifter, nine-pence^ - • . • o 12 o 
To the mayor, - - - - - - .0134 

To teach jurat, one (hilling, - * - - -oizO 
To the town clerk, * - - - - -e68 

To the common wardfrnan^ - - - - "®34 

To thje fergeants at mace, two at twenty-pence each 034 

To the crier, - --.--•oio 

And formerly to the ferryman, - • - - o i O 
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To every freeman that appears at the hofpltal at the time 
ofadmiffion, and claims it, four-pence each,, 

Every member, at his or her inftitution, takes an oath, that they will 
- in all things conform to the rules of that houfe, up-riiing and down*Iying* 

This Hofpital was formerly a more confined building. It appears 
from the cuftomal of Sandwich, that there were iixteen chambftn under 
one roof, belides a bake-houfcjj a kitchen, a»d an halL The remains o£ 
the old building, at this day, point out its iituation and extent. Every 
brother and lifter then paid on admiffion from ten marks to ten pounds fter- 
ling; and w^en any one died, the movesd>les became the property of the 
hofpital. They maintained three pricfts : each received five marks out of 
the rents of tenements in Sandwich, belonging to the hofpital. The may* 
or and jurats were vifitors of thefe priefts, appointed them, and depi^ived 
them of Xhdf offic?^ if they were found (indignos) unworthy^ 

X xz dation. 
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Nation. Tn 1 cKarter dated anno decimo fezto Edwardi f. 
FUii Henrici III. anglia regis that is, in 1287, the brothers 
and fiftcrs of the houfc of God and faint John in Sandwich 
are mentioned. Thomas Ellys might afterwards have made 
fomc confidcrable additions to the building or endowments, 
and from thence derive4 the title of founder. In faint Tho- 
mas's hofpital, twelve poor perfons are allowed about ten 
pounds a year each, with an apartment. St. John's hofpital 
ibpports fix only, who are paid annually four pounds each. 
All the vacancies in the former arc filled by feoffees, and 
in the latter by the mayor. St. John's houfe was a poor en- 
dowment from the beginning. Diftreit and infirm travellers 
were relieved and entertained in it. Cloaths and bedding 
were provided for them.j and if they di?d, they were buried 
at theexpence of the hofpital. Certain of the brothers afked 
a]ms every Sunday, in the churches within the town, to buy 
meat for their Sunday's dinner. Another brother was afligned 
to beg fifh of the filhermcn. Another was fent out with an 
«fs> begging, within the county of Kent, who fometimes would 
render clear to the hofpital, above his expences, one mark, 
and frequently ten fhillings. They were allowed all forfei- 
tures of fifh and flefh, incurred by breach of the ordinances 
of. the to\srn of Sandwich, and all hogs running about the 
ilreets, a(id all kind of fowls found iwimming in the Delph. 
They had like wife the advantage of keeping a ftandard 
^ bufhel, by which Itrangers might afcertain the . goodnefs of 
their meafures. 

B£FaR£.the.ere£tion of the new bridge, there was a ferry 
from Sandwich into the ifle of Thanet. The river is now 
about thirty yards broad at high water, over which travellers, 
horfes, and carriages, were conveyed in a flat-bottom boat. A' 
gaard was anciently placed there for the fecurity of thb paflkge. 
Bat in the year 1 756, in the mayoralty of Solomon F^rrier^ 
c%; the prefent bridge wa^ begiUi and fipiftedin the follow- 
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mg year. Large contributions were raifed for cj^rrymg on the 
work. John Cleveland and Claudius Amyand, efq; 
who were at that time members in parliament for this ancient 
cinque ports, fabfcribed two hundred and fifty pounds each. 
Jbi 1757 lord CoNYNGHAM, who was elefted to ferve in par- 
liament for the town, gave towards it five hundred and fifty- 
pounds. DoftorHAY, a fucceeding reprefentative, contributed 
three hundred pounds, and fir George Oxen den one hund- 
red. The bridge is built with Hone, having an arch oa 
each fide, and a pafTage between for the larger velTcls, 
that ufe this port. The middle arch is of wood, divided into 
two parts, which are hung nearly in an equilibrio, by which 
means they are eafily drawn up or let down. The paflage 
over the Hone part of the bridge is fecured by a parapet wall 
on each fide, and the wooden arch by chinefe rails. It is a 
work of confiderable utility, not only to the inhabitants of 
Sandwich and the ifle of Thanet, but to the eallcrn part of 
the county of Kent, and to the public in general ; the ferry 
having been very inconvenient and dangerous, and of no 
fmall obflrudlion to trade. 

The ftreets of Sandwich are narrow and irregular. Strand 
ftreet, which reaches from Canterbury-gate to Sandown-gatc, 
might have been made a commodious thoroughfare ; but at 
prefent is broken into many difagreeable angles. High-llreet, 
Filhers-ftreet, andDelph-lbeet, are the broadell and moll aiiy, 
in which are feveral good houfes. Here is a handfome fquarc 
called the Fifli-market, which confifls principally of (hops j 
but the avenues leading to it are indiiFerent, excepting that 
from the Corn-market, which is another fquare, much larger 
than the former, but inferior to it with refpedl to the buildings. 
Near the weft ddc of this fquare is the town-hall, which is a 
very ancient ilrufture. All public bufincfs is tranfafted in the 
Jower court; over which is the council chamber. Sandwicl^ 
plaims jarifdi£lionover Deal> iUmfgate, l^'ordwich, Sarre, and 

Brightlingfea 
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•ttglrdingfea m EfTcx, which are members of this cinque pdrt» 
It ufcd to furnilh five fhips compleat for fervice. This town 
was anciently incorporated by the name of the barons of the 
town and port of Sandwich; but at prefeat a incorporated by 
the name of the mayor, jurats , and commonatty. It fends two 
members to parliament, who flill- retain the ancient name of 
b«rrons of the cinque port of^ Sandwich. The prefent barons- 
are Iwd vifcountCoNYNGHAM and Phillip Stephens, efq; 
iscretary of the admiralty. The freemen of the cinque ports 
liave the privilege of fending a certain number of their own 
members to fupport the royal canopy at a coronation. Be- 
Udes the mayor, there are twelve jurats and twenty -four com* 
roon-council men, a town-clerk, two treafurers, and other 
ittfcrior officers. The mayor is annually chofen by the reiident 
freemen, and fuch as^ have not been out of the liberties one , 
year and a day. The mayor is elefted on the Monday fol- 
kwving tke feaft of St. Andrew, when every eleftor after 
having grvctt his vote, receives one ihillitig. Till the year 
1683, the mayors were always elected hi St. Clement's church. 
When any bufinefs is to be tranfa£led in the town- hall, the 
freemen are fummoned to appear by the found of a brazen 
horn, which is of great antiquity, and is blown by the towa 
c»ycT, early in the morning, at different parts of the town. 
The legitimate children of freeijien, whether male or female, 
born within the liberties, are free ; and Qvcry aben marrying 
a free woman has a right to the freedom of this port. The 
trade of this town chiefly confills in coals, iir, timber, deals, 
&€. with which the country is fuppliqd. Here alfo are fliip- 
ped corn, malt, fruit, and feeds, for London and other markets. 
The feeds raifed from this foil are in much repute* 

Sandwich receives two hundred pounds a year from the 
trullces of Ramfgate pier, in order to cleanfe the harbor from 
any nuifance occalioned thereby. The town is for the n\olt 
part fuppli^d with water &om a narrow ftream called the 

Delph, 
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Delph, which runs through it. Here is a market on W«I-' 
nefdays and Saturdays, jmd a fair on the 4th of December, 
which continues two days. The fhrimps which are caught 
near this town are remarkdbiy excellent^ There arc feveral 
good inns in Sandwich, and many wealthy inhabitants. He«^' 
is alfo a large and elegant ailembly room, which has been buiit 
within thcfe few years. Since the conllruftion of the brid.gcw 
and the refort to Margate as a bathing- place, the town has beetp 
more frequently vifited by ftrangcrs ; a tour from thence *» 
Sandwich, Deal, Dover, &c. being a pfeafant and agrccabif 
excurfioo* 

Between Sandwich and Deal is a large tra^ of land cattoJ 
the Downs, part of which is level, and part mountainous. 
Here are thofe remarkable eminences which, Mr. Cambdeu 
ftys, 'were in his time called Rome's work; now they arc 
known by the name of Sand Hills; commencing near Sandowm 
Caftle, and ftretching toward Sandwich, along the fea ihoou ' 
The furface is in general a fine white fand, or thin covering 
of heath. On this coaft it is generally fuppofed thatC^sA*. 
htnded in both 'his expeditions to Britain. Sandown caUte 
rs a regular fortification, erefled on the fhore within a mlLe d£ 
Deal. There is another to the fouth of the town, callal 
Deal callte, and beyond that h Walmer caffle : they wece 
built on this coaft by Henry VIII. to fecure it from .tte 
hoftile intentions of his enemies. T^'hey are kept in gpoA 
repair, and are under the government of tlie lor4 warden of ibq 
cinque por(&. 

The town of Deal is about five miles Ibutli weft oT Sand- 
wich. It is divided into upper and lower Deal.; the former a» 
tiic raoft ancient,, the latter having had its exillence fromtTi^ 
jacwaie of trade. The trade of the inhj^bitants cKiefly cga- 
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fifts in fuppl^ing the fhips which rendezvous in the Downs* 
This town is a member of the port of Sandwich, and is go^ 
vcmed by a mayor, and jurats fubordinate to that town* 
Here is a market on Wednefdays and Saturdays, and two fair? 
wmually on the 5 th of April, and lOth, of Odober. . 

ALtHouGH the Downs j^^ea road much frequented by the 
joyal navy, and by merchant fhips, yet they are expofcd to 
Confiderable danger, from the ftorms which often happen on 
this coall ; nor has any remedy been yet provided againft this 
cvi]. An attempt had been made indeed at,Ramfgate, but the 
projeftis too ill- concerted to anfwer any end. The flat-fhore 
betwixt Sandwich and Deal, nature fccms to have defigned 
for a fafe harbor for fhips in diftrefs. A work of this kind h^s 
been attempted more than once : particularly in 1 744, when 
a propofal was publiihed for conilrudling an harbor between 
the town of Sandwich and Sandown caftle. The gentlemen 
who fupported this defign applied to parliament for affiftance; 
the petition was prefented by Mr. Fane t and although it 
appeared very evident to the houfe, that an harbour in this fitu- 
atioa would prove of the utmoft utility, yet the fcheipe was • 
rendered abortive, by paffing an a£l for eftablilhing an harbor 
at Ramfgate, the inutility of which has been already men-v 
tioned. 

About a mile from Sandwich, at a fmall diftance from the ' 
load which leads to Dover, is the village of Wodenfborough j 
the church contains memorials of the Paramour and Bb yrb 
families. Near the church is a remarkable eiAinence, fuppoipd 
to have been raifed by the Saxons as a pedeftal for their idol 
Woden» which flood upon it, and from which the place 
derives its name. About half a mile to the right of Hcyre 
is the little village of Eflry^ which mufl have been a place of 

fomc 
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ibme diftmaidn, and the refidence of roirie of the Saxon 
tings of Kent. The church i3 a' large building, and fomc 
part of it very ancient : in the chancel are eight ftalls, which * 
were occupied by foitie religious fraternity, of whom there 
remains no memorial. Here is a large cattle fair on the 4rh of • 
Oftobcr. About three miles from Sandwich, and half a mile ' 
to the left of the road, is the village of Northbourn. In the 
time of Henry VIII. here were ruins of an old Itone build- 
ing, faid tohave been king Egbert^s palace. Leland fays, in '' 
breaking down a wall; a dark cell was difcovered, in which- 
were the (keletonsof two children, one of which had a large 
pin ftuck through its (cull. From which difcovcry, it has been 
imagined, that the young kinfmcn of the tyrant Egbert 
refided here, arid were murdered at this refidfcnce, inllead of^. 
Eaftry, as, is recorded* Six miles and a half frorii Sandwich, 

. atid half a mile to the right of the road, is the village of Wal- 
derfhir^i The church is fmall, but contains (bm : good monu- " 
ments of the ancient family of Mori ins; who were lOrds of 
the manor. Iii a feparate chancel, built by Sir Robert* 
FuRNESE, baronet, is a noble monument of Sir Robert**^ 
father, well executed in marble. In this parifli is the ele-- 
gant arid pleafant feat of the earl of Guilford ; to the weft dr 
tlie Roufe is erected an high belvidere, which commands a' 
beautiful and extenfive view of the country, Oppofite to lord 
Guildford^s feat, half a mile to the left of the road, are the re- ' 
mains of Weft Langdori abbey, which was founded by Sir- 
William de Auberville, knight, in the reign of Rr chard ' 

I. for monks of the Fremonftratehfis order, and dedicated to' 
St. Mary, and St. Thomas martyr of Canterbury, Ic-wai-- 
fuppreffcd in the reign of Hi-NRY VIII. * 

' Dover is fituated in a valley, with very high clifFs on esicH^ 
fi<ie, it being the only place inthe fouth foreland cliffs wher#' 
any rivulet riiite into th'^ f^.' It is vety probable *thfe"iea* 
Y y came 
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came up much higW formerly than it does at preTcfit ; for 
anchors, and planks of fliips, have been dug out of the ground, 
above where the town is built. It claims great antiquity, and 
was doubtlefs one of the Roman ports in this county." It was a 
town of great repute in the time of Edward the Confeflbr, 
when it was the principal of the cinque ports ; and was formerljr 
walled in, having ten or eleven gates ; the wallsj Mr. Harris 
fays, from fomc ancient manufcripts he faw at Sandwich, were 
the work of the Emperor Severus : both vfralls and gates -are 
now alnjoft erafed. There were formerly fevcn churches in 
Dover, but five of them, viz. St. John's, St. Nicholas, St* 
Peter's, St. Martin's le Grand, and St. Martin's thelefs, are 
demolifhed, and only two remain, viz, St. Mary's and St; 
James's : St. Martin's le Grand was the mother church of this 
town. The prefent market place was St. Martin's church- 
yard. This church derived its origin from king Lucius, 
A.D. i8o. Edbald, fon of Ethelbert, king of Kent, 
built a college near it, for twenty-fisur fecular canons. 
The church was rebuilt by archbifhop Corboyl, about 
the year 1 1 30 ; and the canons were turned out, and re- 
placed by benedidine monks, by archbifliop Theobald; 
from which time it was called the priory of St. Martin^ and 
by Henry II. given to the archbiihops of Canterbury. St. 
Martin's cKurch had fuch fuperiority over the other churches 
and chapels of Dover, that none of their prlefts might fing 
mais till St« Martin's priefts had begun. The priory was fup^ 
preiTed in the reign of Hbnry VIII. at whidi time the chxirch, 
was taken down A.D. 1 546 by nteflT. Bvffkin and Nether- 
soLEi the bells given to the chamber of Dover. About the fame 
time St. John's church was dcmolilhed ; for Mr. Nether- 
sole had the lead that covered that church, and one Pla»e 
of London had the land and two* tenements appertaining, to 
it. St. Mar/s church, which is at prefent {landing, was 
erofled by the prior and convent of &t« Martin^ and by them 
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given to the town. St. James's church did anciently belong to 
the cattle of Dover ; and in it, to this day, the courts, are held 
for clefting reprefentatives in parliament, and mayors for the 
CJorporation. There were two hofpitals and a houfe for the 
knights templars in this town. The hofpital of St. Mary^ and 
the templars houfe, called Maifgn de Dieu, were founded by 
Hubert deBurc, earl of Kent, for the fupport of poor 
people and travellers, and was liniilar to the hofpital at Of- 
pringe. The houfe of the knights templars appears to have 
been a noble ilrufture, and fit for a royal refidence j for in this 
place, fays Stow, A. D. i zi 3, king John iigned that infamous 
>igreement between him and Pandulph, the pope's legate, by 
which he fubmitted himfelf and his Kingdom to the pope. 
The hofpital, and the Maifon de Dieu, were fituated at the 
extremity of the town. Henry VIII. and queen Mary 
appropriated the houfe for a viduallihg office, for the ufe of 
the navy. The other hofpital, called St. Bartholomew's, wa? 
for the benefit of leprous perfons, and was built by the monk? 
of St; Martin's priory, and fubjefted to the prior of that 
convent. Mr. Harr is relates fropi the JDerinc manufcript, 
that on a fmall piece of chalky clifF at Dover there was ^a 
.old chapel then inhabited by a poor feaman, and called the 
chapel of our lady of ArcliiFe. Sir Edward Dering ima- 
gined this to have been the chapel formerly called the chapel 
of our lady of pity, which was built by a northern nobleman, 
who was in great danger of bekig lofl by fhiowreck near this 
place. In the reign of He n r y VIII. the vellment? and uten- 
iils of this fmall place were valued at two hundred marks. 
fwne being of cloth of gold, and others richly embroidered, 

Dover Cattle is built on the extremity of the ttupendous 
cliffs which form the eattern barrier to Dover town and har- 
bor, and is* fo large as to contain thirty-five acres of ground. 
There has been a fortification on this fpot ever iince the 
I^o^ans pofleflcd this iflancj, and it was of grc^t repute among 
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tlie Saxon iings : it was thought a vciy important objica by. 
William theNonnan; and through a cpurfe of agesfuc- 
ceeding kings built new towers, and increafed its natural 
llrength to fuch a degree, that in Henry IJId's time it was 
called the key and barrier of the whole realm. This caftle 
contains a curious fpecimen of ancient fortification, and is well 
worthy of attention. St. Martinis le Grand is faid to have 
been iituated here, for the fervice of the royal palace, which 
was in the caftle j here is a tower at the weft end, which with 
the church bears evident marks of great antiquity. The 
bells which were in it were removed to Portfmouth by Sir 
George Rook. There is a well in this caftle three hundred 
and fixty feet deep, lined to the bottom with free-ftonc. In the 
caftle they (hew two very old keys, and a brafs trumpet, faid to 
have been ufed in the time of Julius C-flBSAR. Here is a 
brafs gun, fuppofed to be the longeft in the world, it was pre- 
fented to queen Elizabeth by the States of UtrecKt: it 
carries a ball of fifteen pounds weight, is twenty-two feet- 
long, and is faid to throw a ball feven miles. The earthq^uakc 
which (hook this part of the county on April 6, 1 580, threw 
down part of the clift', and fome outworks of this caftle, next 
the fea. Oppofite the caftle on the other fide of the town, are 
the ruins of a pharos, or light-houfe ; which is vulgarly called 
the Devil's drop. Dover pier is an ancient work; feveral princes 
have expended great fums to render it of general ufe, but to 
very little purpofe, till thejeign of queen Elizabeth, when 
a fcheme was propofed to build a pier of clay, chalk, &c. 
which was begun and compleated in the year 1583, andan^ 
fweied the purpofe effeftually. Since that period it has under« 
gone many repairs and alterations; and various regulations and 
laws have been enafted to defray the expence of keeping it in 
a good condition; but, notwithftanding, it can only receive fmall 
fhips. Dover is incorporated by the name of the mayor, 
jurats, and commonalty of the town and port of Dover, and 
fends two members to parliament ; It has received many favors - 

from 
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from different princes, one qf which was'tbc |>r«r8^gc'©f a! 
ficenfed packet boat to France ; on account of the a«rrowBeis 
of the channel, it is become the general place of embarkadoii • 
for that kingdom, and arrival from thence. In the reign of 
Richard li. the fare from France for a tingle paflenger, in 
fummer time, was fettled at fi^pencc, and a Ihilling in winter. 
A market is kept here on Wed nefd ays and Saturday 9, and a- 
fair on the 2 2d of November. Dover is fifteen mil^s from 
Canterbury, ten from Sandwich, and feventy- one from Lon- 
don. Machines fct out for London every morning, and re- 
turn every evening to Dover, Sundays excepted. 

. PovER is the principal of the cinque ports, on which T jfhall . 
in this place make a few obfervations. It appears from an- 
tiquity, that the coafts of Kent have been under a peculiar . 
guard frftu the time of the Romans, who had an officer r^- 
fiding in this county, called the lieutenant of the Saxon fhore. 
He had under him a llrong body of hprfe and foot, to fecurc 
the country from the incurlions of barbarians, efpecially the 
Saxons, who much infelted Britain. This praftice was con- 
tinued by the Britons, after the departure of the Romans; 
this officer was by them called the viceroy; and Cambden . 
informs us, that king Vortigern conferred that important 
office on Henoist th? Saxon, who foon afterwards made him- ' 
felf the firft king of Kent. In the time of the heptarchy, 
when the Saxons had eftablifhed thcmfelves in Britain, an of- 
ficer of this fort was lefs necefTary: but it is probable, that 
when the Danes infellcd the coafts, the ancient difcipline was 
revived ; for in the reign of Edward the ConfeiTor, fomc of 
the ports are mentioned; and Mr. Lam^ard fays, in that 
reign, Dover, Sandwich, and Romney were difcharged from 
alraoft all kinds of impofitions and burdens, in confideration of 
fervice done by them at fea; and it feems probable, that earl 
Goodwin was at that lime lord warden of the ports. It ap- 
pears that WiLLiAM the Conqueror attended carefully to this 

branch 
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fcraocli oT national defence; he nominated five ports for this 
fervice, and gave their officer the title of lord warden of the 
Cinqae Ports. The names of thcfe porfs are Haftings, Hithc, 
Roniney, Dover, and Sandwich : Winchclfca and Rye were 
not added to them until the reign of Henry III. A. D. 1260, 
and were only appendages to the port of Haftings *. They 
daim the honor of fupporting the canopy which at a coro- 
nation is borne over the fovereign, and afterwards to dine at' 
the uppermoll table, on the king's right hand: the canopy,' 
ftovesy &c. are their fee. Thirty -two barons or inhabitants 



1^ The freemen of tliefc towns were anciently called barons, anct are to 
tikis day fummoned to their common ailcmblies by that name. The cinque 
potts, and their dependents, are nominated in the following order, 
in ancient records, where is alTo a fpeciiication of their reipe£Uvf fervices: 

f I. Haflings, with its dependants, Scaford, Perenfcy, Hodcney , 
Winchelfea, Rye, Iham, Bekefbourn, Grrnge, Northil, and 
B«lverhithe, • - - - - -XI ihips* 

z, Romney, with ks dependents, BromehiU, Lede, Eilweftone, 
Dengcmaries, and old Romney, - - - " 5 ^lips- 

3. Hithe, with its dependent. Weft Hithe - • 5 A^ip*- 

4. Dover, with its dependents, Folkftonc, Faverftiam, and St. 
Margaret's, not for the land, but for the goods and chattels, 21 (hips^ 

5. Sandwich, with its dependents, Fordwich, Reculver, Sarre, 

and Deai> not for the foil but for the goods - ' - - 5 Ihips. 

The (hips were to have twenty-one men, and a boy in each. They ow- 
ed to the king, on fummons yearly, fifteen days fervice together, at their 
own cofts and charges, accounting that the firft day in which they fpread 
their fails to go towards the place appointed by the king ; and after the fif- 
teen days were expired, they were to attend on the king's will, and to be 
paid by him. In procefs of time other places were added as members to 
thefe portsj for in a charter to the Cinque ports, granted by king Charles 
II. A. D.I 672, Margate, Gorefcnd, Birchington, Woodchurch, and St. 
Peter's, all in the ille of Thanet, with Kingfdowne and Ringwolde, are 
counted members of the port of Dover. And Walmer, Ramfgate, Stonar, 
and Brightlingfea in Eflex, are counted members of the port of Sandwich. 
Rye alfo is counted by it felf, and hath for aa ap|>endag.e the town and 
hnndred of Tei^terdea in Kcatf 

of 
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•f the ports ufed to be fummoncd for this purpofc, whofe er- 
pences were borne by the port; but at prefent they ufuaJIy de- 
pute their members of parliament to that honorable oificc, 
Befides a variety of privileges which the cinque ports enjoyed 
in their feparate bodies, they had the privilege offending bai- 
liffs to the general court which met at Shipway, where they 
a£led in an united capacity. There the lord- warden waj 
fvyorn ; all infringements on their privileges were punifhed ; 
and there they fined their own members who had fued pcr- 
fons in other courts contrary to their charter. At this court 
they had a power to make bye laws for the common good of 
the Cinque ports, and for regulating the herring fifhery at 
Yarmouth, which was under their jurifdidion. This court 
was called guclUing *, or the brotherhood, and is yet kept up, 
but its importance is dwindled into an empty formality. 

Within a 'mile of Dover, in the road to Canterbury, i» 
the fmall village and church of Buckland, with the feventieth 
mile ftone from London bridge (landing iti the ftreet; there is 
nothing worthy of notice iii the church, . About a mile and 
half to the left of this village are the ruins of Bradfolc, or 
St. Rhadagund's Abbey. It was founded by Hugh its firft 
abbot, and filled with monks of the Premomlratenlis order, 
wliicb religious fociety wa* inftituted by St. Norbert, about 
the year 1119. Lam bard fays, at the fuppreflion it wai 
valued at ninety- eight pounds a year. Between the fixty- 
cighth and fixty-ninth {tones on the road is the fmall village of 
Ewell. This place is remarkable for having been the refidence 
of the knights templars, who had a grand manfion here^ which 
probably was fituated about half a mile to the right, where 
now is a place called the Temple. 

^ A court of garHUng was he!4 in tl»e yow 1791. 

Pr0C£SDI)I« 



•FRdtJEKDiHG towards Canterbury ind pafling t!ie (ixty- third ' 
ftone, you enter Barham Downs celebrated at prefent for the an- 
nual horfc races which are there exhibited. Several villages, 
and elegant gentlemen's feats are lituated on the right and left 
ofthele downs; on the right is an eminence, on the left a beau- 
tiful vale, in which runs a fmall branch of the river Stour. On 
the right is Den-hill houfe and gardens, the feat of lady ' 
Gray ; near which is Netherfole houfe, the manlion of — — 
Winchefter, efq; which is iituated in the fmall village of Wym- 
lingfwold. To the left of the downs and of the fixty-fecond 
ftone, isthe village of Barham, which gives name to this delight- 
ful fpot. The church has in it fome monuments of the Dices 
family, who refided at Dlggs court in this parilh. To the left of 
the fixty-firft Hone is the fmall village and church of Kingfton. 

On Barham Downs is the fcite of an ancieiit camp, with 
three ditches round it, which fome conjecture to be the work 
of Julius C-ffiSAR, on his fecond sxpedition to this ifland. 
About the year 1212 king John encamped here with an ar- 
my of fixty thoufand men, to oppofe the French, who threat- 
ned him with an invafion. Simon Mont ford, earl of Lei- 
celler, alfo drew up a large army on thcfe downs, in the reign 
of Henry III. Many other icenes of war and peace have paf- 
fed too numerous to particularize. To the left of the fixtieth 
ftSne, near the river, is the village of Bifhoplbourn, fo ca\U 
cd becaufe it was given by king Kenulph, at the requeft of 
archbilhop At he lard, to the priory of Chrifl Church. In 
the church are feveral good monuments, particularly that of 
the rev. Mr. Richard Hooker, author of the Ecclcfiaftical 
polity, who' was rcftor of this parifh. At the north end of 
the downs is the village of Bridge, in which Hands the fifty*- 
ninth ftone. The place took its name from a bridge over the 
Stpur, which runs through it.- Near a m^iietb the right is the 
fmall village oT Patrickfbourn ; formerly it had the name of 
Cheney, and was the refidence of the noble family of Cheney, 

- - before 
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before they removed to Shorland in the ifle of Shepey. The 
church is a building of poniiderable antic[uity, its fouth door 
is arched with ftone, and carved with a variety of figures. 
Near this village is that of Beakefborne. There was a chantry 
in this church, founded in I3H» which was tranflated 19 
CoKYN-s hofpital at Canterbury, in 1362. ^ The archbifhops 
had here a frpall buf elpgant pajace, fome repiains of which 
are Itill to be fcen. This place anciently belonged to the 
cinque port of Haftings, and enjoyed the fame privileges, 
Richard od Beke held certain lands by grand fergeantry 
to find one /hip each time, Henry III, pafTcd the feav Near 
Beakefborne is Howlctf, the npble feat of Sir Thomas Pyj4 
JEf ALES, member of parliament for the port of Dpver, 
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Page if line i, for the contrarvy res^d that it vas-^-p. 7, L 12, foe 
Plautus, r. Plautids— p. 12^1. 21, forfiAjEi;x,r. Beyeux--«p. 19^ 
U 8,for biograghjr r. biagraphy-*-ibid. 1. 1 1, for fenfable, r. fenfible — p. 22, 
I. 4, r. induce— *ibidy 1. 2 1^ for a right to the reeds^ r. a ri|;ht of common 
in the marlhes— p,43, 1. 5, for hundreds, r. hundred-*-p. 46, 1. 22) for 
1l>iihop's houfesy r. houfes given to the brethren b^ the bifhop. 

Page 58, In the defcription of the weft door of the cathedral, it.is inti» 
mated, that the figure, on jthe key-ftone of the arch, might be that of St* 
Andrew, the tutelar faint of the church|; but as the other figures in this 
proiipe anfwer to the nuhiber of the apofUes, in which St. Andrew muft be 
mchided ; it ieems moft probable that the center figure which is much larger 
than the others, and on each fide of which an angel is placed, was deiigned 
to reprefent our Saviour^ * 

Page 59, dele the fecond note (f ) which was inferted at the inftance 
pf a curious gentleman? but on a more accurate infpeftion of the flone, it 
is eyident the conjecture is groundlels'?— p. 66, 1. 19* for frier, read friar^-* 
p. 68. 1. 13, after fabric, infeit a , inftead of the full ftop««-ibid, 1, i of tho 
note, r. bifhop's-»-p. 70, 1. i, cf the firil note r. infcriptions— p. 72, L> 
after St. Urfula, add, and to St, Pionyiius^ -ibid, 1^ 10, for (pots wejre, x« 
fpots where — p, 73, 1. 3, after charter, r. of— ibid 1. .6, for in r. and— ^p. 
77, 1, ult. of notes, for other, r. another^^p* 80, 1. 5, for compliment, r« 
complement — ibid L 11, forcelebacy, r. celibacyr^p, 81, 1* 2, of the firft 
|i©te after is, dele the , and r^ ftyled* ... 

Page 81. in the fecond note(f) The true name of the ingenious per- 
fon mentioned in this note was Bearblock, his delineation of the city ©f 
Rochefter, feems to have been extant, when A. Woo© published his 
At HEN OxoN, fee vol, i, col. 723 of that work. 

Page 85, 1. 29, infert a ; after adjoining — p. 88, for commiflion, r. comif^ 
fioners — p. 89, I. 11, for honor, r. power— p- 92, 1. i, for office, r.of&ces~- 
p. 98, 1. I, for was r. were — p. 124, 1. 2, dele he gave to the church, &c. 
for this was the benefaftion of bp, Waleran — p. 132, 1. 20, for agreeable 
r^ agreeably — , 154, 1. 23, for road, r. rood — p. 159, 1. 3, infert a; after 
Cambridge — p. 169, for covetioufnefs, r. covetoufntfi — jp. 171, 1. 8, infert 
a ; after luftain-r-p. 173, 1, 6, for or, r, for-.— p. 177, 1. 4 from the bottom 
dele as — p. 179, 1. 18, infert a , inftead of the fuUftop after prerogatives — - 
p. 191, 1. 2, after chriftianity, r. But— p. 192,1. 9, and in other parts of this 
memoir for Bennet r, Benet — p. 193, 1. 17, for hew as, r. he was—- 
p. 194, 1, 9, r. employment — ibid, 1, 24, dele the ; after 1710 — p. *i96, 
L 1, for injunftion,r. inftru£tion--p. 198, 1.21, infert a, for the full flop after 
vacant*— p. 210, 1, 12, for where r. were — p- 237, 1. 7, r. vicarage— p. 247, 
IblH line but two, dele the , after hofpital, and at the end of the fame line 
r. point in— ibid, 1. r, of note, for the, r. this — p. 248, 1. 2, r. jealoufy— • 
p. 251, 1, r, r. pariihes — p. 260, 1. 2, r. propofed — p. 274, 1. ult. r, palette— 
p. 293, 1. 30, dele pleafant — p. 304, 1. 12, for cole,r. coal — p. 330, 1. 2 r, 
for d^micila, r, dpimciliar-p. 341? 1» 4» for ports, r. port— p. 344, 1. 6, r. a|r. 



• X^\J> 



■^ 



